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A N 

E X P L A N A T I O N 

O F T H E 

FRONTISPIECE. 

T HE Frontispiece reprefents Time, aftonilhed 
to fee his Scythe broken againft the bafe of a 
Pyramid, erected in honour of Clbmbnt XIV, 
which he in vain attempts to deftroy, and reduce to 
the ftate of the mouldering monuments behind him. 

It is accompanied with a Laurel, a Symbol of the 
glory this Great Pope acquired during his Pontificate; 
and is adorned With the attributes, which characterize 
Science and Immortality, 


The Lines at the bottom may be thus tranflated. 

This Pyle , /* Clement rais'd by virtue's hand t 
In Jpite of all-devouring Time Jhall ft and. 
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The Editor’s Proface. 

* i * 

* .1 w 

T HE fele of thcfe Letter*, whfdh may be called an 
Exfhjtan, is; 7 beyond cbntradiitiftfc; their great eft 
Elogium. The Anthentidy of them cbifld ntVer be con* 
Ceded, if people would limply judge of them from the 
ftrikihg conformity they bear to^ the learning, genius 
and condtilk Of Clement XIV. * ' 

Btfides the honourable teftfmonies borne by firangeia 
and the learned to GAtabANELLi before his' Pontificate, 
as to a perfonage the mod affable, khe mod Impartial^ 
the mod pacific and the irioft enlightened ? the fuppref- 
fion of the Butt In fcoend Domini, a perfect harmony re* 
cdablilhed between the Couft of Rome and the Kfb- 
narchs, who were offended at it, teach the whole world, 
that this immortal Pontiff was influenced neither by 
opinions nor prejudices; and ’’that he really thought 
too much deference could not be {hewn to thofe Poten- 
tates, who were ever the Protestors of the Holy See ; 
and that the Popes .will never be more powerful thaa 
when fuppdrted by the houfe of Bourbon. 

Thus the Letters of Clement XIV are fully juflified 
by his conduit and fentiments. There are found in 
them the lame principles with refpelt to Religion, which 
Jie always publicly taught ; .the fame maxims which he 
followed during the courfe of his life; the fame good 
fenfe which ever kept him clear of whatever iavourc^ 
of Fanaticifm and Superdition. 

But what evidently proves that thefe Letters are nof 
fuppofitious, is, that , having myfelf , copied a certain 
number of them at Florence in the year 1758* from 
Originals communicated to me by the prelate Cbjulti, 
and Abbe Lam 1, I was deflr.ous of publiflting them in 
the year 1762; and I. received the follpwi^g apfwer 
from F. Gan cane l li, then become Cardinal, whofe 

a co nfen 
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it The EDITOR’S PREFACE. 

confent I had defired : an anfwer, which f now have 
before me, and which I can (hew to any one, who is 
willing to fee it. 


Illmo Sigr® 

L E lettre che hanno 
communicate a Fio- 
renze, a V. S. Illma fono 
ftate feritte con prepipi- 
tazione, e non meritano 
affatto Tonore ch’ella vuol 
compiacerli di far loro, 
dandole alia luce; motivo 
per cui prego iaftantemente 
V. S. Illma a non divul- 
igarle. Quel c’ho feritto 
non ha per merito che la 
verita, e la Schietezza. 
Nulla di meno le no fono 
molto tenuto, e faro fem- 
pre riconofcente al di lei 
zelo, che in qualunque fia 
fi rincontro, le ne teftificaro 
la mia gratitudine, & con 
tutca la llima mi ratifico di 
V. S. Illma fervid, vero, 

F. Loro Card. Ganga- 

NELLI. 

Roma , 19 di Sett. 1762. 


Sir,- v 

r FHE letters communi- 
cated to you at Flo- 
rence, were written in hafte, 
and no way deferve the 
honour you are dehrous to 
do them by making them 
public. Therefore I ear- 
neftly beg you would not 
publilh them. What I 
have written hath no other 
merit than truth and fince* 
rity. My obligations arp 
no Jefs to you, and fhall 
always be fo grateful for 
the affe&ion you teftify for 
me, that I will feek every 
occafion to fhew you my 
gratitude, and to give 
proofs of the efteem with 
which I profefs myfelf your , 
humble fervant, 

F. Lawrence, Cardi* 
nal Ganganelli. 

Rome % Sept . 19, 1762. 


It is therefore manifeft that, fo early as 1762, I had 
fome genuine Letters oFGanganelli ; and it is not lefs 
evident, that thofe which have been fent me in the courfe 
of the laft year, are fo like the others, that no body pan 
be deceived in them. Hence the Author of the Journal 
of the Sciences and the * fine Arts y has reafon to fay,, that 
whoever will allow only three of the Letters to have 
been written by Clement XIV, muft allow all to be fo ; 
becaufe the fame foul and the fame genius dilated theip 
Connoi/Teurs cannot be deceived in this point. 

Whoever 
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Whoever has any practice *br iafte, will eafily diftinguifh iil 
letters, as wellas in painting, an original from a copy. 
Clement XIV, every where (hews his foul, and that is 
the only thing, which cannot be copied. Moreover it is 
a thing fo extraordinary, that Gang an ell i, raifed by 
his merit to the dignity of Cardinal and Pope, celebra- 
ted by the famous F. Bbrti, an Auguftinian Friar, in 
a public a €t as a perionage in whom Rome had a right 
to glory; boafted of by feveral Cities in Italy, as one 
of the moft eloquent Panegyrifts ; taken notice of by 
Lambertini (Benedict XIV ) as a moft promifmg 
young man: laftly cited as a moft rare man by the 
Authors, who have written on Italy; is it, I fay a 
thing fo extraordinary, that he fhould write ingenious 
and learned letters ? Had it not been for a party- fpirit, 
which would have Gang an ell i pafs for a man of only 
•indifferent parts, no perfon would ever think of difputing 
their authenticity. 

If Clement XIV had left behind him a powerful fa- 
mily ; if a fpirit of party had difcovered itfelf in his 
Letters; if the work in itfelf had been only of the mid- 
dling kind, and had ftood in need of a refpe&able name 
to make it pafs, there might be fome reafon to fufpe# 
intereft or paffion: but here a man is forced to acknow- 
ledge the truth. 

The Italians are wrongfully accufed of being ac- 
quainted with only a fuperftitious devotion: the moft 
excellent book we have on enlightened piety comes from 
Muratori; and no one is ignorant, that Benedict 
XIV proved by his Difcourfes, as well as by his Wri- 
tings, his fovereign contempt for trifling pra&ices of 
devotion ; and that the Sacred College at all times has 
had men truly bright. 

It is no lefs certain, that there are found in the 
Cloiflers, and efpecially in Italy, Religious men of 
knowledge, principles, and views ; and who want no- 
thing, in order to become great men, but an opportu- 
nity of fhewing t^eir talents. Put, for inftance, in fome 
eminent plafce, F. Gerdil, a Barnabite, Preceptor to 
the Prince of Piedmont, and you would, no doubt, 

fee 
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fte genius, learning# and n piety dtftaglged £ com 
<®very thing, that* id Wtiriftiedl,* and a patty-fpirit, feme 
jb&h in hi? pfcrfoa. A man muft not know the It** 
&i£n s, to difpute their being able to write fuch ingcni* 
ou$ .and fenfible letters . 

The objection flatted agXhft this work, and induftrif 
oufly circulated, drawn from hence, m. that there are 
people even in Ro ms rtfclf, who: hare no knowledge of 
them, is uudefarving of a refutation. When a iperfoo 
writes a letter, ho dpth not call in his neighbour Of 
friend to witncfs it; andAl* very: day happens, that eve* 
thole we lire with, do notdmdw ouwcoitefpoodence. 

But it will be laid, that it wonkLbe the fiiorteft way 
to let people know how the letters in question wercpw 
cured : but as it is an afiair of confidence, and thole „ *, 
from whom we had them, are unwilling to be known, 
it is impo&ble to betray their iecrct. It requires no 
great effort of fenfe to gueft what the motives of their 
fecrefy may be : tilde vtjkbu made known one ;day or 
Other, and they will he foubd ws}| grounded;* t 

The realbn why the Sut»*ZKti£NT,f whkhtbe publifc 
waits for with fa touch impatience, hath* not 
peared is, that the productions of Ganganelli are not * 
manufactured in France, as fome give it out, but that 
authentic pieces are wanted to fill it. Thofe which I 
already have, with others which I am promifed, will' 
enable me hereafter fcopubltfh another volume abfo- 
lutely diftind from the Letters , but not lefs intereftmg i 
therein will be fouad fome curioos Anecdotes, and pieces 
of extraordinary Eloquence. The Abb* Fa Bar, Nephew 
to Clement XIV# wUf take on himfelf the trouble of 
publiflwng the Theological Treatifes of the late Popes 
and which are immenfely efteemed. It is thus he wrote 
to me concerning them; from Rome* the 6th of February 

• The Traoflator has here omitted above two pages hi the Origi- 
nal, as they regard only the faults which had crept into the firft 
Edition, but which are corr,e&ed in this. 

_ t T * 1 h Supplement is deligned to be given the public in the fame 
we and type with the letters* 

laft : 
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laft : Li quali 3b qui a nen molto io JleJ/o mandero alia 
luce . ; ’T r 

I have only to add, that ^>ofthumous workf are ge- 
ner^JPfufpe<5ted; and that notwithftanding the Arret 
of Parliament, which Monf. Boss vet, Bifhop of 
Troyes, formerly obtained to allure the Public, that 
the productions he publifhed under his Uncle’s name, 
were really the works of that great Prelate, many peo- 
ple ftill obftinately refufe ,to believe it. But it may be 
obferved, always prejudice, or fome fpirit of 

party, or fome pfcNfonal intereft, which engages people 
to cont«4^'^ lJ ® ,! H t ^hat they do not know. 

Thefe Letters will fubfift in fpite of whatever can be 
faid about them ; and the older they>grow, the more 
honour they will do to Gang a nelli, his age and 
country, becaufe the remembrance of the righteous man 
/kali be eternal ,* and he hath nothing tojfear from peo- 
ple’s prepofleffions or prejudices. 

The Counterfeits, which are multiplied on all fides, 
and iwarm with faults, oblige me to repeat here again, 
that the only Edition, which is accurate and genuine, 
h that fold by Lotting Junior, Bookfeller at Paris , figned 
hnd marked by hast. 

The perfons guilty of the counterfeits I have men- 
tioned, when they printed the Life of Clement XIV, 
took it from the firft Edition, which was very iraperfeCt 
in comparifon of the laft : and having prefixed it to the 
two volumes of his Letters, they fold and publifhed 
them every whece, as an Edition enlarged more than 
one- third. 


' • Pf. cxi. Vulg. 
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INTERESTING 


LETTERS 

O F 

POPE CLEMENT XIV. 


LETTER I. 

To Monfteur de Cabane, a Knight of Malta. 
Sir, 

T HE Solitude you liave formed for 
yourfelf in the bottom of your own 
heart renders it unneceflary for you 
to feek any other. Cloifters are of no value, 
but in proportion to the recollection of mind 
enjoyed in them : The walls do not conftitute 
the merit of a Monaftery. 

The houfe of la Trappe which vve have in 
Italy, and to which you wifh to retire, is no 
lefs regular, than that in France. But why 

B fhoul^ 
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Let i. 


Ihould a man quit the world, while he edifies 
it? — It will forever be perverfp, if all good 
Men abandon it. 

Is not moreover the Order of Malta in 
which you live, a religious State, and capable 
of fanctifying you, if you comply with the 
Duties of it? 

A perfon ought to think ferioufly, before 
he overcharge himfelf with obligations. The 
Gospel is the true Rule of a Chriftian; and 
the vocation is to be well tried, before a man 
bury himfelf in folitude. 

■Whatever withdraws us from the common 
mode of life is an extraordinary way; and a 
perfon ought to be apprehenfive of illufion, 
when he embraces a Cenobitic life. I have 
the greateft regard for the folitaries, who fol- 
low the Inftitute of the Chartreuse and la 
Trappe; but they ought to be few. Befides 
the difficulty of finding a great number of 
fervent Religious ; the impoverifhment of the 
Hate is to be apprehended, by rendering our- 
felves ufelefs to fociety. We are not born 
Monks ; we are born Citizens The world 
ftands in need of fubjects to promote its har- 
. mony, and to make Empires flouriih by their 
talents, labours and manners. — Thofe profound 
folitudes, where people give no exterior figns 
of life, are real tombs. 

Saint 
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Saint Anthony, who lived fo long in the 
defert, had not made a vow to remain there 
for ever. He quitted his retreat, and came into 
the heart of Alexandria to attack Arianifm, 
and to difperfe the Arians ; being convinced 
that we are obliged to ferve Religion and the 
State, more by our actions, than by our prayers. 
When he had therefore fulfilled his million, 
he returned to his folitude, mortified to cany- 
back thither the fmall quantity of blood, which 
old age had left in his veins, and that he had 
not fuffered Martyrdom. 

When you go to la Trappe, it is true, 
you will pray night and day ; but cannot you 
continually raMe your heart to God, though 
in the midft of the world ? Vocal prayers 
conftitute not the merit of praying. The di- 
vine Legiflator hath himfelf informed us, that 
a multiplicity of words will not procure us 
the affiftance of heaven. 

Several refpectable writers fcruple not to 
fay, that the relaxation introduced into Mo- 
nafteries, partly proceeded from the multipli- 
cation of the offices. They judged very truly, 
that the attention could not be kept up in 
prayers of too great a length; and that ma- 
nual labour was of more advantage, than the 
continual chanting of Pfalms. 

5 3 The 
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The world would not have cried out fo 
much againft Monks, had it feen them em- 
ployed in ufeful labours. The memory of 
thofe is ftill bleffed, who firft cleared the fields, 
and enriched the towns with learned produc- 
tions, refpeding both hiftorical fads, and the 
date of events. 

The Benedictine Monks of the learned 
Congregation of St Maur in France, whom 
we commonly call Maurini, have gained them- 
felves a reputation, which will lall a long time, 
by publilhing a multitude of works, equally 
curious and ufeful. The famous F. Mount- 
Taucon, who is not one of their leaft orna- 
ments, filled all Italy with his erudition, when 
he gave himfelf entirely up to the ftudy of 
Antiquity. 

Saint Bernard, the reformer of fo many 
Monafleries, which ftill follow his rule, did 
great fervice to Religion and his country, 
not by preaching up the Croifades (which 
nothing can juftify but the intention of them) 
but by giving folid advice to Popes and Kings, 
and compofing immortal works — He never 
would have been a Father of the Church, had 
he done nothing but pray. 

F. Mabillon, in his famous Treatife on 
Monaftic Studies, appears to me to have much 
the advantage of the ^4bbh de Ranch, who 

pretends 
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pretends that Monks ought to apply them- 
felves folely to Contemplation and Pfalmody. , 
The deftination of man is to labour. “ There 
« is only one ftep from a contemplative to an 
“ idle life,” faid Cardinal Paleotti ; and 
nothing is more eafy than to pafs from one 
to the other. 

You will do more good by aiding the poor, 
and confoling them by your difcourfe, than 
by burying yourfelf in a defert. John the 
Baptist, who was the greateft among the 
fons of men, quitted it to preach the king- 
dom of God, aud to baptize On the banks 
of the Jordan. 

Do not imagine, my Dear Sir, that while 
I fpeak of an uleful life, my defign is to make 
an apology for the Mendicant Orders to the 
difparagement of the folitaries. Each Reli- 
gious Order hath its own practices ; and here 
it is we may fay : Let not he that eats not fiejh , 
defp'ife him who eats it. But I own that I 
have the greateft eftcem for the ftate of the 
Friars -Minors, in as much as they join the 
active life of Martha with the contemplative 
life of Mary : and whatever fome fpiritualifts 
may pretend, I think this kind of life more 
meritorious. 

Saint Benedict was fenfible of the obli- 
gation of being ufeful to one’s country ; and 

therefore 
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therefore built feminaries for young Gentle- 
men at Monte-Caflino . — He underftood the rules 
dilated by the love of our neighbour. 

If, notwithftanding what I have alledged, 
you ftill find a fecret infpiration, which calls 
you to a Cenobitic life, aft therein as you 
like ; for I fhould be afraid of oppofing the 
will of God, who leads his fervants, as he 
pleafes, and often by Angular ways. 

I wilh I could be with you at Tivoli, 
to contemplate there that famous Cafcade, 
which dividing itfelf into a thoufand diffe- 
rent ftreams, and falling down with the 
greateft impetuofity, reprefents, in the moft 
expreflive manner, the world with all its 
agitation, and hurry, 

I wifli you joy on the approaching feftival, 
and am more, than all the Eloquence of Ci- 
cero could exprefs, fir, your moft humble 
fervant, &c. 

Brother Lawrence Ganganelli, 

Of the Convent of the Holy Apoftles. 

Oft. 29, 1747. 

My moft humble refpefts to the very wor- 
thy Biihop. 


LET- 
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LETTER E - 

To the *4bbb Ferghen. 

Y OU can do nothing better, Abbe, to- 
wards diflipating your pains and trou- 
bles, than to vifit Italy. Every man of un- 
derftanding owes homage to this country fo 
much boafted of, and fo deferving of it. It 
will be an inexprellible fatisfa&ion for me to 
fee you there. 

You will firft of all difcover the bulwarks 
which nature hath given it in the Apennins, 
and the Alpes, which feparate us from the 
French , and from which circumftance we have 
obtained from them the name of Ultramontanes. 
They are majeftic mountains, made to l'erve as a 
frame to the magnificent picture they fui round. 
. Torrents, ftreams, rivers (to fay nothing of 
the feas) are other objects which prefent to the 
travellers and painters the moft curious and 
moft interefting profpects. 

Nothing can be more wonderful than the 
richeft foil, every where interfered with ftreams 
of frefh water ; every where peopled with vil- 
lages; every where embellifhed with fuperb 
cities And fuch is Italy. 

If 


sr 
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If Agriculture was here held in as much 
efleem as Architecture; if the country was 
not divided under fo many Governments, 
all of a different form, and molt of them weak 
and of fmall extent, one would not there find 
mifery clofe to magnificence, and induftry 
without activity . — But unhappily people are 
there more taken up with the embellifhment 
of the towns, than the culture of the grounds; 
and on every fide uncultivated lands reproach 
the inhabitants with their floth. 

If you enter by Venice, you will fee a 
city, which, for its fituation, is the only one of 
its kind. It is exactly an immenfe fhip, lying 
ftill on the water, and on which you cannot 
go aboard without boats. 

But this is not the only thing which will 
furprize you by its Angularity. Inhabitants 
mafked during four or five months of the year; 
the laws of a Defpotic Government, which how- 
ever allow the greateft liberties in the public 
diverfions; the rights of a Sovereign, w'ho 
hath no authority; the cuftoms of a people 
afraid of their own fhadow, and who enjoy at 
the fame time the moll perfect tranquillity, 
form fo many contrails, which muft be parti- 
cularly intereiling to a traveller. There is 
fcarce a Angle Venetian, who is not elo- 
quent, and Collections have been made of 

{allies 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



9 


Let. ii. P. CLEMENT XIV. 

Tallies of wit from the very Gondoliers, replete 
with the moft poignant fait. 

Ferrara will fhew you within its enclofure 
a beautiful and vaft folitude, alnioft as filent 
as the tomb of Ariosto, who is buried there. 

Bologna will prefent you with another 
picture. You will there find even the fair 
fex intimately acquainted with the Sciences, 
and appearing, with dignity, in the Schools 
and Academies, where every day trophies 
are erefted to them. A thou land paintings 
will gratify your foul and eyes, and the con- 
verfation of the Inhabitants will charm your 
mind. 

You will afterwards, in the fpace of about 
a hundred leagues, pafs through a multitude 
of fmall towns, each of which hath its Theatre, 
its Caftno (or Rendezvous for the Gentry) 
fome man of learning, or Poet, who employs 
himfelf according to his tafte and leifure. 

You will vifit Loretto, a pilgrimage fa- 
mous for the concourfe of ftrangers, and the 
treafures which enrich its fuperb temple. 

You .will at length come within fight of 
Rome, which may be feen for a thoufand 
years together, and always with new plea- 
fure. This city, placed on feven hills, which 
the Ancients called the Seven Miftreffes of the 
world, feems from thence to rule the uni- 
* . C veri£, 
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verfe, and haughtily to tell all nations, that 
{he is their Queen and their Capital. 

You will call to mind the ancient Romans 
(whofe memory will never be blotted out) 
when you caft your eyes on the Tiber, of 
which they have fo often fpoken, and which 
hath been fo often fwollen with their blood, 
and that of their enemies. 

You will be in an extafy at the fight of the 
Basilic of St. Peter, which the Connoif- 
•feurs call the wonder of the world, as being 
infinitely fuperior to Saint Sophia’s at Con- 
stantinople, Saint Paul’s at London, or 
the temple of Solomon itfelf. 

It is a building which grows larger and 
larger, as you go through it; where every 
thing is Coloffal, and yet every thing appears 
of an ordinary fize. The Paintings are enra- 
vifhing : the Maufoleums alive : and a perfon 
imagines he fees the new Jerufalem coming 
down from heaven, defcribed by St. John in 
the Revelation. 

You will find in the whole, and in every 
particular part of the Vatican (railed on the 
ruins of the falfe Oracles) beauties of every 
kind, which will at once tire and charm you? 
eyes- It is there where Raphael and Michael 
Angelo have difplayed, fometimes in the 
terrible, fometimes in the tender way, the 

matter* 
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fti after-pieces of their genius, by expreffing, 
in the moft lively manner, the full energy of 
their own fouls It is there that the learning 
and wit of all the writers in the world are de- 
pofited in a multitude of works, which corn- 
pofe the richeft and moft immenfe library. 

Churches, Palaces, Squares, Pyramids, Obe- 
lifks, Columns, Galleries, Facades, Theatres, 
Fountains, Gardens, Landfcapes, every thing 
will tell you, that you are- at Rome, and 
every thing attach you to it, as to the City, * 
which hath been ever univerfally admired in 
preference to all others. You will not indeed 
meet there with that French elegance, which 
prefers what is pretty to what is majeftic ; but 
that lofs will be compenfated by the obje&s 
you will find every inftant to excite your ad- 
miration. 

In a word, you will fee a new world in all 
the pieces of painting and of fculpture both of 
the ancients and moderns, and you will ima- 
gine this world animated. The Academy of 
Painting, occupied by the French , will lhew 
you pupils deftined one day to become great 
mafters, and who do honour to Italy by 
coming thither to receive leffons. 

You will admire the Grandeur and Sim- 
plicity of the Head of the Church, the fervant 
of the fervants of God in the order of hu- 

C 2 mility 
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mility, and the firft of men in the eyes of 
faith. The Cardinals, with whom he is fur- 
rounded, will reprefent to you the four and 
twenty Elders, who ftand round the Throne 
of the Lamb ; for you will find them as mo- 
deft in their deportment, as edifying in their 
manners. 

The misfortune is, that this magnificent 
view will terminate in a group of beggars, 
which Rome, by pouring forth ill-judged cha- 
rities, injudicioufly fupports in idlenefs, in- 
ftead of fetting them to fome ufeful employ- 
ment. — Thus the thorn Ihews itfelf with the 
rofe ; and vice is too often found clofe by 
virtue. 

But if you have a mind to fee Rome in 
its fplendour, endeavour to be here by the 
feaft of St. Peter. 

The illumination of the Church begins with 
a mild light, which one would willingly take 
for the reflection of the fetting fun. It caufes 
the moft beautiful pieces of Architecture to 
ftart forth, and then ends in undulating 
flames, which, form a moving picture, and 
which laft till day-break. This is accompa- 
nied with the playing off two pieces of fire- 
works, the brightnefs of which is fo great, 
that one would imagine the liars had de- 
tached 
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tached themfelves from the heavens, and were 
falling down with a noife. 

I fhall fay nothing to you of the ftrange 
metamorphofis, which hath placed, even in 
the Capitol, Friars of the order of St. Francis, 
and hath made a new Rome come out from 
the very ruins of the ancient Rome ; to teach 
the whole world, that Chriftianity is truly the 
work of God, and that it hath fubjugated the 
Conquerors of the world, to fettle itlelf in the 
centre of their pofieffions. 

If the new Romans do not appear to you 
of a warlike difpofition, it is owing to their 
prefent form of Government not infpiring 
them with valour; for they have in them- 
felves the germ or bud of every virtue, and 
make as good foldiers as any others, when' 
they bear arms in the fervice of a foreign 
power. It is certain, they are very ingenious 
and have a Angular aptitude for the fciences: 
and one would imagine they were born Pan- 
tomimes, fo exprelfive are they in their ges- 
tures from their very infancy. 

You will go from hence to Naples by the 
famous Appian way, which, unhappily, its 
great antiquity renders at this day very in- 
convenient; and you will come to that Par- 
thenope, where reft the alhes of Virgil, on 

whofe 
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whofe tomb is feen to grow- a laurel, that 
could be no where better placed. 

On one fide Mount Vesuvius, on another 
tiie Elysian Fields will prefent you with 
objeCts, the only ones of their kind; and 
when you are fatisfied with them, you will 
find yourfelf furrounded by a multitude of 
Neapolitans, full of life and wit, but too much 
abandoned to pleafure and floth to be what 
they might be. Naples would be an in- 
chanting city, did we not there meet with a 
croud of plebeians, who have all the air of 
beggars and thieves, often without being 
either the one or the other. 

The Churches are richly ornamented, but 
with an Architecture of a bad tafte, no way 
correfponding to that of Rome. You will 
take a Angular pleafure in going through tho 
Environs of this city, delightful for its fruits* 
its profpeCts, its fituation: and you will pe- 
netrate thofe famous fubterraneous paffages* 
where the city of Herculaneum was for- 
merly fwallowed up ' by an eruption of 
Mount Vesuvius. If perchance it Ihould be 
in a paffion, when you are there, you would 
fee torrents of fire coming from its bofom, 
majeftically fpread themfelves over the coun- 
try. Portici will prefent to you a collection 
of what hath been gathered from the ruins 
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of Herculaneum, and the neighbourhood of 
Puzzuoli, celebrated by the prince of Poets, 
will infpire you with a tafte for Poetry. 

You muft go thither with the Eneid in your 
hand, and confront what Virgil fays with 
the Cave of the Cumean Sybil and with the 
Acheron. 

You will return by Caserta, which for its 
decorations, its marbles, its extent, its aque- 
ducts, worthy of ancient Rome, will be the 
fineft Chateau in Europe; and you will pay 
a vifit to Monte Cassino, where the fpirit of 
St. Benedict ftill fubfifts, for near twelve 
centuries paft, without any interruption, riot- 
withftanding the immenfe riches of that fu- 
perb monaftery. 

Florence, where the fine arts firft fprung 
up, and where the moil magnificent mafter- 
pieces are depofited, will prefent you with 
other objeCts. You will there admire a city, 
which is fo handfome and prettily decorated, 
that it ought not to be fliewn, but on Sun- 
days; according to the remark of a Portu- 
guefe. 

There are every where feen traces of the 
fplendour and elegance of the Medicis, who 
are infcribed in the annals of tafte, as the Ref- 
torers of the fine arts. 

Leghorn, 
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Leghorn, a Sea-port, as populous, as it is 
profitable to Tuscany. Pisa, which hath 
always continued to have Schools, and learned 
men of every kind: Sienna, famous for the 
purity of its air and language will entertain 
you, one after another, in a very particular 
manner. Parma, fituated in the midft of the 
moft fertile paftures, will Ihew you a Theatre, 
which holds fourteen thoufand people, and 
where each one hears what ever is faid, though 
only in a whifper: and Placentia will ap- 
pear worthy of the name it bears, as an abode 
which, for its agreeable fituation, particularly 
pleafes travellers. 

You will not forget Modena, as being the 
native country of the Hluftrious Muratori, 
and as a city famous for the name it hath 
given its Sovereigns. 

At Milan you will find the fecond Church 
in Italy for grandeur and beauty. Above 
ten thouland marble ftatues decorate the out- 
fide of it ; and had it but a Front, it would be 
a mafter-piece of workmanfhip. The conversa- 
tion of the inhabitants is perfectly agreeable 
fince the French befieged it. People live 
there as they do at Paris j and every thing, 
even to the Hofpital, hath an air of Splen- 
dour. The Ambrosian Library is intereft r 
ing to the curious, and ihe Ambrosian Rite 
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is no lefs ,fo, particularly to an Ecclefiaftic, 
who is fond of knowing the practices of the 
Church, as well as their antiquity. 

From the account you will receive of the 
Borromean Islands, they will invite you 
to go to fee them. Placed in the middle of a 
moft delightful lake, they prefent to your 
fight whatever is moft magnificent and plea* 
fing in Gardens. \ 

Genoa will prove that fhe is truly the . 
stately, by her Churches and Palaces. It 
is remarkable for its Port, famed for its com- 
merce, and refort of Strangers: and there 
is feen a Doge, who is changed almoft like 
the fuperiours of Religious Communities, and 
hath little more authority. 

Laftly Turin, the refidence of a Court, 
where the Virtues have long taken up their 
abode, will charm you with the regularity of 
its buildings, the beauty of its fquares, the 
parallellifm of its ftreets, the wit of its inhabi- 
tants i and there you will agreeably end your 
journey. 

I have thus, as you fee, made the tour of 
Italy in a very expeditious manner, and at a 
fmall expence, to engage you really to come 
thither. Moreover it is enough for a man like 
you, to give him only a fketch of a picture. 

D 1 fay 
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i fay nothing of our manners : they are not 
more corrupted than thofe of other nations, 
whatever malice may affert to the contrary. 
They only vary in the {hades according to 
the difference of Government: for the Ro- 
man refembles not the Genoese, nor does 
the Venetian refemble the Neapolitan: and 
one may fay of Italy, as well as of the whole 
world, that, allowing fome trifling difference, 
it is here as elfewhere : “ a little good, and a 
“ deal of bad.” 

I fay nothing to you before hand of the 
.agreeable chearfulnefs of the Italians, any 
more than I do of their love for the arts 
and fciences ; it is what you will foon know, 
when you become acquainted with them, and 
efpecially, as your own converfation is fo 
charming, that it will be always a pleafure to 
fay to you : I am your very humble and obe- 
dient fervant. 

T have taken the opportunity of a moment’s 
leifure to give you an idea of my country. 
It is only a coarfe piece of painting, whereas 
from another hand it would have been a 
charming piece in Miniature. The fubjeci 
were worth attempting, but my pencil is not 
fine enough to execute it. 

Rome , Nov. t2, 17 56. 

LET- 
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LETTER III. 

To one of his Sifters. 

T HE lofs we have fufFered by the death 
of fo many Relations and friends, tells 
us, my dear filter, that this life is, in reality, 
only a borrowed life, and that God alone ef- 
fentially poffeffes immortality. But what 
ought to be our comfort is, that we lhall 
meet together again in him, if we conftantly 
fix our hearts on him. 

The pains you tell me you fuffer, ought to 
be more precious to you than pleafures, if 
you have faith. Mount Calvary is, here 
below, the place of a Chriftian : if ever he 
goes up to the top Thabor, it is only to flop 
' there for an inftant. 

My health continues equally vigorous, be- 
caufe I neither flatter nor pamper it. My 
ftomach would fometimes be indifpofed, but 
I tell it, that 1 am not at leifure to attend to 
it, and it then lets me alone. Study abforbs all 
thofe furd indifpofitions, of which man fo fre- 
quently complains. It often happens that idle- 
nefs is the only caufe of our indifpofition : 
and many women are ill, without knowing 
where their illnefs is, merely becaufe they 
D 2 have 
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have nothing to do. People grow tired of 
being too well ; and too great a fhare of health 
is burthenfome to people of the world. 

I am glad to hear fiich good news of little 
Michael. He is a plant, which, well cultiva- 
ted, will one day produce excellent fruit: all 
depends on a proper culture— a man becomes 
every thing, or nothing, according to his 
education. 

You lament that we fee not one another; 
but it is neither our figure nor our words, 
which form our friendfhip. Provided our 
affedtions and our thoughts bring us together, 
it is of no confequence at what diftance our 
perfons are. When we love one another in 
God, we always fee one another, becaufe God 
is every where. — He ought to be the centre 
of all our feelings, as he is that of all fpirits. 

I embrace you moft cordially, and am fen- 
fible of the value of the letters you write to 
me. They recall to my remembrance a Fa- 
ther, .whom I knew too fhort a time; and a 
Mother, whofe life was a continual leffon of 
virtue. I never fail remembring them at the 
altar, any more than I do you, my dear lif- 
ter, whofe moft humble and affectionate bro- 
ther and fervant I am beyond all expreflion, 
&c. 
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LETTER IV. 

To Monftgnor Bouget, private Chamberlain to 
his Holinefs. 

Monsignor, 

I Will not fail to accept of your gracious 
invitation, as from a man, who unites in 
Ills perfon, wit, fcience, and chearfulnefs. If 
ever melancholy lhould offer to lay hold on 
me, I would feek your agreeable converfation, 
the value of which Benedict XIV perfectly 
knows, and which would have made the 
lame impreffion on Saul as did David’s harp. 
You have the talent of relating things in a 
raofi. rapid and moft interefting manner. Mere 
nothings, by the turn you give them, become 
matter of a folid converfation. 

It is fome time fince we met at the Trinity 
of the Mount. Our French Minims deferve 
to be frequently vifited : no man can help 
being fond of them, who loves the fciences 
and fociety: and this fondnefs for them is 
encreafed, when you are there. 

When you come to fee me, I will {hew you 
my reflections on a caufe, which will engage 
your attention. There are of all forts in the 
Holy Office. Some make a man laugh ; fome 
make him figh : but be not afraid of my read- 
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ing to you any thing of the mod gloomy 
Lind. — The great art of fociety is to know 
how to ferve people according to their tafte. 

Chearfulnefs is the true Phyfician of the 
ftudious : after being confined by obftinate 
labour, both the mind and the heart require 
to be let at liberty. It js as necellary for 
the foul to expand itfelf, if we defire to reco- 
ver our verdure and bloom, as it is for a 
tree to enjoy the open air. There are how- 
ever fome people, who refemble the rofe out 
of flower, which ftiews us nothing but bark 
and thorns. When I meet with them, I lay 
not a word; but pals by in a hurry for fear 
of being pricked. 

Chearfulnefs keeps off old age. With it a 
man always looks frelh, inftead of being 
wan, and wrinkled; the effeft of uneafinefs 
and cares. 

The reafon why Benedict XIV. enjoys fo 
' good a Hate of health, is that he is always 
extremely chearful. He lays down his pen, 
to vent fome bons mots ; then he takes it up 
again, and is never tired. 

You have done very well to ingraft the 
Italian chearfulnefs on the French: it is the 
way to live an hundred years. This is what 
I wifli you, being, beyond what I can exprels. 
Monsignor, your very humble, &c. 
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LETTER V. 

To the Most Reverend Abbot of Monts 
Cassinq. 

Most Reverend, 

Y OU do me too much honour in confulting 
me with re/v^ e A to date of your two 
manufcripts. By comparing them with the 
writing of the ninth Century, I take them 
to be of that age. Moreover one of our 
Authors, who lived in that age, and is little 
known (though we have fome fragments of 
his on the Sacrifice of the Mafs) is cited in 
thofe Manufcripts. 

It is very generous in you to deign to take 
the opinion of a poor Francifcan, when you are 
the Head of an Order, perfectly acquainted 
with Antiquity; and which hath given the 
moft fhining and moft honourable proofs 
thereof in every part of the world. “We 
“ fhould have been the greateft fools, faid In- 
“ nocent XI C Odefcalchi ) had it not been 
“ for the Benedictine Monks.” Befides being 
the glory of the Holy See, and of different 
Churches, for whole ages together, they were 
moreover the Fathers and prefervers of hiffory. 
It was with them the Monarchs fovind their 

moil 
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moft auguft and moft interefting title-deeds; 
and with them learning and religion were pre- 
ferved without interruption, as the moft pre- 
cious of depofites, whilft the thickeft cloud 
feemed to cover the Univerfe. Notwithftanding 
their riches and power, they were never known 
to form cabals in kingdoms, or enter into in- 
trigues againft the State: on^e contrary, they 
have been of great afliftante it. We may 
therefore fay, that notwithftanding all the 
riches and honours they enjoy, the public 
gratitude hath not yet repaid them. 

If I can comply with yOUr delire, I will, 
with pleafure, go to that famous folitude, out 
of which have come a whole world of faints 
and learned men. We imagine that, by tread- 
ing on the foil inhabited by great men, we 
partake of their merit. 

Nothing can be added to the profound re- 
fpett with which I am, &c. 

Rome, March 5, 1748. 
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LETTER VL 

To Mr. Stuart, a Scotch Gentleman. 

I Have followed you in fpirit, my very 
dear lir, both by fea, and on the 
Thames. "While my foul alone travels in 
England, I lhall not be infulted : whereas, 
were I to appear there in perfon, and in my 
'Friar’s garb, God knows how the Mob would 
ufe me — You mull own that the Popes are 
a good-natured fort of men : for were they 
difpofed to ufe reprifals, they would infift, 
that any Prieft, Monk, or Friar (hould be al- 
lowed to enter London in his habit, or that 
they would fuffer no Englifliman to come to 
Rome. And who would be caught there? You 
firft of all, my dear fir, who are fond of vifit- 
ing Italy from time to time.,, But, I pro- 
teft, I fhould be iriore fo than you ; and you 
may believe me: for I am fincerely attached 
to the English nation, which has all along 
cheiilhed the fciences in a diftinguifhed man- 
ner, and with which an acquaintance may 
much improve us. We Ihould be too great 
lofers, were we deprived of feeing it, at 
leaft in fome of its natives. I have a de- 
termined paffion for your great Poets and 
E your 
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your eminent Philofophers. With them a 
man becomes fublime, and perceives the world 
beneath his feet. I fometimes pay a vifit to 
Newton by night. While all nature feems 
to fleep, 1 fit up to read, and admire 
him. Never did man unite, like him, fcience’ 
with fimplicity — It is chara&eriftic of true ge- 
nius, to be a ftranger to puffing and often- 
tation. 

I depend on your bringing for me, at your 
return, the fmall manufcript of Berkl ey, that 
illuftrious mad-man, who fancied there was 
nothing material in the world, and that all 
bodies exifted only in our ideas. What a 
fpectacle for reafon, fliould all the learned, 
who have bewildered themfelves with different 
fyftems, meet together, and this fame Reafon, 
after having kept incognito , come and enlighten 
them with its rays! How furpiized, and abaffied 
at the fame time, would they be, they who had 
the vanity to think themfelves more than in- 
fpired! The world hath at all times been a- 
bandoned to difputes and errours ; and we 
ought to reckon ourfelves happy, that, in 
the midft of fo many clouds and contradic- 
tions, we have an unerring light to enable 
us to take the right road. I fpeak of the 
Torch of Revelation, which, in fpite of 
every effort of Infidelity, will_never be extin- 
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guiflied. It is with Religion as with the Firma- 
ment, which fcmetimes appears to us darken- 
ed, though in itfelf it be no lefs radiant. The 
paffions and fenfual pleafures are vapours, 
which arife from the womb of our corrup-. 
tion, and deprive us of celeftial truths : but 
the man who reflects, without being alarmed 
or furprifed, waits for the return of a clear 
Iky. Ought we not to know, that the fogs 
raifed by the followers of Celfus , Porphyry , 
Spinofa, Collins . , and Bayle, are difperfed ? And 
thofe raifed by our modern Philofophy will 
have the fame fate. In every age have ap- 
peared fome men of a Angular turn of mind, 
■who, it would feem,. fometimes by force of 
arms, and fometimes by Fanaticifii), muft 
have overturned Chriftianity. They have, 
however, paffed over like thofe ftorms, which 
only ferve to make the face of heaven appear 
more clear and ferene. 

It is for want of principles to go upon, that 
people fuffer themfelves to be puzzled with 
fophifms. The moft defpicable objections are 
looked on as unanfwerable, by a man who knows 
nothing. In Religion every thing is connected, 
every thing is combined ; and if we lofe our 
hold of one Angle truth, we And nothing be- 
fore us but abyffes and darknefs. Man, in- 
Read 0 f concluding from the Aght of what 
£ 2 he 
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he enjoys, that God can undoubtedly beftow 
upon him more wonderful good things after 
this life, judges that the Deity, almighty 
as he is, can go no farther; and that this 
world is neceflarily the term of his Wifdom 
and Power. 

I could like to fee a work, which Ihould 
prove, in a demonftrative manner (nor would 
it be a difficult talk for a perfon, who under- 
ftood natural Philofophy and Theology) that 
the w'orld, as known to us, is, in truth, a 
riddle. Religion alone can account either for 
the immenfity of the Heavens (the ufe of 
which the Unbeliever cannot guefs) or for 
the miferies we fuffer, of which the Philo- 
fopher cannot find but the caufe ; or for the 
ever new-arifing defires which agitate us, and 
whofe impetuofity we cannot calm. 

We have fometimes touched upon thefe 
important fubjebts in our chat, one while at 
the Villa Borghefe, another while at the Villa 
Negroni. That time is now paft, and with 
it a part of our life ; becaufe every thing 
pafies away, except the fineere attachment, 
with which I am moft cordially, my dear fir, 
&c. 

Rome, May 13, 1748. 

LET- 
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LETTER VII. 

To Signora Bazardi. 

C Onsult me hot, I beg of you, concern- 
ing the Religious Rate of life, which 
your fon has a mind to embrace. If I tell 
you that he can do nothing better, you will 
confider me as an interefled man, who fpeaks 
in favour of his Order, it on the contrary, 
I anfwer, that he will do well not to think of 
it, you will prefume that it is the advice of a 
Friar difgufted with his Rate of life, or of one 
convinced, that the life of a Cloifler is a life of 
mifery. So that. Madam, I neither fay yes, 
or do I fay no. Every object hath two fides ; 
the queflion is to know which is the better, 
and to adopt it. 

Did I forefee that a PoRulant would be- 
come a great man for learning and piety, 
I would ufe all my endeavours to determine 
him: but as I do not know what is to come 
to pafs, I am very much on the referve, and 
never advife any one to embrace a Religious 
Rate, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Rome, May 13, 1748. 

LET- 
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LETTER VIU. 

To the Prelate Cekati. 

1 Cannot pardon you for depriving the pub- 
lic of a multitude of Anecdotes well 
known to you, a collection of which would 
be extremely entertaining. When I come to 
fee you again, I will take my pencil with me 
and write down whatever you fay. What would 
become of the fciences, if all the learned were 
to follow your plan ? The conversation indeed 
might be lively ; but reading, there would be 
none. 

Monsignor Cerati ought to refleft, that 
when he talks, he is only ufeful to thole 
about him; and that were he to write, he 
would render fervice to perfons at the greateft 
diftance. A good book becomes the patri- 
mony of the whole world ; it is equally in the 
hands of the Russian, and the Italian. The 
Pope ought to oblige you, under the penalty 
of Excommunication, to lay open, by print- 
ing, whatever you conceal from the know- 
ledge of the public. But perhaps, as you 
have feen foreign nations, you will not now 
be fo much an U (tramontane*, but may imagine 

* In France the exalted opinions which the Italian School- 
men entertain of the Pope’s power, are called Ultramontane 
Notions , and the fupporters of them Ultramontane Divines • 
See Let. a, 25 * 47> &c. 
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that the judgment of a Decree of Rome can 
be eluded ? “ He has feen a great deal (faid 
** Cardinal Porto-Carrero the other day, 
** Ipeaking of you) he has read a great deal, 
“ and remembers every thing ; but it will be 
“ of no fervice to us, as he will carry his 
“ knowledge with him to the other world/* 
Too much has been written; and it makes 
me figh, when I confrder all thofe productions, 
which freethinking has brought forth. But 
too much can never be written, if we Ipeak 
of thofe excellent fubje&s you are Mailer of. 
For my part I will have it in print, that you 
cannot be too much admired, and that I can- 
not too often repeat, how much I have the 
honour to be, &c. 


LETTER IX. 

To the Marquis Clerici, a Milanefe. 

Mr. Marquis, 

G Ive me leave to lay before you, that 
James Piovi is in the utmoft diftrefs. I 
will not mention to you, that he is one of 
the Pope’s foldiers : that would be but a poor 
recommendation to an Auftrian Officer: but 
I will put you in mind, that he hath fix chil- 
dren; that he hath kept his bed for thefe nine 

months 
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months paft; and laftly, that he is your 
God-fon. 

Generofity, which is your particular char 
racteriftic, and which only feeks opportunities 
of giving, has here an ample field to gratify, 
itfelf. Were you one of thofe ordinary fouls, 
who oblige only with regret, I fhould never 
have thought of importuning you. I do not 
like to force kindneffes ; I would have them 
flow from the fpring, and originate in greatnefc 
of foul. 

I fee this letter (among thole you daily re- 
ceive from fo many of the Military) like a 
piece of patch-work, which will divert you. 
The fignature of Brother Ganganelli can haye 
no merit in your eyes, but by being placed 
below that refpeft, with which I have the 
honour to be, fir, &c. 

Rome, Sept. 9, 1 748. 


LETTER X. 
To Madam ***** 


Madam, , 

T RUE Religion confifts neither in a 
neglect of drefe, or in wearing dark- 
coloured cloaths. The greateft part of De- 
votees 
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votees imagine, I know not for what reafon, 
that dark colours are more pleaCng to the 
heavenly fpirits, than bright ones. The An- 
gels however are always painted in white or 
iky-blue. I do not like a piety, which makes 
a (hew of itfelf. Modefty depends not on the 
colour of our cloaths. A decency of drefs and 
behaviour are enough to make us what we 
ought to be. 

Obferve, moreover, that if any woman be 
guilty of uttering fcandal in company ; if fhe 
be peevifh, and in a rage at mankind, fhe is 
generally fpeaking in dark-coloured cloaths. 
Singularity hath fo little to do with true de- 
votion, that the Gofpel orders us to wafli our 
faces when we faft, that we may not be taken 
notice of by others. 

My opinion therefore, Madam,' is, that you 
change nothing in the fafhion and colour of 
your cloaths. Let your heart belong entirely 
to God: let all your actions be referred to 
him. That is the capital point. 

Had it not been for the Devotees, the world 
would never hav% thrown fo much ridicule 
on Devotion. Almoft ever full of a bitter 
zeal, they are pleafed with themfelves alone ; 
and they would have every one become flaves 
to their whims ; for their piety is often no more 
than humour. 

E Every 
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Every perfon truly pious, is patient, meek 
and humble — fufpe&s no evil — is not peevifh 
—hides the faults of a neighbour, when they 
cannot be excufed. Every perfon truly pious, 
laughs with thofe whs laugh , and weeps with 
thofe who weeps according to- the advice of St. 
Paul, and is wife with fobriety ; for moderation 
is neceffary in all things. 

In a word, true Devotion is charity ; and 
whatever is done without it, is of no ufe to- 
wards falvation. Falfe Devouts do little lefs 
harm to Religion, than thofe who have none 
at all Always ready to take fire at whatever 
agrees not with their opinions or humour, 
their zeal is reliefs, impetuous, perfecuting; 
and they are commonly Fanatics, or fuperfti- 
tious; Hypocrites, or ignorant. .Jesus Christ 
never fpares them in his Gofpel to teach us to 
miftruft them. 

When you find, Madam, that there is nei- 
ther rancour in your heart, nor haughtinefs 
in your foul, nor Angularity in your actions : 
that you keep the Commandments of God, 
and of the Church without affectation, and 
without troubling your head about mere tri- 
fles: you may then believe that you are really 
in the way of falvation. 

Above all things make your fervants happy, 
by keeping from plaguing them. Tho’ others, 
they are ftill ourfelves, and we ought continually 

to 
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to lighten their yoke. Ever to have a ferene 
countenance, is the way to be well ferved. 
True Piety preferves at all times the fame 
calmnefs and the fame tranquillity, while falfe 
Devotion is varying every inftant. 

Maintain your Nieces a'ccording to their 
rank, and require not of them that they 
fhould do exactly whatever you do; becaufe 
you are particularly fond of mortification. 

This fubject alone would demand a whole 
letter. Young people are often difgufled with 
Piety, becaufe too great perfection is re- 
quired of them; and we foon tire ourfelves 
with works of penance, when we know not 
how to be moderate. A common way of 
life is the moft fafe, though not the mofl per- 
fect. It is an excels to forbid yourfelf all vifits 
and diverfions. Take care that your Director 
be not too much of a Myftic, and that his 
manner of directing you end not in making 
you rather a fcrupulous, than a good Chriflian. 

Where is the neceffity of plaguing one’s felf 
fa much in order to become pious ? Religion 
teaches what we are to believe, and what we 
are to do ; and there never will be a better 
Director than the Gofpel. Mingle folitude 
with fociety ; and contract fuch acquaintance, 
as may neither throw you into melancholy, 
nor lead you into diffipation. 

F 2 Vary 
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Vary your reading. There are fome forts 
amufing, and may fucceed fuch as are ferious. 
■When St. Paul lays down the rules of decent 
converfation, he allows us to fay things merry 
and pleafing : ^ 'uacunque amabilia .* 

We fliould fertfe God like flaves, did we 
imagine that we finned in every thing we do. 
The yoke of the Lord is the lighteft and 
fweeteft of all yokes. Love God, faid St. Auftin, 
and do what you will ; for then you will do 
nothing, but what is agreeable to him; and 
you will ad with regard to him, as a child 
does with regard to a Father whom he loves. 

Above all things be charitable to the poor, 
efpecially as you have it in your power to aflift 
them. ' Humanity is the pedeftal of Religion ; 
and whoever is not charitable, is not a Chriftian. 

I do not advife you, by any means, to give to 
Monafteries. Befides that they will never be in 
want of neceffaries, it is, moreover, an injuftice 
to impoverifh families in order to enrich them. 
People never ceafe crying out againft the ra- 
pacioufnefs of the Monks and Friars ; and we 
muft not give the world room to make any 
new complaints on that head. Our reputa- 
tion ought to be our riches ; and that repu- 
tation ought to be grounded on difinterefted- 
nefs, and the practice of every virtue. 

* Whatever things are lovely. Eph. iv. 8. 

Though 
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Though a friend to my profeffion, I would 
never engage any one to bellow largefies on 
us, or to become a Religious. I dread giving 
room to reproaches and repentance, as I fhould 
dread tiring you, were I to make this letter 
any longer, which hau no other merit in my 
eyes, than the opportunity it procures me of 
alluring you of the refpett with which I have 
the honour to be, Madam, &c. 

Rome, Jan. 2, 1749. 


LETTER XI. 

To the Rev. Father a Francifcan Friar • 

I Have been for three days together, my 
dear Friend, fcrawling whatever you feem 
to wifh for. I have endeavoured to put in 
this Difcourfe the Pathetic, the Sublime, the 
.Simple and the Temperate; fo that there will 
be fomething to pleafe the different taftes. 
You muft take pains to get it well by heart, 
and to deliver it in a proper manner, not only 
fo as to fatisfy yourfelf, but alfo your audi- 
ence, which will be both very numerous, and 
made up of perfons of great diftinftion. 

This little work will fliew fome marks of 
hurry; but it will have the more fire on that 
account When I am in hafte, my imagina- 
tion kindles like a Volcano. I call in all my 
ideas, my thoughts, my perceptions, my feel- 
ings. 
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ings, and thefe boil up together in my head, 
and on the paper in a furprifing manner. 

Notwkhftanding the warmth you will find 
in this production, I have placed it in as much 
order as I could. I fhall be fatisfied, if you 
are fo; and I earneftly wilh you may. 

. The war rages more furioufly than ever. 
This I have from Flanders, where fortrefies 
fall like tiles every minute from the tope of the 
houfes in a ftorm. God grant that the French 
may be ever Conquerors ! You know my at- 
tachment to that nation, and how much I 
intereft myfelf in their fuccefs. There is cer- 
tainly fomething wanting to my exiftence. I 
ought really to have been born in France : my 
turn of mind and heart makes me judge fo. 

Let not any one know that you have heard 
from me. Monks are cunning, and they may 
guefs from whence your difcourfe came, if, 
you put them in mind of me. 

I am always in the bofom of my own 
thoughts, which difperfe, or keep clofe to- 
gether according to the work. Providence 
impofes on me, or which arifes from cir- 
cumftances. The whole day is often a 
chaos, in which I perceive nothing diftinCtly : 

I am obliged to pals fucceflively from one bu- 
finefs to another; and they are frequently 
more unlike than black and white, light and 
darknefs. I then throw myfelf into the vortex 

of 
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of my brethren, chatting about, and laughing 
firft at one thing, and then at another j for this 
I {land in need of, in order to recover a new 
being: fo far have I gone beyond my ftrength. 
I often leave the old people to chat with the 
young, and we play like fo many children. 
It is the beft way of diverting one’s felf after 
profound ftudy, and it was the praftice of the 
celebrated Muratori. 

Adieu : love me, becaufe you ought to do 
fo, lince I am, as I have been, and ever will 
^e, your beft friend. 

Convent of the Apoftles . 

LETTER XII. 

To a Prebend of O s i m o. 

S I R, 

R EUgion, fhut up from all eternity in the 
bofom of God, {hewed itfelf at the mo- 
ment the univerfe fprang forth from nothing, 
and came and refted in the heart of Adam. 
This was her firft temple on earth, and from 
thence the moft fervent defires continually ex- 
haled towards heaven. Eve formed in inno- 
cence, as well as her hufband, {hared with- 
him the ineftimable happinefs of blefling, every 
inftant, the Author of their being. The birds 
with their warbling notes joined in this divine 
concert, and all nature added its applaufe. 

Such was Religion, and fuch its worfliip, 

when 
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when fin entered the world, and defiled its 
purity. Then Innocence fled, and Repentance 
endeavourd to fupply its place. Adam, ba- 
nifhed from the terreftrial paradife, found no 
longer any thing but brambles and thorns, 
where he had before gathered the fineft flow- 
ers, and the moft exquifite fruits. 

The righteous Abel made to God a burnt- 
offering of. his own heart, and fealed with his 
blood the love he had for juftice and truth. 
Noah, Lot, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, mutu- 
ally engaged to obferve the law of nature, the 
only Religion then pleafing to God. 

Moses appeared like a new ftar blazing on 
Mount Sinai, near the fun of righteoufnefs ; 
and the Decalogue was given him to be exe- 
cuted in its purity. Claps of thunder were 
the external fign of this new covenant, and 
the Hebrew people became the depofitaries of 
a law written by Wifdom itfelf. 

Notwithftanding the zeal of Moses, Joshua 
and all the leaders of the people of God, the 
Chriftian Religion alone formed Adorers in 
fpirit and truth. Whatever was holy, before 
its exiftence, appertained to it ; and when, 
emanating from the Word Incarnate, it 
appeared in the univerfe, it eftablilhed itfelf on 
the ruins of Judaifm, as the daughter of pre- 
dilection*, and changed the face of the whole 
world. 

* Filla dile&a. 

Evil 
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Evil defires, as well as evil actions, were in- 
terdicted ; and the moft pure and moft fublime 
virtues germinated in the blood of a multi- 
tude of Martyrs. 

The Church fucceeded the Synagogue; 
•and the Apoftles, who were its pillars, had 
fuccefiors, to be renewed to the end of 
time. According to this moft heavenly plan, 
and moft divine oeconomy, the reality fuc- 
ceeds the ftiadow ; for the whole ancient 
law was no more than a figure of Jesus 
Christ: and evidence, after death, will be 
the reward of faith. We fliall fee God as 
he is in himfelf, and reft eternally in him. 

It is thus. Sir, you are to begin your work 
on Religion : you muft go up to its fource, 
{hew its excellency, raife yourfelf with it to 
heaven, from whence it came down, and whi- 
ther it is to return. 

Religion will only then be perfectly eftab- 
lilhed, when there {hall be no other reign, but 
that of charity : for' it is neither learning nor 
exterior magnificence that conftitutes its merit, 
but the love of God. That is the bafis of our 
worfhip ; and we are mere phantoms of virtue, 
if we are not convinced of this truth. 

I confider Religion as a chain, of which 
God himfelf is the firft link, and whofe length 
'is that of eternity. Without this band every 
thing falls to pieces, every thing is ovcrturn- 

G ed: 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



42 LETTERS «/ Let.xii. 

■ed : Men are animal9 Only worthy of con- 
tempt ; nor hath the Univerfe any : thing in- 
terefting in it. It is neither the fun nor 
the earth which conftitute its merit, but the 
glory of being (hut up in the immenfity of the 
Supreme Being, and of fubfifling only through 
Jesus Christ, according to the words of the 
Apoftle : ^ill things were created by him and 
in him .... and all things fubftft in him.* 

Take care there be nothing in your work, 
but what is worthy of your fubje& ; and when, 

. in your way, you meet with any famous Un- 
believer, or celebrated Herefiarch, overthrow 
him with that courage which truth infpires, 
but without oftentation or bitternefs. 

Religion is fo beautiful a caufe to main- 
tain (as uniting in its favour every teftimony 
on earth and in heaven) that it ought not to 
be defended but with moderation. Efforts of 
.wit and genius have nothing in common with 
truth. “ It is enough to Ihew Religion as it 
is in itfelf,” faid St. Charles Borromaeo, “ to 
prove its neceflity.” Thofe men who were 
for having no worftup at all, were either re- 
duced to eat acorns, or abandoned themfelves 
to the greateft enormities. 

I have now made a ftudy of Religion for 
upwards of forty -five years, and I am every 

* Omnia per ipfum it in ipfo creata Junt . . . . et omnia in 
ipfo conjiant . CqJ. i. 16, 17. 

day 
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day more ftruck with it It is of too elevated 
a nature to be the work of man, whatever 
Irreligion may pretend. Fill yourfelf with the 
fpirit of God, before you write any thing, that 
you may not give us empty words. If the 
heart agree not with the pen, while it exprefles 
facred truths, the Readers are feldom affe&ed. 
Penetrate their fouls with the fame fire, which 
God himfelf brought down on earth, and your 
book will produce wonderful effects. 

What hath rendered the little book de Imi - 
tatione Chrifti , or the Following of Chrifi , fo va- 
luable and fb moving, is that its Author 
(Gersen, Abbot of Vercelli , in Italy) has tranf- 
fufed into it all that charity, with which he 
was himfelf fo divinely inflamed. 

Gerson is often confounded with Gersen: 
it is however eafy to demonftrate, that neither 
Gerson, nor Thomas a' Kempis, was the 
Author of that inimitable book. It affords 
me, I own, an infinite pleafure, that fo excel- 
lent a work fhould come from an Italian. In 
the fifth chapter of the fourth book there is 
an evident proof, that it was not written by 
a Frenchman. The Prieft is there laid, when 
he has on his facerdotal Veftments, to bear 
before him the crofs of Chrift. Now every 
body knows that the Chafuble or upper Veft- 
ment in France differ from thofe of Italy in 
this, that the Crofs in the former is on the 
G 2 back. 
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back. I have no defign however to write a 
differ tat ion, but ihall content myfelf withaf* 
Curing you. See. 

Rome , Feb. 6 , 1749. 


LETTER XIII. 

To Count Algarotti. 

T HE Pope is ever great, and ever enter- 
taining for his bans mots . — He was faying 
the other day, that he had always loved you, 
and that it would give him very great plea- 
fure to fee you again. He fpeaks with admi- 
ration of the King of Pruflia ; and it muft be 
owned, that he is a Monarch, whofe hiftory 
will make one of the fineft Monuments of the 
eighteenth Century. See here and acknow- 
ledge my generality! For that Prince makes 
the greatell jeft poflible of the Court of Rome, 
and of us Monks and Friars. 

Your laft letter is replete with Philofophy. 
I have fliewn it to fome of our common 
friends, and they found in it the fire of the 
Italians, and the phlegm of the Germans. 
This, mixture does wonderfully in the eyes of 
men of fenfe and genius- 

Cardinal Querini will not be fatisfied, un- 
lefs he have you with him for fome time at 
Brefcia. He one day told me, that he would 

invite 
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invite you to come and dedicate his Library. 
He is enriching it to the utmoft of his power* 
to the end, no doubt, that it may be worthy 
of you. 

You will give new life to Bologna at your 
return thither. The Mufes are not afleep, 
though lefs animated than formerly. It muft 
be a wit like yours, that Can eledrify the 
Academicians. 

Rome does not make me forget that city, 
■where I formerly fpent fome time. The re- 
membrance of the learned I knew there, ren- 
ders it always prefent to my mind. If the will 
of the Pontiff did not keep me here bound 
with cords, 1 would go with pleafure, and end 
my days there, as I fee nothing in the courfe 
I have to finifli, that could be more agreeable, 
or more to my advantage 1 lhould then pof- 
fefs myfelf, and be perfedly content, though 
the, poffeflion would be but very fmall The 
domain of my knowledge is of fo little extent, 
that when I reduce myfelf to my own being, 
I am confined to the moil Ample mediocrity. 

Phyfiology comes and tells me that I ne- 
gleft her. My anfwer is, that I am the greater 
lofer. But what would you have me to do? 
Theology is become my fovereign Miftrefs, 
and I am obliged to obey her without referve. 
They who know her not, take her to be a 
Chimaera, or a phantom} for my part, as I 

confider 
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coafider her under every relation, and in her 
whole extent, I confefs her to be the true 
light of die fold, and the life of the Ele£fc. 
Whatever emanates from God; whatever hath 
1 relation to God, or fpeaks of him; cannot 
be a futile or indifferent object. There is no 
harm in preaching to a Phiiofopher, who 
feldom goes to hear a fermon, and who will 
not have become a great faint by reftdihg at 
Potfdam, 

You are there three men, whofe talents 
might be of great ufe to Religion, if you 
would change their direction, viz. Yourself^ 
Mon£ de Voltaire, andi M. de Maupertuis. 
But that is not the ton of the age, and you are 
refblved to fellow the fafliion. 

Waiting for that prodigy, which God can 
operate any moment, though there be Kttle 
appearance of it at prefent, I have the honour 
to be with the higheft efteem, &c. 


LETTER XIV. 

To M. ? Abbe L a m u 

I HADt a define once more to fee Frescati* 
that delightfome abode, where a thoufand 
jets-d’eaus uninterruptedly darting up towards 
the Iky, are a lively image of the elevation 
and depreffion of frail mortals.: I have tired 

both 
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both my legs and my eyes with walking, and 
making obfervations. The country is only 
agreeable, in proportion as we open the two 
great books of Botany and Aftronomy, one of 
which is above our heads, the other under 
our feet.. It is furpriiing to fee how the foul 
elevates itfelf to the height of a ftar, and then 
falls down on a grain of fand : how it ex- 
pands itfelf through the immenfity of the 
heavens, and how it folds itfelf up again : 
how it analyfes light, how it anatomifes an 
infe£t, how inceflantly it is defiring, and how 
limited its faculties are. So that we may fay 
with Dante : . “ That the foul is the greateft 
wonder of the Univerfe.” 

The ftudy of nature is neceflary, in order to 
know the Author of it. Hence Newton fays, 
that it is abfolutely impaffible for an Aftro- 
nomer, or an Anatomift, to be an Atheift. The 
air is not feen, though we feel }ts influence 
on every fide $ and thus it is an image of God 
himfelf, who, though invifible, every mo- 
ment gives us , notice of both his prefence and 
agency. 

I have really recovered a new life in the 
cowntry, to employ it more than ever in ftudy. 
Heath, faid an Ancient, ought to find an Em- 
perour on his feet ; and I add, a Confultor of 
the Holy Office with his pen in his hand. You 
. will 
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will agree with me, that I do not place myfelf 
amifs. 

This laft moment draws near to us every 
fecond, and time is almoft nothing. Paft, pre- 
fent and future come fo clofe together, that 
there is not time to diftinguifh them. Scarce 
doth the year begin its courfe, when it is at 
an end. 

I never wrote a Angle word ; I never mad£> 
a Angle comma ; which I did not conAder as a 
point cut off from my life. This way of fee- 
ing things is the beft means to keep off ambi- 
tion; and therefore I believe fhe never will 
come and knock at my door. I defpife For- 
tune too much for her ever to make any ad- 
vances towards me. I conAder it however as 
very fortunate for me, when I can affure you 
of fhe attachment with which I am, &c. 

Rome, Oil. 12, 1749. 


LETTER XV. 

To a Carmelite Nun. 

I T feems to me, Rev. Mother, that God, by 
a predilection, has made choice of moun- 
tains, to Agnalize his glory and mercies. I fee 
in facred fcripture the Mounts Sinai , Tbabor , 
Olivet and Calvary , as the moft privileged 
places of the whole Univerfe, for the wonders 

wrought 
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wrought on them : and I fee alfo in Church- 
hiftory Monte-CaJJino and Mount Carmel , as 
the fprings from whenc? have flowed two Re- 
ligious Orders, that do honour to Religion 
by their penitential lives. 

St. Theresa, your illuftrious Reformatrix, 
is one of thofe great fouls, whom God raifed 
up for the good of Chriftianity. She is a Fa- 
ther of the Church for her learning and wri- 
tings : a model of penance for her aufterities. 
Not a Angle cloud obfcures, in the leaft de- 
gree, any of her actions. Ever with God to 
hearken to him, ever with the faithful to in- 
ftruCt them, ever in the fame degree of per- 
fection, fhe is a prodigy of knowledge and 
fanCtity. 

Her works are not fufficiently known; but 
the flneft, undoubtedly, is that wonderful 
Harmony, which reigns among fo many il- 
luftrious young women, of whom fhe is the 
flock and the model. 

You have no inftruCtions to receive, Rev. 
Mother, but from that great Saint. She has 
faid every thing, fhe has forefeen every thing, 
fhe has taught every thing. Nuns cannot 
have a better Director; and they will apply to 
her, if their piety have none of thofe too fenfl- 
ble attachments, which hurt true devotion. 

Confult therefore St. Theresa, and not 
Brother Ganganelli, the moft inflgnificant 

H per- 
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perfonage T know. I only glean after thofe 
who have made a plentiful harveft ; and all 
the correfpondence I can have with you, is to 
defire you to pray for me. The prayers of the 
Carmelite Nuns are the moil agreeable per- 
fume that can mount up to the throne of 
God. But not to interrupt any longer the 
filence prefcribed by your rule, I Ihall content 
myfelf with mentioning nothing more, than 
the refpect with which I Ihall be, while life 
endures, your very humble, &c. 

Convent of the ^dpofiles, June 19, 1749. 


LETTER XVI. 

To Cardinal Valenti, Secretary of State. 
Most Eminent, 

T HIS Letter is the fupplication of a poor 
Friar, who in treats you in behalf of an 
objedt, lefs than nothing in the eyes of a 
great Lord like you ; but who is worthy of 
all your attention, if you confider him in the 
light of that Chriftian Philofophy, which brings 
all men upon a level, and which diredts all 
your addons. 

The perfon I fpeak of is Dominick Baldly 
who has been long in your fervice, and who 
has been turned away for a mere ftart of 
paffion. As he came from the place where I 

was 
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veas born, and as I know he has many good 
qualities (and particularly that of being moft 
fincerely attached to you) I make bold to entreat 
your Eminence to reftore him to your favour. 

You have a great foul, my Lord ; and I 
am fure of fuccefs, if you will but hearken to 
it : your own heart will be my beft interceffor 
with you — Men are not Angels — Servants have 
their faults; and Matters have equally theirs 
alfo. 

I would have waited on you to follicit in 
perfon this favour ; but probably I mutt have 
flayed fome time in the Antichamber, on ac- 
count of the people and bufinefs with which you 
are furrounded ; but really I am not at leil'ure 
to lofe my time. So many burdens of every 
kind are layed on me, that I ftand in need of 
all my fpirits to fupport me under them. 

If you vouchfafe to hear my prayer, my 
gratitude fliall be as lafting, and as extenfive, 
as the profound refpedt with which I am your 
Eminence’s moft humble, &c. 

Rome, the 21ft Injlant. 

letter xvii. 

To the fame. 

I AM proud that an Atom has fixed the 
attention of an Eminence ; and that a 
poor wretch, who had nothing but my mean 
H 2 recoar 
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Tecommendation, has again been taken im-g 
your fervice. ■ This aft of goodnefs does you 
the more honour, as it Ihews you to be a 
a great man, without being prepoffefled agaiaft 
any one; that is, a Phenomenon. I have 
the honour, &c. 

Rome, the zid Inftant . 

LETTER XVIII. 

To the Prelate Cerati. 

C Hained down by my Hate of life, tor- 
mented with bufinefs, dragged away by 
• time, I cannot fo order my daily work, fo as 
to join you. Out of the four and twenty hours 
I have only fix for myfelf : fo fully am I em- 
ployed. I wifh to God, that all thofe, whofe 
time hangs fo heavy on their hands, could 
make me a prelent of the moments, which are 
burdenfome tothem! It fliould not be to live 
longer, but to give myfelf up to ftudy at my 
eafe, without fear of lofing my tongue. 

You are happy in being at Florence, 
where court is paid only to Monuments, Li- 
braries, and the Litterati — There is no fear 
of meeting with a bad reception from them. 

I will fpeedily fend you the Memorial you 
delire. 1 all poffible moderation in it, 
both becaufe it is ag'reeable to charity fo to 
4 q, and becaufe works written with paffion, 

though 
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though they have truth on their fide, never 
<1 d any good. 

It is to no purpofe to boaft to me of the 
jdeafures of gardening ; I cannot apply to it : all 
I know are the meadows and the fields. When 
I Hand in need of a walk ; chance leads me 
through a thoufand charming by-paths, where 
1 take a Angular pleafure in lofing rnyfelf. 

The, Pope does no more than what he ought 
to do, in vindicating the memory of Cardinal 
Noris.* It would be a cruel thing, if a man 
was to be a heretic, becaufe he is an Auguf? 
itnian or Thomift : that is to fay, becaufe he 
follows a doctrine folemnly approved by the 
Church. — But when a man is hurried on by 
Fanaticifin, he reafons no longer j he fees 
nothing. 

' The good Bilhop of Spoletto continues to 
enjoy the beft ftate of health : and writeS to 
me in as cheerful a manner, as if he was only 
twenty years old. He is like the Pope (Bene- 
dict XIV), who is never in the dumps. He 
complains of the too great diffipation of the 
Hermits, who live almofi: under his eye. It is 
an evil which prevails in almoft all the Com- 
munities: ftudies, now-a-days, are performed 
merely from extracts. Whoever has but the 

* A learned Divine of the lail centnry, who maintained 
the do&rine of St. Augustin regarding Grace and Pre - 
dejltnation , and whofe writings fome Schoolmen were for 
having condemned at Rome . 

epidermis 
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epidermis of the fciences, fancies' himfelf a 
great Do&or. I know not what this may 
lead us to ; but I fear we fliall infenfibly fall 
back again into the ignorance of the tenth 
Century. Knowledge, like the moon, after 
ihining with a full orb, lhews only one half, 
and then ends in hiding itfelf entirely. 

Sleep, which I am not willing to lofe, tells 
me, that we muft part : my comfort however 
is, that my friendfhip for you never fleeps ; 
and that I am by night, as well as by day, 
irrevocably your very humble, &c. 

Rome, July 8, 1749. 


LETTER XIX. 

To Count ****. 

Sir, 

I Was too much your Father’s friend, and I 
am ftill too much yours, not to endeavour 
to recall you to yourfelf, at a time when you 
have gone fo furprifingly far from yourfelf. 
Is it pollible that the dear Child, whom I knew 
in his Father’s houfe fo fweet-tempered, fo 
well-behaved, fo virtuous, fliould have really 
forgotten what he was, and have become paf- 
iionate, haughty, and indevout ? It is with all 
the difficulty in the world that I am made to 
believe it : but I have it from fo many hands, 

and 
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and from thofe who keep you company, that 
there is no longer any room left for a doubt. 

Come and fee me, I befeech you, and, with 
the effufion of a heart which tenderly loves 
you, I will tell you, not what refentment may 
infpire, or prepoffeffion may fuggeft, or the. 
bitternefs of reproaches may utter, but what- 
ever the warmeft affection can dictate, in or- 
der to withdraw you from the abyfs, into 
which bad company hath precipitated you. 

You fhall not find in me either an imperious 
Monitor, or an irritated Pedagogue, but a 
friend, and a brother, who will fpeak to you, 
as he would to himfelf, with the fame mild- 
nefs, and the fame temper. I know that youth 
is a boiling age ; and that there is the utmoft 
difficulty in guarding againft the world, when 
a man of fortune is left to himfelf. But ho- 
nour, reafon, decency, religion ! Ought not 
all thefe to fpeak louder than the paffions and 
fenfual gratifications ? 

What is man, my dear friend, if he confults 
•nly his own corrupted heart ? Alas ! I fhould 
find in myfelf, as well as you find in yOUrfelf, 
enough to lead me aftray, were I not to hearken 
to confcience and duty : for nothing falls to 
the fhare of any of us, but lies and corruption. 

I wait for you with the greateft impatience, 
that I may take you into my arms and em- 
brace you. Do not be frightened at the fight 

of 
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of my cloifter or my garb : it is precifely 
becaufe I am a Religious man, that I ought td 
have the more charity. We will weep toge- 
ther for the misfortune of having loff a Fa- 
ther, of whom you flood fo much in fteed. 1 
will endeavour to give you fuch advice, as 
may enable you to make him live again in 
your conduct of life. Affront not his memory 
by any irregularities. 

There is nothing yet loft, if you will but 
hearken to me : for I am confident that the plan 
of life, which 1 fliall trace out for you, will re- 
place things in the order in which they ought 
to be. Do not apprehend that I fhall fend you 
to do penance either among the Capuchins 
or the Carthujians : I do not like extremes. 
Heaven will infpire us : God never aban- 
dons thofe who return to him. I will flay at 
home all day to-morrow in order to receive 
you. 


LETTER XX. 

To the fame. 

I S it poffible, my dear Sir, that you fhould 
not only not come to fee me, as I ear- 
neftly entreated you ; but that you Ihould 
even deny yourfelf, when 1 came to fee you. 
Oh ! what would your Father fay, to whom 
vou made a promife, at the very moment of 

his 
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his death, that you would place an entire 
{confidence in my advice, and that you would 
make it your duty to cultivate my fnendfhip ? 
Once more again, what would he fay? Am 
not I the man, who have fo often carried you 
in my arms 5 who with the greateft pleafure 
law you grow up $ who gave you your firft 
inftruCtions ; and for whom, on a thoufand 
occafions, you have teftified the greateft af- 
fection ? 

Would you have me go down on my knees 
to beg you would reftore me your fnendfhip? 
I will do it: nothing is difficult or troublefome, 
when a friend is to be brought back to his 
duty. 

Had you not a noble heart, and a pene- 
trating underftanding, I fhould defpair of any 
change in you, and of the efficacy of my 
counfels : but a fine foul, and an uncommon 
fagacfty have fallen to your fhare. Can you 
really imagine, that I want to have the plea- 
fure of fcolding you? None but bigots find 
a fatisfaftion in flying into a paffion. I have 
happily read enough of the Gofpel, which is 
both my rule and yours, to know how Jesus 
Christ received finners, and how careful peo- 
ple ought to be of putting out the ftill fmoak- 
ing match, or of crufhing the already broken 
reed. I have not forgotten that John the Evan - 
gelift mounted on horfeback, notwithftanding 
his extreme old age, to feek a young man 
whom he had brought up, and who had run 
away from him. Moreover, have you not 

I long 
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long known me for a man, who is neither 
of a furly difpofition, or governed • by hu- 
mour ; but for one who can compailionate 
the frailties of human nature? The more you 
Ihun me, the more guilty I lhall conclude 
you to be. Hearken not to your companions, 
but let your own heart fpeak, and I lhall im- 
mediately fee you : my own preffes me never 
to give you up. I will perfecute you by loving 
you ; and I will not fuffer you to breathe, till 
we meet together. 

r It is becaufe I am your friend, that I feek 
after you at a time, when almoft all your re- 
lations will not fuffer your name to be men- 
tioned to them. 

If you dread my remonftrances, I will not 
fpeak a word ; being thoroughly convinced that 
you will be your own accufer, and not allow 
me time to fpeak. Try, at leaft, one viiit ; 
a'ncl if that turn not out agreeably, I confent 
that you lhall never fee me more. But I know 
your foul, and, I know my own ; and I am 
very fure, that after that interview, you wili 
not be for quitting me any more. 

I naturally ought to have a greater afeen- 
dency over your mind, I who have known 
you for twenty years paft, than all the young 
people who are about you, whofe foie aim is to 
make you fpend all your fubftance, and are 
your friends, only to ruin your reputation and 
health. 

'"If my tears can affect you, I foiemnly pro-, 
teft that they are a&ually trickling down while 

I write 
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I write this, and flow from no other fource, 
than what is the moil valuable in the Univerfe 
—Religion and Friendihip. Come and dry 
them up : it will be the only way to prove, 
that you ftill remember your Father, and that 
you can feel for the fufferings of a Friend. 

Rome, Feb. t, 1750. 


LETTER XXI. 

To the Abbb Nicolini. 

T HE Picture you draw, Sir, of infide- 
. lity, alarms me without furpriling me. 
Befides that this was foretold in the facred 
fcriptures, even to the moil minute tittle, the 
mind is capable of going wrong in every 
thing, when the heart is once corrupted. 
From a defire that there Ihould not be a God 
to'punifh crimes, a conclufion is drawn, that 
there really is none : The fool faid in his heart , 
there is no God.* Deifm infenfibly leads on to 
Atheifm. When a man has no longer any 
Religion, he has no longer a compafs to fleer 
by; it is the only fupport to which we can 
rationally truft. 

Notwithftanding the frightful confequences 
which flow from the new Philofophy, I am 
not for irritating thofe who make a profeflion 
of it. There are fome unconvinced, who 
merit compalfion; becaufe, after all, Faith is 
a gift of God. Jesus Christ, who thundered 

* Dixit inftpiens in cordefut : non ejl Dcus . Pf. xiii. Vulgate. 

cut 
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out againft the Pharifees, fays nothing to the 
Saducees. Unbelievers will be more eafily 
brought back by mildnefs, than by feverity. 
We affume with them a tone of pride, which 
hurts them fenfibly, in as much as it often 
happens, that the anfwers given them, have 
much lefs of wit, than there is to be found in 
their converfation and writings. The moft: 
infignificant Ecclefiaftic takes upon him to 
attack them, without reflecting, that though 
his zeal be commendable, his knowledge 
which correfponds not to it, may do more 
harm than good. 

Neither declamations ndr inveCtivfes operate 
converfions. We muft make ufe of examples, 
reafoning and moderation, and begin by own- 
ing, that there are truly incomprehenfible 
myfteries in Religion, and that every thing 
cannot be explained; There is a chain which 
reaches from earth to heaven, and there is no 
confounding an Infidel, but by keeping hold 
of the links. Vain declamations are no reafons. 
To engage with men expert in the art of 
fophiftry, learning, method and precifion are 
requifite. 

When I meet with people tinCtured with the 
new Philofophy, which pretty often happens, 
I begin by gaining their confidence, and fpeak 
to them in the moft civil manner. This they 
feel, 'if they have any education, and it lefiens 
at leaft their prejudices. 

All -that impetuous zeal, which is for calling 
down fire from heaven, only excites hatred. 

The 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



Let. xxi. P. CLEMENT XIV. 6 1 

The Church is reputed to have a perfecu. 
ting fpirit, merely becaufe many of her Minif- 
ters fhew too ardent a zeal. A good caufe 
Will maintain itfelf; fo that Religion, in order 
to gain refpeft, has only to prefent itfelf with 
its proofs, its tradition, its works, and . its 
meeknefs. Chriftianity ’ of itfelf overthrows 
whatever is a feet, whatever favours of a re- 
volt, whatever breathes animolity. 

I have often an occafion of feeing men, 
who have a real deteftation for all the Re- 
ligious; and thefe are the people I am eager 
to receive in the moft gracious manner. If I 
had leifure or a capacity to encounter with 
the new Philofophy, I have the prefumption 
to think, that not one of the Philofophers 
would complain of me. I would lay down 
principles that could not be denied; and 
fhould I meet in my way with any of thofe 
too famous men, who make open profeffion 
of Infidelity, I would fhew them, in the moft 
civil manner, that they have not taken the 
Holy Books in their right fenfe, or that they 
have no good reafons for denying their au- 
thenticity. 

I think, indeed, that I Ihould not convert 
• them* fince it is God alone who enlightens 
and changes the hearts of men ; but at leaft 
they would not be in fuch a fury againft the 
Defenders of Religion — We muft endeavour 
to gain fomething, when we cannot gain all. 

If God fuffers that there fhould be Unbe- 
lievers, we ought to bear with them, the more 

fo. 
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fo, as they enter into his defigns ; for it is by 
their means that Religion Ihews greater ftrength, 
and the righteous are exercifed in Faith. 

It is no way furprifing that ages of fuper- 
ftition fliould bring on an age of Infidelity: 
but they are no more than palfing ftorms, 
which ferve only to clear the iky, and make 
the face of heaven appear more ferene. 

In proportion to the increafe of Infidelity, 
the Minifters of the Gofpel ought to be atten- 
tive to render Religion refpectable by their 
love for ftudy, and the purity of their man- 
ners — But here is a great deal that teaches 
you nothing. My pen has infenfibly hurried 
me away without my perceiving it. It is a 
fault I often reproach it with, but which it 
cannot correct. I beg you will excufe it in fa- ' 
vour of my intention, and in confideration of 
the pleafure I enjoy in alluring you of the re- 
fpe&ful and lincere attachment with which I 
am, &c. 

It is fome time fince I heard from Monfignor 
Cerati. I am the more uneafy on that ac- 
count, as he was to have given me an anfwer 
with refpeft to a very interefting affair. 

Rome, Feb. 28, 1750. 


LETTER XXII. 

To Cardinal Crescenci. 

Most Eminent, 

Y OU have folved the cafe of confcience 
as it ought to be folved, agreeably to 

the 
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the opinions of the moft excellent Doctors, 
and above all to that of St. Thomas, whof? 
.fuffrage is of the greateft weight. 

The men, of whom your Eminence fpeaks, 
were not condemned by the Holy Office, as 
having really had an intercourfe with the De- 
vil, but for having made ufe of the moft la* 
cred words of the Mafs and of the Pfalms, to 
play their mad pranks. It is well known 
that our modern Sorcerers are not fupernatural 
Agents, and that Damonomania (though,, ao? 
cording to fcripture, the Devil be a real Being) 
is almoft 'ever an effedt of fuperftition, or the 
work of a diftempered brain. 

I kifs your hands with the moft profound 
refpedt, waiting for the time, when we are td 
kifs .your feet, if the prophecy, attributed to 
St. Philip-Neri, take place, as eveiy one lava 

it win. ; ; , .. .. ; 

Br; L Ganganelli. 

Rome, March 3, 1 7 


LET TER' XXIII. 

To a Gentleman of Raven x a. 

I Never could have expected, Sir, that you 
Would have addreffed yourfelf to fuch an 
obfcure Religious as I am, to pronounce on a 
family affair. There are here many learned 
Lawyers, who will decide it excellently. 

Abftracting from my incapacity in this re- 
gard,' I do not like to give my opinion on 

fecular 
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fecular affairs. I call to mind that St. Paul 
forbids every Minifter of the Lord to inter- 
meddle in any temporal bufinefs. A man, who 
is dead to the world, ought not to concern 
hlmfelf about the world. Every Religious So- 
ciety, that follows not that maxim, will perifh 
fooner or later j as every intriguing Monk or 
Friar, who thrufts himfelf into families, for the 
purpofe of prying into their fecrets, regulating 
marriages or wills, is as defpicable, as he is 
dangerous. 

We have too many duties to fulfil, to find 
time for meddling with other people’s buli- 
nefs ; and we fhould at this day be held 
in deteftation, if we had dared to do fo. 
We formerly made noife enough only to 
know whether we had the ufe alone, or the 
property of our own Commons, without now 
meddling with the property of people in the 
world. St. Francis would curie us (he who 
preached up nothing but difintereftednefs and 
poverty) were he to fee us employed in fet- 
tling fecular affairs. 

All that I ought or can do, is to exhort you* 
to concord and peace, and not to fhew a cri- 
minal avidity for the goods of this tranfitory 
life, which will leave us nothing behind it, 
but our works. Let us take care they be 
good, that we may not appear empty-handed 
before God. I am, &c. 

Pome, March i, 1750. 


I#ET- 
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LETTER XXIV. 

To Cardinal Querini. 

Most Eminent, 

I Like to fee a Library in your Eminence’s 
polfelfion, becaufe one may be fure that it 
will not be covered with dull, or fullered to 
lie ftill. From the manner in which you 
fpeak of it, and the difeernment of which I 
know you to be mailer, it will be worthy of the 
admiration of the Curious. I fhall forever 
remember having fpent one day with your 
Eminence, Cardinal Passionei, and feveral 
other men of learning : and that day will be 
the fineft, and moll valuable Ephoca of my life* 
I faw what was moll learned in Europe , 
and I drank at the fountain-head of the two 
fineft rivers in the intellectual world. . The 
moll important quellions were there difculfed 
without oftentation, obftinacy, or pride. None 
but the half-learned, and half-wits make a pa- 
rade of obftinacy and vanity. But what ftruck 
me ftill more was, that genius, which is not 
always found joined with erudition, iffued 
from the bofom of knowledge, like a flalh of 
lightening from the firmament. 

I could have wilhed to have feen our mo- 
dern Philofophers near thefe two great men ; 
and the rather fo, as they would have been 
charmed with their moderation. Some time 
ago I put Cardinal Passionei in mind of this 
anecdote j and his memory, which is ever 

K immenfe, 
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immenfe, and ever at his command, repeated, 
in a fummary way, all that had been then faid. 

I could very gladly, my Lord, wifh to ac- 
company you to Monte-CaJJino. You muft 
there appear with rays of light, like Moses 
on Mount Sinai. It is your centre, and the 
cradle, where you acquired the greateft lights, 
to perpetuate the chain of fo many illuftrious 
men, who have been formed there. 

I fhould think, my Lord, (if I may prefume 
to own fo much) that your laft letter to the 
Protejlant Minifters, is a little too dry. Your 
Eminence knows better than I do, how necef- 
fary unction is, when the minds of men are to 
]be gained over. Nothing can be added to the 
profound refpect, with which I am, &c. 


LETTER XXV. 

Ts the Rev. F. Or si, fome time after made a 

Cardinal. 


Rev. Father, 

I Twice called at your Convent without hav- 
ing the good luck to find you at home, 
though you are a molt fedentary Religious. 
My defign was to thank you for the volume 
you fent me. I felicitate Italy for the happy 
production, with which you have enriched it. 
Monfieur Fleury flood in need of a Writer to 
fill up the voids of his hiftory : for it muft be 
confeffed (notwithftanding the refpeCt I have 
for his memory) that he has flightly palled 

over 
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over feveral important fatfts. Perhaps he had 
not the neceffary notes on fome articles — rBut 
a perfon ought to think twice before he con- 
demns fo great a man. 

I cannot however pardon him for telling us 
fcarce any thing concerning the Church of 
Ravenna, fo famous in the annals of liiftory 
for a multitude of events relative to its Ex- 
archs. There is fometimes a danger in aim- 
ing at being too concife: lketches are given 
inftead of pictures. 

We reproach Monf. Fleury with being too 
zealous for the Gallican Privileges :* and the 
French will accufe you, Rev. Father, of main- 
taining, with too much ardour, the Ultramon- 
tane opinions. 

Such is the difficulty of writing, fo as to 
pleafe all governments. Judicious people, 
however, allow both the French and the Ro- 
mans their different claims, as there is nothing 
in this difpute which regards Faith. Every 
country has its opinions, as every individual 
has his fancy. 

I wiffi your labours may meet with the 
great reward they deferve, not for your glory, 

* The Gallican Privileges , or the Liberties of the Gallican 
Church , are grounded on thefe two maxims, viz. ift, That 
the power given by Chrift to his Church is purely fpiritual ; 
and extends neither dire&ly nor indirectly to temporal con- 
cerns. ad, That the plenitude of power, which the Pope 
has, as Head of the Church, is to be executed according to 
the canons received by the whole Church : and that he him- 
felf is fubjeCt to the judgment of a General Council, in the 
cafes mentioned by the Council of Conftance. Fleury Injlit . 
an Droit Eccleu P. a. c. 35. 

K 2 but 
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but for that of the Church ; as you ftand not 
in need of the purple, to render you illuftrious. 
For my part, I look on myfelf as the moft ho- 
noured of mankind, when you vouchfafe to 
receive with cordiality the fincere and refpectful 
fentiments, with winch I am irrevocably, &c. 

Rome, June 1 1, 1750. 


LETTER XXVI. 

* To a Prelate. 

My Lord, 

S INCE I firft began to write, my hand 
ought to have been worn out by this 
time; but it is more vigorous than ever, 
when I am to trace out the fentiments with 
which you infpire me. Though fully em- 
ployed, I have neverthelefs done whatever 
you ordered. 

I have feen the perfon, and have overcome 
the oppofition made at firft to what you de- 
fired : the poor orphan will be taken care of. 
The misfortunes of others render me Angularly 
eloquent : it is then that my foul, my heart, 
and mind fpeak all at once. 

Monks and Friars are reproached with doing 
no good to any but themfelves : were this really 
the cafe I would never be either: but it is after 
all a mere calumny, which I will not undertake 
to refute. There are human miferies in Cloifters 
folely becaufe men are there ; and we find men 
every where. This hinders not however many 
virtues being feen in Cloifters. 1 am afhamed 

of 
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of myfelf (I folemnly proteft) when I confider 
fome venerable perfonages with whom I live. 
They are taken up with good works from 
morning to night. The world forms a judg- 
ment of Religious Communities only from a 
few fcandals, which fometimes unhappily 
break out, without being willing to weigh the 
talents and virtues, which are perpetuated in 
them. 

When men can be brought to honour the 
Religious Rate, it will become very honour- 
able ; and in it will be found men powerful in 
works and words , when ever it (hall be thought 
proper to feek after them. Emulation is ab- 
folutely neceffary in a Cloifter to keep up 
a love for ftudy : ambition and fcandal are 
the ruin of it. An ambitious or hypocritical 
Religious, who makes a profdlion of humi- 
lity, while he is puffed up with pride ; a man 
meanly clad, and who only feeks after riches; 
a pretender to devotion, who gives himfelf 
out as a fervant of God, while he is no more 
than a flave to his paffions, is a monfter both 
in Church and ftate. 

When I refleft that there are Religious 
men, who damn themfelves for a miferable 
fuperiority, liable to a thoufand vexations and 
troubles, I am at a lofs to define man ; and I 
only fay, that it is damning one’s felf for a 
very trifle. 

Oh my Cell ! my books ! my work ! what 
fhould I fuffer, were I forced to quit you, 
to be whirled round in the vortex of bufinefs 

and 
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and honours ? the very title of Majesty is no 
indemnification to a man for the lofs of his 
liberty, when he becomes a Monarch. 

I was taught from my tender infancy, that 
the honour of having an immortal foul, is the 
greateft glory that can be enjoyed, and I have 
happily ever remembered it. 

I would not fay fo much to all the world, for 
there are few capable of comprehending it; 
but you, who relifh the ineftimable pleafure 
of exifting and thinking, perfectly underftand 
me. I embrace you with my whole heart, 
and am without referve your fervant and 
friend. 

Rome , Nov. 6, 1750. 


LETTER XXVII. 

To Monfeigneur Henr.iq.uez, 

My Lord, 

Y OU condefcend to confult me, whereas 
it is I who ftand in need of confulting 
you. Your learning and piety are well known, 
and every body acknowledges you to be an 
excellent guide, and a moft learned Doctor. 

To obey you however, I will tell you that 
the matter in truft muil be given to Peter, 
(notwithftanding he has had the misfortune 
to change his belief) though defigned for 
him by John, folely in confideration of his 
, attachment to the Catholic Religion. It is 
only neceffary to acquaint him with the in- 
tention of his , Benefactor, when he was fo 

kind 
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kind as to leave him that fum. But I do not 
think that the Trufi.ee can deprive him of it, on 
account of his change of Religion. 

Your Lordfhip tells me, that there are fome 
people who pretend that it may be given to 
a Monaftery ; but I prefume to fay (though 
a Friar myfelf) that it would be a wrong 
application of it : Firft becaufe it ought to be 
given the perfon, to whom it belongs : fe- 
condly, becaufe, in every divifion of effects, 
the preference ought to be given to the fa- 
milies : thirdly and laftly, becaufe the poor, 
who have no means of fublifting, are princi- 
pally to be afiifted. 

Providence is the refource of Religious 
Communities, and that, rather than human 
means, ought to be their fupport. No Re- 
ligious Order is any farther defetving of e- 
fteem, than as it imitates Jesus Christ.— 
But recourfe is often had to temporal views 
in order to preferve a Monaftery from decay, 
without refle&jng, that a true Chriftian has 
no abiding city ; and that nothing happens 
without the will of God. 

I fubmit however my opinion to yours, as 
I am never obftinately attached to my own 
fentiments. I expofe them according to the 
dictates of my confcience, and I take all poffi- 
ble cave that it may be enlightened ; for there 
is nothing fo bad, but what may be done (even 
under a perfuafion of doing good) where there 
is no other guide to direct, but an ignorant 
Devotion. I have the honour to be. &c. 

L E T- 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

To the Abbefs of a Monaflery, 

Rev. Mother, 

F ROM the account you have fent me, it 
appears that you do not know how to {hew 
refolution .and firmnefs on proper occafions. 
What will become of the Rule, if your Nuns 
are carried away with diffipation, and you fuf- 
fer them to lead you as they pleafe ? Diffipa- 
tion, and above all the Parlour *, are the ruin 
of Nunneries. There is nothing but re- 
tirement, and a due employment of time, that 
can keep up any order in the different Reli- 
gious Communities. The Cloifter becomes an 
infupportable yoke, when the world is feen, 
and we keep its company: the more we fee 
of it, the more are we difgufted with our 
ftate of life. 

It is my advice, that you fhould often call 
together the whole Community in your own 
apartment ; and that, like a good Mother, who 
loves her children, you fhould fpeak to them, 
with effufion of heart, on the neceffity of com- 
plying with their duties. I would then have 
you ufe your endeavours in order to perfuade 
them, in a proper manner, that your confcience 
reproaches you with being too eafy and con- 
del'cending ; and that if you are obliged to 
fhew fome appearance of feverity, it is becaufe 
you have a foul to fave. 

* A room in a Nunnery, where the Nuns are allowed to 
fpeak. to Externs through an iron grate. 

When 
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When the Nuns perceive that you are not 
governed by humour, but by a fear of failing 
in your duty to God, they will hearken to 
you with refpect ; otherwife they will be of 
the number of the foolilh Virgins, without 
either oil or light in their lamps, when they 
are to go and meet the Bridegroom. This 
would be the moft afflicting misfortune that 
could happen: and it would be then, after 
having exhaufted every refource of prudence 
and charity, that recourfe mull be had to the 
lawful authority of fuperiors to introduce a 
Reformation. 

But I prefume, Rev. Mother, that you will 
not come to that extremity. There will be 
grumbling againft you for fome little time ; 
but the anger of Nuns is a cloud which pafles 
over like a lhower, unlefs there be cabals and 
parties formed: for in that cafe it is God 
alone who can difperfe them. 

It is difficult to oppofe a Superior in a Nun- 
nery, who intreats, conjures, and humbles her- 
felf ; who makes ufe of tears, rather than re- 
proaches, in prder to move and perfuade. Ah ! 
would to God, that were the ordinary language 
of all Abbeffes ! For Alas! there are but too 
many, who inebriated with a chimerical Nobi- 
lity, without any other merit than a multi- 
tude of whims, and a deal of pride, live fepa- 
rately from the Nuns, and fpend one part of 
their days at the toilet and in the parlour. They 
are focliJJj Virgins (and perhaps moreover may 
they not deferve that name) who are the ruin 
L and 
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and fcandal of Communities, in which they 
live like drones in a bee-hive, only to eat the 
honey, and to put every thing in diforder. 

You have reduced me. Madam, to a cruel 
trial by confulting me : for I have no talent 
for the direction of fouls, more particularly of 
Nuns. My fentiments are the fame as thofe of 
our Father St. Francis (you will excufe my 
being fo ingenuous) : He ufed to fay, “ God 
has deprived us of wives by infpiring us with 
a defire of entering into Religion: but I fear 
the Devil has given us filters to be our plagues.” 
He knew how difficult, a thing it was in ge- 
neral to dire<ft Nuns, though there are fome 
very tractable, and very fenfible. Not even a 
fingle Community can be found, wherein there 
is not fome one worthy of the higheft elogiums. 

After what I have faid, Madam, I take the 
liberty to beg that you would apply no more 
to me, efpecially, as I lhall not have time to 
anfwer you ; and becaufe I cannot fay more 
than what your Rule tells you. Talk little 
to your Directors, but lay a great deal to 
God : and peace will flourilh again in your 
Abbey. I wilh it for your fake, and for the 
honour of Religion, as I am with all poffible. 
refpect, &c. 

Rome, Nov. io, 1750. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXIX. 

To the Abb£ Lami, Author of a Periodical Paper 
at Florence. 

I Always fee your Iheets with pleafure, my 
dear Abbe : but I could wifh you would 
Ipecify the grounds of the cenfures you pafs. 
Inftead of faying, for inftance: “ The ftyle of 
fuch a work is incorrect ; and that there are 
trifles in it, which fpoil the beauty of the 
book you ought to Ihew them, and point 
them out. A Rule always Hands in need of 
an example 

How would you have an Author amend, or 
the public adopt your way of thinking, if you 
pals your cenfure in a vague manner, without 
fhewing the paffage, where the Writer hath 
been guilty of negleCt? 

There is not a book, of which it may not 
be faid, that it contains fome overfights or af- 
fected phrafes. When a perfon fpeaks thus 
only in general terms, he gives room for fuf- 
picion that he has but juft call an eye, in a 
hurry, over the work, of which he gives an 
account ; and that he wanted to get rid of his 
talk. 

It is alfo another omiffion, not to Ihew the 
fineft pafiages in a book. The good tafte of a 
Journalift requires, that he Ihould pay an at- 
tention to this article. If a work be not worth 
reading, it would be better to let it pafs un- 
noticed, than to ufe invectives againft the 
• L 2 Writer. 
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Writer. It is an adt of cowardice to criticize 
a work with bittemefs, for no other purpofe, 
than to fet the public a laughing at the ex- 
pence of the Author. 

It were to be wilhed that Rome would 
follow the method of Paris, and that we 
might here fee feveral periodical works ap- 
pear fucceffively. We have only a pitiful 
‘Diario (Journal) which contains mere fid- 
dle-faddle, and teaches nothing. The func- 
tion .of an enlightened Journaliit is as ne- 
ceffary, as it is honourable, in a ebuntry 
where literature is cultivated. No one knows 
better than I do, what a country owes to a 
Writer, who reduces himfelf to a ftate of cap- 
tivity every week or every month, in order 
to give an analyfis of the books that are 
printed, and to make known the genius of 
his nation. It is the leaft expenfive, and moft 
expeditious way to diffufe learning, and to 
teach people to form a right judgment of 
what they read; 

I fhould have no idea of French Literature* 
but for the French Journals which fome friends 
have the complaifance to fend me. When a 
man is fevere, but never biting; when exadt, 
but never punctilious ; when juft, but never 
partial, he fulfils his talk to the fatisfadtion 
of the public. Mine is done, whenever I can 
renew to you the fentiments of efteem and 
affedtion, with which I am, &c. 

Rome, March 2, 1750. 

LET- 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



Let. xxx. P. CLEMENT XIV. 


77 


LETTER XXX. 

To Count *** 

I T is incredible, my moft intimate friend, 
how much your three vilits have com- 
forted my foul. The tears you fixed in my 
prefence; the confellion you made to me* 
clapping your cheek to mine, prefling my 
hands, protefting that you never would forget 
the eagernefs with which I fought after you, 
promifing me, in the ftrongeft manner, to re- 
pair your paft life, and to labour ferioufly to 
enter again into the favour of God — all this 
will never be effaced from my memory and 
heart. I all along ufed to fay to myfelf : he has 
had too Chrifiian an education not to return 
again to his duty; I fliall fee him; his going 
affray is only a fform, which will foon blow 
over. The calm is returned, God be praifed ; 
for it is him alone, my dear friend, and not 
me, you are to thank. 

Since you defire a plan of life drawn up by 
me for your direction, I will trace out for you, 
in a plain manner, what my weak lights, and 
ftrong friendfhip can infpire me with : and it 
fliall be fliort, The commandments of God, 
thofe firft and fublime laws, from whence all 
others emanate, are reduced to a few words. 
When precepts are clear and grounded on 
reafon, as well as productive of our own hap- 
pinefs, they ffand in no need of commentaries 
or diflertationsi 

You 
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You will read every morning the parable 
of the prodigal fon, and recite the Miferere, 
or the 50th pfalm* with a contrite and humble 
heart: and that lhall be all your prayers. You 
will read fome pious book during the courfe 
of the day; not like a flave performing his 
talk, but like a child of God, who is returned 
to his Father, and who looks for every thing 
from his mercy. Read not for a long time to- 
gether, for fear of taking a diflike to reading. 
Con tr aft the happy cultam of hearing Mafs 
as often as you can : and never omit to do fo 
on Sundays and Holidays. Keep yourfelf in 
the pofture of a fupplicant, who begs pardon, 
and hopes to obtain it. 

Make it a point of duty every day to be- 
llow fome alms on the poor, to repair the in- 
jury you have done them, by giving to crimi- 
nal pleafures and fuperfluities, what belonged 
to them. Renounce all that company, which 
has withdrawn you from God, yourfelf, and 
your true friends : and form new connections ; 
fuch as honour, decency, and religion may 
own. It is an eafy matter to get rid of our 
companions in debauchery, without being 
rude to them. A perfon tells them civilly of 
the plan of life he is determined to purfue : he 
is for engaging them to conform to it: he 
talks to them of the regret he feels for what 
is paft; and the good refolutioris he has 
formed refpecting the time to come : after this 

# 51ft in the Englilh tranflation. 

he 
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he fees them no more : or fhould they appear 
again in his company, it is a proof they have 
changed their conduct: and then, inftead of 
ihunning them, he receives them with greater 
pleafure than ever. 

Often walk out, left too great retirement 
plunge you into melancholy. Contrive alfo to 
have always with you either a man of mature 
age, or a virtuous young man. Go out alone, 
as feldom as you can help it; efpecially at 
firft, before your refolutions are well ftrengthen- 
ed. It may happen, that indulging wandering 
thoughts, and foon growing tired of your- 
felf, you may feek out fuch occafions, as will 
plunge you again into the precipice. 

Take feme amufing, but inftrudtive book, 
to keep up a modeft cheerfulnefs. Grief is a 
rock to young people, when on their con- 
verfion. They draw a parallel between their 
former diffipation, and the ferious life now 
prefcribed them : and the conclufion is, that 
they return to their former irregular courfes. 

Keep an exad account of your debts and 
your income; and, by your frugality, you 
will be able to pay your Creditors — A man 
is always rich, who can deny himfelf ; as he 
is always poor, who refufes himfelf nothing. 

Settle fomething for life on the woman you 
feduced, (provided always that flie keeps at 
a diftance from you) that want may not oblige ' 
her to continue in an irregular courfe. Make 
known your intentions to her by writing ; at 
the fame time, alk her pardon for having de- 
bauched 
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bauched her ; conjure her to forget creatures, 
and to attach herfelf henceforward only to the 
Creator. 

When an occaiion offers, refufe not to en- 
gage at a fmall game for company’s fake ; it 
will be an innocent amufement; and by thus 
complying, you will not expofe yourfelf to the 
raillery of worldlings, who feek every pretext 
of ridiculing piety. 

Drefs like other people, according to your 
rank, without being either a fop or a floven. 
True Devotion dreads extremes : it is always 
counterfeit, w r hen it affects dirty cloaths, 
hanging down the head, an auflere look, and 
a whining language. 

Send away the fervants who have been ac- 
complices in your intrigues, and fliarers in 
your iniquities ; though it would be proper 
to edify them, after having fcandalized them. 
But it is to be feared, that knowing your 
weaknefs, they may lay fnares to bring you 
back to the ways of perdition — You are yet 
too young not to furround your heart with a 
double fence and a double ditch. 

Live with your new fervants (whofe good 
conduct and fidelity ought to be well attefted) 
as a mafter who underftands the duties of 
humanity ; as a Chriftian, who knows that, 
in the fight of God, we are all equal, not- 
withftanding the inequality of conditions. Set 
them a good example; watch over their be- 
haviour, without being either a plague to 
them, or a fpy ; and you will gain their affec- 
tion 
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tion by your mildnefs and benevolence — No- 
thing can give greater pleafure, than to make 
thofe who are about us, happy. 

I exhort you to vifit the Chapel, which 
Cardinal Cibo (whofe memory I infinitely re- 
fpect) built for himfelf in the inclofure of the 
Carthufians. Rather than blend his afhes with 
thofe of his illuftrious Anceftors, which are 
inclofed in the moft fuperb tombs, he chofe to 
be buried among his Domeftics, whofe Epi- 
taphs he himfelf compofed, referving for his 
own only thefe words full of humility : Here 

LIES ClBO, AN UNCLEAN WORM.* 

This fepulchre is totally concealed from the 
fight of men : but God, who fees every thing, 
will know how to fliew it at the laft day : and 
that circumftance will be an overwhelming 
reproach to thofe proud ones, who are vain, 
even in their graves. 

You mud think of fome employment. A 
man always does ill, when he is doing nothing. 
Sound your capacity ; confult your tafle ; in- 
terrogate your own foul ; but, above all, addrefs 
yourfelf to God, that you may know what 
is fitteft for you, either in the Military or Civil 
line. You are no longer qualified for the 
Ecclefiaftical ftate. No one ought to carry 
into the fanctuary, the remainder of a heart 
polluted with the commerce of the world ; un- 
lefs the Lord fhould manifeft his will in an ex- 
traordinary manner: a thing indeed veiy 

* HlC JACET ClBO, VERMIS IMMUNDUS. 

M rare. 
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rare ; and the inftances of it are much more 
to be admired, than imitated. 

Your friends will think hereafter of marry- 
ing you ; and my advice is, not to defer it 
too long. Marriage, when entered on with 
purity of heart, preferves young people from 
a multitude of rocks and fhelves : but do not 
rely on me to look you out a wife. I made 
a promife to God, at the very time I em- 
braced the Religious Rate, never to meddle 
with marriages, or laft wills and teftaments. 
A Monk or Friar is a man buried, and ought 
to give no figns of life, but in fpiritual con- 
cerns : for the foul never dies. 

Your kinfman, a man fo difcreet, of fuch 
integrity, and fo obliging (with whom I have 
happily reconciled you) has it in his power to 
find out a proper match for you. When a 
perfon fettles for life, Religion and Reafon 
ought to be more confulted than inclination. 
Marriages, grounded folely on love, are fel- 
dom attended with lafting happinefs. That 
palfion is admirable in Paftorals and Roman- 
ces ; but of no ufe in practice. 

I fay nothing of your expences or table.- 
With the principles I lay down for you, they 
cannot but be moderate. Often invite to din- 
ner fome virtuous friend. I do not like to 
fee you alone; and you muft be fo, as little 
as poffible ; except in the times of prayer and 
reading. Woe be to him, that is alone ,* fays the 
fcripture. 

* Va foli. Eccl. 4. 10. 

Go 
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Go only now and then to your country 
feat. If you live there conftantly, and es- 
pecially at this time, you will bury your 
good refolutions, as well as your educa- 
tion. Rural fociety only leads to diflipa- 
tion ; and however little we keep there, it 
ends at laft in becoming ruftic, ignorant, and 
clownifli. Hunting, love, and the bottle too 
often employ the whole time of Gentlemen, 
who live continually in the country. The 
town poliflies the manners, adorns the mind, 
and hinders the foul from contracting rult. 
Be not over nice with refpect to the hour of 
your getting up, and going to bed. Order is 
neceffary in every Rate of life ; but reftraint 
and monotony too often only contract the foul. 

If you fee Religion in full, as it ought to 
be feen, you will find there none of thofe pueri- 
lities, which a falfe devotion has introduced. 
Never open any of thofe Myftical and Apo- 
cryphal books, which, under pretence of 
nouri thing piety, only amufe. the foul ^rith 
trifling pra&ices, and leave the mind as much 
without li»ht, as they leave the heart without 
compunction. The treatife on True Devo- 
tion, by the celebrated Muratori, will fecure 
you from all the dangers of falfe Credulity. I 
advife you to read that book over and over 
again, that you may profit by it. 

Do not take counfel indifferently of every 
one: for in the maladies of the foul, as well 
as in thofe of the body, every one is for giv- 
ing his advice. Shun Bigots as much as the 
M 2 giddy 
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giddy and diflipated : both one and the other 
will hinder you from arriving at the end we • 
propofe. I rely not on your converfion, till 
you have tried yourfelf for a long time. It 
is no eafy thing to pafs from a life of licen- 
tioufnefs to the practice of virtue. For this 
reafon I defired you to take our houeft Franc'tf- 
can for your Director : he was your Father’s 
friend and mine. He is an excellent Matter of 
a fpiritual life : and if he keeps you for fome 
time from partaking of the facred myfteries, 
it is only to alfure himfelf, on good grounds, 
of your change ; and to follow the conftant 
practice of the Church. Fear not his being 
levere : he joins the tendernefs of a Father 
to the firmnefs of a wife director : he will not, 
like fome ignorant ConfefTors, overburden 
you with exterior practices. If you have fin- 
ned through pride, he will prefcribe practices 
of humility : if through fenfuality, he will 
employ thofe of mortification ; judging, with 
reafon, that the wounds of the foul cannot be 
cured by a few prayers repeated in a hurry, 
but by labouring at a reformation of the heart. 
For want of this method, the greateft part of 
finners fpend their whole lives in offending 
God, and in confeffing their fins. 

Above all, let there be no excefs in your 
piety, nor run into any extremes : that would 
be the way foon to relapfe again into vice. 

This, my dear child, my dear friend, is 
what I thought myfelf under an obligation 
of fketching out for you. I could not do it 

with 
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with greater tendernefs, were I to write it 
with my blood. You would make me die of 
grief, if the refolutions, you lately took in my 
prefence, were to come to nothing. What 
encourages me is, that you are without guile, 
that you love me, that you are thoroughly 
convinced of my lincere attachment to your 
welfare ; and laftly, that you have experienced 
an irregular life to be an aficmblage of vexa- 
tions, remorfes and torments. 

Hearken to the voice of a Father, who cries 
out to you from the bottom of his tomb, that 
there is no happinefs here below, but for the 
friends of God ; and who fummons you to 
keep the promife you formerly made him, of 
living, with the affiftance of heaven, like a 
good Chriftian. 

I am more yours than my own, &c. 

Convent of the Afojlles, Nov. 20, 1750. 

P. S. I fhall certainly reconcile you with all 
your family, except, perhaps, with the Mar- 

chionefs R , who, I believe, is too much 

of a devotee to pardon you. I expect you on 
Saturday to take chocolate with me, and to 
communicate to you a letter from poor Sard:, 
an old fervant of your Mother, and who is 
really in want. It will not take you up much 
time to come from Viterbo to Rome, efpecially 
if your horfes can keep from falling. 
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LETTER XXXI. 

To Prince San-Severo, a Neapolitan. 
Prince, 

I Return you moft humble thanks for the 
civilities you heaped on Mr. Wejfler , on 
account of a letter of recommendation from 
one fo little as I am, of no note either among 
the Grandees or the learned. He is quite 
proud of the kind reception he met with. He 
never fpeaks, without enthufiafm, of your con- 
trivances for advancing the progrefs of Phy- ' 
fiology, and the glory of Phyfiologifts. There 
are always fome new difcoveries, equally ufe- 
ful and curious. 

Naples is the fitteft city to exercife the 
genius of the learned. It prefents, on every 
fide, fuch a variety of phanomena , that one 
cannot help taking notice of fome of them. 

Its mountains, its fubterraneous paffages, its 
ftones, its waters, and the fife, with which it 
is, in a manner, penetrated, are fo many objects 
which one could wifti thoroughly to examine. 

I am not furprifed. Prince, that the King 
himfelf fhould be pleafed with your labour and 
your fuccefs. Every Monarch, who is fenfible 
of his own glory, knows how that of the 
learned (when he protects them) Is ftrongly re- 
flected back on himfelf. If geniufes, capable of 
great things, found encouragement amongft 
us, Italy would, once more, fee men of the 
greateft abilities iflue from her womb. The 

germ 
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germ of talents is ftill there : and it only- 
wants cherilhing in order to flourilh in a glo- 
rious manner. 

But the Artifts begin to lofe that creative 
genius, which heretofore wrought prodigies. 
The fineft paintings, as well as the fineft fta- 
tues made now-a-days, feem to be only co- 
pies : one would fay, that the pencil is forced 
to work againft the grain. There is a coarf- 
nefs in the features, inftead of the delicate 
foftnefs admired in our firft painters ; and we 
have not, at prefent, that expreffion, which 
conftitutes the very life of painting. 

We are richer in Authors. We have ftill 
fome, who, for energy of ftyle, and beauty, of 
images, may rank with the ancients, fuch as 
Abbe Buona-fede of the Order of Celeflins. 

For this we are obliged to our own tongue. 
It engages us to cultivate Literature, as you 
engage, by your talents, every one to tell 
you, that there is nothing more pleafing than 
to affure you of the fincere refpeft and admi- 
ration, with which, &c. , 

Rome, Jan. 17, 1751. 


LETTER XXXII. 

To a Friar of bis acquaintance , made Provincial. 

I AM fo little affe&ed with dignities, that 
I have not courage enough to pay my 
compliments to thofe, who are invefted with 
them. They are an additional fervitude to 
be placed to all the other miferies of huma- 
nity. 
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nity, and the more to be dreaded, as they 
infpire pride. Man is unhappy enough in not 
diftinguifliing between himfelf, and fome trif- 
ling honours (which can be compared only to 
the bark of a tree) and in forgetting, at the 
fame time, an immortal foul, to feed on fome 
chimerical prerogatives, which laft only for 
a few days. 

Even in Cloifters, where every thing ought 
to be difintereftednefs, felf-abnegation, humi- 
lity, men pride themfelves on certain employ- 
ments, as if they had the command of a 
Kingdom. 

I make thefe reflections to you the more 
willingly, as your turn of mind places you 
above all honours; and as the authority you 
have now acquired, is folely to be exercifed 
to promote the happinefs of others. I am per- 
fuaded, that you will blend meeknefs with feve- 
rity: that no cloud will be feen on your brow, 
nor unevennefs of temper in your conduct ; 
that you will ever be the Brother of thofe, 
whofe Superior you are become ; that you will 
endeavour to employ them, according to their 
inclination, and their talents; and that you 
will make no other ufe of fpies, than for the 
purpofe of difcovering thofe, whofe modefty 
makes them conceal their merit. 

You will therefore do honour to yourfelf, 
in proportion as you difcharge the duties 
of your Office. Every one will with for the 
moment of feeing and pofiefling you, while 
the vifits of fome Provincials are as much 

dreaded 
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dreaded as a ftorm. Above all, my dear 
friend, take care of the aged and young peo- 
ple ; fo that the former may meet with affift- 
ance, and the latter encouragement; for this 
ought to be your ftudy. Here are two ex- 
tremes, which, though they appear very dif- 
tant, almoft touch one another' fince every 
young man grows older each ftep he takes. 
Obferve moderation in every thing; and re- 
flect, that it is better to carry mildnefs to an 
excefs, than to give yourfelf over to too much 
feverity. 

Speak with dignity of religion, and never 
fpeak of it but on proper occafions. Thofe are 
always fhunned, who are forever preaching. 
The fermons of Jesus Christ to his Difci- 
ples are not long, but they are fpirit and life. 
Words haye much greater force, when they 
corqe like a dart. Let there be nothing af- 
fe&ed in your carriage. There are fome who 
fancy that a man in office muft be .formal in 
every thing : but thofe who imagine fo, have . 
weak intellects- 

I fhall fay nothing to you againft duplicity, 
though unhappily too much practifed among 
Superiors in Religious Orders. I flatter my- 
felf, from the good opinion I have of . your 
merit, that you never will write any thing to 
the prejudice of another, without fpeaking to 
him feveral times, and previoufly telling him 
of your intentions. Dread finding any per- 
fon culpable; but when you meet with fuch, 
humble yourfelf with this thought; “ that 
N man 
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man can do no good of himfelf.” Be affable, 
and of eafy accefs; a deal is loft, in the minds 
of thofe we govern, by coldnefs and referve. 
In a word, be what you wiffied a Provincial 
to be, when you were an inferior : though we 
too often require of others, what we would 
not do ourfelves. Make a diftindtion between 
faults, from the motives and circumftances j 
and know that, if there are fome which re- 
quire puniftment, there are alfo others, which 
ought to be overlooked ; becaufe every man 
has his imperfections. 

Truft few. with your fecrets ; but when you 
do truft any, let it not be by halves : for the 
reft is gueffed at, and there is no obligation of 
keeping the fecret. Have no predilection for 
one rather than another, unlefs for eminence 
of merit. In that cafe we are authorized by 
the example of Jesus Christ himfelf, who 
teftified a particular affedtion for St. Peter, and 
St. John. 

Laftly, make the Vifitation of the houfes like 
a benign dew, fo that they may regret the 
time, when you will be no longer in office, and 
may fay of you : He went through doing good.* 

Love me, as I do you, and confider this 
letter, as an emblem of my heart. 

My compliments to all our common friends, 
and efpecially to our Venerable old man, whofe 
good advice has been of great ufe to me, and. 
to whom my gratitude is immortal. 

Rome, Jan. 31, 1.751. 

* Tranfit lenefaciendo . 

L E T* 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

To the Marchioness R***. 
Madam, 

Y OUR refufing to change your fentiments 
and difpofitions towards the Count, your 
dear kinfman, after the fubmilfive and affect- 
ing letter he wrote to you, and the vifit he 
paid you, is certainly enough t.o throw him 
into defpair. 

Is it thus God aCts towards us ? And what 
would you have the public think of your 
piety, when it fees you fo cruelly bent on re- 
jecting the prodigal child? I, Madam, who 
have not your virtue, have run after him, 
from the moment I heard he was gone aftray ; 
and I hope God will reward me for it. 

You ceafe not repeating. Madam, that he 
has loft a deal of money; and, in a word, 
that he is a bad young man. But what is the 
lofs of gold itfelf, that it fhould give you fo 
much concern? You ought only to feel for 
the wrong ufe he has made of his good quali- 
ties ; and to refleCt that, if he really be a bad 
young man, he ftands the more in need of the 
advice and example of the good. 

Religion enjoins no fuch wrong praCHce, 
as to abandon a young man, becaufe he has 
gone fomewhat aftray. 

Ah! Madam, how do you know that this 
bad young man will not to-morrow be pleafing 
in the eyes of God, while your fervices will 
N 3 not 
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not pleafe him? For, after all, a fingle: grain 
of pride is enough to fpoil the belt action. 
The Pharifee, who failed twice a week, was 
rejected ; and the Publican , who humbled him- 
felf, was juftified. 

An univerfal Charity, an uninterrupted 
Charity, is what I will never ceafe repeating; 
and this perfectly agrees with the Morality 
taught in all the Chriltian fchools, and every 
pulpit. 

If the mercy of God depended on certain 
pretenders to devotion, finners were very 
much to be pitied. Falfe devotion knows 
only an exterminating zeal ; whilft God full 
of patience, meeknefs and long-fuffering, waits 
for the repentance of ail thofe who have tranf* 
greffed his laws. 

The very blood of Jesus Christ claims 
your kindnefs towards your dear kinfman ; 
and it is fetting no value on it, to refufe him 
the entrance of your houfe. How do you 
know. Madam, that his falvation depended not 
on the faults of which he now repents ? God 
often permits a man to fall into great diforders, 
to awake him from his iethargy. You cannot 
but know, that there is more joy in heaven 
for the converlion of one linner, than for 
ninty-nine righteous, who Hand not in need 
of repentance Befides, will you preferve re- 
fcntment in your heart, while the Angels re- 
joice? That indeed would be frightful piety. 

I tremble for all thofe pretenders to devo- 
tion, who affect fo much feverity ; fince God 

himfelf 
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himfelf has declared, that he will treat us, as 
we have treated others. Be fo good as to 
read St. Paul's Epiftle to Philemon , in behalf 
of Onefimus, and you will then know, whether 
or not you ought to pardon. 

It is not for us to determine, whether the 
heart of a man, who appears ferioufly con- 
cerned for his paft mifconduft, is changed or 
not. Though God alone knows it } we ought 
always to prefume that it is fo. W ould you 
take it. Madam, to be very juft in your neigh- 
bours, who are witneffes of the good works 
you perform, were they to pretend that you 
afted folely from a motive of pride? Let us 
leave it to the fearcher of conferences to pro- 
nounce on the motive that actuates Us. The 
brother of the prodigal fon Hands condemned 
in the eyes of Religion and Humanity, for not 
being properly affected by the return of his 
brothei'. 

Were I your Director, ("though the direction 
of fouls has no analogy either with my employ- 
ments, or my tafte) I would preferibe, in or- 
der to appeafe your anger, that you fliould 
write to the perfon, who is fo odious to you ; 
that you fliould often fee him ; and even with 
this additional condition, that you fliould for- 
get what is paft. 

If we regulate our piety by humour, we 
are only phantoms of virtue ; and I raoft 
furely, Madam, prefume that yours is ground- 
ed on charity ; for I never judge unfavoura- 
bly of my neighbour. 

If 
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If my letter, contrary to my intention, 
lhould appear to you a little harlh, be fo kind 
as to reflect, that I have fpoken to you in 
that manner, lefs for your kinfman’s fake, 
than for your own : for your falvation is at 
. Hake. Will you refufe to pardon him, when 
it is to be prefumed that God himfelf has 
pardoned him !— I cannot think it. 

I have the honour to be with refpeft. Ma- 
dam, &c. 

Rome , Feb. 5, 1751. 


LETTER XXXIV. 

To the Chevalier de Caban e. 

Y OU therefore ftill continue. Sir, your 
refolution of going and burying yourfelf 
at La Trappe, and to put it out of my power 
to write any thing more to you for the future, 
except your Epitaph. As it is your final de- 
termination, I will not be fo obftinate, as to 
continue to oppofe your defign; the rather 
fo, as you have tried yourfelf a long time, 
and are paft the age of life, when people take 
inconfiderate fteps. 

The worldlings will laugh at you : but at 
whom do they not laugh? I know not any 
perfon, any work, any proceeding, or even 
virtue, which have not been cenfured. And 
this ought to be a comfort to the Religious 
orders under the hatred borne to them, and 
the contempt with which they are fpoken of. 

At 
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At their firft appearance they were too much 
extolled : a counterpoife was necefiary to re- 
tain them in humility. The intentions of the 
Founders were certainly good, when they 
formed the different Inftitutes, we fee in the 
Church. Even the very form of drefs, they 
gave their Difciples, and which the world 
looks on as whimfical, fhews their good fenfe 
and piety. They judged that it would be 
a means to prevent the Religious from mix- 
ing in company with feculars, and to exclude 
them from all profane afl'emblies. It was 
natural that men who embraced a kind of 
life different from the practices of the world, 
fhould haye a particular drefs. 

Here then they are juftified with regard to 
that point : and Ah ! how eafy would it be 
for me to apologize for them in all other re- 
fpects, were I not myfelf a Religious man ! 
Let any one read their Rules : let him examine 
their particular practices ; and he cannot but 
pwn, that whatever is recommended, and prac- 
tifed in Cloifters, leads to God. 

If they have degenerated from their firft 
eftablifhment ; it is, becaufe all men are frail : 
and that, after a certain period of time, the 
greateft fervour grows cool. But what was a 
fcandal, never became a rule among the Reli- 
gious Orders. In every houfe there are found 
feme, who enter their proteft againft every 
deviation from the rule, and againft every 
abufe. 

Thofe 
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Thofe who are continually crying out againft 
Monks and Friars ; thofe who wife their poflef- 
fions feized on, and that they were banifeed 
frofn every date, certainly do not know, that 
they were called, into the different Kingdoms, 
by the very Princes who endowed them, and 
loaded them with favours. They know not, 
that, if the foundations of Princes are not 
facred, there is nothing in the world to be 
fpared : that laftly, thefe Monks and Friars, fo 
cruelly mauled, gained by the fweat of their 
brow, by their vigils, and by their toil ? the 
bread that feeds them. 

The greedinefs they are accufed of, is a 
mere calumny. The Penedictin Monks ac^ 
quired their poffefilons by clearing the fields, 
and the Vine-yard of the Lord, in ages, when 
corruption and ignorance made the greateft 
havoek. The firft Difciples of St; Dominick, 
St. Francis of ^ djftfium , St. Francis of Paula, 
never afkcd any thing of the Monarchs, at 
the time they were their greateft confidents, 
and when they might have obtained every 
thing. — Their prefent poverty proves this af- 
fection. 

I know that fome Monafteries, by their mifr 
conduct, have merited a reformation: but the 
blame of that falls neither on the Monaftic Ru- 
lers, nor on their Founders. A man who lives 
in a Cloifter, as he ought to do, cannot but 
excite the efteem, and defervedly gain the af- 
fections of all good people. For what is a true 
Religious man, but a citizen of heaven ; one 

detached 
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detached from the earth, who makes a facrifice 
to God himfelf (in the perfon of his Superior) 
of Ms fenfes and his will ; one who continually 
defires the coming of the Lord ; one who in- 
flrufts and edifies for the good of his neigh- 
bour ; one who fhews, in an ever-open counte- 
nance, the joy of a good confcience, and the 
charms of virtue ; one who prays, labours, ftu- 
dies for himfelf and his brethren ; one who 
places himfelf under the feet of all the world 
by his humility, and above all men by the 
fublimity of his hopes and defires ; one who 
pofTefTes nothing, but a foul in peace ; one 
who afks for nothing, but heaven ; one who, 
in a word, lives only to die, and dies only to 
live again for all Eternity? 

This is what you are going to become, my 
dear Sir, except what regards inftrufting 
others, fince you will no longer have any in- 
tercourfe with mortals. That is the only thing 
which hurts me : for I am particularly defirous 
that every one ihould be ufeful to his neighr- 
bour. 

Time, which is a heavy mafs of lead for 
the greateft part, of mankind, will not be bur- 
denfome to you. Each minute will feem a 
ftep towards heaven ; and night will appear to 
you as light as day, by your then converting 
with God: Night Jhall be as light as day .* 

You will not hear the bell, that is to call 
you to the Office, merely as a bell, but as the 

* Et nox, ftcut dies, illuminabitur • PC 138. Vulg. 

O Voice 
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Voice of God : you will not obey your Abbot 
Amply as a man, but as a perfon, who holds 
the place of Jesus Christ himfelf, and fpeaks 
to you in his name : you will not confider pe- 
nance as a reftraint, to which you mult fubmit, 
but as a holy kind of fenfuality, which will 
be your delight. 

You will omit none of the molt minute Re- 
gulations, which retain the mind in fubje&ion, 
and oppofe felf-will : for a Religious man keeps 
up his fervour, and prevents his Rate of life 
from becoming irkfome by no other means, 
than by exactly praftifing whatever is recom- 
mended to him. You will moreover. Sir, pre- 
ferve the liberty of the fons of God, by doing 
with a good heart,' and a good will, whatever 
you will appear to do barely as an obligation. 

I lhall be charmed to fee you, as you men- 
tion your coming; for I have no greater latif- 
faction. than the company of true fervants of 
God; and the more fo, as they are, at this 
day, extremely rare. Nothing can be added, 
&c. 

Rome, March 15, 1753. 


LETTER XXXV. 

To the Bijbop of Spoletto. 

My Lord, 

W HAT you wrote to me concerning the 
Relics of faints, does honour to your 
difeernment and your Religion. There are two 
Ihelves to be avoided, when a man is truly a 

Ca- 
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Catholic, viz. that of believing too much, and 
that of not believing enough. Were credit 
to be given to all the Relics, which are Ihewn 
in different countries, we fhould often be ne« 
ceffitated to believe, that a faint had ten heads, 
or ten arms. . 

This abufe, which has drawn on us the 
name of fuperfiitious, has happily taken root 
only among the ignorant. We know in 
Italy (thanks be to heaven ; and the Pallors 
often enough inculcate it) that the Mediation 
of Jesus Christ alone is abfolutely neceffary; 
whereas that of the faints is only good and 
profitable: for thus it is the Council of Trent 
' exprefly teaches. 

The Relics of the Blefled in heaven de- 
ferve all our veneration, as precious remains, 
which are one day to be glorioufly re-anima- 
ted: but while we honour them, we profefs 
that they have no virtue of themfelves ; and 
that it is Jesus Christ, (of whom they are, 
in fome fort, fragments) and the Holy Ghoft 
(of whom they are the true temples) who 
communicate to them an impreflion entirely 
heavenly, capable of operating the greateft 
miracles. 

Notwithftanding this, the worfhip we owe 
to God, is frequently diftra&ed by that which 
we pay to the faints. Hence it is wifely or- 
dained in Rome, never to place any Relics 
on the altar, where the Blessed Sacrament 
is expofed, for fear of dividing the people’s 
attention. 

O' 2 Our 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



ioo LETTERS of Let. xxxv* 

Our Religion (in itfelf fo fpiritual and fo 
fublime) is unjuftly taxed with encouraging 
abufes, of which the leaft footfteps will never 
be found in Cathedrals and ancient Mona- 
fteries. 

Did we vouchfafe to hearken to the igno- 
rant, who take no pains to be inftructed, there 
would not be a Angle ftatue, but what has 
fpoken ; nor a faint, who has not raifed the 
dead to life ; nor a dead perfon, who has not 
appeared again : but the enemies of the Ca- 
tholic Religion falfely impute to the Church 
of Rome all the apocryphal fads, which fu- 
perftition ceafes not to hand about. The com- 
mon people are a fet of mortals, to whom 
preaching is in vain : they never can be cured 
of their obftinacy, when- once perfuaded of 
any thing contrary to the public do&ine of 
the whole Church. 

1 lately made an Englifh gentleman own, that 
the Proteftatits take a deal of pains to attribute 
continually to us abfurdities which we reject, 
and that there was fomething of difhonefty in 
their manner of condemning us. 

Italy has all along had Pallors who were 
men of learning, and who were concerned 
for the credulity of weak minds, and at the 
want of faith in pretended wits. A man of 
fenfe will never judge of the Religion of a 
Country, from what the vulgar may believe ; 
but from the points of doctrine taught in the 
Catechifms and in the public Inftructions. 
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It would be fomething very Angular that 
Rome, the Miftrefs and Mother of all. the 
Other Churches; that Rome, the centre of 
truth and unity, fhould teach abfurdities! It 
,is vindicated after a noble manner in the 
work you have tranfmitted to me. I exhort 
you to publilh it, in order to clofe the mouths 
of the enemies of the Holy See ; and to let 
all the world know, that if there be fuper- 
ftitious practices in Italy (and perhaps more 
than in other places) they arife from a 11 
lier imagination in the common people, an 
confequently from an imagination more apt 
to feize on, without reflection, whatever 
ftrikes their mind. Take care of your health, 
notwithftanding the zeal which eats you up ; 
and vouchfafe to believe me with infinite 
refped, my Lord, & c. 

Rome, March 1 7, . 175 1. 


LETTER XXXVI. 

To Cardinal Querini. 

Most Eminent, 

T HE Work I have juft read over by your 
orders, is a production of the age, in 
which there are more paradoxes than argu- 
ments; more objections than folutions ; more 
raillery thin proofs ; more warmth than learn- 
ing; more fuperficies than folidity. Men of 
no thought will look on it, as a wonderful 

perfor- 
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performance : men of fenfe, as a pitiful one; 
but as thefe latter form the fmaller number, 
the book will be in repute, and make a great 
noife. 

Few people are competent judges of a book. 

If there be any thing attractive in the ftyle, 
it is admired, it is fpoken of with raptures, 
without reflecting, that the colouring is the 
leaf! merit of a picture. 

It muft be acknowledged, my Lord, that 

t live in a very whimfical age. Never was 
:re lefs Religion, nor was there ever fo much 
talk about Religion : never was there more 
wit, ner was wit ever fo much abufed. Peo- 
ple are for knowing every thing, without ftu- 
dying any thing : they are for deciding on 
every thing, without examining any thing' to 
the bottom. 

I cry not out againft the age by way of re- * 
crimination. It may hate Monks and Friars 
as much as it pleafes ; and did not this hatred ' 
proceed from a hatred of Religion itfelf, I 
would never reproach it on that account. 
There may be fome reafon to complain of our 
too great number, as alfo of an engagement, 
fometimes too hafty, in a profeflion, which is 
to laft for life — It is however proper, that peo- 
ple fhould enter therein young, to imbibe the 
Spirit of the Inftitute. 

If many Religious knew how to accufe them- 
felves, they would own that they had given 
occafion to complaints and murmurs by their 
haughty behaviour, and diffipated life. For 
. - why 
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why fhould we diffemble or offer to hide what 
every one knows ? But it is an ad of injuftice 
to require, that all the Religious fhould be 
bound one for another, and that the fault of 
an individual fhould be confidered as the fault 
of all — The fin of a brother is not that ori- 
, ginal fin, which is common to all. 

You fee, my Lord, that I make ample ufe 
of the permiflion granted me of letting my pen 
run on different fubjeds, when I have the pre- 
cious advantage of writing to your Eminence* 
-Being of the Order of St. Bene did, your Lord- 
fhip knows that the Religious have not always 
time to purfue the fame objed. They are 
only the attachment and refped due to you, 
of which fight is never loft ; and it is with 
both thefe lentiments that I am your Emi- 
nence’s, &c. 

Rome, July 3, 1751. 


LETETR XXXVII. 

To the Rev. Father Sigismond of Ferrara, 
General of the Capuchins. 

Rev. Father, 

I AM extremely thankful, that your Apof- 
tolic excurfions have not hindered you 
from thinking of me. I could have wifhed 
to accompany you, as I am fure I fhould have 
found, in fuch a journey, both inftrudion and 
-edification. I fhould, with you, have admired 
how much the family of our holy Founder 

was 
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was increafed, and how abundantly virtues 
were perpetuated in your Order. 

There is no fort of good, which the Capu- 
chins have not done; nor can they be accufed 
of having done any thing that was bad. The 
alms they receive, are a falary juftly due to 
them ; fince they labour, with indefatigable 
zeal, both in the country and in the towns, for 
the fupport of Religion, and the propagation 
of the Faith. There are Capuchins in all the 
four parts of the globe ; they are protected by 
the molt barbarous princes, and have gained 
the love of all nations. 

I executed your commiffion at the time ap- 
pointed. 1 promifed you to do fo; and my 
promifes are inviolable, becaufe Religion and 
probity are concerned in them. Your garden, 
molt Rev. Father, is one of my favourite walks. 
I prefer it to the moft magnificent parks. One 
fcems there to breathe an air uncontaminated 
by the depravity of the age. 

I have the honour to be, moft Rev. Father, 
with all poflible veneration, &c. 

Convent of the Apojlles , *Aug. 7, 1751. 


LETTER XXXVIII. 

To Madam. B***, a Venetian Lady. 
Madam, 

I T is doing me too much honour, to confult 
me concerning your magnificent tranfla- 
tion of Locke. Is it poflible that a Lady of your 

rank 
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rank fhould apply herfelf to the deepeft Meta- 
physics in the bofom of a city, as truly im- 
merfed in pleafures, as it is in water ? Here is 
the ftrongeft proof that our foul difentangles 
itfelf from the fenfes, when it is difpofed to 
Shake off matter, and that confequently is of a 
fpiritual nature. 

I have read over and over again, with the 
niceft attention, the valuable Manufcript, in 
which you have fo nobly difplayed the beau- 
ties of our language, and turned, with fo 
much elegance, the dry field of Philofophy 
into a beautiful flower-garden. The Englifli 
Philofopher would be proud, could he fee 
himfelf dreffed after the Italian manner with 
fo good a tafte. 

I could have wiflied, if poflible, that your 
Ladyfhip had omitted that paffage, where Locke 
feems to infinuate, that matter may think. 
This reflection is not that of a profound Philofo- 
pher. The faculty of thinking can only belong 
to a being, that is neceffarily fpiritual, and ne- 
ceffarily thinks. Matter will never enjoy the 
privilege of thinking, any more than darknefs 
that of giving light : one and the other imply 
a contradiction — But fome people are fond of 
venting abfurdities, rather than not fay fome- 
thing extraordinary. 

I felicitate my country more than ever for 
having had, at all times, Ladies of learning. 
It would be proper to form a collection of their 
works, and their rare abilities. The tranfla- 
tion of Locke would there hold one of the firft 
p places. 
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places, efpecially as you have found out the 
fecret of employing, from time to time, the 
poetic ftyle, in order to remove the wrinkles 
of Philofophy, which is apt to knit its brow, 
and exprefs itfelf in grotefque terms. 

I exhort you, Madam, to print the work, 
were it only to prove to foreigners, that the 
fciences are Hill in honour amongft us ; and 
that the fair-fex in Italy is not fo much taken 
up with what is frivolous, as people are pleafed 
often to fay they are. 

How came you to find me out in the crowd, 
where my fmall merit has placed me? There 
are a great many Academicians, and efpecially 
.at Bologna, whofe judgment might be more 
relied on than mine. A man is not a Philofo- 
pher for having taught Philofophy, and parti- 
cularly that of Scotus, jthe captious fubtilty of 
which is nothing but a continual Ergotifm. 

There is more fubftance in one page of our 
Metaphyficians of the laft age, than in all the 
books of Ariflotle and Scotus. The fame cannot 
be faid of Plato , who, in an age like this, 
would have made an excellent Philofopher, 
and probably a true Chriftian. ' I find him full 
of matter, and noble views. He carried his 
light up to the Divinity itfelf ; nor was it ob- 
fcured with any of thofe clouds which are met 
with in the writings of the ancients. 

I wifh, Madam, people may not find, in 
the laft Iheets of your tranflation, fomeipuns 
which disfigure it. What of itfelf is majeftic, 
Hands in no need of trifling ornaments to fet 

it 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



Let. xxxiii. P. CLEMENT XIV. 107 

it off. Cicero would be no longer what he is, 
fhould a perfon attempt to make him fpeak 
like Seneca. Excufe the liberty I take — But 
youTove the truth; and this qualification is 
greater in my eyes, than whatever elfe ren- 
ders your name illuftrious. 

If you can diffufe a tafte for Philofophy in 
Venice , you will perform a great miracle. It is 
a country, where wit abounds, even among the 
mechanics. But pleafure is there a fifth ele- 
ment, which puts a flop to emulation. Both 
repofe and time are there confecrated to it, 
except in the order of Senators, who, for the 
bufinefs they have to do, may be called the 
Haves of the nation. The people ftudy no- 
thing but mirth and jollity, even >Vhen at 
work. But I perceive that I fliall infenfibly be 
talking of government ; and my letter will foon 
be guilty of high treafon. I know how touchy 
the moft Serene Republic is with regard to its 
ufages and cuftoms, as well as its laws. 

I will therefpre, Madam, confine myfelf to 
tell you what will meet with no contradiction, 
and what will agree with the fentiments of 
the whole Senate ; which is, that no one can 
fufficiently affure you of the refpect due to 
your underftanding, birth and virtues, and of 
that with which I have the honour to be, &c. 

Rome , Jan. 10, 1753. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

To the Rev . Father Lewis of Cremona, 
a Religious of the Schools of piety. 

Rev. F ather, 

T O take Bourdaloue for your model 
in preaching, is* to aim at immortality. 
We wanted an Orator, with your talents and 
fpirits, to reform the ftyle of our pulpits. We 
are rather Poets in our fermons than Orators, 
and, unfortunately, oftener pantomimes, than 
pathetic fpeakers; though the word of God 
demands the moft noble fpecies of eloquence, 
and the greateft circumfpection in the manner 
of delivering it. 

It is a miracle to me, when I confider how 
you have tranflated fome volumes of B®urda- 
xoue His Holinefs, I make no doubt, will, 
with tranfports of joy, applaud your labour — 

I know how delirous he is of feeing a re- 
formation in our manner of preaching. He 
is not indeed for Frenchifying the Italian elo- 
quence (as every language has its idioms 
and phrafes) : but he wiflies, that a flyle, which 
ought to be that of the Gofpel, was more 
Chriftianized, and not disfigured by becoming 
burlefque. 

The mouth of a preacher is really the 
mouth of God. What then muft-we think 
of a man who utters nothing but buffoone- 
ries and trifles ? Whoever finds not in the . 
facred feripture, and the writings of the Fa- 
thers, 
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thers, wherewith to move his hearers, is 
unworthy to mount a pulpit. There are no 
finer images of the greatnefs and mercy of 
God, than thofe found in the Pfalms and 
Canticles : There are no hiftories more affect- 
ing than thofe of Jofeph, Mofes, and the Mac- 
cabees : There are not more ftriking inftances 
of divine juftice, than thofe of Nadab and 
lAbiud ; and that of Beljhazzar , wh* faw an 
awful hand write in a dreadful manner, his 
fentence on the wall. 

There are no ftrokes of eloquence, in all 
the books of the whole world, like the re- 
flections of Job: they are enervated, and lofe 
their force when a paraphrafe is attempted. 
Let any one only collect a few of the fineft 
paflages of fcripture, and adapt them properly 
to his fubject, his difcourfes will be enravifh- 
ing. St. Paul, a man the molt pathetic, 
and molt fublime, ufes no other language, 
but that of the fcripture in his Epiftles ; and 
they challenge our admiration. 

1’he greateft part of our old Collections of 
fermons ought to be burnt, in order to form 
the tafte of our young preachers. It is there 
they feek out apocryphal and doubtful facts, - 
citations from heathen authors, and contract 
a ftyle truly ridiculous. Sentiments of com- 
punction or terror, which arife from the ex- 
clamations, grimaces and geftures of a preach- 
er, make only momentaneous imprefiions. 
They are no more than a clag of thunder that 
ftartles, and caufes people to make the . fign 

of 
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of the crofs ; but does not hinder them from 
laughing the next moment. 

If your method, Rev. father, can be in- 
troduced among us, you will be the reftorer 
of Chriftian eloquence ; and all who are judges 
of it, will blefs you. 

I had for my Director a Religious man, 
full of the fpirit of God, who ufed to figh, 
whenever he heard certain preachers. When 
he preached to us himfelf, it was his heart 
that fpoke ; and, indeed, his hearers were 
always very much affected. 

I fhall fee you with the greateft pleafure, 
whenever you are fo kind as to honour me 
with a vifit : to hearken to you, will then be 
my whole bufinefs. 

I endeavour, in the midft of my daily oc- 
cupations, always to have fome moments for 
myfelf and for my friends. The foul requires 
that refpite, to return again to work. The 
fciences are mountains, which cannot be 
climbed, without fometimes flopping to take 
breath. 

Be careful of your health, lefs for your own 
fake, than for ours, who want to read you, 
hear you, and admire you. It is with this 
defire, fo agreeable to the wifhes of Religion 
and our country, that I have the honour to 
be, with all the fulnefs of my heart, your 
very humble, &c. 

Conv. of the Holy dpcfl. March x, I 753. 

As to what regards the new modelling of 
f v e Breviary, which you mention to me, it 

were 
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were much to be wiflied that the Holy Fa- 
ther would fet ferioufly about it. But I do 
not agree with you in what relates to the 
divifion of the pfalms. Were I confulted, I 
fhould be for having the Beati immaculati 
continue to be repeated every day. It is a 
perpetual proteftation of an inviolable at- 
tachment to the law of God, and which 
is better in the mouth of the Minifters of the 
jLord, than fome obfcure and enigmatical 
pfalms, often unintelligible to the generality 
of Priefts. 

I would therefore leave the little hours as 
they are. You will tell me, that it is to 
be feared, that our prayers will be faid merely 
by rote. But are we not expofed to the fame 
inconvenience with refpeft to the prayers at 
Mafs, when they are faid every day? 

The notes I have received on the Imitation 
cf Jefus Cbrift , are admirable. 

* Pfalm 118, Vulg. 


LETTER XL. 

To Count **** 

I AM, my dear Friend, a Library in your 
debt ; but you are to pay for it. I pro*' 
mifed to give you a liff of what books might 
be neceffary for’you; and I now fulSOny-pro- 
mife. The lift fhall be only a Ihort one, as it 
is not a multiplicity of books that makes 
learned men. To read much is of little confi- 

deration ; 
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deration ; but to read well is of effential im- 
portance. 

The firft book, and which I place at the 
head of your Library, is the Gospel, as the 
moft neceffary, and mod facred. It is reafon- 
able, that the book, which is the principle and 
bafisof Religion, fhould be the ground- work 
of your reading. 

It is there you will learn to know what we 
owe to God, and how great are the wifdom^ 
and goodnefs of our Mediator, in whom we 
hope, and who has reconciled heaven and 
earth by his blood. 

This book has been in your hand, almoft 
ever fince your infancy ; but as you then gave 
litde attention to it, it will now make an im- 
prellion, entirely new, on your foul. The Gof- 
pel, when attentively read with the refpect due 
to it, really appears to be the language of God. 
We find not there that oratorial emphafis, 
which characterizes the Rhetoricians, nor thofe 
fyllogillical arguments, which point out the 
Philofopher : all is fimple and plain ; all adap- 
ted to the capacity of man, and, at the fame 
time, all is divine. 

I recommend particularly to you the Epiftles 
of St. Paul. Befides infpiring you with an 
— averfion for falfe teachers, who, under the 
appearance of pietyy deftroy the fpirit of it; 
they Vifr-p£netrate you with that univerfal 
charity, which includes all, and which, better 
than all the mailers in the world, makes us 
good parents, good fxiends, and good citizens, 
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We learn, in the fchool of this ApolUe, the whole 
oeconomy of Religion, its length , its breadth , 
its depth , its heigth\ in a word, the fuper - 
eminent knowledge of Jefus Chrijl ,* who would 
be univerfally adored, were he better known j 
and by whom the intellectual and material 
worlds were made. 

You muft be perfectly acquainted with the 
Psalter, as a work of the Holy Ghoft; 
a work that inflames, while it enlightens, and, 
for fublimity of ftyle, furpaffes all the Poets, 
and Orators. 

You mult not overburden yourfelf with read- 
ing. The facred books are not to be read, 
without great recollection of mind, and re- 
fpeCt : for befides that every paffage may af- 
ford a fubjeCt for ample meditation, the word 
of God Challenges a refpect quite different 
from that, which is fhewn to the word of man. 

You will take care to procure St. Augujline's 
Confejftons , a work written with his tears : but 
a work, on which your heart, more than your 
underftanding, muff feed. You will join there- 
to the Collection of the fineft paflages of the 
Fathers of the Church, in order to convince 
yourfelf, that Chriltian eloquence alone truly 
elevates the foul, and that it is a thoufand 
times more fublime, than all profane difcourfes, 
as having Gbd for its fubjeCt, the fource of 
whaitever is great. 

The Imitation of Chrift contains too much 
unCtion, and is too inltruCtive to be left out. 

CL 

# Eph. I, 1$, 19. 
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It is a production of Italy , whatever all the 
Difiertators may fay to the contrary (for Ger- 
sen. Abbot of Vercelli wrote it) j and in it 
the foul finds whatever can edify. Make fre- 
quent ufe of that little book, as of a work that 
abounds with confolation, adapted to every 
fituation of life. 

Feed on the Introduction to the Cbriftian Doc- 
trine of F. Gerdil, the Bernalite ; it is a 
book you cannot read too often. Mix the 
hiftory of the Church, with that of the Em- 
pires and Nations, fo as not to confound your 
memory or ideas, The underftanding muft be 
kept clear, in order to form a folid and exalt 
judgment of what we read.' When you are 
more matter of the French language, I advife 
you to read Bossuet’s Difcourfe on Univerfal 
Hi/lory , and Paschal’s Thoughts on the truths 
of Religion.' 

The Annals of Italy , by the immortal Mu- 
ratori ; the Hiftory of Naples, by Giannone ; 
the Campaigns of Don Carlos, by Buonamici ; 
the Periodical Sheets of Abbe Lami (not to 
learn to decide, but to form your judgment) 
are fo many works which you muft read. 

I fay nothing of the books which treat of 
Natural Hiftory and Antiquity; thefe are fub- 
jefts, with which an unacquaintance cannot 
be allowed. 

You will call to mind, my dear Friend, that 
Cicero, Virgil and Horace trod the fame foil 
that we inhabit ; that they breathed the fame 
air which we breathe j and therefore, as their 

country- 
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countrymen, we ought, from time to time, to 
read their writings, efpecially as they are every 
where ftrewed with fentiments and beauties. 
You went very well through your ftudies, and 
it •will be an eafy matter for you, every now 
and then, to enjoy the agreeable converfation 
of thofe authors. 

I do not interdict you the reading of our 
modern Poets, with this provifo, that you 
life precaution in reading them, and throw not 
yourfelf, right or wrong, into every Labyrinth, 
Grotto or Grove you find there:, thefe are 
not places for a Chriflian foul. I would not 
have any one flay long with the Goddefies of 
Fable: they are indeed, in themfelves, mere 
fictions ; but too often lead to realities. 

I fhould be better pleafed to fee in your 
hands Pliny * s Letters, the Thoughts of Marcus 
Aurelius , and thofe of Seneca : we there imbibe 
fentiments of humanity, which we cannot feel 
too much. 

1 

This, my dear Friend, is the Library to 
which I confine you, becaufe I think books 
ought to be ufed, and not kept for mere fhew. 
You may add however the Letters of Cardinal 
Bentivoglio. 

I allow you neither Legends, nor books of 
Myfticifm. You will find an account of the 
principal Saints in Church Hiftory ; and the 
ftories told of them, in Apocryphal books, will 
anfwer no other end, than to make you doubt 
of the miracles they really performed, and to 
diminifh the refpeft due to them. Great men 
Q 2 ought 
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ought not to be exhibited but as great men ; and 
truth Hands in need of itfelf alone to gain 
refpeft. 

I mention not any books of Philofophy, as 
I do not defign to fend you to fchool again to 
adopt fyftems, and enter into difputes. I 
ihould be apprehenlive of your embracing 
fome whimfical opinion ; whereas to judge 
impartially, we ought not efpoufe any one 
fentiment of the fchools. 

Philofophy has given birth to more fo- 
phifms than arguments: and, to become a 
true Philofopher, it is enough to have an ex- 
aft knowledge of the earth and of the heavens ; 
and a clear and precife idea of our duties, our 
origin, our deftination. Employ your mind 
on thefe great objefts in the midft of your 
exercifes and your reading ; and when you are 
determined on a Hate of life, means will then 
be pointed out to you, by which you may 
be informed of whatever is relative to it. 

.Good night : my pen can travel no farther : 
my head, fatigued with a piece of work, that 
hath lafted the whole day, obliges me to flop. 
My heart alone is ftill full of life and vigour, 
when I am to allure you, how much I 
am, &c. 

Rome, Dec, 31, 1751. 
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LETTER XLI. 

Te Cardinal Passioned 
Most Eminent, 

I F knowledge gained were to be reftored 
like Rolen goods, your Eminence would 
fee me bring back all I know, as belonging 
to your Lordfhip : and would then be far 
from commending me for my pretended learn- 
ing. Almoft every Saturday, I go to your 
Eminence’s magnificent Library, and fill my- 
felf as much as I can, with the excellent 
things I meet with there. I fet out quite poor^ 
and return home very rich : and thus it is, 
that private thefts conftitute my whole re- 
putation and merit: fo that it is to your 
books, my Lord, and not to my own genius, 
I owe thanks. 

I join, my Lord, in the pleafure which all 
thofe feel, who hearken to your Eminence 
in that delightful Hermitage, where fcience 
prefides, virtue fhines, and friendfliip forms 
the converfation. It is decreed that Brother 
Ganganelli , is to have no more than de- 
fires with refpeft to that objett; his work 
is never to allow him to go and lay him- 
felf down under the fhades of your Myrtles 
and Orange-trees. That would be fomething 
too fenfual for a Friar of the Order of St. 
Francis , who ought to know nothing but 
mortification and poverty.. 

I have 
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I have neverthelefs, my Lord, this comfort, 
that I happily feel the pureft pleafure in per- 
forming the talk impofed on me; and that 
the refpect, which I could Ihew you at Fref- 
cati, neither could be more profound, or 
more extenlive, than that with which I have 
the honour to be here, &c. 

Rome, May 8, 1753. 


LETTER XUI. 

To Mr Aymaldi. 

T HE laft memoir you tranfmitted to me, 
is like thofe uncultivated countries, in 
which, by chance, one meets with fome agree- 
able fpots. I am unraveling it with all the 
patience becoming a Religious, and the greateft 
delire of obliging you. There would be too 
great a voluptuoufnefs in ftudy, did we find 
therein nothing but flowers. Every man who 
works in his clofet, ought to confider himfelf 
as a traveller, who one while meets with 
flowery paths, another while rugged ways. 

The little publication . of Father Noeetti 
the Jefuit, on the Rainbow, is very neat 
and elegant. There is found in it that bril- 
liant and poetic imagination, which embel- 
lifties the thoughts and ftyle. The Jefuits 
have all along cultivated the Belles Lettres 
with fuccefs. Works of that kind are refrefli- 
fng ftreams to me, which recal my animal 
fpirits, when I am exhaulted with long and 

painful 
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painful labour: I fraell at them, and am re- 
vived. You know that Erudition is the grave 
of the Belles Lettres, unlefs, from time to time, 
we allot to them a few hours, not entirely 
to forget them. “ I am really fo abforbed in 
profound ftudies (laid formerly my Matter in 
Theology) that my mind has not a fmefl fine 
enough for neat and elegant works.” The 
tafte itfelf is blunted, when nothing is given it 
to tafte. 

I will fee the Rev. Father General of the 
Dominicans ( F. Bremond ) concerning your 
affair, and I hope I fhall fucceed. Befides 
that he is of an obliging temper to all, he 
has a particular kindnefs for me ; and I will 
moreover put him in mind, that as St. Fran- 
cis and St. Dominick were very great Friends; 
and alfo St Bonaventure and St Thomas of 
Aquino , it is fit that the fame happy harmony 
fhould fubfift between their difciples. 

Adieu : take care of your health ; for there 
are great odds to be layed, that in the Ponti- 
ficate of a man of learning, your merit may 
lead you to fomething great. I defire it, much 
left for your own fake or mine, than for the 
honour of the Holy fee. I have that of be • 
ing, &c. 

Rome, May 12, 1753. 
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LETTER XLIII. 

To Dom Gaillard, Prior of the Charter - 
houfe at Rome. 

Rev. Father, 

A S you open your heart to me with re- 
gard to what paiTes in your Commu- 
nity, I will open mine to you with equal can- 
dour : and will tell you, that it were to be 
wiflied, that in an order fo rigid as yours, the 
fuperiors were a little more affable and of eafier 
accefs : that they would not let a week pals, 
without viliting the Religious in their Cells; 
that they would infinuate themfelves in a 
friendly manner into their affe&ions ; and 
laftly, that by falutary counfels, and endear- 
ing encouragement, they would help them to 
bear the yoke of folitude. 

The Kingdom of Jesus Christ is not a 
reign of Defpotifm. To make men Haves is as 
contrary to Religion, as it is to humanity. A 
vow made to obey fuperiors does not carry 
along with it an engagement to refpeft their 
humours. 

It is commonly thought, that the place of a 
Superior is a place of authority ; and that he 
who enjoys it, has nothing to do, but to com- 
mand, and make the Religious tremble and 
obey : whereas the head of a Community is a 
man, who ought to make himfelf all to all, 
ftudy the different charafters, and found their 
difpofitions, in order at laft to know what is 
hurtful to one, what does good to another, 

and 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



121 


Let. xliii. P. C L E M E N T XIV. 

and what each individual is capable of per- 
forming. 

One Religious man ftands not in need of 
talking, becaufe he is naturally lilent : con- 
tinued filence is death to another, becaufe he 
is a man of converfation : and it is then that a 
Superior muft have different ways of acting, 
and excufe one rather than another, for any 
fmall breach of the Rule. No Religious 
Order can have any other fpirit but that of 
Jesus Christ, who, ever meek and humble 
of heart, treated his Difciples as his brethren 
and his friends, calling himfelf their fervant, 
and performing the offices of one. 

The Rule would be a real Step-mother, were 
it to punifh without mercy thofe who, through 
too great a livelinefs or flownefs of temper, 
lhould be guilty of fome omiffions. There are 
feme Religious, whom a Superior ought more 
•frequently to vifit, becaufe they are oftener 
tempted, and fupport retirement with greater 
difficulty. So that, without a fpirit of difere- 
tion and penetration, a Superior is no more 
than an Idol, whofe government is defpicable. 
-There is only one manner of dire&ing followed ; 
and there ought to be almoft as many different 
methods, as there are perfons to be directed 
and governed. One, if the Superior take it 
in head to reprimand him, goes backward in 
the way of falvation ; and another makes gi- 
gantic ftrides towards it, if no fault be over- 
looked in him. 

R Tffi? 
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The Order of the Carthufians merits <dl pof- 
fible veneration, for never having flood in need 
either of any mitigation or reformation fince 
its firft inftitution; but I muft own to you, 
that I always thought the Priors had too 
gloomy' and too fevere an air; and as they 
alone went to the General Chapter, they were 
both judges and parties. 

They ought not to trouble a poor Monk for 
fpeaking a word by ftealth, as they themfelves 
often receive vifits, enjoy the liberty of wri- 
ting to their friends, and of going out. 

A man becomes the Inquifltor of his houfe, 
when he is for puniffiing every thing, and 
overlooking nothing. There are little alterca- 
tions in Communities, as well as in private 
families, which continue only, becaufe a Su- 
perior has npt the fenfe to defpife them. 

Vifit your brethren in a quite friendly man- 
ner, and fay not a word of what is paft ; you 
will then find them alhamed of their caballing. 
Nothing difarms anger like mildnefs. You will 
teach them that you know how to overcome 
yourfelf, when you cordially embrace them ; 
and this will edify. There is nothing fo dan- 
gerous for people in office, as to be always un- 
willing to own that they have been miftaken. 

Accuftom yourfelf to bury the faults of your 
Religious in your own houfe, without inform- 
ing the General of them. This conduct irritates 
thofe againft whom a man turns informer, and 
plainly evinces that he has not a talent for 
governing. 

Such 
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Such is my way of thinking. Should I be 
miftaken, you will do me a pleafure to prove 
it; and if your reafons are good, I will fubmit: 
for I am neither prejudiced in my own favour, 
nor am I obflinate. 

It is my heart that has fpoken to you 
throughout this letter, and it is that which af- 
fures you of the fincerity of the fentiments, 
with which I am, &c. 

Rome , June 21, 1754. 


LETTER XLIV. 

To the fame. 

T HE nap taken at noon in Italy, my moft 
dear and Rev. Father, would not have 
alarmed you fo much, had you called to mind, 
that when a man is at Rome, he muft live as 
the Romans live : cum Romano Romanus eris .* 

Is it then a fcandal, is it a misfortune, that 
a poor Religious man fhould lie down for half 
an hour, in a country where he is overpowered 
with exceflive heat, to return again to his ex- 
ercifes with greater adivity ? Refled with 
yourfelf, that filence is beft kept at that mo- 
ment of time, you who reckon among the 
capital fins a Angle word uttered, when it is 
forbidden to fpeak. Look- at Jefus Chrift, 
when he finds his Apoftles afleep: What! faid 
he with the greateft kindnefs, could you not 
•watch one hour with meff 

* With a Roman you muft be a Roman. + Matt. xxvi. 40. 

R 2 But 
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But how do you reconcile the obedience 
you require of your Religious, with that you 
yourfelf refufe to the fovereign Pontiff? You 
cannot but know, that all the Cloifteral rules 
derive all their force only from the approba- 
tion of the Popes ; and if he, who now reigns 
with fo much wifdom, is pleafed to difpenfe 
with your Religious in certain practices, he is 
abfolute Matter to do fo. No one will difpute 
the Legiflator’s right to modify the law. 

To mitigate fome aufterities, which depend 
on time, place and circumftances, is not to 
meddle with what is eifential in the vows. 
iTt be letter kills , but the fpirit gives life* ; but 
there are fome Superiors, ever of an un- 
eafy temper, and ever afraid of the leaft fyl- 
lable of the Conftitutions being omitted. Let 
me beg of you to make yourfelf eafy, both 
for the fake of your Religious, and for your 
own health. While you continue to confult 
me, I fhall always anfwer you in the fame 
manner: it is not enough to alledge con- 
fcience, we mutt feek to enlighten it. I em- 
brace you with my whole heart, and am, &c. 

Rome, Sept. 21, 1754. 

# a Cor. iii. 6 * 

L E T T E R XLV. 

To a Religious Jetting off for America. 

T HE feas then are going to feparate us ; 

but fuch is the lot of human life, that 
fome are thrown to the extremities of the 

world, 
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world, while others remain always in the fame 
place. This however is certain, that my heart 
follows yours; and wherever you are, there 
will it be found. 

If you had not laid up an ample provilion of 
piety, I fhould tremble for you during a paf- 
fage, where every word uttered will not be 
edifying, and in a country, where every 
example you fee, will hot be a model of 
virtue. America is the terreftrial Paradife, 
'where the forbidden fruit is frequently eaten. 
The ferpent is there perpetually preaching the 
love of riches and pleafures, and the heat of 
the climate makes the paflions boil up. 

We are fufficiently unhappy here below, in 
not knowing how to keep within the bounds 
of duty, when we fee no other Superior but 
God ; unlefs a lively faith be the principle , of 
our adtions : and fuch is the fituation of the 
Religious in America : feeing no longer any one 
to direct or command them, they are loft, un- 
lefs the Gofpel alone bears fway in their heart. 

I am perfuaded that you will often beg of 
God the gift of fortitude, to enable you to 
Hand out againft all dangers. Whatever dif- 
pofitions the Negroes have for grofs vices, 
good may be done among them, when a man 
knows how to gain their confidence, and im- 
prefs them with a certain degree of fear. 

Refledt that God will be as near you in 
America, as in Europe ; that his eye fees all ; 
his juftice will judge all; and that it is for him 
alone we ought to adt. Lay down a plan of a 

labo- 
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laborious and regular life ; for. if idlenefs once 
get the better of you, you will be inverted with 
every vice, and no longer be able to defend 
yourfelf againft them. 

Never allow yourfelf to utter any word, that 
may be conftrued contrary to Religion or good 
morals. Thofe who feem to applaud you for it, 
will in 'reality defpife you, as an unfaithful 
fervant, who makes a j eft of the mafter, whofe 
bread he eats, and whofe livery he wears. 

God keep you from amafling. A Prieft, 
who loves money, and efpecially a Religious 
man, who has made a vow of poverty, is 
worfe than the wicked rich man, and is de- 
ferving of more rigorous treatment. 

As to the reft, be fociable, and gain on 
your Parifhioners by a deal of civility, to the 
end they may fee, that you are governed by 
true piety, and not by humour. 

Never meddle in temporal affairs, unlefs 
it be to make up law-fuits, and reftore peace. 
I will pray for you to him, who commands 
the waves, calms the tempefts, and never a- 
bandons thofe that belong to him, in whatever 
country they are. My comfort is, that there 
is no diftance for fouls ; and that by the bands 
of Religion and the heart, we are always 
neighbours. 

Adieu and Adieu again ; I embrace you in 
the moft tender manner. 


LET- 
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LETTER 5LVI. 

To the Prelate Cerati. 

Y OUR happinefs is too great, my dear 
Prelate, in dividing your time between 
Pifa and Florence : in one of thofe cities your 
mind is at eafe; and in the other your know- 
ledge finds food and nourifhment. 

When I reflect that Tuscany was the Reftau- 
ratrix of the arts and fciences, I have a An- 
gular veneration for her, and my heart leaps 
with joy whenever I hear her name mentioned. 
The advantage of a moft happy fituation, and 
a moft agreeable climate, rendered her worthy 
of that glory. One breathes there a fweet air, 
which feems to give new life to the foul ; and 
at every ftep, we perceive the fine arts had 
reafbn to be pleafed with their refidence. 

I knew an old man of the moft embelliftied 
fenfe, and the moft voluptuous intellect, who 
ordered his time fo well, as to pafs the fpring 
at Pifa, the fummer at Sienna , the autumn at 
Leghorn, and the winter at Florence. He went 
alternately to thefe four cities to imbibe the 
wit of the inhabitants, and diffufe his own ; 
and to tafte the fweets of the moft agreeable 
commerce. Our manner of ednverfation be- 
gins to degenerate; and a perfon could not 
well now find in it that fomething intereft- 
ing, which our Fathers introduced into theirs. 
It is to that amiable trifling way of the French 
that we owe this change. 

Everv 
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Every age has a genius which characterizes 
it : the fame luxury which corrupts our man- 
ners, corrupts alfo our difcourfe and our wri- 
tings : there is fcarce any life in our converfa- 
tion, in our books, or our paintings. It is a 
fpecies of elegance, as flight as the intellect 
which produces it ; and unhappily Religion 
■itfelf feels fomething of this frivolous turn. 
People think that they may ftrip off from 
-Chriftianity whatever difpleafes, as they ftrip 
off the trimmings of a coat. 

You fee thefe evils, you groan at the fight 
of them ; and you have good caufe to do fo. 

I have the honour, &c. 

Rome , Sept. 2, 1754, 


LETTER XLVII. 

2c the Abbe: de CanillAc, Auditor of the 
Rota . 

I Paffed by your houfe, my Lord, that I might 
have the honour of returning, with my 
own hands, a volume of Monf. Buffon. Oh ! 
the excellent book ! The excellent writer, had 
he not been the partifan of a fyftem ! He has 
an energy of ftyle and thought, that tranfports 
and aftonifhes. 

To alk me what I think of the GaUhan 
privileges, is to ihut my mouth. Befides, 
where is the importance of that queftion, if 
the French, as well as the, Romans are Catho- 
lics, notwithftanding their different fentiments 

with 
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•with refpeft to this article? In former times 
both Popes and Kings were wrong by turns : 
and Benedict XIV. is luckily the fittefl. Pontiff 
to make what is paft, forgotten. What you 
vouchfafe to recommend to me, fhall be done, 
as foon as poffible, and with a zeal equal to 
the refpeft, with which I am, &C. 

Rome, June 6 , 1754* 

7 

LETTER XLVin. 

To the Marquis Scipio Maffei. 

Mr. Marquis, 

T HE young Religious, whom you recom- 
mended to me, is proud of fuch a pre- 
rogative, nor am I lefs proud of your excellent 
letter. I will keep it as a charm to commu- 
nicate to me fome fparks of your learning 
and genius. I would gladly fay a thoufand 
things ; but I am as much afraid of you, as of 
a-fpirit, and cannot fpeak. I call to mind the 
immenfity of your knowledge, the merit of 
your publications; and the remembrance of 
them makes me fo infignificant, that 1 dare not 
appear before you. 

Italy will for a long time boaft of hav- 
ing given you birth ; and, if Verona is fen- 
fible of her own glory, {he will erect ftatues 
to your memory. But what renders you infi- 
nitely fuperior to thefe vain honours is, that 
you are the humbly of men, and know your 
own worth lefs than any other. 

S I would 
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I would never pardon time for making you 
grow old, without refpedting your merit, were 
I not convinced, as well as you, of a life in 
heaven that awaits us. We know that heaven 
is the centre and abode of all light, and that 
the knowledge there acquired in a moment, 
cannot be compared to the weak glimmerings 
we enjoy here below. 

I fliall pay every pollible regard to the young 
man, you have taken under your protection. 
He fliall now be my fon, as he was heretofore 
yours, by the intereft I will take in forwarding 
him in the fciences and the practice of piety. 
He will find the fame helps in our Order, as I 
myfelf found to improve and form my mind; 
and on this occafion I may fay, without a de- 
fign of flattering my Brethren, that helps can 
no where be more abundant. A tafte for good 
books prevails ; emulation is kept up ; appli- 
cation is uninterrupted ; and the incomparable 
Scipio Maffei is particularly efteemed. He 
lives in our hearts as much as he lives in his 
writings : this is what I can aflure him, as I 
am more than any other, &c. 


LETTER XLIX. 

To Monfeigneur Caraccioli, Nuncio at Ve- 
nice , who died afterwards Nuncio in Spain. 

My Lord, 

I Have the honour to fend you the Decifion 
of the Holy Office, which, I am certain, 
will be agreeable to your way of thinking. I 

ufed 
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ufed therein my utmoft zeal, to prove to you 
the infinite efteem I have for your virtues. 
Would to God, the Church had all along had 
Prelates as exemplary as you, my Lord, are! 
This is what the Venetians often fay, and what 
tranfports me with joy, when I have the happy 
occafion of affuring you of all that refpedt 
with which I am, &c. 

Rome , Oil. 21 , 1750. 


LETTER L. 

To Count ***. 

I F fcruples once befet you, my dear Friend, 
you are loft: you will either return to a 
life of diflipation, or you will ferve God like a 
flave. Remember that the Jewifh law was a 
law of fear, but that the new law is a law of 
love. The earthen veffel to. which our foul is 
united, allows us not to pofiefs angelical per- 
fection. 

’Tis degrading Religion, to bufy one’s head 
about mere trifles. While there are men who 
pray, diftra&ions will naturally arife in prayer; 
and there will be faults in their conduct, as long- 
as they adt: becaufe every man is fubject to 
error and vanity : every man is a liar.* 

There are none but Bigots, who take fcan- 
dal at every thing, and fee the Devil every 
■where. Fulfil the law without labour of mind,, 
or effort of imagination, and you will pleafe 
* Omnis homo mendax. Pf, cxv. VuJg . 

S 2 God. 
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God. Nothing retards fouls fo much in the 
progrefs of virtue, as injudicious Icruples. 
Too much retirement favours illulions, and 
fociety difpels them ; keep good company in- 
ftead of flaying alone at home. Moreover be 
not difeouraged under temptation. Tempta- 
tion is a trial, which teaches us to diftruft our- 
felves, and affords us an opportunity of 
meriting the favour of God. 

Come to fee me, and we 'will together 
try to find out from whence the fcruples, 
which torment you, arife. There is nothing 
I wilh for more, than to fee you a good Chrif- 
tian ; but it would break my heart, were you 
to become fcrupulous : every thing then would 
hurt you, and you would be infupportable to 
yourfelf. 

I always forget to mention your good Kinf- 
woman. It is thus my diftracted thoughts, 
from time to time, play me a very fad trick ; 
but the heart has no fhare in them. The 
Marchionefs, more vexed, than moved with 
my remonftrances, is at a lofs what to do. If 
Devotion once fets down to calculate, when a 
reconciliation is propofed, we muft look foF no- 
thing but fufpefted demonftrations. However, 
as of a bad debt we get what we can, fo you 
muft content yourfelf with the very finall 
civilities your good Kinfwoman will fhew you. 

Perfevere, my dear Friend ; perfevere : I am 
edified at your courage, and am charmed that 
you are pleafed with the Guide I gave you. 
Is he not really a worthy man, and one who 

will 
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will lead you fafely to God ? He has a wonder- 
ful lkill in difcovering the interior of perfons, 
and a foul the bed calculated for gaining their 
confidence. 

I approve your fettiiig fomething apart for 
charities ; but I do not like that people Ihould 
give drop by drop, and that they tie them- 
felves to regular alms, fo as to have nothing 
for thofe who are in extreme want. I had 
rather fnatch a family or two from the jaws 
of mifery, than fcatter here and there a few 
crowns, which bring comfort to no body. It 
is moreover very proper to have a fum in re- 
ferve for extraordinary cafes : by that means 
there is a remedy at hand for the moft urgent 
occafions of diftrefs. 

Fall not into that trifling Devotion, which, 
■without examining either birth or extraftion, 
is for reducing every one in want, to drefs 
and eat like the loweft clafs of people. 

Charity never humbles any one, and knows 
how to proportionate itfelf according to cir- 
cumftances and conditions. To give with 
pride, is worfe than not giving at all. Seafon 
your charities in fuch a manner, that you may 
appear more humbled, than the perfon that 
receives them. Religion is too grand to ap- 
prove of the behaviour of thofe mean fouls, 
who oblige with haughtinefs, and make people 
feel the importance of the ferv&es done them. 

Content not yourfelf with giving ; but alfo 
lend, according to the precept of the Gofpel, 
to him in need. I know nothing more con- 
temptible 
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contemptible than money, if not employed to 
afiift our neighbour. Can the infipid pleafure of 
heaping up a few crown-pieces be compared to 
the fatisfaction of making others happy here, 
and fecuring to ourfelves happinefs hereafter 
in heaven. 

When you are frugal without avarice, and 
generous without prodigality, I {hall conlider 
you as a rich man, to whom falvation is not 
impoflible. Prevent the wants of others with- 
out waiting till you are aiked : charity puts us 
on gueffing, that they may ftand in need. 

Adieu: I think it needlefs to repeat at the 
end of this letter, that I am your beft friend 
and molt humble fervant. You do not cer- 
tainly doubt it ? If you did, you would affront 
me in a molt fenfible manner. 

Rovie , April 19, 1752. 


LETTER LI. 

To the fame. 

Y OU afk me how it happens, that there 
are certain days, when given over to 1 
melancholy, without knowing any caufe, we 
are a burden to ourfelves ? And I anfwer you : 
Firft, it is becaufe we depend on a body, 
which is not always in an equal ftate of health. 
— Secondly, becaufe it is the delign of God to 
make us fenfible that our happinefs is not to 
be found in this life, and that we never fhall 
be at eafe, till we leave it. It was this that 

made 
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made the Apoftle figh after thofe good things 
that are eternal. There are mills both in the 
moral and phyfical world ; and the foul has 
its clouds like the Iky. 

The bell way to get rid of thefe trouble- 
fome thoughts, is to be fond of work. A man 
that is ferioufly employed, has no time either 
for forrow or vexation. Study is the element 
of the foul. “ You will neither be trouble- 
fome to yourfelf or others, fays Seneca , if you 
love ftudy.” It is inconceivable how many 
bad quarters of an hour there are in the courfe 
of a man’s life, againft which labour fecures 
him. You never will be happy here below, 
unlefs you know how to deaden the feelings 
of your misfortunes. He that has not any 
uneafinefs of mind at prefent, either has 
had, or will have fome, becaufe fufferings and 
pains are what we inherit from our firlt Fa- 
ther; nor can we abfolutely fecure ourfelves 
from them. I am with my whole heart. 

Rome , April 27, 1752. 

LETTER HI. 

To My Lord Firniani, Bijhop of Perugia. 

My Lord, 

T HE Postulant * you' directed to me, 
feems to prefer the Augufltnian Order to 
that of the Francifcans ; and fo far was I from 
being difpleafed at it, that I went with him 

* A perfon who defires to be admitted into any Religious 
Order. 
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myfelf to a Religious, a friend of mine, who 
will take all poffible care of him, and after a 
trial, will give him the habit of St. Auguftine. 

It values not in what Convent a perfon be 
placed, provided he has a true fpirit of piety. 
All the Religious Orders, in my eye, are one 
and the fame family; and luckily I have no 
attachment for my own Community, that can 
be a prejudice to any other. Moreover the 
Augujliniam have at all times united learning 
to virtue, and one who has a real call, cannot 
but there receive excellent leffons. 

The Father Capuchin , who told your Lord- 
fhip fo many fine things of me, fcarce faw me. 
He judged of me, as of an optical deception, 
which is thought fomething at a difiance, but 
is nothing near at hand. I will oblige him to 
recall what he has laid, when he returns to 
Rome , becaufe he will then fee me nearer. It 
is the beft way I know to correct men of the 
good opinion they may entertain of me. I re- 
commend myfelf to your prayers, which I be- 
lieve to be very efficacious with God ; and , I 
have the honour to be, &c.- 

Rome, Aug. 2 6, 1753. 


LETTER LIH. 

To the Prelate Cerati. 

M o n s i g n o r, 

I Have juft now feen your good and old 
Friend, Monfignor Bottari, and I found 
him, according to cuftom, buried in the moft 
' profound 
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profound reading. From that ftate he paffed 
to the moft picture fque converfation, which 
afforded me Angular pleafure; for he never 
fpeaks, but he paints. Every thing is fenti- 
ment, every thing a picture ; and every thing 
characterizes the books and perfons he points 
at. 

We converted for a long time on the Roman 
Antiquities, and our different Libraries, which 
more or lefs excellent, form a wonderful col- 
lection. Two fenfible Englifhmen partook of 
our entertainment, and talked fo as to be 
hearkened to. That nation travels to great 
advantage, and improves by every thing it 
fees. The Englifh are faid to lay hold of the 
fubftance of things, while the French content 
themfelves with the furface. But I leave you 
to determine whether, with refpeCc to the 
commerce of life, it is not better to be agree- 
ably fuperficial, than gloomily profound. 

It was a faying of Cardinal Bentivoglio, 
that, “ when a man wanted to think, he ought 
to fee the Englifh ; and the French, when he 
wanted to converfe.” I open my Cell both 
to the one and the other with the gr.eateft 
pleafure; though I own to you, at the fame 
time, that there is fomething in the French 
vivacity, which particularly attracts me. There 
is a pleafure in meeting with one’s felf ; for 
you know that I am neither dull, nor a man of 
few words. 

You mull have read the book, that Father 
Massoleni, of the Oratory , fent you. You 

T will 
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will find it as interefting, as neatly bound. 
I fee you over head and ears in that work, 
without being able to quit it. The ftu- 
dious man really enjoys pleafures, which fur- 
pafs all thofe of the world. But hulh ! This 
is a fecret known only to the ftudious, and 
muft not be divulged. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Rome , Nov. 13, 1753. 


LETTER LIV. 

To a Francifcan Friar. 

I 

I Find fomething in myfelf, that puts the 
pen in my hand, and whifpers in my ear 
that I muft write to you, and let you know, 
that it is a long time fince I enjoyed that fweet 
pleafure ; and that it is my friendfhip for you, 
which now procures me that happinefs. 

It muft be owned, as St. Augustine tells 
us, “ That there is fomething fweet in friend- 
fhip;” and that, “ Whoever knows not the 
fweetnefs thereof, ought to exclude himfelf 
from- fociety.” The Saviour of the world 
canonized it by his particular attachment to 
St. John; and we fee that the greateft faints 
have cultivated it with a moft religious at- 
tention. 

Continue, therefore, ever to be my good 
friend. Though the world fays that Monks 
and Friars love nobody, I have found, in 
the Cloifter, the moft fincere and obliging 

hearts : 
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hearts : but I (hall not be believed, for people 
are refolved that we muft be in the wrong. 
But what of that, provided we tafte no lefs 
the fweetnefs of friendfhip ; and I am np left 
your fervant and friend. 

Rome , Dec. 29, 1754. 


LETTER LV. 

To Lady Pigliani. 

Y OUR keeping your two Daughters with 
you is not a concern of no confequence : 
the quality of a Mother impofes on you the 
moft important duties. The world will be 
continually thrufting itfelf in between you and 
your children, if you take not care to keep it 
off; not with that aufterity, which excites 
murmurs, but with that prudence, which 
gains confidence. 

Your Daughters will be no more than hypo- 
crites, if you overload them with inftructions, 
or if you make them uneafy ; whereas they 
will love Religion, if, by your examples, and 
mildnefs, you can render it amiable to them. 

Perfons of twenty years of age, are not to 
be governed like thofe of ten. Different ages, 
as well as the different conditions of life, re- 
quire different treatment, and different leffons. 

Keep up, as much as you can, a tafte for 
good books and work ; but with that liberty 
and eafe, which ties not down to a minute ; 
and with that difcretion, which knows how to 
T 2 make 
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make a difference between living in a Cloifter, 
and in the world. 

Marry your Daughters according to their 
fortune and rank ; and force not their inclina- 
tion, unlefs they Ihould want to marry with 
fpendthrifts or debauchees. Marriage is the 
natural ft ate of mankind : to difpenfe there- 
with is an exception from the general rule. 

Without being in love with the maxims and 
practices of the world, make not yourfelf ridi- 
culous with refpett to its ufages. Piety be- 
comes a fubject of raillery, when fhewn with 
any external Angularities : the wife woman 
ihuns being pointed at — -When our birth de- 
mands a particular drefs, we muft wear it; 
but always with that decency in form and 
manner, which is agreeable to modefty. 

You will take care that the young Ladies 
frequent company. True Devotion is neither 
rude nor unfociable : injudicious folitude irri- 
tates the paflions, and it is often fafer for 
young people to fee choice company, than to 
be alone. Infpire cheerfulnefs, that they m*y 
not appear to drag along piety — Let your re- 
creation confift in taking a walk, or fitting 
down a little to play a moderate game;, and 
when they are to apply to ftudy, neither men- 
tion fuch as are profound, nor the abftrafted 
fciences, which ferve only to make the fex 
vain and talkative. 

Above all things gain their love: it is the 
greateft pleafure, to which a Mother can af- 
pire, and the greateft prerogative fhe can en- 
joy. 
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joy, fince fhe is thereby empowered to do 
what good fhe pleafes. 

Take care that your fervants have religion 
and honefty: they are capable of every vice, 
if they have not the fear of God. We ought 
to act towards them neither with haughtinefs 
nor with familiarity, but to treat them as men, 
and inferiors. Juftice is the mother of order : 
every thing is in its place, when a perfon 
behaves with equity. 

Never punifh but with pain to yourfelf, and 
always pardon with pleafure. 

Frequent youf Parifh-church, that the Iheep 
may often meet with their Paftor. It is a prac- 
tice agreeable both to the holy canons, and 
ancient ufage. 

Your own prudence and difcretion will 
teach you the reft. I rely much on your fenfe 
and your good difpofition, as you may be 
truly allured of the refpeftful confiderajion 
with which I have the honour to be, &c. 

Rome, Nov. 15 , 1754 . 


LETTER LVI. 

To Count Algarottj. 

My Dear Count, 

C Ontrive matters fo, in fpite of your Phi- 
lofophy, that I may fee you in heaven ; 
for I fhould be very forry to lofe fight of you 
for an Eternity. 

* You 
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You are one of thofe rare men, both for 
heart and underftanding, whom we could wifli 
to love even beyond the grave, when we have 
once had the advantage of knowing them; 
no one has more reafons to be convinced of 
the fpirituality and immortality of the foul than 
you have. The years glide away for the Phi- 
Jofophers, as well as for the ignorant ; and 
what is to be the term of them, cannot but 
employ a man who thinks. 

Own that I can manage fermons fo, as not 
to frighten away a bel Efprit ; and that if every 
one delivered as ihort, and as friendly fermons, 
as I do, you would fometimes go to hear a 
preacher. But barely hearing will not do; 
what is heard mull pafs on to the heart; it 
muft germinate there ; and the completely 
amiable Algarotti mull become as good, a 
Chriftian, as he is a Philofopher : then Ihould 
I doubly be his fervant and friend. 

Rome, Dec. n, 1754. 


LETTER LVII. 

To Monjlgnor Rota, Secretary of the Decipherer' s. 

Office. 

I Believe, Monfignor, that it will be proper 
to fix a rallying hour, that we may be 
able to meet with one another : I beg you 
would be fo kind as to let me know it, and I 
fliall moll certainly take care not to fail coming. 

There is nothing I regret with more con- 
cern, than the time loft in Anti-chambres. 

Time 
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Time is the moft precious gift God has be- 
llowed upon us; and man throws it away 
•with a profufion as cruel, as aftonifliing. 

Time, alas! is abandoned to pillage, every- 
body comes, and fnatches away a piece from 
us ; and in fpite of all my attention and defire 
tc> preferve it, I fee it flip through my hands ; 
and fcarce can I fay, “it is going”, but it is 
already gone. 

I expecl your orders to wait on you at your 
own houfe, and to affure you, that if there be 
any moments to fee you, there is not one, in 
which I am not with equal attachment and 
refped, Monfignor, your very humble, &c. 

Rome, Jan. 3, 1754 . 


L E T T E R LVIII. 

To the Gonfalonier of the Republic of St 
Marino. 

My very dear Friend, 

A Lthough you be no more than petit fo- 
vereign of a very fmall ftate, you have a 
foul that puts you on a level with the greateft 
Princes. It is not the extent of Empires, 
which conllitutes the merit of Emperors : a 
Father of a family may have many virtues ; 
and a Gonfalonier of St. Marino great 
reputation. 

I find nothing fo delightful as to be at the' 
head of a fmall Canton, which one can (carce 
find in the map, where difcord and war are 

unknown. 
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unknown, and where there are no florins, but 
when the Iky is darkened ; where there is no 
other ambition, than that of maintaining one’s 
felf in filence and mediocrity^ and where all 
things are in common from the euftom kept 
up of helping one another. 

How this little corner of the earth pleafes 
me ! What a happinefs is it to live there, and 
not in the midft of that tumult which diflurbs 
great cities; not in the midft of Grandeurs, 
which make the little ones figh ; nor in 
the midft of luxury, which corrupts the foul, 
and dazzles the eyes ! It is a place, where I 
would with pleafure fix my tabernacle , and 
where my foul has long been through the 
friendftiip I bear to you. There is not a hea- 
vier burden than Sovereign power : but yours 
is fo light, that it hinders you not from walk- 
ing ; efpecially when I come to compare it to 
thofe Monarchies, which cannot 'be governed, 
but by multiplying one’s felf, and having one’s 
eyes every where. 

Every thing is a fnare for a Prince at the 
head of a vaft kingdom. At the time he 
thinks people are making court to him, they 
are feeking to deceive him. If he follows irre- 
gular courfes, he is flattered in them. If he 
be a man of piety, thofe about him play the 
hypocrite, and make a farce of Religion. If 
he be cruel, he is told that he is juft: and thus 
he never hears the truth. 

He muft often defcend into his own heart 
to find out truth. But how much is he to be 

pitied, 
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pitied, if it be not found there ! The only rea- 
fon why Hiftory is filled with the reigns of fo 
many bad Princes is, becaufe they chofe to 
live remote from truth. She is the only true 
friend that Kings have, when they are dif- 
pofed to hearken to her; but here they are 
often deceived : for they confider her only as a 
troublefome monitor, that muft be kept off or 
punilhed. * 

For my part, as I have loved her from my 
moft early infancy, I think I fhall continue to 
love her, were fhe to fay the harfheft things to 
me. She is like thofe bitter medicines, which, 
though difagreeable to the tafte, reftore health. 
She is certainly better known at St. Marino, 
than any where elfe. In great Courts fhe is 
only feen obliquely ; but you fee her flrait be- 
fore you, and receive her with joy. 

I fhall not fend you the book you want to 
fee. It is quite a fhapelefs production, badly 
tranflated from the French, and fwarms with 
errors againft Faith and Morals. Nothing how- 
ever is talked of but Humanity , which nowa- 
days is a fine word artfully fubftituted in the 
place of Charity ; for Humanity is no more than 
a heathen virtue, whereas Charity is a Chrif- 
tian one. Modern Philofophy likes nothing 
that belongs to Chriftianity, and thus it fhews 
to the eyes of reafon, that it is pleafed only 
with what is defective. 

The ancient Philofophers, who had not the 
lights of faith, nor the happinefs of knowing 
the true God, wifhed for a Revelation : and 
U the 
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the modern ones reject that which no body 
can difown. But here they betray them- 
felves: for had they an upright heart and a 
pure foul; had they the Humanity they pre- 
tend to have, they would receive, with trans- 
ports of gratitude, a Religion, which con- 
demns even wicked defires ; which exprefly 
enjoins the love of our neighbour ; and pro- 
mifes an eterfial reward to thofe who have af- 
lifted their brethren, and have been faithful 
to their God, their King and their Country.— 
A virtuous man cannot hate a Religion, which 
preaches nothing but virtue. 

Therefore, when I continually fee flowing 
from the pen of thofe writers, who anathema- 
tize the Chriftian Religion, the words Legifta - 
tion, Patrietifm , Humanity, I fay, without fear 
of a miftake, thefe men are making a jeft of 
the public; and inwardly, they have neither 
Patriotifm , nor Humanity . — The mouth com- 
monly fpeaks from the abundance of the 
heart. 

It is on this ground I would gladly have 
attacked the new Philofophers, had I thought 
myfelf ftrong enough to engage with them. 
They might have cried out againft my way of 
reafoning, becaufe I fhould have preffed them 
clofely; but they would not complain of my 
want of temper. I would have fpoken to 
them, as a moft tender friend ; like one as zea- 
lous for their happinefs, as for my own ; like 
a writer of truth and an impartial man, who 
would acknowledge their talents, and have 

often 
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often done jufiice to the excellency of their 
underftanding. I have prefumption enough to 
think they would have liked me, though their 
Antagonift. 

I fhall not execute this plan, becaufe I en- 
joy not here that happy tranquillity, which is 
breathed at St. Marino: it is there a perfon 
enjoys a quietude, that has fomething heavenly. 

This eafe, however, muft be baneful to the 
fciences and the Belles Lettres, fince there are 
not feen, in the immenfe catalogue of famous 
men, any Writers Citizens of St. Marino. 1 
advife you to fpur on your fubjects, while you 
are in place. But make hafte; for it is not of 
your reign that it was faid : and of bis reign there 
Jhall be no end-* Your countrymen have natural 
parts ; you have only to promote their exertion. 

Here is a letter as long as your Dominion s, 
efpecially if you confider the heart that dic- 
tated it, and in which you have often a good 
place. It is thus people write, and it is thus 
people love one another, when they have been 
at College together. Adieu. 

* Luke i. 33. 


LETTER LIX. 

To Count ***. 

I Was not willing to advife you, my dear 
Friend, to apply to the Mathematics, till you 
were well grounded in the principles of Reli- 
gion. I feared that by giving yourfelf up to that 
U 2 fcience. 
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fcience, which admits only of what is demon- 
ftrated, you might become like fo many Mathe- 
maticians, who are for fubjecting our myfteries 
to Demonftration. The Mathematics, notwith- 
ftanding their great extent, have nothing but 
what is very finite, if we come to fpeak of 
God. All the lines that can be drawn on 

t 

earth, all the points at which it is poflible to 
terminate thefe lines, are no more than Infi- 
nitejimals in comparifon of that immenfe Being, 
who admits of-neither parallels nor ratios. 

The Mathematics will give you a juft way 
of thinking. Without them, a certain method 
neceflary for rectifying our thoughts, claffing 
our ideas, and fettling a fure judgment, is 
wanting. It is eafy to perceive, in reading a 
book (though it treats of a moral fubjeft) 
whether or no the author was a Mathemati- 
cian : I am feldom miftaken in this point. The 
mod famous Metaphyfician among the French, 
could never have compofed The Refearch after 
Truth * nor the learned Leibnitz his Theo* 
dicea, had they not been Mathematicians. One 
difcovers in their publications that Geome- 
trical order, which makes their reafoning clofe, 
ftrong, and above all, methodical. 

Order is fomething fo beautiful, that in all 
nature there is nothing but what bears its 
ftamp ; and without it there is no Harmony. 
So that the Mathematics may be faid to be an 
Univerfal Science, which connects together all 

# Father Malebranche. 

the 
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the others, and expofes them in their fined re- 
lations one to another. 

The eyes of a Mathematician are generally 
certain and fure ; they analyfe and decompose 
with juftnefs. Whereas a man deprived of all 
knowledge of the Mathematics, fees things 
in a Vague and almoft ever in an uncertain 
manner. 

Strive therefore to acquire this fcience, fo 
worthy of our curiofity, and fo neceffary in 
itfelf ; but fo as not to be too much taken 
up with it. — We mutt: always endeavour to 
be matters of ourfelves, to whatever kind of 
ftudy we apply. 

Had I your time and your youth, I would 
acquire a more extenfive knowledge of Geo- 
metry. I have all along had a predilection 
for that fcienCe. My turn of mind makes me 
feek with avidity whatever is methodical, and 
I fet little value on thofe works, wherein no- 
thing but Imagination is found. 

We have three principal Sciences, which I 
compare to the three efiential parts of our 
frame : Theology, which, for its fpiritual na- 
ture, is like our foul; the Mathematics, which 
for their combination and juftnefs, exprefs our 
reafon ; and Natural Philofophy, which for its 
mechanical operations, reprefents our bodies: 
and thefe three Sciences, which ought to be in 
perfect harmony, when each keeps within its 
own fphere, neceffarily elevate us towards their 
Author* the fource and plenitude of all light. 

I for- 
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I formerly, while at Afcolt, fet about a work, 
the defign of which was to Ihew the perfect a- 
greement which fubiifts between all the fci- 
ences. I pointed out their fource, their end, and 
the relation they had one to another: but the 
exercifes of the Cloifter, and the Leffons I was 
obliged to give, hindered me from finifhing it. 
I have fome pieces of it, which I will look out 
from among my papers; and, if they will a- 
mufe you, you may read them. There are 
fome ideas in it, and fome fight of things: but 
it is only a rough iketch or draught of a work, 
which you muft fill up, while you read, as 
you are capable of doing it. 

Philofophy, without Geometry, is like Me- 
dicine without Chemiftry. The greateft part 
of our modern Philofophers are guilty ef falfe 
reafoning, merely becaufe they are no Geome- 
tricians. They take fophifms for truth, and if 
they lay down any true principles, the confe- 
quences they draw from them are falfe. Study 
alone does not make a man learned ; nor does 
the knowledge of the fciences make him a 
Philofopher. But we live in an age,' when 
people are impofed on by founding words ; and 
a man thinks himfelf a genius, when he ftrikes 
out any thing new or Angular. Truft not 
thofe writers, who are more taken up with 
ftyle than matter, and who venture any thing 
for the pleafure of furprifing. 

I will fend you, the very firft opportunity, 
a treatife on Trigonometry ; and, if neceflary, 

I will 
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I will prove Geometrically, that is, to a demon- 
ftration, that l am ever your beft friend. 

Rome, June 22, 1753. 


LETTER LX. 

To a Religious of the Conventual Friars-Minors. 

Y OU are in the wrong, Rev. Father, to ima- 
gine that I take no concern in our Gene- 
ral Chapters. I am fenfibly interefted in them; 
not indeed like one ambitious of promotion, 
but like a friend of our Order, who eameftly 
wifhes that learning and piety may enjoy the 
firft places in it. A Superior, who is barely a 
man of learning, may do a deal of harm ; and 
he, who has nothing but devotion, may do 
ftill more. “ W here there is no learning, no- 
thing can be done this is a judicious re- 
flection of St. Therefa. Befides learning and 
piety, a Superior ftands in need of wifdoip 
and difcretion ; for the difference between 
teaching and governing is very great. It has 
even been obferved, that no Writers whatfo- 
ever, even thofe who give the fineft leffons to 
Monarchs, are fit for adminiftration. Good 
fenfe has often been of more ufe than great 
parts, or even genius, towards governing men 
with prudence. A man of too great parts has 
too many ideas, and he is ever changing. 

I exert all poflible zeal, to get thofe chofen 
fuperiors, who are the fitteft for government, 
but without any view to myfelf, and without 

intrigue. 
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intrigue. I choofe no other Empire than my 
Cell ; and fcarce can I there keep my imagina- 
tion and thoughts in order. Man is fo often 
toffed about by his own defires, that he does 
not always do what he would, though he be 
at liberty to aft, or not to aft. 

I fhall propofe at the next meeting what you 
defire; and I prefume it will be agreed to, as 
far as one can anfwer for a multitude of opi- 
nions, and different difpofitions. Truth ought 
naturally to drag all men along with it; but it 
fliews itfelf in fo many different afpefts, that 
every one forms his judgment from the light 
in which he fees it. — The view varies accord- 
ing to our ideas and our intereft. 

Be convinced that I am, as heretofore, ever 
ready to oblige you, ever your fervant and 
good Friend. 


LETTER LXI. 

To Cardinal Spinelli. 

Most Eminent, 

T HE book will be approved of, as it de- 
ferves. Whatever certain Fanatics may al- 
ledge againft it, it contains nothing, but what 
is very orthodox, and very prafticable. If a 
Pharifaical fpirit is fuffered to go on, we fhall 
have nothing in the Church, but trifling prac- 
tices of Devotion ; and Religion, which in itfelf 
is fo beautiful and fublime, will become a cir- 
cle of fuperftitions. 

People 
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People are generally not much captivated 
with what tends to the reformation of the 
heart; they take a pleafure in growing old, 
without rooting up their bad habits, rely- 
ing on fome prayers, which they patter over 
in a hurry, and think fufficient to carry them 
to heaven, 

It is ndt furprifing that the world fliould fe- 
duce us: but it is inconceivable how men, 
who value themfelves on oppofing its maxims, 
do not guard fouls againft this feduftion. 
There are Pharifees in every age, and will be 
to the end of the world. They build up white 
fepulchers, inftead of erecting temples to the 
Eternal; and lull the Faithful afleep, by amu- 
fing them with practices, which neither in- 
fluence the underftanding or heart. 

It were to be wilhed that every one had 
your Eminence’s eye. What abufes would be 
reformed! What falfe practices fupprelTed ! 
When a Pallor nourifhes his mind with no- 
thing but the facred fcripture, the Councils and 
Fathers, there is no fear of his Diocefe falling 
into fuperititious practices. Muratori faid that 
“ trifling devotions were like balls for taking 
out fpots in cloaths, which remove the fpots 
only in appearance, to make them larger.” 

Though overpowered with labour, I will 
give your Lordfliip a proof, by undertaking 
what you have impofed on me, that I never 
will decline the happinefs of convincing you 
of that fincere refpect, with which I am, &c. 

Rome , July 3, 1752. 

X L E T- 


Digitized by 


Google 




154 


LETTERS of Let.lxii. 

LETTER LXn. 

To the Abb£ Lami. 

I KNOW not where I am in the midft 
of the diforder that reigns in my cell 
and in my head. Every thing is in confufion : 
I.muft write to an Author as methodical as 
you are, to clear up fuch a Chaos. 

Your laft letter on Poetry would have been 
a mafter-piece in my eyes, had you but charac- 
terized the Poetic genius of each nation. The 
Italians are not Poets after the manner of the 
Englijh ; nor the Germans after the manner of 
the French. In the firft principles they refemble 
each other ; but they differ in warmth and 
enthufiafm. The German Poetry is a fire that 
gives light ; the French a fire that crackles j 
the Italian a fire that burns ; the Englijh a fire 
that blackens. 

In our poetical pieces we heap too many 
images one upon another; we ought to ufe 
them more fparingly, if we would have them 
excite a livelier fenfation. Nothing awakes 
a reader better than furprifing him ; but this 
cannot be done, when the things capable of 
producing that effect, are too much multiplied. 

Happy that temperate genius, which equally 
in Poetry, as in Profe, manages with delicacy 
the Epifodes and fituations ! I foon grow tired 
of a garden, where I find nothing but cafcades 
and groves ; whereas one enchants me, whefi 
I find in it only here and there verdant alcoves, 
and pieces of water-works. Violets gain in- 
finitely 
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finitely by being only half feen through a thick 
foliage. A flower that conceals itfelf from 
fight, excites the greater curiolity. 

Beauties are only relative. If every thing 
was equally grand, the eyes would foon tire 
with admiring. Nature, which ought to be 
the model of every writer, varies its landfcapes 
in fuch a manner, that they never fatigue the 
fight. The fineft meadows are found in the 
neighbourhood of the moft Ample Valley, and 
often a delightful river runs at the foot of 
a lonefome hilL 

Repeat thefe leflons, my dear Abbe, in or- 
der, if poflible, to correct our Poets of that 
effufion of beauties, which are no more than 
fo much gold heaped up without order or tafte. 
Your fheets are as much efteemed, as your ge- 
nius is admired ; and when a Journalift has 
acquired that double glory, he may talk like a 
matter, well allured that attention will be paid 
to what he fays. 

When I was a young fcholar, I loft one of 
my companions, to whom a fympathy of na- 
ture had intimately united me. Alas! After 
many a folitary walk together, many a reflec- 
tion on things we did not then underftand, but 
which we were delirous of underftanding — he 
died : and I thought nothing could better mi- 
tigate my grief, than to addrefs to him fome 
verfes ; being convinced, even at that age, that 
we only changed life, when we feemed to die. 

I praifed, above all, his candour and his 
piety j for he was really an example of every 
X 2 virtue. 
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virtue. But this elogium, as I was then made 
fenfible, was faulty on account of the paintings, 
with which it was overcharged. I introduced 
into it all the beauties of the country, and did 
not allow my readers time to breathe. — It was 
a tree choaked with too much wood, and a lux- 
uriancy of leaves, fo that no fruit was feen on it. 

From that moment, I never again attempted 
verfe. I contented myfelf with reading the 
Poets, and I endeavoured to find out their 
faults and their beauties. What vexed me 
was, that my work, being full of imperfections, 
would -never be handed down to pofterity, and 
that my Friend, on every confideration, de- 
fended the honour of immortality. 

Never will he be blotted out of my heart J 
and thus it is friends have a refource in fenti- 
ment, when their mental abilities arc not ca- 
pable of making a return of friendfhip — This is 
my cafe with regard to you. AbftraCl from 
my thoughts, and think only on the attach- 
ment I have vowed to you ; and you will find, 
that, if I am not a good fpeaker, I am af leaft 


a true friend, and a good fervant. — Make a 


trial of me. 


Rome, Dec. io, 1755. 


LETTER LXIII. 

To Baron Kronech, a German Gentleman. 

I Know not which to admire molt in you, Mr. 

Baron, your understanding or your plea- 
ling manner. Nothing can prove better than 

your 
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ycrnr example, how much the Germans are 
pofleffed of the qualities requifite for friendfhip. 
All of them, with whom I have been acquaint- 
ed, had the belt of fouls. 

If you continue to employ yourfelf in what 
is ufeful, you will be an honour to your na- 
tion, and to all who know you. I felicitate 
myfelf, that mere chance procured me the 
pleafure of your agreeable converfation. I 
have all along been a gainer by being commu- 
nicative, having thereby met either with per- 
fons, who merited the warmeft attachment; 
or unhappy beings, who Hood in need of helps 
and counfel. 

There is fomething fo fweet in obliging, 
that a perfon cannot go too far to meet thofe 
in his way, when led on by this motive. I 
wilh this letter might have no end, for the 
pleafure I take in talking to you ; but I mult 
recollect what I owe to my choir-duties, my 
ordinary labours, and the fear of tiring you. 
Accept therefore without Ceremony the vows 
I make for the fight of you here again, that I 
may once more tell you how much I have the 
honour to be, &c. 


LETTER LXIV. 

Ttf M. r»E la Bruyere, the Chargt des Affaires 
of France , at thi Court of Rome. 

Si r, 

I Went to your houfe with a defign of Heal- 
ing at leaft an hour of your time, to turn 
it to my own profit; but there was no getting 

into 
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into that valuable cabinet* from whence you 
correfpond with that of Versailles, in a man- 
ner fo much to your own honour, and to the 
advantage of your amiable nation. I came 
quickly away (I who am no farther a Poli- 
tician, than not to be one) and on my return 
home, 1 faid to myfelf, I muft never be feen 
at your houfe again, till I am fent for. 

Did I know, however, the hour you def- 
tine to your favourite Ladies, the Belles Let -• 
tres , I would ftrive to get to the fpeech of 
you. Something would come from your ex- 
cellent memory, and your lively imagination, 
which would embellifli mine ; and then my 
company would be worth fomething. 

I always regret having heard only half of 
that certain Manufcript read, where Rome, 
reprefented fuch as fhe is, gives full fatisfac* 
tion to curiofity. Flowers and fruits are there 
blended together, and form the prettieft balket 
that can be prefented to perfons of tafte. My 
foul is eager to hear the reft: and I think’ 
you are too polite not to gratify it. 

You could not choofe a happier Epocha to 
paint Rome to advantage, than the reign of 
Benedict XIV. He feems to give new life to 
this city in the eyes of Foreigners, and the 
fciences aflume a new luftre to make their 
court to him. So true it is, that nothing is 
wanting but a Monarch to give life and mo- 
tion even to things inanimate. 

If by chance you Ihould have an hour with 
which you do not know what to do, fend for 

Ganga - 
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Ganganelli ; and he will give proof that neither 
ftudy, bufinefs, nor vifit, can detain him, 
when proof is to be given of the zeal with 
which I have the honour to be, &c. 


LETTER LXV. 

To . the fame. 

Sir, 

Y OU are really too generous in granting 
me three hours of your time, and leaving 
them to my choice. To-morrow, lince you 
give me leave, I 'will come and enjoy the bene- 
fit of your courtefy. It is to no purpofe for me 
to tell my intellect to drefs in gala , and fet 
itfelf off in an elegant tafte ; I am fure it will 
be able to do nothing, but admire you. Its ti- 
midity, joined to its fmall acquifitio'n, will hin- 
der it from exhibiting any brilliancy. ExpeCt, 
therefore, to be at the whole expence of our 
entertainment — You alone will be vexed at that, 
for your modefty is equal to your learning. 

Notwithftanding the pleafure I take in fee- 
ing you, I thould ftill take more, had you yet 
with you the Duke de Nivernois, whofe heart 
and understanding every one extols. He is a 
Nobleman who is learned only with the learn- 
ed, and whofe knowledge, as I may fay, is 
interlaced with rofes and jefiamies. 

I will let you fee a production of one of our 
young Religious, which will convince you, 
that not only erudition, but even tafte may 

be 
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be found in Cloifters. When talents are exer- 
cifed, as well as encouraged, we fee plants, 
which had been looked upon as barren, pro-* 
duce the fineft fruit. 

I have the honour to be, & c. 

Rome, May 3, 1753, 


LETTER LX VI. 

To Cardinal Querxni, Rijbop of Brefcia . 
Most Eminent, 

Y OUR Eminence does me too much ho- 
nour, and has too great an opinion of 
my weak abilities, when you difdain not to 
confult me on the method of ftudying and 
teaching Theology. 

There was formerly only one way of exhi- 
biting this fublime fcience, which, fpringing 
from God himfelf, as from its fource, 
fpreads itfelf through the whole Church, like 
a moft majeftic and overflowing river $ and 
this is called Pofitive Divinity. 

The Profeffors contented themfelves (out of 
refpect, no doubt, for the facred doctrine of 
Scripture, Councils and Fathers) with Amply 
laying before the eyes of the Students the Mo- 
rality and Dogmas of the Gofpel. Thus were 
the Commandments of God formerly laid open 
before the eyes of the Jews, without any com- 
mentaries, and they fixed them in their me- 
mory, and in their heart, as what concerned 
them moft, and was to conftitute their hap- 
pinefs. The 
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The Church, in every age agitated by 
ftorms, (though feated on the holy mount, 
whofe foundations are eternal ) faw from time 
to time rife out of her bofom rebellious chil- 
dren, who learned the art of Sophiftry ; and it 
was their artificial language that obliged the 
defenders of the faith to make ufe of the fyllo- 
gyftic form. 

Every body knows the Epocha, when cer- 
tain Doctors briftled themfelves up with Enthy- 
mems and Syl/ogifms, to drive, even from their 
very laft entrenchments, the Heretics, who 
fquabbled about the meaning of every text of 
fcripture, and about every word in it. Thomas, 
the Angel of the fchool , Scotu s the fubtle Doctor , 
thought themfelves obliged to follow the fame 
form ; and infenfibly their method, fupported 
by their brilliant reputation, prevailed in the 
Univerlities. 

As all things commonly degenerate, it was 
impoffible to bring pojitive Divinity into ufe a- 
gain ; and the manner of teaching in the 
fchools, which got the name of the fcholajlic 
method, ran entirely upon diftin&ions and 
words. By endeavouring to render every thing 
clear, every thing became obfcure ; and very 
often no anfwer was given to any thing, by 
endeavouring to anfwer every thing. 

• Befides that this Ergetifm appertained only to 
Philofophy, it had the appearance of rendering 
problematical the moft certain truths ; and this 
was the more vexatious, as the queftions agi- 
tated were in themfelves ridiculous ; and they 
Y fplit 
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fplit hairs even about the myfteries of Religion, 
whofe fublime depth ought to ftop every man 
that thinks. 

Since the fcholajlic method however has the 
advantage of helping the memory, by giving 
a form to the arguments ; fince moreover the 
abufes with which it is reproached, never ob- 
fcure the facred truths, whofe reign is as laft- 
ing, as that of God himfelf, it has been thought 
proper to retain it. 

I have therefore, my Lord, always thought, 
that the fcholajlic Method, modified in the man- 
ner it is taught in the fapienza at Rome, and 
in the firft fchools of the Chriftian world, might 
ftill fubfift without enervating Morality, or al- 
tering the Dogmas, provided the Profeffors 
were perfectly men of learning, fo as not to 
take mere opinions for points of Faith. 

Nothing is more dangerous than to give a 
thing as a matter of Faith, which is merely a 
matter of opinion, and to confound a pious be- 
lief with what is revealed. A true Theologian 
never ufes any diftinctions, but fuch as are 
folid and real ; and draws his confequences only 
from fuch principles as are clear and precife. 

A truth is no way better proved, than by the 
common doctrine of all the Churches ; a point 
to which our modern Theologians do not pay 
fufficient attention. The Dogma of the Eu- 
charift never appeared more folidly eftablilhed, 
than when a perfect conformity of doftrine, 
with regard to that point, was {hewn between 
the Roman-Catholics and the Greek Schifmatics. 

Theology, 
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Theology, therefore, in order to be folid 
and luminous, that is to fay, to preferve its 
molt effential attributes, Hands only in need 
of a clear and Ample expofition of all the Arti- 
cles of Faith ; and then it appears fupported 
with all its proofs and authorities. 

If a perfon, for inftance, would eftablifti the 
truth of the Myftery of the Incarnation, he 
mull prove, that as God can only aft for him- 
felf, he muft have had in view, at the creation 
of the world, the Eternal Word, by whom 
the Univerfe and ages were made; and that, 
** when he formed Adam, as Tertullian exprefies 
it, he already traced the lineaments of Jesus 
Christ.” This agrees with the doftrine of 
St. Paul, who teaches in the moll exprefs man- 
ner, that every thing exifts in that divine Me- 
diator, and fubfifts through him alone. ~4ll 
things were created by him , and in him .... and 
things fubfijl by him.* 

He next proves from the figures and the 
prophecies (which he fhews to be authentic) 
that the Incarnation is their objeft, and that 
there is nothing in the {acred books, but what 
direftly or indireftly refers thereto. He then 
fhews the time when, and the place where, 
this ineffable myftery was accomplilhed, by 
examining the character of the figns which 
accompanied it, of the witneffes who at- 
tefted it, of the prodigies which followed it ; 
and unfolds whatever Tradition has handed 
down on that fubject. 

# Omnia per ipfum & in ipfo creata font .. . . & omnia ia 
ipfo conftant. Col. i. 16, 17. 

y 2 it 
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It is then he ihews the authority of the Fa- 
thers of the Church, the force of their reafon- 
ing, the fublimity of their comparifons ; and 
he makes ufe of the Scholajlic method to dif- 
entangle the fophifms of the Herefiarchs, in 
order to fight them with their own weapons, 
and to conquer them. 

Thus Pojitive Theology refembles a magni- 
ficent garden, and the Scholajlic a thick-fet 
fence furrounding it, to prevent mifchievous 
animals from getting in to lay it wafte. 

If, when I filled the Divinity-chair, I taught 
Theology exactly after the Scholaftic method, 
the reafon was, that being a brother of Scot us, 
I could not be difpenfed with from teaching 
Scotifm. It would ill become a particular to 
endeavour to change the manner of teaching 
in an Order, of which he is a member: it 
might be attended with fome dangerous con- 
fequence, though no one ought fervilely to 
embrace whimfical opinions. 

. As to you, my Lord, who in quality of 
Bilhop, have an inconteftible right over Doc- 
trine, and can give it what form you pleafe, 
I entreat you to recommend it to your Theo- 
logians, that they make ufe of the Scholajlic 
method with difcretion, for fear of enervating 
Theology. 

1 fhall believe that they correfpond with 
your lights, if I fee them go to drink at the 
fountains, inftead of barely copying manu- 
fcript treatifes on Theology ; and if they con- 
tent themfelves with expounding the doftrine 

of 
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of the Church, without giving themfelves up 
to difputes, or imbibing a party fpirit. 

That fpirit, my Lord, is the more dange- 
rous, as, under its influence, people give us 
their own opinions, inftead of thofe eternal 
truths, which every one ought to refpeCt ; and 
abandon themfelves to altercations, which, 
under pretence of maintaining the caufe of 
God, extinguiih charity. 

Suffer none to deny the Omnipotent Ef- 
ficacy of Grace, in order to maintain Free- 
will; nor under pretence of enhancing that 
ineflimable and perfectly gratuitous gift, al- 
low any one to deftroy our Liberty; or 
through too great a refpeet for the faints, to 
forget what we owe to Jesus Christ. All 
the Theological truths are fo connected to- 
gether, that they make only one; and fome 
of them are covered with a myfterious veil, 
which it is impoflible to remove. 

The great fault of fome Theologians is, that - 
they want to explain every thing, and know 
not when to flop. The Apoftle, for inftance, 
fpeaking of heaven fays : that the eye hath not 
feen , nor ear heard .... what things God hath 
■prepared for them that love him * ; and the Theo- 
logians give us a defcription of heaven, as if 
they had been there. They aflign every one 
of the Elect his rank ; and they are ready to 
cry out Herefy ! fhould a perfon dare to con- 
tradict them. A true Theologian flops where 
he ought to flop ; and when a thing is not re- 
# i. Cor. i, o. 

vealed, 
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vealed, and the Church has not fpoken, he 
never prefumes to decide on it. There will 
ever be an impenetrable cloud between God 
and man, to the moment of Eternity. 

The figures ceafed wfith the old Law to give 
place to the Reality; but Evidence is not to 
be found till after death : fuch is the oeconomy 
of Religion. It were to be wilhed, my Lord, 
that when we fpeak of God, we always fpoke 
of him with a holy awe, not as of a Being, 
whom we dreaded, but as of a fpirit, whofe 
immenfe perfections excite the greated refpeCl 
and aftonilhment. Thus, inftead of faying : 
** God would be unjuft, or a liar; God would 
not be almighty, if fuch a thing happened 
we ought to accuftom ourfelves never to join 
fuch injurious words with that of God. Let 
us content ourfelves with anfwering like St. 
Paul : Is there injuflice with God ? God forbid.* 

The name of God is fo awful and holy, 
that it is never to be ufed in pieces of wit. 
Is it not enough for man to exercife himfelf 
with the phenomena of nature, to difpute about 
the Elements and their effects, without making 
God himfelf the fubject of their contefts ? 

This it is that has rendered Theology ridi- 
culous in the eyes of Freethinkers, and per- 
haps has taught them to introduce the name of 
God in all their objections and farcafms : For 
how can Theology, which is nothing elfe but 
an expofition of the Providence, the Wifdom, 
in a word, of all the attributes of the Infinite 

* Rom. ix. 14. 

Being, 
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Being, the Almighty Being, the Being by ex- 
cellence, appear a futile fcience, were it exhi- 
bited with dignity? Will the knowledge of a 
grain of fand, the fport of the wind, of an 
infett, which man cruflies under his foot, laftly 
of an earth, which itfelf muft be deftroyed, 
be fuperior to the knowledge of God himfelf ? 
Of that God, in whom we are , move and live , 
before whom the Ocean is only a drop of wa- 
ter, the Mountains a point, the Univerfe an 
atom! 

A Theologian muft begin his courfe with 
that immenfe and fupreme Being. After hav- 
ing demonftrated his Exiftence abfolutely ne- 
ceffary, and neceffarily Eternal ; after having 
fought out, even in his bofom, the creation of 
fpirits j after having proved that every thing 
emanates from him as from its firft Principle ; 
that every thing breathes in him, as in its 
Centre, that every thing returns to him, as to 
its End, he difplays his immenfe Wifdom, his 
infinite Goodnefs, from whence refults Reve- 
lation, and the Worfhip we pay him. 

Then the Law of nature, the written law, 
and the law of grace appear each in their rank, 
according to their refpective merit, and in a 
chronological order. Then he demonftrates how 
God has all along been worfhipped by a fmall 
number of adorers in fpirit and truth ; how the 
Church fuperfeded the Synagogue ; how fhe 
cut off, from age to age, the rebels, who at- 
tempted to corrupt her Morality or Dogmas, 
and how, ever powerful in works and, in words. 
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lhe was affifted by the greateft Doctors, and 
maintained in her purity, in the midft of the 
moft frightful fcandals, and the moft cruel 
divifions. 

It is neceffary that thofe who fhidy Theology 
fhould find real light in what is taught them, 
and not thofe falfe glimmerings, fitter to daz- 
zle than enlighten ; that they be led to the 
pureft fources under the guidance of St, Au- 
gustin and St. Thomas; and that whatever 
favours of novelty be laid afide ; that they be 
mfpired with the evangelical fpirit of toleration, 
even towards thofe, who attack the Faith ; and 
that it be inculcated to them, that the fpirit 
of Jesus Christ is not a fpirit of bitternefs and 
tyranny. 

It is not by ufing invettives againft Heretics, 
or by Ihewing a bitter zeal againft Unbelievers, 
that they are to be brought to the truth ; but 
by Ihewing a fincere defire for their conver- 
fion: by never fpeaking of them, unlefs to 
fliew our fincere love for them, at the very 
time we refute their fophifms. 

It is negeffary that a Profeffor in Theology 
fhould contraft the Theologians of Heathenifin 
with thofe of Chriftianity, fince that would be 
the moft effe&ualway to overthrow Mythology, 
cover with eternal ridicule the fuperftitions of 
the Ancients, and raife on their ruins the doc- 
trine of truth. 

It is ftill more neceffary that he fhould avoid 
being fyftematic. When eternal truths are to 
be taught, we are to hold folely to the Church, 

Scripture 
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Scripture and Tradition, becaufe we are de- 
puted by the body of Paftors, to inftruft in 
their name, and to exercife their authority. 

Would to God this method had always been 
exa&ly followed! The Church would not have 
feen the moft afflicting and obftinate difputes 
arife in its bofom. The Paffions take the place 
of Charity, and the mutual hatred of Doctors 
produces the moil melancholy effects. 

Hence it follows, my Lord, that your Emi- 
nence cannot pay too much attention to the 
nominating of moderate Theologians, left a 
bitter zeal do more harm than good. The 
fpirit of the Gofpel, is a fpirit .of peace; 
and thofe who are to preach it, ought not to 
be men of a turbulent difpofition. 

Might I prefume fo far, my Lord, I would in- 
treat your Eminence to order a body of Theo- 
logy to be drawn up, which might be for ever 
taught in your Diocefe, and which certainly 
would be adopted by feveral Bifliops. The 
liberty of the fchools ought to be allowed to 
continue only relatively to Queftions that are 
of themfelves indifferent ; for there is only 
one Baptifm and one Faith. 

The end of Theology was not to exercife 
the wit of young people, but to enlighten the v 
mind, and elevate it to him, who is the pleni- 
tude and fource of all light. 

It is proper to provide the fcholars with 
Hie beft books relating to the Treafife gi- 
ven them. The moft excellent manner of 
fludying Religion, is to be perfectly acquainted 

Z with 
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with the facred Writers, the Councils and Fa- 
thers — It is in their fchool we learn not to go 
aftray ; there we learn to fpeak of Chriftianity 
in a manner worthy of it. 

I have nothing more to fay, my Lord, but 
that a Profeffor in Theology ought to be a 
man of equal piety and learning. Eternal 
truths (as for as pollibly it can be done) 
ought to pafs only through lips perfectly holy. 
From thence refults a bleffing of heaven on 
the Matter and the Scholars ; and an odour of 
life for a whole Diocefe. Italy has all along 
been happy in having Theologians, whofe piety 
correfponds with the purity of her Theology. 

Excufe, my Lord, my temerity, which would 
be unpardonable, had not your Eminence or- 
dered me to give you my opinion. I fubmit it 
entirely to your Eminence’s lights, having the 
honour to be with the moft perfect obedience, 
and moft profound refped, & c. 

Rome , May 31, 1753. 


.LETTER LXVn. 

To the Count de Bielk, a Senator of Rome. 

m 

Excellence, 

I Will wait on your Uluftrious Lordfhip as 
foon as poflible, in order to examine the 
Manufcript your Excellency condefcended to 
mention to me. A Religious man is no where 
more at his eafe than at your Excellence’s pa- 
lace. He finds there a moft delightful folitude, 

choice 
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choice of books, and your amiable converfatiort. 
Nothing in the commerce of life is more agree- 
able than that Philofophic liberty, which, free 
from fervitude, raifed above grandeurs, acting 
without conftraint, is independent of every 
thing, but duty. ; ./;>3 

Neverthelefs you tell me' thait-' you are not 
happy. What then can you Wifh for to be fo? 
Thofe haughty Romans, who inhabited the 
Capitol, where you refide, with all their fame 
and Philofophy, enjoyed not your tranquillity: 
they lived in the midft of ftorms, and you are 
in the. centre of peace : they were always en- 
gaged in war, and Rome is now that city of 
which the Prophet fpeaks, and whofe confines 
are the borders of peace *. 

A man cannot be happy either in the midft of 
riches or noife, but only in the company of a 
few books, and of fome friends. If we fufter 
ourfelves to be governed by humour, we are 
loft. — It is the greateft enemy we have. 

Your Excellence has fo many refources in 
your own mind, that you ought not even to 
know what it is to be uneafy. For my part, 
all I know of it is only from the Di&ionaries 
that explain the word, and truly, did it attempt 
to get into my cell, I would foon find a re- 
medy: I would immediately come and improve 
by your knowledge, and often repeat the fen- 
timents of refpect and attachment, with which 

lam, &c. Convent of the Apoflles.. 

* Qui pofoit fines tuos paceoi. Pf. 147. Vuig. 
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LETTER LXVIII. 

To Count ***. 

W ELL, my dear Friend, what are we do- 
ing ? It is a long time fince I have feet* 
you : I do not defer ve that privation. You know 
that I readily quit my pen, my work, and my 
books, when you pay me a vifit. 

Thofe who come to fee us, neither ftand in 
need of our ftudies, nor do they want to know 
our concerns : but that is what a great many 
ftudious people do not confider. When a per- 
fon comes to fee them, they are either taken 
up with themfelves alone, or their own con- 
cerns, without reflecting, that they owe them- 
felves entirely to their vifiters. 

I always made it my rule to receive kindly 
whoever honours me with a vifit, though out 
of feafon: it is enough that he is my neigh- 
bour. Judge from hence whether or not you 
will meet with a kind reception. 

There are now exactly ten days pafled, fince 
I faw the little Abbe. I fear ; but I dare not 
tell you that — The art of holding one’s tongue 
is a great virtue. Happy he who fays no- 
thing but what he ought to fay! Accuftom 
yourfelf to fecrecy without affecting too much 
referve : a myfterious man is intolerable in 
company: and a fmall fhare of fagacity makes 
it an eafy matter to divine the thoughts of 
one, who affumes the appearance of a per- 
fon who fays nothing. 

I am 
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I am not clofe; I however truflr no one 
either with my correfpondence or connexions. 
Never make ufe of cunning ; it is a had re- 
fource, and is moreover incompatible with 
probity, and is foon difcovered. 

I have heard the young lady fpoken of, 
who is deftined for you ; and from the picture 
given me of her, I think £he will make you 
happy : for I am told that fhe is neither a 
Devotee, a prude, nor a whim. I will tell 
you more when we meet ; but let it be foon, 
to-morrow, to-day, juft now. I am without 
any referve, your fervant and beft friend, &c. 


LETTER LXIX. 

To the Rev. Father Concina, a Dominican 

Friar. 

I T is furprifing, Rev, Father, no doubt, that 
in fo enlightened an age as ours, there 
lhould be found Cafuifts capable of teaching 
the abominations you attack. Thofe who 
think your zeal too bitter, know not what 
Religion requires, when its morality or Dog- 
mas are impugned. It is then you are to fay 
to yourfelf: Cry aloud without ceaftng .* 

All forts of errors would infenfibly creep 
into the Church, were no-body to cry out 
againft them : but no fooner does a heterodox 
opinion appear, or is any loofe morality 

* Clama, ne cefles. If. lviii. 1. 

broached. 
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broached, but the facred trumpet is clapped 
to the mouth, and the Pallors, who are al- 
ways on the watch. Hop the evil in its fource. 

Your work gave me fenfible pleafure : I 
found therein that holy vehemence, which 
characterizes the Fathers of the Church. I 
could have wilhed to come and fee you ; but 
your occupations, as well as mine, thwart. the 
inclination I might have to allure you by word 
of mouth of the refpectful confideration, with 
which I have the honour to be, &c. 

Rome, March 7, 1753. 


letter lxx. 

To Cardinal Gentili. 

Most Eminent, 

I Will come to-morrow precifely at the hour 
your Eminence has appointed, like one 
zealous to prove, on every occalion, how much 
your Lordlhip’s orders are refpe&ed by me. I 
cannot poffibly bring with me the writing you 
mention, as it is not finilhed ; but I will en- 
deavour to fupply the want of it by ftretching 
my memory. It fometimes ferves me pretty 
well. I am, my Lord, with the moft profound 

refpeCt, your Eminence’s, &c. 

Rome, March 7, 1752, 
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LETTER LXXI. 

To Monfetgneur Zaruski, Grand Referendary of 
Poland. 

My Lord, 

I Have in vain fought for the book you 
wanted ; it is neither in our Library, nor 
in any other in Rome. A perfon muft be en- 
dowed with your fagacity to find it. What 
work is there which you have not difcovered? 
There is not a book in the world, but owes 
you homage, or one that can efcape your re- 
searches. 

You defign to perpetuate the honour the 
Polish nation has all along acquired, by fig- 
nalizing yourfelf by an uncommon erudition. 
The Copernicuses for natural Philofophy, 
the Hosiuses for Theology, the Faluskis 
for Hiftory, the Zamoiskis for the Belles Let- 
tres , the Fathers of the Pious, or Charity- 
Schools for Erudition, the Sobieskis for the 
Art Military, will never be forgotten. 

The Library which you have juft opened 
for the benefit of the public, in concert with 
your illuftrious Brother the Biftiop of Cracov'ta , 
is filled with Polish Writers, the moft diftin- 
guilhed in every branch. It would be a pity, 
that fo famous a Republic fhould not keep up 
a love for the fciences among its fubjeets, and 
that the natpral genius of your worthy coun- 
trymen fhould remain without culture. 

The wars, of which Poland has fo often 
been the dreadful Theatre, have made many 

an 
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an Author mifcarry. They would have writ- 
ten with indelible ink the productions of their 
genius; but they wrote, in their own blood, 
the characters of their valour. 

Circumftances almoft conftantly determine 
the lot of men : one ftifiles his aptitude tor 
the Sciences, by becoming a foldier ; another 
becomes eminent for his erudition, by leading 
a private life: and Providence orders all for 
the belt: It reacbeth from end to end mightily, 
and ordereth all things fweetty *. 

I could wilh, my Lord, that your love for 
the fciences and for books, infpired you with 
a defire of once more feeing Rome. You 
formerly came thither to learn; you will now 
come to give us leffons, and receive the re- 
fpeCts of every body, but particularly of him, 
who is your very humble, &c. 

Rome, July 9, 1755. 

* Pertingit a fine ufque ad finem fortiter, fuaviterque dif- 
ponit omnia. Wifd. viii. i. 


LETTER LXXII. 

5 To a Friend of his , a Religious man , nominated 
to a Bifhoprick. • 

A FTER having been an humble difciple of 
St. Francis, behold you now in the rank 
of Apoftles! It is fufficient to tell you, my 
dear Friend, that you are to be elevated for 
no other purpofe, but to become in reality the 

fervant 
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fervant of all, and that you are to have no 
lplendor, but that of virtue. 

In the eyes of Faith there is no dignity on 
earth fo much to be dreaded as the office of a 
Biffiop. He is to watch night and day over, 
the flock of Jesus Christ, and to bear in 
mind that he is accountable before his tribu- 
nal for every ffieep that goes aftray. He muft 
reproduce himfelf, that he may never tire ; 
he muft multiply himfelf, that he may be 
every where; he muft live retired, that he. 
may ftudy and pray. 

There are two things fo effentially required 
of Bifhops, that they cannot be worthy of 
their dignity, if they, pofiefs them not in an 
eminent degree ; Purity , which ought to make 
them like the Angels themfelves (for which, 
reafon they are called by that name in the 
facred fcripture, as appears from the fii-ft chap- 
ter of Revelation) and Knowledge , which in 
the Gofpel has merited for them the honour 
of being called the Light of the world. In qua- 
lity of men without reproach , they ought not 
to lie even under any fufpicion with regard 
to their morals, and conduct ; and they are 
moreover obliged to preferve others from cor- 
ruption: and for this reafon are they called, 
the fait of the earth*. In quality of men of 
learning, they ought to be the eye of the 
blind,' the foot of the lame, the light of the. 
world. It is not enough for a Biihop that he 
be a man of virtue, and that he confults men 
* Matt . v. 13. • 

Aa «f 
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of learning to know what he is to do ; he 
muft of himfelf difcern good from evil, truth 
from error; for he is the Judge of doctrine 
and manners: and if he has not the talent 
of judging, he will not have that of govern- 
ing, but will fuffer himfelf to be impofed on. 

My comfort is, that you have had a folid 
education, and will fee every thing with your 
own eyes : This is abfolutely neceffary not to 
become the dupe either of hypocrites or in- 
formers. 

I make no doubt, but that you have al- 
rcady ferioufly meditated on the Epiftle of St. 
Paul to Timothy, and that of St. Peter to all 
the Faithful. By the fifft you will have feen, 
that a Bifhop ought to be irreprehenfible , fiber , 
ebafie , pacific , not to live like thofe Chriftians, 
whofe hillory is precifely that of the wicked 
rich man, in as much as they are dreffed in 
purple and fine linen , and feed every day dain- 
tily, and fuffer Lazarus to expire at their gate. 

■ By the fecond you will have learned not tQ 
domineer over any Church-man intrufted to 
..your care; for the fpirit of Jesus Christ 
is not a fpirit of domineering, but a fpirit of 
meeknefs and humility ; fo that a Bifhop 
Ought to confider the Parochial Clergy as his 
equals in the order of Chriftian charity, though 
they be not fo in that of the Hierarchy— -His 
houfe ought to be their Inn. 

Do not eafily excufe yourfelf from announ- 
cing the word of God, bearing in mind that 
St. Paul fays, he was not fent to baptize, but 

> to 


Digitized by v^ooQle 


Let. lxxii. P. CLEMENT XIV. 179 

to preach. Manage fo, that there be none 
of the Sacraments, which you adminifter not 
from time to time, to ihew your Diocefans 
that you are at their fervice in ficknels, as 
well as in health ; at their birth, as well as at 
their death. 

Above all, be exact in vifiting the domain 
in trailed to your care, and let not your Vifi- 
tations be llorms that excite fear and dread, 
but benign dews that diffufe joy and fecundity. 

If you find by chance a fellow-labourer who 
has finned, fpread over him the cloak of cha- 
rity, to bring him back to his duty by mild- 
nefs, and to hide the fcandal, as far as polfi- 
ble. If what he has been guilty of amount to 
a crime, privately engage him to quit his 
place ; but before he does that, allure him of 
a fupport and maintenance. 

I will not tell you to have a paternal tendcr- 
nefs for the Religious ; it would be an affront. 
You are indebted to them for all you are, and 
it was at their fchool that you, as well as I, 
learned whatever we know. Vifit them often 
in a cordial manner ; it is the way to excite 
among them a laudable emulation, and to 
make them refpecled. To honour men, whofe 
lives are a perpetual labour, is doing honour 
to one’s felf. — A General, who Ihould defpife 
his Officers, would render himfelf worthy of 
the greateft contempt. 

Suffer not the piety of the faithful to be fed 
with falfe legends, or amufed with trifling de- 
votions. Watch that they be taught to have 
A a 2 con- 
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continually recourfe to Jesus Christ, as to 
the foie and only Mediator, and to honour 
the Saints only with a reference to him. You 
are intrufted with teaching, and you ought to 
know what is taught. 

Be nice in laying on hands, the more fo, as 
Italy abounds with Supernumerary Priefts, 
who, dragging with them ignorance and po- 
verty, even to foreign nations, debafe the 
dignity of the Priefthood, and difgrace their 
countiy. 

Bellow no benefices but on known merit; 
and efpecially with regard to fuch as have the 
care of fouls annexed to them : let them never 
be given to any who unite not knowledge 
with piety : and remember, that he who has 
laboured long, ought to have the preference 
to one who has been lately ordained. 

Choofe none for your alfociates in the go- 
vernment of your Diocefe, but men who have 
grown grey ip the miniitry, and who com- 
mand refpecl, as much by their age, as by 
their virtues. A Bifliop who keeps company 
and advifes only with young men is defpifed, 
feeing they may every inllant engage him in 
quarrels. The Pope has no more than one 
Vicar-General, and confequently one will be 
enough for you. 

Let my Lord, be the leaft of your titles ; and 
let thofe of Father and Servant be much dearer 
to you ; for the figure of this world pafles 
$way, and all grandeurs with it. 

. Laftly, 
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Laftly, in the midft of riches and honours, 
keep no more than what is neceffary to fupply 
your real wants, and gain refpect ; bearing in 
mind that St Paul reduced his body to lervi- 
tude, and that every Chriftian ought to mor- 
tify himfelf. 

Above all things refide, and again refide. 
A Paftor, who withdraws from his flock with- 
out a reafon, has no right to eat. . 

‘ Thefe are dreadful truths ; but as we have 
po power to change them, we mult either fub- 
mit to them, or abdicate. 

Let the Poor be your friends, your brethren, 
and even your guefts at table. You cannot 
give too much. Alms are one of the moft ef- 
fential obligations of a Bifhop ; and thefe are 
to be bellowed in prifons, in private houfes, in 
the public llreets, and, in fhort, every where, 
in order to copy after our divine Saviour, who 
ceafed not doing good all the days of his mor- 
tal life. But above all, give with cheerfulnefs : 
God loves a cheerful giver * ; and give fo, as 
even to reduce yourfelf to want. 

I have mentioned to you nothing concern- 
ing your domeftic occupations, as I am con- 
vinced you will divide your time between 
prayer, ftudy, and the government of your 
Diocefe. No one tires with reading the < Scrip- 
ture, and Fathers , who knows their value, and 
lives not in dilfipation ; and who is fenlible that 
the office of Bilhop is a dreadful burden, and 
pot a fecular dignity. 

* Hilarem datorem diligit Deus. % Cor. ix. 17. 

Give 
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Give audience to every body; make your- 
felf popular, after the example of our divine 
Matter, who fuffered the leaft children to come 
near him, and fpoke to them with the greateft 
kindnefs. Frequently vifit thofe of your Dio- 
cefans, who have fuffered any misfortune j 
aflift and comfort them. 

It is an odious thing in a Bilhop to be ac- 
quainted only with the rich and moft diftin- 
guilhed people of his Diocefe. The poor and 
inferior fort grumble, and not without reafon ; 
for very often, in the fight of God, 'they are- 
men of the greateft worth. 

If any difpute arife among the inhabitants 
of your Epifcopal city, become immediately a 
Mediator. A Bilhop ought not to engage in 
any law-fuits himfelf ; and thofe of others, he 
ought to labour to eompromife. 

Examine in perfon the Ecclefiaftics, who 
prefent themfelves for Orders, and take care 
that no childilh queftions, or fuch as are 
foreign to what they are obliged to know, be 
put to them. Watch that your Confeffors ob- 
serve the rules laid down by St Charles, in 
the tribunal of Penance. 

From a pretence of bufinefs contra# not a 
habit of feldom going to your Cathedral. The 
public is not fatisfied with thefe excufes ; they 
want to be edified ; and who will pray, if a 
Bilhop does not ? 

After a life fo well fpent, you will find 
yourfelf furrounded, at the hour of your death, 
with a multitude of good works. You know 

that 
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that thefe follow us to Eternity; whereas 
pride, grandeur, and titles, will be loft in the 
darknefs of the grave, and leave nothing in 
the foul, but a frightful void. Often read 
what is laid to the Biihops pointed at in the 
Revelation, and tremble. 

I think 1 have in this letter gone through all 
the duties of the Epifcopate ; it is your’s to 
practife them. You will have, moft alfuredly, 
faid to yourfelf, whatever I have juft now been 
recalling to your mind ; but you forced me to 
give you thefe counfels. They arife, I folemnly 
proteft, from the warmeft friendftiip, and the 
fincere defire I have to fee you labour effe< 5 tu- 
ally for your own fanctification, while you la- 
bour for that of others. You are doubly obli- 
ged fo to do, both as a Religious and a Bifliop. 

I will wait till you are confecrated, before I 
write to you with more ceremony. Adieu. I 
embrace you with my whole heart. 

Convent of the Apoftles, May 30, 1755. 


LETTER LXXIII. 

To the Abbb Lam 1. 

I AM charmed with your laft ftieeb Your 
Criticiftn is juft and rational ; and it is thus 
that cenfures ought to be palled without im- 
patience, without humour, without partiality, 
according to the rules of juftice and good 
tafte. Riling talents have often been difcou- 
raged, by too fevere a judgment being palled 

on 
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on them. I know not any one work, ancient 
or modern, in which faults have not been 
found, when people were difpofed to criticize 
, every thing. Authors ftand in need of the 
indulgence of the JoumalLfts, and the Jouma- 
lifts themfelves of that of the Public ; becaule 
there is nothing perfect in an abfolute degree. 

I am obliged to you for the account you 
give us from time to time of the French pub- 
lications. Thofe of the laft age were more 
nervous; thofe of the prefent more pleafing. 
It is much the fafhion for the beautiful to give 
place to the pretty: it is a diminutive derived 
from a fubftantive. The elogium you make of 
Cardinal des Lances, is juftly due to him. He 
edifies the whole Church by the fplendor of 
his virtues, which in him are united to great 
knowledge. I fhould be well pleafed, did he 
live at Rome ; I would then endeavour to gain' 
his good graces, that I might enjoy the benefit 
of his great learning. He is a Pupil of the 
Congregation of St Genovefa in France, famed 
for fcience and piety He fome time wore 
their drefs. 

There are every day fome fonnets made 
here, not worth a ftraw ; Petrarch muft be 
born again, to bring us back into the right 
road to Pamaffus. The Academy of the Or- 
cadians is fiill kept up, but only in the air, 
that is to fay, on the Zephyrs, and the wings 
of butterflies ; for they employ themfelves only 
in light and fportive pieces. 

Often 
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Often put your genius in the ftill; fuch fine 
things come from it, that you cannot torture 
it too much. Adieu : my friendfhip tells you 
the reft. 

My moft affectionate compliments to the 
Prior of the Dominicans. He always promifes 
to come to Rome ; but, like myfelf, he is glued 
to his books and his Cell. 


LETTER LXXIV. 

To a Gentleman of Tuscany. 

T HE Education, my dear Sir, which you 
are for giving your children, will be no 
more than a Varnilh, unlefs Religion be its 
balls. There are occafions to be met with 
in life, wherein probity alone is not of fufr 
ficient ftrength to refill certain temptations, 
and wherein the foul degrades itfelf, if not 
fupported by the firm hopes of immortality. 

It is neceffary, in order to become happy 
and wife?, that a man fliould fee God, from his 
very infancy, as the firft beginning and end of 
all things. Reafon and Faith mull inform him 
at the fame time, that to have neither Wor- 
fhip nor Law, is to defeend to the humiliating . 
fink of brute beafts ; and he mull be convinced, 
fhat as truth is but one, fo there can be only 
one Religion; and that, if authority did not 
determine our belief, every individual would 
have his own fyftem and his own opinion. 

You never will make your children true 
Chriftians by trifling practices of devotion. 

B b The 
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The Chriftian Religion is thegreateft eneipy to 
Pharifaifm and fuperftition. The Church en- 
joins duties enow, fo that we need not feek to 
multiply them. It is but too common to neg- 
lect what is flxi&ly commanded for the prac- 
tice of what is only of counfel : becaufe people 
are fonder of hearkening to whims, than to 
reafon; and pride is perfe&ly gratified with 
lingularity. 

You will take care to infpire the fouls of 
our three young Gentlemen with the moft ele- 
vated fentiments, and to convince them, that 
the greateft Pleafure man can enjoy, is. tQ 
think, and be fenfible of his exiftence.' Tkifc is 
a fublime voluptuoufnefs fo worthy of a mind 
truly heavenly, that I confider the man as mi- 
ferable, or at leaft in a Rate of apathy, who is 
a ftranger to that happinefs. 

The Catechism is fufficient to teach them 
the revealed truths ; but in an age of Infidelity 
fomething more is wanted than the Alphabet 
of Religion. You will therefore fill the minds 
of your children with tfiofe pure and hright 
lights, that difirpate the clouds of modern Pfii- 
lofophy, and the darknefs of corruption. 

A few, but folid, books will make your chiL-i 
dren learned chriftians. They muft read theqj r 
with a religious attention, lefs with a view tQ 
confign them to their memory, than to en- 
grave them on their hearts. Your defigp is 
not to train up young men who are to msfin?* 
tain a Thefts in the fchools, but men who-are 
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Obliged* as rational Beings, to be thoroughly 
convinced of the eternal Truths. 

When youths have ftudied Religion from 
firft principles, it feldom happens that they fuf- 
fer themfelves to be feduced by the fophifms 
ef Irreligion, unlefs the heart be totally cor- 
rupted. 

Watch with the greateft care to preferve 
their purity unftained, not by making ufe of 
Informers and Spies, but by having your 
eyes and ears every where, fo as to refemble 
the Deity, who, unfeen himfelf, fees all. 

Children moil not perceive that we miftruft 
them, or that we watch them ; for then they 
are difcouraged and grumble; they take a 
diflike to thofe they ought to love; they be- 
gin to have an idea of the evil they never 
before thought of ; and it is then only they 
endeavour to deceive. Hence the greateft part 
of young ftudents, and almoft all who are 
brought up in feminaries, aft folely from fear, 
and are never more happy, than when at a 
diftance from their fuperiors. 

Be lefs the Matter of your children, than 
their Friend ; they will then be tranfparent to 
your eyes, and will even tell you their faults. 
A hundred times have young people i^trufted 
me with what gave them uneafinefs, and with 
what they had done amifs, becaufe I always 
treated them with kindnefs. They will give 
you the key of their hearts, when they fee 
that you lincerely wifh them well., and that it 
hurts you extremely to reprimand them. 

B b 2 There 
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There are many reafons which induce me to 
advife a domeftic education ; but there are ftill 
more which hinder me from urging it. A 
domeftic Education, generally fpeaking, bet- 
ter fecures the morals ; but it is fo uniform, 
fo tepid, fo languid, that it difcourages and 
prevents emulation. Befides, as it more nar- 
rowly infpects their conduct, it oftener makes 
hypocrites than hopeful youths. 

Neverthelefs, if you fbould find a Precept 
tor, who is mild, patient,, fociable, and learned, 
and who joins condefcenfion with fteadinefs, 
prudence with cheerfulnels, temperance with 
amability, I Would then tell you to make a 
trial at leaft, being perfuaded that you would 
do nothing but in concert with him, and that 
you would not aim at being his Preceptor. 
There are but too many Fathers, who treat a 
Preceptor like a mercenary, and think them- 
felves entitled to act the Matter over him, be- 
caufe he receives a falary from them. 

Truft not your fons, unlefs with a man 
whom you can confide in, as much as in your- 
felf: but after that, hefitate not to leave him 
matter of his own operations. Nothing fo 
much difgufts a Preceptor, as to fhow any 
diftruft of him, or to doubt of his abilities. 
Take care of the fervants who are about your 
children; they are generally the corrupters of 
youth. 

Let an amiable ferenity ever fliine on your 
forehead and in your eyes, and let every thing 
be done according to your wifli without con- 

ftraint 
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ftraint or fear-— Nobody loves ftormy weather j' 
but every body is cheered at the fight of a fine 
day. 

Join pleafure with every kind of ftudy you 
propofe to your children, by infpiring them 
with a ftrong defire of knowledge, and a great 
dread of remaining in ignorance. 

You muft contrive to let your children have 
intervals of reft from their labour, that their 
memory and minds may not be too much fa* 
tigued. When a perfon ftudies with a diflike, 
he takes an averfion to books, and only fighs 
after idlenefs and liberty. 

Inftnnft, not by punching, but by making; 
thetn fond of your inftructions ; and to this 
end take care to divert them with fome pieces 
of hiftory, and fome fallies of wit which may 
awake their attention. I knew at Milan a 
young man, who had been made fo fond of 
ftudy, that he took the days allotted for play, 
as a necefifary repofe indeed, but confidered 
them at the fame time as days of mourning. 
His books were his pleafure and his treafure - 
and it was a good Prieft, who by means of 
his cheerfulnefs of temper and lively imagina- 
tion, had fired him with a love for all works 
of tafte and erudition. He would have become 
one of the firft among the learned in Europe, 
had not death flopped him in his carreer. 

Proportion their ftudies to their age, and 
attempt not to make Metaphyficians of them, 
when only twelve years old : that would not 
be bringing them up as young men, but as 

parrots. 
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parrots, who are taught to repeat fotne words. 

It is with the Sciences, as with our food. 
The ftomach of a child requires light nourifli- 
naent, and it is by degrees that it is accuf- 
tomed to more fubftantial and folid meats. 

Never fail making fome book of amufement 
fucceed the more ferious reading, and to in- 
termix Poetry with Profe. Virgil is no lefs 
eloquent than Cicero, and his defcriptions, 
images and expreffions give imagination and 
elocution to thofe who have none* Poetry 
is the perfection of languages ; and if we make 
no ufe of it when young, we ihall never have 
a tafte for it. It is impoffible, at a certain age 
of life, to read verfes long together, unlefs a 
perfon has really a tafte for Poetry. 

Moderate however the ftudy of the Poets ; 
for befides that they often take liberties con- 
trary to good morals, it is dangerous to be'too 
fond of them. A young man, Who talks and 
dreams of nothing but Poetry, is infupportable 
in company; his paffion for it may be reckoned 
a madnefs. I except only fuch, whofe genius 
is fit for that alone ; and then they are indem- 
nified for that madnefs, by becoming Dantes, 
Ariostos, Tassos, Metastasios, Miltons, 
Corneilles, Racines. 

Let your children be intimately acquainted 
with the general hiftory of the world, that of 
particular nations, efpecially that of their own 
country ; and let not this be a dry ftudy, but 
accompanied with fliort and pertinent reflec- 
tions, which may teach them to form a pru- 
dent 
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dent judgment on events, and to acknowledge 
an univerfal Agent, of whom men are no 
more than, the instruments, and all the revo- 
lutions in nature, are effects combined and 
forefeen in the eternal decrees. 

|Ii&pry is dull reading, if no more be known 
of it. than dates and faffe ; but it is a book full 
of : life, if we obferve therein the fport of the 
pal&ons, the fprings of the foul, the motions 
pf the heart ; and above all, if we there difco- 
yef a Qod, who, ever the mafter of events, 
gives rife to them, directs them, determines 
them according to his own will, and for the 
accomplishment of his fublimc defigns. 

Our eyes of fleSh fee nothing in the Um- 
verfe, but a veil which hides from us the At 
gepcy of the Creator; but the eyes of faith 
Shew us, that whatever happens, has a caufe, 
and that this caufe is truly Qod- 
. Take care that Some good trsatife on Rhe- 
toric, abounding more with ' examples than 
precepts, give your fons a tafte for true elo, 
quance. Shew them, that what is truly heautir 
ful, depends neither on the modes nor the 
times, and that, though in different ages- there 
be different ways of expreihng things, there is 
pnly one right way of conceiving them. 

. Infpire them with an abhorrence of that 
puerile eloquence, which, ^onfilfing entirely in 
a play upon Words, is Shocking to a good tafte ; 
and convince them*, that gigantic expreffions 
or ideas never made part of a fine difcourfe. 
Although true Eloquence ought never to tire 
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any one ; man nev erthelefs is fo whimfical, 
that he is fometimes cloyed with it : and on 
that account, we at this day fee an affefted, 
frivolous diction preferred to- the' nervous lan- 
guage of the Orators of the laft age. 

There are certain men, and certain Epochas, 
which in every branch of literature have fixed 
the tafte ; and the eyes of your children are 
to be perpetually directed towards thofe paint- 
ings, as towards the belt models ; but not fo 
as to become flaves to them ; for it is never 
allowed to be a fervile imitator of any one. 

1 would have the mind tower, and be itfelf ; 
whereas it is a mere copy, when it dare not 
attempt invention. We have only men of wit, 
but we fhould have men of genius, if we did 
nbt keep too mechanically to the beaten tracks. 
Nothing great is done by him, who knows only 
one road. An inventive mind is inexhauftible, 
when a man knows how to dare. ** Be your- 
felves, think for yourfelves,” would I often 
fay to young people under my care. It is dis- 
agreeable to fpend whole years in teaching pu- 
pils nothing elfe, but the art of repeatihg what 
others have faid. 

When your children lhall have come ta the 
age of maturity, then will be the moment to 
fpeak to them, like a friend, of the nothing- 
nefs of thofe pleafures, in- which the world 
places its happinefs ; of the misfortunes they 
plunge their followers into ; the remorfes of 
confcience they excite; the damages they 
caufe both to body and mind ; laftly the pre- 

cipiceg 
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cipices they fink under foot, while they feem 
only to ftrow flowers before us. 

It will not be difficult for you, either by the 
energy of your expreffions, or by fome ftriking 
examples, to fhew them the dangers of a life 
of ' pleafure ; and to convince them, that the 
greateft part of the gratifications indulged be- 
yond meafure, were it not for idlenefs, would 
have nothing really attractive in them. For 
want of fomething to do, we form the molt 
brilliant ideas of them, juft as in our fleep a 
thoufand agreeable Chimzeras prefent them- 
felves to our fancy. 

When a fon is perfuaded that his Father 
only talks reafon to him, and that his repri- 
mands proceed from a tender affection, and 
not from humour, he hearkens to him ; and 
his advice has the belt effed. 

Laftly, after this edifice is erected, the roof is 
to be raifed, which I look upon as the greateft 
difficulty of all.— I mean the choice of a ftate of 
life. ’Tis generally the touchftone of Fa- 
thers and Mothers, and the moft critical point 
in life for children 

If you take my advice in this particular, you 
will allow them a whole year to deliberate with 
themfelves on the ftate of life moft proper for 
them, without ever fpeaking in favour of one 
profeflion rather than of another. The good 
education they have received, and the learn- 
ing they have acquired, will fucccfsfully lead 
them to a happy iffue ; and there is the greateft 

C c room 
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room to hope, that they will then determine 
according to inclination and reafon. 

It will afterwards be neceffary often to men- 
tion to them the advantages and dangers of 
each ftate, and to convince them of what im- 
portance it is, both with regard to this world 
and the next, to faithfully comply with the 
duties and obligations of the ftate of life they 
embrace. The Sacerdotal and Religious Pro- 
fcflions will afford you ample matter to fpeak 
of the ineftimable happinefs relilhed in them, 
when a perfon has a real call from God ; and 
the dreadful calamities experienced in thofe 
ftates, when a man has been fo rafh as to en- 
gage in either from human views and mo- 
tives. The military life, as well as the Ma- 
giftracy, prefent of themfelves a multitude of 
obligations to be complied with ; and in order 
to convince them of this, it will be enough to 
lay the refpective duties of each before their 
eyes. 

After thefe precautions,, and efpecially after 
frequently imploring the afliftance of heaven, 
your fons will boldly enter on the career of 
life they have chofen ; and you will have 
the comfort of being able to fay before God 
and man, that you have confulted both their 
inclinations and their liberty. Nothing is of 
worfe confequence than for a Father to force 
the inclination of his Children ; he expofes 
them to eternal regret, and himfelf to the moft 
bitter reproaches, and even curies, which he 
has unhappily deferved. 

Since 
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Since Providence has granted you riches, 
and given you birth in a diftinguifhed family, 
you will bring up your fons according to their 
fortune and rank; making them however fed 
fome privations, and keeping them always with- 
in the bounds of modefty, to teach them that 
happinefs is not to be found in this life ; and that 
the more elevated we are, the lefs proud we 
ought to be. You will take care to let them 
•have money, both that they may learn from 
you not to be covetous, and be in a capacity 
of affifting the poor. It would be proper to 
fee, with your own eyes, the ufe they make of 
their money, and if you difcover in them 
either avarice or prodigality, their allowance 
muft be abridged. 

In a word, my dear and refpeclable Friend, 
take more pains with the heart of your fons, 
than with the underftanding : if the heart be 
good, all will go well. 

Circumftances will teach you how you are 
to govern them. Appear fometimes eafy, fome- 
times fevere; but ever juft and ever civil. An 
even temper difconcerts young people, who 
will not do as they ought ; for in fpite of 
themfelves they feel that they have nothing to 
fay in their own excufe. 

Let them have a decent liberty, that their 
Father’s houfe may not be the moft difagree- 
able place they can be in. It is neceffary that 
they fhould like it ; and that they find there, 
more than any where elfe, the fweets and 
pleafures which they are to expeft from a Fa- 
C c.2 ther. 
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ther, who is a friend of order, and kind by- 
inclination. 

My pen drags me along in fpite of myfelf. 
One would fay that it was fenfible, and felt 
the fweet pleafure, that I myfelf feel, in fpeak- 
ing of your dear children, whom 1 love more 
than myfelf, and little lefs than' you can 
love them. May God heap his bleffings on 
them : they will be, whatever they ought to 
be ; and the education they will receive from 
you, will bud forth for eternity. There are we 
to reap the fruit of the good advice given to 
youth, and there good Fathers meet their wor- 
thy children, to be eternally happy with them* 

Rome, Aug. x6, 1753. 


LETTER LXXV. 

To the Prelate C e rati. 

I F this letter conveys to you all I feel, you 
will not find it light ; for I load it with 
all the efteem, affection, and admiration I am 
matter of, to convince you more than ever, 
how much I retpeft you, and how much I 
love you. 

I have feen the JlugujUni an Friar you di- 
rected to me, and I found him, as you laid, 
filled with the Fathers of the Church. He has 
them on his lips, he has them in his heart; 
and he is, of all men in the world, the perfon 
who gives the greateft pleafure in turning over 
like a book, \vhen his full worth is knowi*. 

St. 
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St. Augustine, very jullly, is his hero, on 
account of his being the Univerfal Doftor, 
a matter of all the fciences, and their parti- 
cular favourite Much commendation has 
been given to that incomparable man: but 
hitherto far fhort of his merit. I therefore, 
not long ago, advifed an Ecclefiaftic, who con- 
fulted me how he was to make his Panegyric, 
to fay not a word of his own, but to extract 
the whole from the writings of that Father; 
being perfuaded, that to give Augustine his 
due praife, a man muft be Augustine himfelf. 
He took my advice ; and his whole Elogium 
was compofed of the moft fublime and moving 
paffages of that illuftrious Doctor. The whole 
was well connected, though interrupted with 
exclamations and flights which affefted the 
audience. — When will pur Rhetoricians and 
our Preachers be taught, that true eloquence 
does not conlift either in wit or words ; but 
that it is an expreflion of the foul, the boiling 
up of a heart that burns, furprifes and effefts 
the greateft things ? 

There are certain moments in which great 
Orators feem to have no longer any ftyle or 
words, from an apprehenfion of debafing the 
fublimity of their fubject, by ftudied phrafes. 

Somediftil their genius to extract eloquence; 
but this operation yields nothing, but forced 
thoughts,' and bloated phrafes; whereas, had 
they left the energy of the heart to aft alone, 
they would have had mouths of gold. 

. - I find 
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I find nothing in moft of our modern books 
befides mere Elegance ; but that is far from 
Eloquence. Elegance pleafes, and Eloquence 
drags along 5 and, when natural, it analga- 
mir es itfelf with all the beauties of nature 
and wit, to fliew them to the greateft advan- 
tage, and according to truth. In a word, true 
Eloquence is like that fcrap of your own com- 
pofition, which you fliewed me fome time- 
fince, wherein I difcovered the very features 
of Demoftbenes, notwithftanding the immenfe 
interval which ages have placed between you 
and him. 

Nothing is more admirable than to approach 
the Ancients, and to keep clofe to them, not- 
withftanding the diftance of time, as if we 
were their Cotemporaries : for it muft be own- 
ed, that they have reaped and carried in all 
the harveft, and that we only glean after them. 

Some time ago it happened, that I had com- 
pofed a fcientific difcourfe, at the defire of a 
friend, to be prefixed to a treatife on Geo- 
metry. I rallied every fatuity of my whole 
foul*, and in the heat of a piece of work, 
which lafted more than a week, I imagined 
I had brought forth fomething very interefting 
and quite new. But I cannot exprefs to you 
how much I was afterwards fuprifed and con- 
founded, to find all my thoughts fcattered in 
a few pages of the Ancients. Neverthelefs I 
had not plundered them ; but the minds of 
men being circumfcribed in a circle, all gene- 
rations 
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rations are nearly alike in their manner of 
thinking } the tints only are- quite different. 

There was lately prelented to me one Sagri 
from your fchools at Pifa j and it feemed to 
me, that it was poffible to make a great man 
of him. But into what hands will he fall ? 
The moment a young man quits the College, 
is the inftant to determine his fate. — It is theo 
every thing mifcarries, or every thing fucceeds 
with him. I have feen fome, who had borne 
away every prize, and who were cited with 
pleafure as real geniufes of the firft rate ; 
and notwithftanding this emphatic admiration 
of them, they became lefs than nothing. Cri- 
minal pleafures invefted them, or they betook 
themfelves to mechanical employments ; or 
their mind, which had made an effort, felt 
the effefts of that laborious operation, and 
could do nothing more. It is a forward fruit 
which charms by its colour as well as novelty, 
and withers while it is admired, and juft going 
to be gathered. 

What pains are to be taken, before the 
mind is perfected ! All I know is this, that 
mine thinks itfelf accomplilhed, when, by a 
communication of ideas, it partakes of yours, 
and affords me an opportunity of reiterating 
to you my fentiments of attachment and re- 
fpe<ft. 

Rome, Aug. 27, 1754. 


LET- 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



200 


LETTERS of Letlxxvi. 

LETTER LXXVL 

To Cardinal Querini. 

Most Eminent, 

T H E various reflections your Eminence 
makes on the different ages that have 
rolled away fince the commencement of the 
•world, are worthy of a genius like your own. 
I feem to fee Reafon weighing all thefe ages ; 
fome are like lingots, others like leaves of tinfel. 
In reality there are fome fo folid and others fo 
light, that they form the moft aftonifhing con- 
trail:. Ours, without contradiction, bears the 
ftamp of lightnefs beyond any other : but it 
pleafes and feduces, efpecially by the good of- 
fices of the French, who have communicated 
to us an elegance which we find agreeable in 
fpite of ourfelves. 

Our Forefathers would have grumbled, and 
with reafon : however did they live in our 
time, they would fuffer themfelves to be car- 
ried away with it like ourfelves ; and contrary 
to their inclination, the lightnefs of our dif- 
courfe and our pretty agreeable manner of 
writing would amufe them. 

The Roman grandeur does not take up with 
fuch pleafing trifles ; but the Romans of thefe 
days are no longer the majeftic people they 
formerly were. French elegance has paffed 
the Alpes ; and we received it with pleafure, 
at the very time we ■criticized it. 

Your 
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Your Eminence, as being very fond of the 
French, will have eafily pardoned their gen- 
teel engaging way, though detrimental to the 
dignity of the Ancients. It is not amifs that in 
all ages taken collectively, there Ihould be 
fparks and flames, lilies and blue-bottles, Ihow- 
ers and dews, liars and meteors, rivers and 
brooks ; this is a perfect reprefentation of na- 
ture : and to form a right judgment of the 
univerfe and the different ages, the different 
points of view are to be united, and made one 
objedt of fight. 

All ages cannot be like one another ; it is 
their variety that enables us to judge of things ; 
without this diverfity, a comparifon could not 
be made. I know a perfon would rather choofe 
to live in an age, which offers nothing but 
what is grand ; but here it may be properly 
faid, that we mull take the times as they are, 
and not continually regret what is pall, by 
hanging to the char of the Ancients. Let us 
have their good talle, and we lhall have no- 
thing to fear from our own futility. 

One cannot, without dread, confider that 
gulf from whence ages ifiue, and that into 
which they again precipitate themfelves. "What 
a number of years, days, hours, minutes, fe- 
conds are fwallowed up in eternity, which, ever 
the fame, continues immutable in the midlt of 
changes and revolutions ! It is a rock in the 
middle of the fea, againll which all the waves 
dalh to no purpofe. We are like grains of 
D d land. 
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land, the (port of the wind, if we do not im- 
rooveably hold fall by that fupport It is that 
which fixes your Eminence, and engages you 
to undertake fo many luminous works, which, 
all Europe admires, and in which Religion 
glories. 

I never tire with reading the account of 
your travels, and above all your defeription of 
Paris and of France. Belides that the Latin may 
be compared to St. Jertme's, there are admi- 
rable reflections on whatever your Eminence 
faw. What an eye have you! It penetrates 
the effence of things, the fubftance of writings, 
the fouls of Writers. You had the happinefs 
to fee at Paris feveral great men, then alive, 
the precious remains of the age of Lewis XIV j 
they muft have convinced you that, that age 
was not extolled without reafon. 

Nothing enlarges the foul like travelling : I 
read all the voyages and travels I can, that I 
may fend my thoughts at leaft a rambling, 
while my body is fedentary. This is certain, 
that I am often at Brefcia , that city, my Lord, 
which you enrich with your example and your 
precepts, and where you. every hour receive 
homages. To thefe I join, with my whole loul, 
the moft profound refpefl, &c. 

Rome, Dec. 10, 1754. 
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LETTER LXXVII. 

To Cardinal Banchieri. 

Most Eminent, 

I Have not as yet feen the Ferrarefe your 
Eminence vouchfafed to recommend to 
me ; but 1 have already mentioned him to 
the Guardian of Ara Cali , who will do all in 
his power to prove how much he values your 
interefting yourfelf in behalf of that Convent. 

I could wifh my occupations would allow 
me to travel to Ferrara , that city fo famed for 
many events, and which has the happinefs of 
poffeffing your Eminence, and the afhes of 
^Arioflo. My firft care fhould be to pay them 
a vifit. Some poetic fparks might iffue from 
them to feize on me, and enable me to affure 
you in verfe, as well as profe, that nothing 
can equal the profound refpect with which I 

am> & C ’ Rome, Jan. 7 , 1755* 


LETTER LXXV1II. 

To a Prebendary of Milan. 

A Panegyric on St Paul, Sir, is no fmall 
undertaking. It requires a foul as great 
as that of the Doctor of the Gentiles to 
celebrate him in a worthy manner. His elo- 
gium is that of Religion itfelf : he is fo much 
interefted in it, and connected with it, that it 
is impoffible to praife him feparately. 

D d 2 The 
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The fame fpirit, the fame zeal, the fame 
charity is found in that great Apoftle, as in 
Religion itfelf. How rapid muft be your pen, 
if you defire to defcribe his travels and his 
Apoftolic labours? He runs as fwift as thought, 
when a good work is to be undertaken ; and 
he breathes forth nothing but Jesus Christ, 
when he announces the Gofpel. From the 
manner in which he multiplies himfelf, one 
• would think that he alone formed the whole 
Apoftolic College. He is at one and the fame 
time both on land, and at fea, ever on the 
watch for the falvation of the faithful, ever 
defiring the palm of martyrdom, ever fpring- 
ing forward towards eternity. Never was 
there fo good a citizen, fo good a friend. He 
forgets nothing ; he remembers the molt tri- 
fling fervices done him : and his heart never 
once beats, but it is a with after heaven that 
has enlightened him, ’ a movement of love for 
Jesus Christ, who converted him, an act of 
gratitude towards tire Chriftians, who had 
alfified him. 

A Panegyric is a fpecies of eompofition, 
which is not to refemble a Sermon : flalhes of 
lightning are requifite, but fuch as may Ihine 
on a ground- work of morality, which is to be 
the bafis of the difcourfe. There are no in- 
ftructions, where there are nothing but praifes; 
and whoever confines himfelf barely to inftruc- 
tion, does not celebrate his Hero.' 

The Ikill of the Orator confifts in drawing 
from the elogium itfelf luminous refle&ions, 

which 
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. which may tend to the reformation ’ of man- 
ners. Above all things, my dear Friend, ne- 
ver make the panegyric of . one Saint at the 
expence of others : nothing is a ftronger proof 
of the barrennefs of the Orator’s genius. 
Every illuftrious perfonage has his peculiar 
merit; and it is an affront to a fervant of God 
(who ever confidered himfelf the leaft of all) 
to enhance his glory to the prejudice of a- 
nother Saint. 

Let there be no digreflions foreign to your 
fubjeft. Never lofe fight of its being St. Pam 
'whom you are to praife; and remember that 
it would be miffing your aim, if you dwell 
upon any thing but his elogium. 

Let nothing be languid in a Panegyric: 
every thing is to be rapid; and efpecially in 
that of the great Apoftle, whofe zeal never 
refted. It is neceffary that your hearers fhould 
fee him and hear him, and that they may 
fay: ’tis he himfelf; there he is! You muft 
difplay with him the whole power of Grace ; 
you muft, like him, ftrike down thofe who 
.abridge the abfolute power of God over the 
■human ' heart : you muft thunder like him 
•againft falfe Prophets, arid againft the Cor- 
ruptors of the doctrine of morals. In a word, 
you muft give a fuccinct idea of his different 
Epiftles, while you reprefent them burning 
with the flames of charity, and irradiating 
■with the lights of truth. 

I Force no comparifons ; they muft arife from 
the fubjeft : employ no ufelefs words ; they 

muft 
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xnuft all be inftruclive : no forced phrafes ; 
they muft all be natural. It is your heart 
that muft be the Orator in this difcourfe, and 
not your wit or underftanding : referve that 
for the Academies, when you hare any elo- 
gium to pronounce there: but the dignity 
of the Pulpit, the fandkity of the Temple, the 
Eminence of the fubjedt are infinitely above 
antjthefcs, fallies of wit, and puns. 

Human Eloquence was made for prailing 
human actions : but a divine Eloquence is re- 
quired to praife divine men. The garlands 
which are to crown the Eledt, are not to be 
gathered from the Poets, but from the Pro- 
phets. I am more than I can exprefs, &c. 

Rome , Oil. 13, 1755. 


LETTER LXXIX. 

To the Abbb La mi. 

O H! my dear Abbe, I am not at all of 
your way of thinking with regard to 
the book you criticize with fo much feverity. 
•It certainly is not fuch an indifferent perfor- 
mance as you would make it appear. There are 
in it principles, views, details, beauties which 
render the work interefting. A few inftances 
of a negligent ftyle do not totally disfigure a 
book. The ftyle is no more than the outer 
bark ; and fometimes a tree is good, though 
the bark be of no value. Unluckily in our 
age people are more taken with words, than 

with 
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with things : too often do the phrafes or turn 
of expreflion make the fortune of a book. I 
have run through a multitude of Pamphlets 
printed at Paris , which had nothing to re- 
commend them but a rapid, feducing ftyle. 
A man aiked himfelf what the Writer meant 
to fay, but he could not tell. It is not fur- 
prifing, that in a country, where people are 
fo very fond of drefs, and of every thing 
tinfel-like, that they fliould have a palfion for 
a production written in an elegant ftyle. 

There are fome fubjects, which ftand in 
need of themfelves alone to captivate the at- 
tention : whereas there are other fubjefts, 
which would not be read at all but for a bril- 
liant ftyle : that is their pafs-port. A ikilful 
Writer ought to know that difference. 

I fliould be pleafed, would you analyfe two 
works, which have lately appeared here. Self 
converfation , and The Elements of Metaphyfics. 
The former is particularly interefting, becaufe 
it elevates the foul on the wrecks of the paf- 
fions and the fenfes. The fecond is no lefs 
fo, in as much as it renders palpable the fpi- 
rituality and immortality of the foul. They 
are two Metaphyfical productions prefented 
in different lights. Self-converfation is fo clear 
and plain, that any body may underftand it : 
the Elements fo deep and abftrufe, as to for- 
bid the greateft part the reading of them. 

I confider your fheets as a perfon appointed 
to awaken the Italians, and to hinder them 
from fleeping over the fciences and litera- 
ture. 
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ture. In a hot climate a man often requires 
to be roufed in order to purfue his Audies. 
The mind grows drowfy, as well as the body, 
unlefs care be taken to fpur it on ; and in 
that ftate a man has not a fufficiency of fpirits 
either to read or think. 

. Florence has ever been a city famous for 
literature and tafte $ and I fear not its dege- 
nerating, while you continue to enlighten it. 
A periodical work executed with difcemment, 
diffufes light into men’s minds, keeps up 
emulation, and^fupplies the reading of a mul- 
titude of works, which a perfon has not time 
to read, or has it not in his power to procure. 

When I read a Journal, that gives an ac- 
count of the publications in Europe, I learn to 
know the genius of different nations ; and I 
perceive that the Englijhman neither writes like 
the German , nor thinks like the Frenchman. 
This variety, which diftinguifhes the different 
nations in their way of writing and thinking, 
makes me believe that the moral world is re- 
ally a copy of the natural world, and that 
the cafe is the fame with the minds, as with 
their faces, which have no refemblance ode to 
another. 

Adieu. I leave you to throw myfelf among 
the thorns of Controverfy, where I am fure 
not to find the flowers which are feen in your 
writings. 

Rome, Nov. 5, 1755* 


LET- 
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To a Parish-priest in the Dtocefe of Rimini. 

I T is a great piece of rafhnefs in you, my 
dear Paftor, to prefume to cenfure your 
Father and mine, and the Father of all the 
Faithful, die Great Lambertini, for whom 
all the Churches have the moft profound vene- 
ration. Befides that he is celebrated forhisvaft 
and fublime knowledge, for the quicknefs of 
his underftanding, and his confummate pru- 
dence, he is moreover the Head of Religion, 
the Sovereign Pontiff, to fpeak evil of whom 
is blafphemy. You are not ignorant that St. 
Paul begs pardon of the High-prieft of the 
Synagogue, though then expiring, for having 
called him a whitened wall.* 

The treaty which Benedict XIV concluded 
with Spain, and by which the Spanifh Clergy are 
no longer to come to Rome, has prevented, I 
know not how many, young Eclefiaftics from 
becoming vagabonds, and leading a licentious 
life. Nothing is more proper, than to fee thofe, 
who are deftined to the Miniftry, ftudy under 
the eyes of their own Bifhops, who by that 
means learn to know them, and never lofe fight 
of them. 

Moreover, fo many reafons are requifite juftly 
to condemn a Sovereign, that unlefs a perfon 
knows what paffes in the Cabinets of Princes, 
the nature of events, the confequences an af- 
fair may draw after it ; and unlefs a man can 
* ARs xiii- 3. 
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penetrate into the fouls of thofe who aft, and 
put others on aftion, his judgment cannot fail 
of being very criminal. 

Ah ! Who are we, to condemn the Vicar of 
Chrift, and efpecially when we are ignorant of 
the motives he afts on, and know not what 
he may have forefeen? When the cafe is doubt- 
ful, the prejudice is in favour of the Judges. 
How can people juftify the liberty they take 
of cenfuring the conduft of the Sovereign 
Pontiff, on no other grounds than faint ap- 
pearances? It is certainly affording arms to the 
Proteftants, and being effentially wanting in 
refpeft towards him, whom God has placed on 
a throne to fee and judge, and to whom he 
has commanded us to hearken, as to himfelf : 1 
go further — It is endangering one’s falvation. 

There are no circumftances, nor any mo- 
ment of time (however our heart or our opi- 
nion may fuffer by it) wherein it is lawful to 
rife up againft the fteps taken by the Sovereign 
Pontiff, unlefs a perfon be a member of his 
Council. He fees what you do not fee ; and, 
if he does not inform us of it, it is becaufe he 
is often tied down by fuch confiderations, as 
flop both his pen and his tongue. There is a 
Chriftian Policy, which, without ever hurting 
the truth, does not tell every truth, and wraps 
itfelf up in a neceffary filence, when it is of 
advantage not to fpeak. How will you' preach 
in your Parifh the refpeft due to the Head of 
the Church, if people hear youufing inveftives 
againft him? Let us even fuppofe that he has 

done 
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done wrong; you ought, like a Chriftian, like 
a Prieft, like a Reftor, to excufe him in pub*, 
lie, and to impofe an eternal lilence on thole 
who fhould dare to blame him. Such are my 
fentiments relative to the Sovereign Pontiffs. 
They are the anointed of the Lord, his Chrijls , 
who are never to be fpoken againft : Touch not 
mine anointed ones t and treat not my Prophets 
with fpite .* 

I flatter myfelf that you will get the better 
of your prejudices, and that you will approve 
of my reafons ; for you have a good under- 
fianding, and an upright heart. It was a 
warmth of imagination, that induced you to 
condemn Benedict XIV, all whofe fteps are 
weighed in the balance of the fan&uary, and 
in the very fanctuary of truth itfelf. I em- 
brace you, my dear Reftor, &c. 

Rome , May 14, 1 755. 

# Nolite t anger e Chrifios me os : & in propbetis mens 
nolite malignari. Pf. civ. 15. VuJg. 


LETTER LXXXI. 

To Mr Meckner, a Protefiant Gentleman . 

I AM forry, my dear Sir, to hear you per- 
petually repeating againft the Church of 
Rome, a multitude of thread-bare objec- 
tions, long lince reduced to duft by M. Bos 
suet, a French Bilhop, in his Expedition of the 
Catholic Faith , and his excellent work of the 
Hi/lory of the Variations of the Protefiant Churches . 

E e 2 It 
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It is impoflible to follow a Proteftant ftep by 
ftep ; becaufe inftead of waiting for an anfwer 
to the queftion propofed, he puts another, 
and never gives a perfon time to breathe. 

If you talk to me all at once about Purga- 
tory the Eucharift , the Worjhip of Saints, it is 
impoflible for me at the fame inftant, to give 
an anfwer concerning thofe three points.— 
Controverfy muft go on reafoning, if we de- 
fire to underhand one another ; and confe- 
quently demands, that one fubject fhould 
be thoroughly difcufled, before we proceed to 
another. Without that, we fhall only beat 
the air ; and meet with the fate of all Ergotifts , 
who after a deal of argumentation, conclude 
with remaining obftinately attached to their 
own fentiments. 

You agreed to the method in which I pro- 
pofed to proceed, viz. to prove from the Gof- 
pel itfelf, and from the Epiflles of St. Paul , 
w’hich you admit as an infpired work, every 
truth you conteft; and to fhew you that 
they have been ever taught by an interrupted 
Tradition. 

Irjad it not been fo, you would know the 
day, and the date when we introduced any 
innovations ; unlefs you have a mind to per- 
fuade us, that the whole Church, in the 
twinkling of an eye, notwithftanding the dif- 
perfion of its members, changed its belief, 
without being fenfible of any change itfelf. 
But what an abfurdity would it be to imagine 
fuch a thing ! * 

The 
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The reproaches you continually caft, my 
dear Sir, on the Church of Rome, refpe&ing 
the Celibacy, prefcribed to the Priefts, and the 
Cup taken from the Faithful in the participa- 
tion of the facred myfteries, fall of them- 
felves, when a perfon reflects how marriage 
and the Priefthood are every day found uni- 
ted among the Greek Catholics, and that the 
faithful among them receive under both kinds. 

Return fincerely to the Church, and the 
Great Pope, who this day governs it, will 
not reject you from his bofom, becaufe your 
Minifters are married men, and becaufe you 
defire the ufe of the cup. His prudence will 
fuggeft fome temperament, or means to grant 
you, whatever can be granted, without alter- 
ing any point of Faith or Morality, but by 
only changing a point of difcipline, which has 
all along been liable to changes. 

Cardinal Querini, who is continually eaten 
up with the defire of your return, will be- 
come your Mediator with the Holy Father. 
By returning to the Pope, you will return 
to him, who was formerly your head ; for 
you feparated from us. The abufes which 
then prevailed in the Church {for it it tie - 
ceffary, as Chrift fays, that fcandah Jhould come ; 
and even herefies) could never authorize 
your Anceftors to rebel and feparate. 
They had no other way but that of remoiu 
ftrances; and if they had confined them- 
felves to thofe, without joining thereto 
bittemefs, gall, or a fpirit of rebellion, they 

certainly 
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certainly would have obtained fome Refor- 
mation. To cure a tumour in the body, no 
one thinks of cutting off a limb, or {tilling 
a man to death. 

Many Proteftants would return, if fome 
pitiful human confideration did not flop them: 
for it is impoflible that, reading the facred 
fcriptures fo much as they do, they Ihould 
not difcover in them the prerogatives of the 
Head of the ApolUes, and the Infallibility of 
his Church, which can never teach any error, 
fince Chrijl is really with it, without inter- 
ruption, to the end of the World*. 

It requires only eyes to fee, whether the 
Church of Rome, or the Proteftant Church 
be in the right The one appears like the 
holy Mountain mentioned in fcripturef ; and 
the other like a vapour, that obfcures the 
light, and has no folidity. 

I would give, my dear Sir, the laft drop 
of my blood to fee you reunited to us: be 
allured that you have broken the chain, by 
which you held to the centre of Unity, and 
that you are no longer any thing but un- 
connected Beings, without compafs, without 
guide, without a Head. 

This God makes you feel in a dreadful 
manner, by .abandoning you to I know not 
how many different errors, which form almoft 
as many lefts, as communions. And this is 
a proof, that when there is no longer any 

* Matt, xxriii. *0. Dan. ii. 35. ^ 
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authority to unite the faithful, each holds to 
his own opinion and confequently to his own 
prejudices. 

Do not imagine, I beg, my dear Sir, that 
I mean here to infult your unhappy copdi- 
tion. Alas! Every thing tells me that you 
aft bond fide: but that will not juftify you 
in the light of God, who requires of you a 
ferious examination of fo effential a point ; 
efpecially as you can inform yourfelf, and 
judge for yourfelf better than any other. 

The fentence a man pronounces again!): 
himfelf, when in the wrong, is worthy of 
your great foul and good heart. Your can- 
dour allures me that you will feek informa- 
tion according to truth, and that you will 
not reject it, whenever you fee it. It is on the 
lips of good Catholics ; and by hearkening to 
them, you will hearken to it. ’Tis what I delire 
with all the fulnefs of my heart from the ar- 
dent wilh I have to be eternally with you in 
that abode of peace, where will be found only 
thofe who are marked with the lign of Faith. 
Judge from hence of the extent of that at- 
tachment, with which I have the honour 
to be, &c. 

Rome, May 14, 1755. 
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LETTER LXXXII. 


*To the Prince San-Severo. 
Excellence, 

T HE Petrifications I fent you are far be- 
neath the thanks you return me for 
them. I know the full value, as well as the 
advantage, of entering into a correfpondence 
with a Philofopher, who delights in the ftudy 
of nature, and who admires its phenomena 
and fports, only becaufe he underftands them. 

The birds from the new world which you 
have procured for the Emperor, cannot but 
be very great curiolities; I doubt, however, 
if with the utmoft care and precaution, they 
can be brought alive to our climates. A thou- 
fand attempts have been made by different peo- 
ple to bring over the Humming-bird and Coli- 
briy but have always been attended with the 
mortification of feeing them die at fome dis- 
tance from our ports. 

Providence in giving us the Peacock has 
fufficiently enriched us, fo that we need not 
go elfewhere in fearch of winged beauties. 
America, in reality, has nothing grander than 
our fineft birds; but the preference is com- 
monly given to what is foreign, merely be- 
caufe it comes from a far off. 

You muft, my Prince, be enraptured with 
the undertaking of Monfieur de Buffon, the 
French Academician, and with his firft vo- 
lumes, which have already appeared. I know 

nothing 
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nothing of them as yet, but from a curfory 
reading of them once over ; yet what I have 
feen, appears to me admirable. I am only 
concerned that the Author of a natural hiftory 
lhould declare for a fyftem. It is the way to 
njake pepple doubt of feveral things he ad- 
vances, and to have fkirmifhes to maintain 
againft fuch as differ in opinion from him. 
Moreover, whateyer departs from the account 

f iven of the Creation in the book of Genejis , 
ias nothing to fupport it but paradoxes, or at 
moft, mere hypothefes. 

Moses alone, as being an infpired Author, 
pould perfectly acquaint us with the formation 
of the world, and the developement of its 
parts. He is not an Epicurus , who has re- 
^courfe to atoms ; nor a Lucretius , who believes 
matter eternal ; nor a Spinofa, who admits of 
a material God; nQr a "Defeat tes y who prattles 
about th,e laws of motion; but a Legiflator, 
who publifhes to all men, without any hefita- 
tion, without fear of a miftake, how the world 
was created. Nothing is more fimple, nothing 
piore fublime than his firft fetting out In the 
beginning God created heaven and earth. He 
could pot have fpoken more pofitively, had 
he be^n a fpe&ator of the Creation; and by 
thefe few words Mythology, fyftems and 
abfurdities of all kinds crumble to pieces, and 
appear to the eyes of reafon to be nothing 
more than mere Chimseras. 

Whoever dpes not fee the truth in what 
JVIoses relates, was never born to know it. 

Ff Men 
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Men every day grow fond of hypothecs, void 
even of probability ; and refufe to believe what 
gives us the moft fublime idea of the power 
and wifdom of God. 

An Eternal world offers a thoufand more 
difficulties than an Eternal Intelligence ; and 
a Co-etemal world is an abfurdity which can- 
not exift, lince nothing can be fo ancient as God. 

Befides that he is necejfarily exillent, and 
the Univerfe is not fo ; by what right can 
matter, a thing totally contingent, and abfo- 
folutely inert, pretend to the fame preroga- 
tives with an Almighty Spirit, with a Spirit 
entirely immaterial ? Thefe are whims, which 
could arife only in the paroxyfm of a diftem- 
pered imagination, and are a proof of the afto- 
nilhing weaknefs of man, when he is refolved 
to hearken to himfelf alone. 

The hiftory of nature would be a book fealed 
and clofed to all generations, did they not fee 
a God, 'Creator and Preferver of all things; for 
nothing is more ftrongly felt than his Agency. 
The Sun with all its magnificence and ma- 
jeftic appearance; the Sun, though adored by 
‘different nations, has neither underftanding 
nor difeernment ; and if its courfe be fo re- 
gular, as never to be interrupted for a fingle 
inftant, it is owing to the impulfe it receives 
from a Supreme Agent, whofe Orders it exe- 
cutes with the greateft punctuality. 

It is to no purpofe to range with our eyes 
through the immenfe expanfe of the Uni- 
verfe ; we fee the whole Ihut up in the iro- 

menfity 
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menfity of. a Being, before whom the Uni- 
verfe is as if it were not. It would be fome- 
thing very lingular, that the Univerfe Ihouid 
.enjoy, the privilege of being indebted to it- 
felf alone for its Exiftence and Beauty, when 
the mod trifling work cannot exift without 
an Artificer. Reafon digs for kfelf dreadful 
precipices, when it hearkens only to the paf- 
fions and fenfes: and reafon without Faith 
excites compaffion. All the Academies of the 
whole Univerfe may frame what fyftems they 
pleafe concerning the Creation of the World ; 
but after all their refearches, all their eon- 
je&ures, all their combinations, after mul- 
titudes of Volumes, they will tell me much 
Ids than Moses has told me in a fingle 
page ; and even what they tdl me, will be 
void of every degree of probability. — Such 
is the difference between th.e man that fpeaks 
only from himfelf, and the man that is infpired. 

The Supreme Being fmiles, from the height 
of the heavens, at all thefe fenfelefs fyftems, 
which arrange the world according to their 
fancy ; and which fometimes make chance 
the Father of it, at other times fuppofe it 
eternal. 

Some people take a fatisfafrion in believing 
that Matter governs itfelf, and that there 
is no other Divinity ; becaufe it is well known 
that Matter is abfolutely inert and ftupid, 
and that nothing is to be dreaded from any 
thing it can do: whereas the Juftice of a 
F f 2 God, 
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God, who fees all things, and weighs all 
things, is an overwhelming idfea to the Sinner. . 

Nothing is more beautiful than the hiftory 
of Nature, when connected with that of Re- 
ligion. Nature is nothing withdiit God ; but 
fhe produces every thing, and gives life t6 
every thing by the agency of God. Thbugh 
die be no part of what compofes the Univerfe, 
he puts the whole in motion ; he is the tap, 
and the life Of the whole. Take away his 
Agency, there is no longer any activity in 
the elements, vegetatibn in the plants, fpring 
ih the fecond caufes, nor revolution in thfe 
planets. Eternal darknefs takes the place of 
light, and the Univerfe becomes its own grave. 

Should God withdraw his hand, the fame 
which happens to our bodies, when he Hops 
the motion thereof, would happen to the 
whole world. They fall into' duft; they ex- 
hale in fmoke: and it is not even known that 
they ever exifted. 

Were I fufficiently qualified to write on na- 
tural hiftory, I would begin my work by lay- 
ing open the immenfe perfections of its Au- 
thor ; I would then treat of man, the mafter- 
piece of his works ; and fucceflively from 
fubftance to fubftance, from fpecies to fpecies, 
I would go down to the Ant, and fhew that 
the fame wifdom fhines forth, and the fame 
Almighty power aCts in the fmalleft Infect, as 
well as in the moft perfect Angel. 

Such a picture as this would have been 
interefting to the lovers of truth $ and the 

- • plan* 
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plan, being traced by Religion itfelf, would 
render it of infinite value. 

Let us never fpeak of Creatures, but to 
draw nearer tp. the Creator. They are the 
reflection of his indefectible light ; and thefe 
ideas elevate us, and humble us: for .man is 
never lefs nor greater, than when he views 
himfelf in relation to Gdd. He then difcovers 
an infinite Being, whofe image he is, and in 
"whofe prefence he is no more than an A torn : 
two apparent contrarieties, which muft be recon- 
ciledin order, to form a juft idea of ourfelves, and 
to avoid the two extremes of the proud Angels, 
and of Unbelieveiis, the latter of whom reduce 
themfelves to. the condition of brute beafts. 

Your letter, my dear Prince, has led me to 
thefe reflections ; though I acknowledge at the 
fame time, that I find no greater fatisfaCtion, 
than when an opportunity offers of. fpeaking 
of God. He is the proper element qf our heart, 
and it is only in the love of him, that the foul 
expands itfelf. 

I happily was fenfible, from my earlieft age, 
of this great truth $ and in confequence of 
that, I chofe the Cloifter, where, feparated 
from creatures, I might more eafily converfe 
with the Creator. The commerce of the 
world is fo full of noife and tumult, that we 
are there almoft ftrangers to that recollection^ 
which unites us to God. 

I thought only of writing a letter; but it 
> has turned out a fermon: except that, in~ 
ftead of concluding with Amen y I foall con- 

• elude 
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elude with expreffing the refpect due to you, 
and with which I have the honour to be, &p, 

fame, ‘Dec. 13, 1754. 


LETTER LXXXIII. ! 

To Count Algarotti. 

I T id a long time, my dear Count, fince we 
had any chat together, or rather fince I 
have been at your fchool. Aft infignificant 
Philofoper and difciple of Scotus , can do no- 
thing better than improve by the leflbns of 
a man of learning, who has publifhed the 
Newtoniantsm of the Ladies. 

A PhUofophy of Attraction ought in a par- 
ticular manner to be yours, by reafon of your 
engaging and amiable chara&er, which attracts 
all minds to it: but as to my part, I could 
wi(h, befides fo many advantages, for that of 
being lefs a Newtonian, and more a Chriftian. 

We were not created either to become the 
difciples of Ariflotle or Newton. Our foul has 
a more noble deftiny j and the more fuMime 
yours is, the more ought you to go up to- 
wards its fource. 

You may tell me as often as you pleafe, that 
it is the bufinefs of a Friar to preach ; and I 
will conftantly anfwer you, that it is the bufi- 
nefs of a Philofopher frequently to reflect from 
whence he came, and whither he is going — 
We have all of us a firft beginning and a lalt 

end 5 
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todytod fiddling but God cau either be the 

^^PhM^hy, !■> <P kc <** it3 , rear °"- 

Sfl _ (Vr only ml Chimseras, if you feparate 
Ufrom^eMgion. Chriftianity is the iiiWlancc 
if the truths man ought to fearch after : but he 
SveTto feed on errors, juft as reptiles We 
to 3ut themfelves with the mud of marihy 
grounds. People go a great way m fcarchof 
what they might find m themfe » J 
would but enter into themfelves ; for this rea 
fon the great ‘A ugustine, after he hadnm 
Xugh every Being, to fee if none of them 
were his God, returns at laft to his own hear , 
."nd declares that it is there he exifts ; more 
than any where elfe : I came back to myfelf. - 
I hope that you will preach to me- feme of 
thefe days, fo that each may have his turn. 
Ah! God grant it! But whether you morar 
di*e, or whether you joke, I {hall always attend 
to you with that pleafure, which is felt m 
tearing one a perfon is fincerely fond of and 
whole humble fervant he is as much by 
inclination as duty, &c. 

Rome, Sept. 7 , .1754* 
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To the %Abb£ Papi. 

T HE learned Cardinal <^uerini then, my 
dear Abbe, is gone to ‘ unite his Science 
to that of God, and to fill hunfelf from *at 

* Ft redil ad me . 
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torrent of lights whifh we perceive here fal- 
low, as it were only through a cloud. He 
died as he had lived — his pen in his hand— 
finiihing a line — rand juft ready to go to the 
Church, where his heart always was. 

Mine erects to him a monument within 
itfelf as durable as my life. He had a great 
kindnefs for me ; ah! for whpm had he not 
the fame ? His Cathedral, his. Diocefe, all 
Italy, even Berlin experienced the effefts of 
his liberality. The King of Prussia honoured 
him with a particular efteem, and all the 
learned of Europe admired his zeal and talents. 

He was of a conciliating difpolition. — 
The Proteftants were fond of him, though 
he often told them round truths. It is to bp 
regretted that he has not left us fome confidera- 
ble work, inftead of having written only a fe\y 
detached pieces. He would have fwelled the 
Benedittine Library, already fo voluminous, 
as being one of the moft diftinguifhed mem- 
bers of the Order of St. Benedict ; and he 
would have enriched the Church with hjs 
productions. 

.Mr Voltaire will regret the lofs of him, if 
Poets can be fufceptible of friendfhip. They 
wrote to one another in a friendly manner ; 
one genius feeks out another. As to me, 
who have no other genius but that of ad- 
miring great men, I flied tears on the tomb 
of our illuftrious Cardinal. Ah ! when fhall we 
find his equal ? I have the honour to be, &c. 

Convent of the Apoftles, Jan. I, 1755. 

LET- 
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LETTER LXXXV. 

fa Painter. 

W HILE, my dear Sir, there is expreffion in 
your pieces, you may be well pleafed with 
your performance. Expreffion is an effential 
point, and makes up for feveral faults, which 
would not be excufed in an ordinary painter. 

I have mentioned your talents to his Emi- 
nence Cardinal Porto-Carrero, and he will 
give you recommendations to Spain, as you 
defire it; but nothing will make you better 
known than your own genius; and a genius 
is as neceffary to form a Painter as it is to 
form a Poet. Carrachiq, notwithftanding 
the boldnefs of his pencil, would never have 
fucceeded, without ' that poetic rage, which 
gives enthufiafm and fire. 

There is difcovered in his paintings a foul 
that fpeaks, warms and infpires enthufiaftic 
ideas. By admiring him, and filling ohe’s felf 
with the truth and juft.npfs of his images, a 
paan imagines he may become a Carrachio. 

Let that great man, whom you have chofen 
for your model, breathe in you, and you will 
bring him to life again on the canvas. Were 
you pply his fhadow, you would deferve to 
be efteemed — There is fomething real in the 
fhadow of a great man. 

.. Nature is ever to be the object, which the 
man, who aims at being a painter, ought to 
have in view; and to exprefs it well, all vio- 
lent efforts are to be avoided. Painters as well 
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as Poets becanpe gigantic, by offering vio- 
lence to their genius in competition. When 
the head is properly organized for the execu- 
tion of a work, a man finds himfelf hurried 
.away by an irrefiftible impulfe to take up the 
pen or the pencil, and he follows his own na- 
tural bent of mind, without which there is 
neither expreflion nor tafte. 

> Rome is the true fchool where a man is to 
form himfelf; but whatever pains are taken, 
no one will go beyond mediocrity, who is not 
poflefled of a genius for painting. 

It is time for me to hold my tongue, as a 
Confultor of the Holy Office is not a painter, 
and a man runs a great rifque, when he talks 
of what he is only imperfectly acquainted with, 
I am, Sir, &c. 


LETTER LXXXVL 

To Monjignor Aymaldi. 

Y OU have reafon, Monjignor , to be afto* 
niffied at the happy alliance, which is to 
unite, for the future, the Houfes of Bourbon 
and Austria. There are prodigies in politics, 
as well as in nature: and Benedict XIV, 
when he heard that furprifing news, had very 
great reafon to cry out: O wonderful alliance.* 

* 0 admirabile commercium . — The firft words of an anthem 
ufed in the fervice of Candlemas-day, fignifying the inex- 
preffible and incomprehenfibl^ union of the divine and hu- 
man nature in the perfon of Christ.— Thefe allufions are 
frequent among the Italians , and even the great Benedict 
appears to have been rather too fond of them. " 

Monftewr 
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Monfieur de Bernis has immortalized himfelf 
by that political phenomenon as having feen things 
in a truer light, than Cardinal de Richelieu. 

By means of this alliance, we fhall have no 
more any wars in Europe , till men grow tired 
of peace, and the King of Prussia, ever greedy 
of glory, {hall ceafe to feek after conquefts. 
But I fee Poland lie very convenient for him; 
and lince a Hero, equally valiant and fuccefs- 
ful, ever likes to aggrandize himfelf, he will 
one day or other feize on part of it ; be it only 
the town of Dantzick. Poland itfelf may 
perhaps contribute to' this Revolution, in not 
watching fufficiently over its own territories, 
and abandoning itfelf to a thoufand different 
factions. The fpirit of patriotifm among the 
Poles is not ftrong enough to make them 
defend their country at the hazard of their 
lives; they are too often from home not to lofe 
their national fpirit. The Englijh have principles 
to go on ; and therefore with them alone will 
the love of their country never be extinguifhed. 

Europe has had all along fome warlike 
Monarch, ambitious of extending his domi- 
nions and gathering laurels ; fometimes a Gus- 
tavus, fometimes a Sobieski, fometimes a 
Lewis the Great, fometimes a Frederic. 
Empires have been enlarged more by army, 
than by talents; for it hath been found that 
nothing has fo much efficacy as the law of the 
ftronger: it is a King's final anfwer , or fir ongejl 
reafonF 

* Ratio ultima regum . 

G g 2 We 
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We are here happily ftrangers to thofe ca- 
lamities. All is peace, and each one reliflies 
moft delicioufly the fruits thereof, as I my- 
felf, in a moft eminent manner, relilh the plea- 
fure of alluring you of my eft6em and at- 
tachment. 

LETTER LXXXVII. 

To the Abb& NicotiNh 

Sir, 

) T AM extremely concerned that I was nott 
L at the Convent of the Apoftles, when you 
id me the favour to call on me before your 
departure. I was, alas! on the banks of the 
Tiber , which the ancient Romans have mag- 
nified as much as they did their triumphs— 
In reality it is only ah ordinary river either 
for length or breadth. 

It is however a walk I am particularly fond 
of, on 'account of the ideas it raifes in my 
mind relative to the grandeur and decay of the 
j Romans. I call to my remembrance the time, 
when thofe haughty Defpots kept the Uni- 
verfe in chains, and Rome had as many Gods, 
as it had vices and paffions. 

I return after that to my lowly Cell, where 
I am taken up with Christian Rome, and 
where I, though the leaft in the houfe of 
God, labour for its advantage : ‘ but it is a 
talk-work, and therefore almoft always dif- 
agreeable : for in point of ftudy, a man gene- 
rally only loveS that which he does freely. 

I dard 
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I dare not mention the death of our com- 
mon friend ; it would be opening again a 
wound which fmarts too much. I tame too 
late to receive his laft words. The lofs of 
him is regretted like that of one of thofe rare 
men, who was too good for the age he lived 
in, and had all the candour of the firft ages. 
He is faid to have left behind him fome pieces 
of poetry, worthy of the greateft Matters. He 
never mentioned them, which is the more 
extraordinary, as Poets are not more filent 
with regard to their writings, than with re- 
gard to their merit. 

We have lately had here a fwarm of young 
Frenchmen ; and you mutt believe that I faw 
.them with great pleafure. My chamber was 
not big enough to hold them ; for they all 
did me the favour to come and fee me, becaufe 
they had been told, that there was a Friar 
in the Convent of the Apoftles, who was re- 
markably fond of France, and of every thing 
•that came from thence. They talked all to- 
gether, fo that the noife they made was ex- 
a<ttly like an earthquake, though it diverted 
me much. 

They are not very fond of Italy, becaufe 
it is not as yet perfe&ly Frenchified ; but I af- 
forded them fome confolation, when I affured 
them that they would one day accomplifh that 
Met amor phofis, and that 1 myfelf was become 
more than half a Frenchman . 

I have the honour to be, 8 cc. 

Rome, July 24, 1756. 

LET- 
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LETTER LXXXVIII. 

To Mr Stuart, a Scotch Gentleman . 
Sir, 

I F you were Hot in fbme manner affected by 
the mobility of the waves which furround 
you, 1 Ihould fharply reproach you with your 
inconftancy; for you cannot be allowed to for- 
get a friend, who has fo fincere an affedHon 
for you. Your behaviour recals to my mind, 
what I have often thought, that the principal 
nations of Europe may be compared to the 
dements. 

According to this' comparifon, the Italian 
refembles the fire,, which is always in motion, 
flames out and crackles; the German is like 
the earth, which, notwithftanding its denfity, 
produces good pulfe and excellent fruit; the 
Frenchman is like the air, the fubtilty of 
which leaves no trace behind it ; and the 
Englijbman the inconftant wave, which is 
changing its place every inftant. 

An experienced Mioifter, with addrefs, either 
chains down occafionally thefe -elements, or 
fets them on jarring -with one another, ac- 
cording to the intereft of his Mafter. This we 
have feen more than once, when Europe was 
On a flame, and all in motion for reciprocal 
injuries. 

Human policy fets' people at variance, or 
reconciles them, according to its own intereft, 
as it has nothing more at heart, than do- 
minion 
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minion and its own aggrandizement. On the 
other hand, Chriftiau Policy is a ftranger to 
the criminal art of fowing divilions, could , 
it reap therefrom the greateft advantage. I 
cannot fet any value on a Policy without 
equity, for it is downright Machiavelifm re- 
duced to pra<5tice : but I have a great opinion 
of a Policy* which fometimes quiet, and fome- 
times in action, fuffers itfelf to be governed 
by prudence; meditates, calculates, forefees: 
and after having called to mind what is pall, 
confiders the prefen t, perceives what is to 
come, and thus brings together all times* 
either to remain quiet, or enter on action. 

It is abfolutely neceffary that a good Poli- 
tician fhould be thoroughly acquainted with 
hiftory, and the age he lives in ; that he 
know the fcale of the ftrength, and mental 
abilities of thofe who appear on the fcene of 
the world ; fo that he may intimidate if there 
be weaknefs, relife if there be courage, take 
an advantage if there be rafhnefs. 

The knowledge of men, much more than of 
books, is the fcience of a good Politician. It is- 
of great importance in any bufinefs to have an 
exalt knowledge of thofe who are to be em- 
ployed and put on action. Some are only good 
at fpeaking, others have courage to alt; and 
all confifts in not miftaking their characters. 
Many a Politician mifearries by mifplacing his 
confidence. When a fecret has once flipped 
stway, there is no recovering it again ; and it 
would be better to commit a fault by too 

great 
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great refervednefs, than by an aft of impru- 
dence : wbat is not fpoken, cannot be written. 

The dread of being betrayed jrenders pu- 
fillanimous the man, who has too indifcreetly 
laid open his heart to others. There are oc- 
cafions, when a perfon ought to feem to fay 
every thing, though he fays nothing ; and 
to have addrefs enough to miflead without 
ever betraying the truth : for that is never 
to be violated. 

It is not weaknefs, but wifdom' to yield, 
when we cannot do otherwife. All depends 
on knowing well the moments of afting, and 
the difpofitions of the people we have to do 
with ; and on forefeeing, with certainty, the 
effeft a refiftance will produce on fuch a par- 
ticular occafion. 

Self-love is often prejudicial to Policy. When, 
hurried on by refentment, we are for triumph- 
ing over an enemy, we entangle ourfelves 
in fome troublefome affair, without forefeeing 
the confequences of it. 

We muff fhake off our paflions, when we 
would lead men, and oppofe only a cool head 
to people of the warmeft tempers ; and there- 
fore it is a common faying amongft us, that 
the earth belongs to the Phlegmatic .— Great mo- 
deration difconcerts the moft impetuous ad- 
verfary. \ 

We fhould have fewer quarrels and wars 
in the world, if people would but calculate 
how much it cofts merely to fall out and 
fight. It is not fufficient to have men and 

money 
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money at our difpofal, we muft Hkewife know 
how to employ them, and reflect that the 
chances are not always on the ftronger fide. 

We have had for a long while at Rome, 
only a temporizing Policy, becaufe we are weak, 
tod becaufe the courfe of events is the hap- 
pieft refource for thofe who cannot refill, to 
difentangle themfelves from difficulties. But 
as at prefent this is a fecret, of which nobody 
, is ignorant, and as our flownefs in determining 
is well known, it is not amifs, but even 
very proper, that a Pope Ihould from time to 
time know how to be refolate; not indeed 
for -contefted claims, but in things that are 
juft. Without this, the fovereign Pontiffs 
would be fure to be oppreffed, as often as 
they were threatened. 

Some nations unhappily Hand in need of 
•war to become opulent ; and there are others, 
to whom war brings certain ruin. And I con- 
clude from all this, that a Minifter who has 
the addrefs to take an advantage of thefe 
eircumftances, 16 a real treafure ; and when a 
fovereign is fo happy as to find fuch a one, 
he ought to keep him in fpite of all cabals. 

I have been prating on a fubject, which you 
underhand much better than I do ; but one 
•fen ten ce draws on another, and infenfibly a 
( tnan becomes bold enough to talk of what he 
IcnoWs nothing about. 

Such is the nature of letters : we begin 
‘them without knowing what we are going to 
Ay. When the foul come* to fold itfelf up 

H h again. 
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again, it is juftly aftonifhed at its own fecun- 
dity. It is a lively image of the production 
of a world from nothing; for, in fhort, our 
thought, which exifted not before, flarts forth 
on a fudden, and makes us feniible that Crea- 
.tion is not a thing impolfible, as fome modern 
Philofophers pretend. I leave you to your- 
felf ; you are much better there than with me. 
.Adieu. 

Rome, Aug. 22, 1756, 


LETTER LXXXIX. 

To the Rev. Father ***#, nominated Confejfor to 
the Duke 0/****. 

W H AT a charge ! What a burden ! — My 
deareft Friend, is it for your damnation 
,or for your falvation that Providence has pro- 
vided for you fo formidable an employment f 
; This thought ought to make you tremble. 

You alk me what you are to do to comply 
with the duties of your place ? — You muft bet- 
come an Angel. 

Every thing is a rock, every thing a fiiare 
for the Confeffor of a Sovereign Prince, if 
•he has not patience to wait the moments of 
God, and mildnefe to compaifionate the im- 
• perfections of others, and refolution to keep 
the paffions within bounds. He ought more 
.than’ any other to be filled with the gifts of 
,the Holy Ghoft, that he pour forth fometimes 
fear, fometimes hope, and always light. He 
, muft 
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muft have a zeal proof againft every trial, and 
a fpirit of juftice to make him weigh the in- 
terefts of the people, and of the fovereign 
■whom he diredts. 

He muft, in the firft place, endeavour to 
find out, if the Prince, whofe Diredtor he is, 
knows the duties of Religion, and his obliga- 
tions towards his fubjects : for alas! It is but 
too common a thing for a Prince to come 
from the hands of thofe who formed him, 
with no other fcience, than a very fuperficial 
knowledge of things. In this cafe, he is 
to oblige his penitent to feek inftrudtions, 
and to draw from the true fources, what 
Religion and Policy require of a man, who 
is to govern others ; and this, not by loading 
his memory with a multiplicity of reading, 
but by ftudying firft principles. 

You muft not be a ftranger to feveral ex- 
cellent works on this fubjedt. I know one 
which was made for Victor Amadous, which 
has no other fault, but that of being too dif- 
fufe, and Requiring too much. 

When the Duke has been folidly inftructed, 
{for he is not to be lulled afleep with trifling 
practices) you will recommend it continually 
to him to feek after the truth, and love it 
without referve. Truth ought to be the 
Compafs of Sovereign Princes. It is the way 
to bring down all Informers, and fuch as 
maintain their place at Court, only by knavery 
and flattery j and who (a thou&nd times more 
H h 2 dan- 
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dangerous than all other fcourges) ruin the 
Prince both for this world, and the next. 

You muft never ceafe infixing on the in- 
difpenfable necelfity there is of fhewing that 
refpeft to Religion which is due to it, not 
by infpiring a fpirit of perfecution, but by re- 
commending an Evangelical courage, which 
lpares the perfons, while it puts a flop to the 
fcandals. You mud often repeat to him, that 
the life of a Sovereign, as well as his Crown* 
has nothing to depend on, if he allows jells 
to be thrown out againll the Worlhip paid 
to God, and if he flops not the progrefl of 
IrreligiOn. 

You muft take care, by your Heady beha- 
viour, by your reprefentations, by your 
prayers, and even by your tears, that the 
Prince, under your direction, diftinguilh him- 
felf by his good works, and make them 
flourifli in his dominions, as the means of 
eftabliihing the tranquillity of the "Citizens, 
and promoting the happinefs of families, which 
are the true caufes of population. 

You muft often reprefent to him, that his 
fubjects are his children ; that he owes him- 
felf to them by night as well as by day; in 
a word, every moment, in order to com- 
fort and allift them : that he cannot impofe 
taxes, but in proportion to their riches and 
labour, and fo as not to reduce them to in- 
digence and defpair: and that he owes them 
fpeedy iuftice. 

Unlefs 
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Unlefs you engage him to fee every thing 
himfelf, you will only fulfil half your mini- 
ftry. The people cannot be made happy, but 
by entering into every particular regarding 
them, and thefe particulars cannot be known, 
without defcending down to the people. 

Let this people, (fo much defpifed by the 
great ones, who do not reflect that in a ftate 
all is the people, except the fovereign) be al- 
ways prefent to your mind, as a facred por- 
tion, which ought ever to employ the Prince’? 
thoughts; a portion, which is the fupport 
of his throne, and ought to be treated with 
the fame tendernefs as the pupil of the eye. 

Make the illuftrious perfonage, under your 
direction, fenfible, that the life of a fovereign 
is a life of labour ; that, diverfions are allows 
ed him only in the fame manner as they are 
allowed other men, that is to fay, by way 
of relaxation; and teach him, that he is to 
interrupt his leftures of piety, and even his 
prayers, when the ftate is to be afiifted. 

Speak to him of the terrible account he is 
to give to God of his adminiftration, and 
not of the fentence which hiftpry will pro- 
nounce againft wicked Princes after their 
death. It is not a motive fufficiently Chriftian 
to fix on this object the eyes of a religious 
Prince ; for hiftory is no more than the voice 
of men, and will perilh with them ; whereas 
an ever- living God, an ever-avenger of crimes, 
is what ought to regulate the conduct of a 
fovereign. It is of little confequence to the 

gene-; 
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generality of mankind, whether people fpeak 
well or ill of them after their death j but 
the fight of an inflexible, eternal Judge makes 
a dreadful impreflion on the mind. 

Never impofe any of thofe vague peniten- 
tial works, which confift in mere prayers j 
but apply proper remedies to the wounds that 
fhall be filewn you ; and above all things 
endeavour to difcoVer what is the predomi- 
nant and ruling fin. Without that, a man 
may hear Confeflions for an age together, 
and never know his penitent. — We muft al- 
ways go up to the fource of the evil, if we 
defire to ftop its courfe. 

Take particular care to confine yourfelf 
within the bounds of your Miniftry, and ne- 
ver meddle (I do not fay in any intrigue) 
but in any bufinefs of the Court. It is a 
fhatne to fee a Religious man, who ought 
not to be feen, but to reprefent Jesus Christ, 
dilhonour that auguft function by fordid in- 
tereft, or horrible ambition. 

Your whole delire, and all your views 
ought to have no other obj eft, than the fal- 
vation of the Prince, who gives you his con- 
fidence. Aftonilh him by a virtue, which is 
proof againft ‘every thing, and ever equally 
fupported. If a Confelfor renders not him- 
felf refpectable, and efpecially in a Court, 
where nothing but pretexts for not being a 
Chriftian are fought after, he authorizes vice, 
and expofes himfelf to contempt. 

Incul- 
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Inculcate earneftly into the mind of the 
Prince, that he has to anfwer to God for all 
the places he difpofes of, and for all the ill, 
which is done in them, if he make not a 
good choice of fuch as are to fill them. Above 
all things reprefent to him the danger of nor 
jninating ignorant or viqious perfons to Eccle- 
fiaftical dignities, and of feeding their love 
of eafe and their avidity by a plurality of be- 
nefices. Perfuade him to feek out merit, and 
’reward fuc,h as write for the public good, 
and in defence of Religion. Teach him to 
fupport his dignity, not by haughtinefs and 
pride, but by a magnificence proportionate 
to his territories, his ftrength and his reve- 
nue ; at ; the farpe time to defcend from his 
•rank in order to became a man with his peor 
•pie, and to ftudy their happinefs. 

Place often before A his eyes his duties and 
obligations, pot in a fevere tone, and with 
importunity, butwith that charity, which, 
as an effufipn of the Holy Ghoft, . never fpeaks 
bpt with prudence,, fazes thy proper moments, 
and turns them: to advantage.. When a Prince 
is convinced of the learning, and piety of a 
.Confeffor, fie hearkens to hinj with docility, 
.tinlefs his heart rbe depraved. 

. If he accpfe not himfelf of the effential 
.faults which are committed in the adminir 
.-ftration, you muff fpeak of them in general 
terms,, and yqu .will .infepfibly gain the point 
fo far, as to rnake him acknowledge what it 
f S of importance for you to know. You will 

pften 
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often inflft on the neceffity of hearing every 
•body, and fpee&ily doing them juftice. If you 
find yourfelf not difpofed to follow this plan* 
withdraw ; for thefe are precepts, which catt- 
not be tranfgrefied without rendering one's* 
felf guilty both in the eyes of God and mad. 

The function of an Ordinary Director at- 
tracts not the attention of the public ; but 
every body’s eyes are open on the conduct 
of the Confeffor of a fovereign Prince. He 
Cannot therefore be too exaCt in the tribunal 
of pen nance, in taking care that a peifon, who 
has, by his fcandalous life, rendered himfelF 
unworthy of approaching the facraments ki 
the eyes of the public, may not be feen to 
approach them. There are not two Goifpete, 
One for the people, ancf another for the fove- 
reign. The one and the other will be Equally 
judged by that unchangeable rule ; for the 
law of (he Lord remains for ever. 

Prihces ate not only the images of God 
by their power and authority, which they 
hold from him alone; they are fo. moreover 
by reafon of the virtues which they fhould 
have, in order to reprefent him. The people 
ought to be able to fay of their fovereign''; 
“ He governs us like the Divinity itfelf, with 
** wifdom, clemency and equity for fove- 
reigns are accountable 'for their conduct to 
•their fubjeCts, not indeed to lay open to them 
the fecrCts of their cabinet* bt»t to do nothing 
that may fet theta a bad exataple. 
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Above all thin js, take care not to adulterate 
the truth either through fear, or from any hu- 
man conlideration. There is no capitulating 
with the law of God ; it has the fame force at 
all times, and the fpirit of the Church is always 
the fame. It commends at this day the zeal 
of the great Ambrose, towards the Emperor 
Theodosius, as much as it commended it 
formerly ; for the Church never varies either 
in its morality or points of faith. 

I pray to God, with my whole heart, that 
he may fupport you, and enlighten you in 
fo troublefome a path, where you are not to 
be an ordinary man, but a heavenly Guide. 
Then will you live like a folitary in the midft 
of Grandeur; like a Religious man in a place, 
where ufually there is little Religion ; and like 
a faint in a land, which would devour the men 
of God, had not the Lord every where his 
Ele&. I embrace you, and am, &c. 

Rome, April 26, 17 55. 


L E T T E R XC. 

To the Prelate Cerati. 
Monsignor, 

T HE General Chapter of the "Dominicans 
is at laft concluded ; the Holy Father 
folemnly prefided at it ; and the Rev. P. Box - 
a dors, as diftinguilhed for his merit, as his 
birth, is chofen Superior- General. He will 

I i govern 
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govern with great wifdom and courtefy, like a 
man of fenfe, who. knows mankind, and that 
they were not ,made to be directed in a haugh- 
ty, imperious manner. 

Benedict XIV, who opened the felfion by 
a moft eloquent difeourfe, and extremely flat- 
tering to the Order of St. ‘Dominick , in which 
there have been all along great learning and 
eminent virtues, defired for General the Rev. 
F. Ricbini, a moft modeft and learned Reli- 
gious : but notwithftanding both his perfonal 
prefence and his wilhes, he could not fucceed. 

The Pope took the thing right ; and as he 
was coming away, laughing very heartily at 
his difappointment, he faid that St. Therefa 
having once afked our Saviour, why a cer- 
tain Carmelite , was not chofen, who, he had re- 
vealed to her, was to be General, he anfwered : 
“ It was my delire, but the Monks would 
“ not have it fo.” It is not furpriling, there- 
fore, added his Holinefs, that the will of his 
Vicar was ineffectual.— Every body knows, that 
the Holy Ghoft is too often refilled, and that 
man every day hinders the operation of God 
by his own preverfe will. 

Father Btmond is little regretted, though 
a very affable and a very virtuous man. He 
is reproached by fome of his Order, with 
blindly fuffering himfelf to be led by a Bren 
ther, whom I always miftrufted, becaufe he 
appeared to me a flatterer. There are lew of 
that character, who are not deceitful. A 
finooth, foothing language is feldom that of 
* fincerity. 
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fincerity. — I pity poor F. Bremond, without 
daring to blame him. Where is the man in 
office, who has not been deceived ? 

Injuftice towards the Great ones is a very 
common thing, and thofe, who are not Great 
themfelves, are particularly guilty of it. Peo- 
ple do not confider that a multiplicity of per- 
plexing bufinefs may be fome plea in excufe 
for them, when they do not fee every thing 
themfelves. Happy is he, who fees Dignities 
and Grandeurs only at a diftance, like a moun-., 
tain, which he would be unwilling to climb. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Rome , July 29, 175 6 . 


LETTER XCI. 

To an Englijb Nobleman. 

I Cannot conceive, my Lord, how you, who 
are fo well acquainted with the imperfec- 
tions of humanity, with the variety of opi- 
nions, with the capricioufnefs of tafte, and 
with the force of cuftom, fhould be fo much 
furprifed at our form of Government. I do 
not pretend to juftify it ; and the lefs fo as 
it is neither favpurable to Commerce, Agri- 
culture, nor Population, which precifely con- 
fiitute the effence of public felicity : but do 
you think that there are no inconveniences 
in other countries ? 

We are under a government, it is true, 
which is a Rate of Apathy, and confequently 

I i 2 excites 
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excites neither Emulation nor Induftry; but 
I fee you, Mr Englijhman , under the yoke of * 
a people who drag you whatever way they 
pleafe, and who, by the impetuofity of their 
difpofition, which is above reftraint, are in 
reality the fovereign. And I fee other nations, 
fuch as the Poles, under anarchy ; the Ruffians 
under a defpotic government, without men- 
tioning the Turks , who dare not even fpeak 
for fear of a Sultan , •who can do what he 
pleafes. 

It is commonly imagined, tho’ I know not 
for what reafon, that an Ecclefiaftical Govern- 
ment is a fceptre of iron : but whoever has 
read hiftory cannot be ignorant, that it was in 
reality the Chriftian Religion, that has abolifh- 
ed flavery: that in thofe countries, fuch as 
Poland and Hungary , where it unhappily ftill 
takes place, the Peafants who are under the 
government of the Bifhops, are not in a (late 
of Villanage; and that m fine, nothing can 
be milder than the government of the Popes. 
Refides that they are almoft never at war, 
being necelfarily Princes of peace, they trouble 
nobody either for taxes, or their way of 
thinking. 

There are certain Inquifitions, which have 
occafioned the Priefts to be branded with the 
name of Perfecutors. But befides that the 
Monarchs, who authorized thofe Courts, were 
as culpable as the Inftigators and Promoters 
of them ; Rome was never feen to indulge 
the barbarous pleafure of burning her Citizens, 

becaufe 
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becaufe they had not faith, or becaufe they 
let fall fome wicked words and difcourfe. Jesus 
Christ, when expiring on the crofs, far from 
exterminating thofe who blafphemed him, fo- 
licits their pardpn in thefe words : Father for- 
give them.* 

So much is certain, that if fome Minifters 
of God have now and then breathed carnage 
and blood, they have done fo through an en- 
ormous abufe of Religion, which being charity 
itfelf, preaches nothing but mildnefs and 
peace. 

It is to no purpofe for me to run through 
the different countries of the world, I fee that 
in the midft of our indigence and apathy, we 
lead the happieft lives of all. This indeed we 
derive from the temperature of our climate 
and the fertility of our foil, which fupplies 
us abundantly with all the neceffaries of life. 

If our government had more activity, there 
would certainly be more flrength and vigour 
in it, and the circulation would be greater in 
the Ecclefiaftical Rate. But who has told us, 
that the Government would not then become 
defpotic? The inactivity of the Popes, who 
are commonly too old to undertake and exe- 
cute great defigns, conftitutes at once both 
our misfortune and happinefs. 

They leave the fields to bring forth their 
fruits fpontaneoufly, without attending either 
to their culture or improvement ; but they 
pever crufh people with a load of taxes j and 

* Luke xxiii. 34 , 
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every one is fure of remaining quietly at home, 
without experiencing the leaft degree of op- 
preflion. 

Rich countries are taxed in proportion to 
their riches ; and I know not truly, whether 
it be better to be an inhabitant of a country 
flourifliing by its induftry, and to have fuch 
exorbitant taxes to pay, as leave but the bare 
means of a fubfiftence ; or to live in a place 
where there is no circulation, but where a man 
lives in a happy eafe. It appears to me, that 
every individual, taken feparately, would ra- 
ther choofe to gain little, and have nothing to 
pay, than to gain much, and to give almoft 
the whole away. I would rather have 
only five and twenty fequins to myfelf, than 
the pleafure of pofieffing a hundred, out of 
which I was obliged to pay away ninety. 

Men are commonly milled by fpecious ad- 
vantages in what they affert refpe&ing the 
different forms of Government. The world, 
taken in its totality, requires, no doubt, that 
men fliould labour, that they Ihould be a&ive, 
and give mutual help from one extremity of 
the earth to the other, in order tp keep up a 
correfpondence, and to maintain a juft equili- 
brium, or at leaft a happy harmony ; but that 
does not prevent the poflibility of there being 
a little corner of the univerfe happy, without 
taking part in all the enterprizes and revolu- 
tions of other countries : and we are this little 
fpot, where the ferpents of Difcord never hifs, 
and where Tyranny never exercifes its cruelties. 

The 
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The mind of man is reftlefs, becaufe it is 
perpetually agitated : it loves to fee countries 
always in motion. Thus Conquerors who ra- 
vage countries, who fack, who kill, yvho in- 
vade, pleafe mankind more, than thofe beings 
who, fixed to the fame fpot, lead a life ever 
uniform, ever tranquil, and never make a fhew 
of themfelves to mankind by their revolutions. 

Neverthelefs the life celebrated by the Phi- 
lofophers and Poets is not a life of tumult. To 
render man happy, they banifh from his heart 
both avarice and ambition ; and in this they 
agree with true Chriftians, who preach up no- 
thing but difintereftednefs and humility. 

I can allure you that I have often made an 
efiimate of every mode of government, and 
that. I fhould be much at a lofs to tell you 
which is beft. There is none which has not 
its inconveniences ; and this is the lefs to be 
pondered at, when we fee the univerfe itfelf,. 
though governed by Infinite Wifdom, fubject 
to the ftrangeft revolutions. People are fome- 
times crufhed with thunder, fometimes afflicted 
with calamities, and almoft ever diflrefled ei- 
ther by fhocks of the elements, or by fwarms 
of infe&s. In the heavenly country alone, 
every thing is perfect, and it is only there that 
we fhall experience neither evils nor dangers. 

A little lefs enthufiafm, Sir, for your own 
country, will make you own that there are abu- 
fes in it, as well as in others. But how can we 
require of an Engtijbman not to be Enthufiaft 
in favour of his> country ! You will tell me, 

that 


Digitized by Google 



» 


248 LETTERS of Let xcii. 


that the liberty and property of the inhabi- 
tants are particularly refpected in England; 
and I will reply to you, that thefe preroga- 
tives, which fd effentially coriftitute the hap- 
jrinefs of the fubject, and (hould always remain 
inviolate, are fo under the government of the 
Popes. There every one is allowed the peace- 
able enjoyment of his whole property, to go 
and come as he pleafes, without the leaft dif- 
turbance or moleftation. The arm of power 
is never felt in the Ecclefiaftical ftate ; and 
it may be faid, that the Rulers there put on 
rather an air of intreaty than of command. 
Do not conclude from thefe reflections, that 
I am an apologift for a government fo defec- 
tive, in many refpefts, as ours is ; I am as 
fenfible of thefe defects as you can be : but 
conlider that there is no form of adminiftra- 
tion in the whole world, of which we can- 


not fpeak both good and ill. Let the Repub- 
lican love a Common-wealth, let the fubjeCl 
of a Monarch love Monarchy ; and then every 
thing is in its proper place, As for me, I 
am in mine, when I allure you of the re- 


fpect, & c. 


Rome, Sept. 27, 1756. 


LETTER XC1L 
To # Physician. 

I T gives me the greateft concern, my dear 
Friend, that your domeftic affairs are (till 
in a bad way, and that your wife, by -her ex- 
travagance. 
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travagance, does every thing in her power to 
make them ftill worfe. Nothing but patience 
and mildnefs will ever be able to affect her. — 
Gain her confidence, and then you will obtain 
■whatever you pleafe. 

l A man ought never to make a wife un- 
eafy, whatever faults file may have; but all 
proper means are to be ufed to open* her eyes. 
He muff reafon with her; he even muff feem 
to enter into her views, without fhewing any 
difpofition to contradict her. Then by candid 
and qivil reprefentations, by a mild behaviour, 
by fenfible reafonings and effufions of the 
heart, the will, by degrees, be brought to 
relilh the morality preached to her. But a pe- 
dantic air and a moralizing tone, never fhould 
be affumed. 

Above all, never complain of your wife’s 
conduct before your children ; and ftill lefs, be- 
fore your fervants. They will contra# a habit 
of difrefpeCt, or even of contempt for her. 

Wives deferve confideration, the more fo as 
it is commonly the bad! humour of the huf- 
band, or domeftic vexations which make them 
peevifh. Their tender frame demands a re- 
gard, as well as- their fituation in life, which 
does not allow, them, to diflipate their cares fo 
eafily as men, whofe: lives arp divided between 
bufinefs, ftudy, and their different employ- 
ments. Whilft the hufband fallies forth either 
for bufinefs or. pleafure, the wife neceffarily 
remains confined at home, taken up with a 
hundered trifling, confequently, tirefome con- 

K k cernst 
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cerns. Women who love reading have a re- 
source : but one cannot be always reading. 
— Befides every woman, who reads much, is 
commonly vain. 

. I would advife you to recommend it to the 
Creditors to often dun your Lady, when fhe 
is in their debt. She will foon grow tired of 
iuch vifits ; and you will then take the op- 
portunity of fetting before her eyes, how great 
a misfortune it is to be in debt, when a pet- 
fon is unable to pay. 

You will affett her by fpeaking of her chil- 
dren,' for whom you muft lay up a fortune. 
She loves them tenderly ; and this motive will 
be the beft leffon that can be given her. 

- I was formerly acquainted with an old Of- 
ficer at Pefaro , who had much to fuffer from 
the paflionate temper of his wife. When fhe 
grew furious, he remained unmoved, and 
fpake not a word ; and this filent attitude foon 
calmed her rage. — Wrath is difarmed by mild- 
nefs. 

How pleafed am I, my dear Doctor, that 
I am married to my Cell ! She is a good com- 
panion that never fpeaks a word to me — who 
never tires out my patience — and whom I al- 
ways find the fame, at whatever hour I come 
home-— ever eafy, .ever ready to receive me. 
The (roubles of the Religious are mere no- 
things, when compared to thofe of people in 
the world : but every one fhould bear his mis- 
fortunes with patience, and confider that this 
life is not eternal. St Jerome . to fay, that 

he 
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he would adyife only thofe to marry, who 
were afraid in the night-time, that they might 
have a companion to keep up their courage ; 
but that as he was not fearful himfelf, he 
neyer had an inclination to marry. 

I am charmed that your elde£b fon has an 
uncommon fagacity. You muft roufe the ge- 
nius of the younger, as it is lefs unfolded, 
that it may fhew itfelf. The talent of a Father 
is to know how to multiply himfelf, and to ap- 
pear to his children under different characters ; 
to one as a rnafter, to another as a friend. 

The confidence which the principal people 
in the city repofe in you, does them honour. 
The frequent cures you have performed, muft 
make them fenfible, that the reproaches caft 
on Phyficians are not always well founded. 
It is the fafhion to be merry at their expence : 
but I am thoroughly convinced that there is 
more knowledge among them, than in almoft 
any other profeflion ; and that their fcience 
is not fo conjectural, as is generally believed. 
But man, ever ingenious in deluding himfelf, 
fays that it is always the Phyfician, and never 
Death that kills. Moreover, where is the 
man of learning, who is never miftaken ? The 
reafon why we find in books fo many fophifms 
and paradoxes is, that though a man knows 
a deal, he is not therefore infallible. 

What I fay to you, my dear Doctor, is the 
more generous on my part, as I enjoy the 
beft of health, and ftand not in need of a Phy- 
fician; I take my chocolate every morning : 
K k 2 I live 
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I live very temperately : 1 take a deal- of fnuff : 
I frequently take a walk : and with this re- 
gimen a man lives a century — But a long life 
is not my ambition. 

Continue to love me as your bfcft friend, 
as, well as that of your family, and as one 
who defires moft fincerely to fee you happy. 

My compliments to your dear fpoufe, whom 
I could with to fee as reafonable in her ex- 
pences, as you are. But that time will come. 
The happinefs of this life confifts in always 

hoping. Rome, Sept. 30, 1756. 



LETTER XCIII. 


To the fame. 

Y OU will fee, my friend, by the Memo- 
rials of your two Colleagues, which 
come with this, and who are tearing one ano- 
ther to pieces, that fhidy does not exempt us 
from the frailties incident to human nature. 

The learned, neverthelefs, ought to fet an 
example of moderation, and to leave quarrels 
and jealoufies to the vulgar, as their proper 
element. Every age has been productive, of 
literary combats, truly humiliating to reafon 
and fenfe. The merit of one is not the merit 
of another ? and I fee not, why envy fhould 
be fo enraged, as to cry down thofe, who 
have acquired a reputation. I could wifh ra- 
ther never to have read in my life, than to 

conceive 
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/ conceive the leaft hatred agaihft a writer. If 
he writes well, I admire him ; if he writes ill 1 , 
I excufe him, imagining to myfelf, that he 
has done his beft. The greater number of 
flender geniufes there are, who fet up for Au- 
thors, the more they deteft, and tear one ano- 
ther in pieces. Men of genius refemble Mat 
tiffs, who defpife the infults of little curs. 
Men who are truly great, make no reply to 
the cavils of Critics — The art of being filent, 
is the beft manner of anfwering fatires. 

Literature is more expofed to fkirmifhes 
than the fciences, becaufe it does not require 
the fame application of mind. The Learned 
in the fciences are fo abforbed in ftudy, that 
they have not ears to hear the rumours and 
murmurs of jealoufy : while thofe who apply 
only to literature, difperfe themfelves on all 
fides, like light troops, and are ever on the 
watch to know what paffes. 

Hence it is, .that the moft odious fkirmifhes 
are often found in the French publications ; be- 
caufe that nation commonly abounds more 
with men of literature, than men of deep learn- 
ing. Their fprightly and agreeable turn of 
mind leads them rather to literature, than to 
the fciences. They are afraid of forfeiting their 
liberty, and reftraining too much their natural 
gaiety, were they to give themfelves up to 
deep refearches, and tedious calculations. The 
man of deep learning, is almoft always a man, 
whofe name will be handed down to pofterity : 
the man of literature, is known in his own 

age 
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age alone : and as people are in a hurry to ac- 
quire a reputation, becaufe fclf-love prompts 
them to the prefent enjoyment of it, the man 
of literature, prefers the eclat of a day, to a 
glory that would laft for ages to come. 

I am exceeding glad, that your remonftran- 
ces have had their effect on your young 
fpoufe. She will perhaps at laft become a mi- 
fer: but that you muft prevent: for fhe will 
then ftarve you to death ; and all a Phyfician 
ought to know of a fpare diet, i$ when to pre- 
scribe it to his patients. 

I have fcarce time to read the work you 
mention ; but as you fpeak in fo high a ftrain 
•of its Latinity, I will endeayour to run it over. 
Some books I run over, in the twinkling of an 
eye ; others I dive into, fo as to lofe nothing : 
that depends on the fubjects of which they 
treat, and the manner in which they treat 
them. 

I like a work, whofe chapters, like fo many 
avenues, lead me agreeably to fome intereft- 
ing profpe<ft. When I fee the roads crooked, 
and the ground rugged, I tire at the firft fet- 
ting out, and proceed no farther, unlefs the 
importance of the fubjeft makes me forget the 
manner in which it is treated. 

I take my leave of you to vifit an Englijb 
nobleman, who thinks and {peaks like an Ef- 
j>rit fort. He cannot conceive how Rome can 
canonize men, who have led holy lives: as if 
we did not judge of perfons by their lives : and 

as 
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as if God had not promifed the kingdom of 
heaven to thofe who faithfully fulfil his law. 

I hope neverthelefs that the excellent work 
of the Holy Father on the Canonization of 
Saints will open his eyes. He has an infinite 
clteem for that Pontiff, and a high idea of his 
•Writings. Adieu. 

Convent of the H. dpojlles, Nov. 5, 1 756. 


LETTER XCIV. 

To the Abbit La mi. 

I Wifh, my dear Abbe, for the honour of 
your own country, and for that of Italy 
in general, that the hiftory of Tuscany, which 
is foon to be publifhed, may peife&ly corre- 
fpond to its title. 

What a noble matter to treat of, if the Wri- 
ter, with equal judgment and delicacy, makes 
the Arts fpring up in that country, where they 
had been buried for fo many ages ; and if he 
paints, in ftrong and lively colours, ‘the Fa- 
mily of the Medtcis, to whom we owe this 
ineflimable advantage! 

Hiftory brings tall ages and all men into one 
point of view, fo as to form a landfcape, which 
Agreeably attra<fts and fixes the eye. It gives 
colour to the thoughts, foul to actions, life to 
the dead, and makes them appear again upon 
the Theatre of the world, as if ftill living ; with 
this difference, that it is no longer to flatter 
them, but to judge them. 


Hiftorjr 
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Hiftory was heretofore badly written: nor 
do our Italian Hiftorians write well even at 
this day. They do nothing more than heap 
tpgether epochas and dates, without bringing 
us acquainted with the particular genius of 
each Nation, or each Hero. , 

Moft men confider hiftory, as they would do 
a. piece of ‘Flanders Tapeftry, juft giving a 
glance at it. They content themfelves with 
feeing figures Ihining by the brightnefs of 
the colours ; without thinking of the head 
which lketched out the delign, any more 
than they think of the hand that -executed it — 
And thus they imagine they fee every thing, 
when in reality they fee nothing it all.. 

I defy any man to improve by hiftory, who 
attends only to the Princes, Battles and Ex- 
ploits palling in review before him. But I know 
not any^book better calculated to inftruct, than 
hiftory, when a. perfon confiders the progrefs 
of events, and obferves how they were brought 
about: When he analyfes the talents and in- 
tentions of thofe, who put every thing in 
motion: when he tranfports himfelf to thofe 
ages and regions, where the memorable events 
happened. 

The reading of hiftory furnifhes an inex- 
hauftible fubjeCt for reflection. One fhould 
weigh every fact, not as a mere trifler who 
doubts of every thing, but as a Critic, who is 
unwilling to be deceived. . Young people fel- 
dom improve by hiftory, becaufe it is mention- 
ed to them only as a fpecies, of writing, calcu- 
lated 
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lated merely for the memory; whereas they 
ought to be told, that it is the foul, and not 
the eyes, which are to be employed in reading 
hiftorical works. 

Then they will fee men extolled, who were 
a difgrace to humanity ; others perfecuted, 
who were the glory of their country, and of 
■the age in which they lived. Then they be- 
come acquainted with the refources of Emula- 
tion, and the dangers of Ambition : then they 
difcover that intereft is the univerfal primum 
mobile in cities, courts and families. 

- Hiftorians but rarely make reflexions, in 
order to give their readers an opportunity of 
analyfing the perfons mentioned, and of form- 
ing a judgment of them. 

• There are, in all the hiftories in the world. 
Beings almoft unfeen, but who, neverthelefs, 
from behind the curtain, put every thing in mo- 
tion. They efcape not an attentive reader : he 
gives them the honour of what flattery too often 
attributes to men in power. Almoft all Princes, 
almoft all Minifters have a hidden genius, who 
puts them on aXion, and who can only be dis- 
covered by analyfing the Princes and Mini- 
fters in order to appreciate their worth. 

It may be faid with truth, that the greateft 
events, which aftonifti the world, are frequently 
brought about by men of an inferior rank, 
often very obfcure in their ftation of life, and 
their extraXion. Many women, who appear- 
ed only on the public ftage of life, as the wives 
of fuch a Prince, or of fuch an Embaflador, 
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and whofe names are not even mentioned in 
hiftory, have often been the caufe of the moft 
glorious exploits. Their counfels prevailed and 
were followed; and the hulbands had the 
whole honour of an enterprize, for which they 
were endebted to the fagacity of their wive?. 

TuscAny affords a thou&nd brilliant paf» 
fages in its hiftory, which an able hand might 
paint in a moft lively and linking manner. 
That part, which will give an account of the 
revival of the arts, and their reanimation all 
over Europe, by the family of the Medicis 
( Princes whofe territories were fo confined, and 
whofe power was lb fmall) will not be the 
leaft interefting. When I refled on that Epor 
cha, I fee as it were a new world ifluing 
out of nothing: a new fun arife to enlighten 
Nations. Ah ! why, my dear Abbe, have not 
you undertaken that work ? You would give 
it all the life, of which it is fufceptible. Adieu. 
I am befieged, but I will not be blockaded. 
— They are vifits of civility; and we muft be- 
have with good manners. 

Rome , Nov. 8, 17 56. 


LETTER XCV. 

„ To Count ***. 

I Cannot exprefs, my dear Count, all the joy 
I feel, when I refled that you are now 
marching on. with a Heady pace in the paths 
of virtue ; and that you are fo much mailer of 

yourfelf. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



Let. xcv. P. CLEMENT XIV. 259 

yourfelf, as to keep your fenfes— your paffions 
-L*your heart in perfect fubjedtion. 

■ Yes: we will make together the little ex- 
cUrfiOn we projected. Your company is my 
delight, fince you became a new man. 

I will, with pleafure, prefent you to the Holy 
Father On yotir arrival here ; and I can af- 
fure you he will be very glad to fee you, 
efpecially when he is informed that you are 
remarkably fond of good books. — You will 
find him as cheerful, as if he were only five 
and twenty. 

Cheerfulnefs is the balm of life ; and what 
makes me hope that your prefent pious difpo- 
fition will continue, is that you are ever of a 
cheerful' temper. We infenfibly tire of virtue, 
when we tire of ourfelves. Then every thing 
becomes a burden, and we conclude by giving 
into the molt gloomy mifanthropy, or excef- 
five diflipation. I approve very much of the 
bodily exercifes you take. They eafe the 
Jnind, and render it fit for any thing. I ufo 
them myfelf as much, as the retired ftate of a 
Religious man, will allow. 

When you -come to fee me, I will tell you 
every thing, which the irreconcileable March- 
hftiefs aHedges as an excufe for not feeing you. 
I always thought that her affedted devotion 
- would not let her do fo good an adtion. Va- 
nity prompts her not to change her conduct. 
You can form Ho idea how difficult it is for 
Certain Devotees to acknowledge they have 
done wrong. - > 
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As for you; flop where -you are. You have 
written to her; you have fpoken to her ; and 
that is certainly enough ; fince St. Paul tells 
us, that we muft be at peace with every body, 
if pojjible. He knew that there were people of, 
unfociable tempers, with whom it was impof- 
fible to live in a cordial manner. I embrace 
you with my whole foul, &c. 


LETTER XCVJ. 

To the Rev. Father Luciardi, a Bernabite. 
Rev. Father, 

Y OUR decilion is agreeable to the Coun-, 
cils; and I Jhould be much forprifed 
were it otherwife; as I have for a long time 
been acquainted with the extent of your learn- 
ing, and the precifion of your anfwers. 

Befides the excellent books, which are your 
conftant companions, you have,, always the 
Company of Rev. Father Gerdil, whofe learn- 
ing and modefty equally merit the greateft com- 
mendations— -Take care of your health both for 
the good of Religion, and our mutual ifttereft., 
The City of Turin, where you are $n inha-, 
bitant, undoubtedly knows the value; of pof- 
feffing you — for merit ; is there both eftdemed 
and cherilhed. , 

I fhould fcruple keeping you any longer 
from your ftudies and exercifes of piety. I 
therefore conclude, without ceremony, by af-, 

furing 
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Turing yon, that nobody can be more cor- 
dially, See. Rome, "Dec. 3, 175 5, 


LETTER XCVII. 

To the Dt reel or of a Nunnery. 

I DO not felicitate you on your employment ; 

but I will ftrive to perfuade you to acquit 
yourfelf with all poflible prudence and charity. 

If you follow my advice, you will very fel- 
dom go to the Parlour.* It is the place of un- 
profitable words, fmail Handers, idle reports j 
and an infallible occalion of exciting jealoufies. 
For if you fee one oftner than another, fome of 
them will be coming privately to hear what 
paffes, merely from a fpirit of curiofity. This 
will raife cabals and parties; and a thoufand 
con ft ructions will be put on the leaft word 
you fay. 

Secondly, you will never remove the vain 
fcruples, which will be frequently repeated to 
you, but by delpifing them, and by hearken- 
ing to them — only twice at moil. 

Thirdly, you muft accuftom the Nuns never 
to fpeak to you in the Confellional of any 
thing, but what regards themfelves : Other- 
wife they will make their neighbours confef- 
lion, and in only hearing the confelfion of 
3 «e, you will infenfibly learn the faults of the 
whole Community. 

* See note on letter a8. p. 73. 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, yoii muft labour kiceffautiy 
maintain peace in all their hearts, by coaftjjirtly 
repeating to them, that Jesus Christ is only 
to be found in the bofom of peaces 

You muft often reflect, with yourfelf, that 
if there be a/rfy? of the eyfs iti all itten, as St. 
John informs ps ; there i? alfo a tuft of the 
tongue and ears in many Nuns— But will you 
Katfe (kill enough ' to «Ure tfifem ? AlthOugJ 
it be not prbper to preffcribe a filfence, Whici 
would ftifle them ; it is at leaft neceffiry, that 
thofe ill-natured difcourfeS, which ‘attltxfe at 
the ekpencd of otir neighbour, fllould be in- 
terdicted. ' 1 ' 

HaVe regard to the weaknefs of' a fete, Which- 
requires grfeat condefcenfion iri the gaWeiSnttient 
cif it. An allowance muft fee hiade for poor 
rdclufe Women, Whore imagination is always 
at work— we muft not. add any thiilg t6 : 4 
Yoke, already heavy- 1 enough With the biirdeh 
of a perpetual folitude. . - 1 

Ohr Hefty Father 'kheW foSt WahtS j When 
he allowed them to go out once a year to vifit 
ofie another— hatever is dbhe from a’ prin- 
ciple of charity^ merits praifh. 

There will be fbtne ocCafiOns, On Which you 
muft arm yourfelf with refoltitidn: ; otherwife 
you Wfll'be difeffed, inftead 6f %£lrtg -a t)ir<Bor, 
ManjrNUiis are fottd'of guidihg him, who has 
thb care of their conference^ . -“-They do it With 
ah air of peifetft piety, without feenlirtg to in- 
tend it. -• 

- - - : - ■ If 
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If you flight the advice I have here givers 
you will repent of it; and if you have a 
nflnd to do ftill better, you will never be feen 
by them* but in the Gmfdfional, the Pulpit, 
and at the Altar— You will be much more re- 
fpected on that account. There are few Dir 
;re#ors, who lofe not a great deal by being too 
well known. It is a great fcience not to fhew 
one’s felf, but on proper occafions. Afk me 
nothing more; for with regard to this fubjeft 
you have the full extent of my knowledge. 
Adieu. 

Cment tf the *4poflles y ‘Dec. i 9 , i 7 $6. 


LETTER XCVJII. 

To Count Genob.1. 

Count, 

M Y books, my monadic exercifes, my em- 
ployment, all oppofe the pleafure I could 
otherwife take in coming to fee you. Refides 
what can you do with a Religious man, whofe 
time i$ perpetually divided between reading 
apd prayer, which would interrupt our walks 
and converfation ? 

I am fo habituated to my hours of folitude 
and work, that I flwuld think my exiftence at 
an end, were I once put out of my way. AH 
the happinefs of a Religious confifts in know- 
ing how to be alone— to pray — to ftudy. I 
have no other enjoyment j and I prefer it to all 

the 
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the pleafures of the world.’ I fet an infinite 
value on the convocation of a few learned 
men, or a few friends, provided always that 
they do not encroach on the diftribution I 
have made of my time. It never was my de- 
fign to make myfelf a flave to a minute of 
thofe hours, which are at my own difpofal, 
for I deteft every thing that is punctilious and 
trifling : but I love Order ; and I fee nothing 
but the love of Order, that can maintain the 
harmony between the foul and the fenfes. 

Where there is no Order, there is no peace 
of mind. Tranquility is the daughter of Re- 
gularity ; and it is by Regularity that a man 
keeps himfelf within the fphere of his duties. 
All inanimate Creatures preach to us an exact 
Regularity. The Planets perform their refpec- 
tive revolutions in periodical times; and the 
Plants affume a new life at the moment point- 
ed out to them. The inflant is known when 
Day is to appear, and it never fails : the mo- 
ment of Night is known, and then Darknefs 
covers the earth. 

The true Philofopher never inverts the or- 
der of time, unlefs forced to it by his occu- 
pations, or fome ufages or cuftoms require it 

To return to natural hiftory, which you 
mentioned to me, it is certain that we have 
ftudied it lefs than we have ftudied Antiquity, 
though the one be of far greater advantage 
than the other. Italy, neverthelefs, offers 
at every ftep enough to exercife, and even to 
fatisfy all the curiofity of a Naturalift. Phe- 
nomena 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



Let xcviii. P. CLEMENT XIV. 265 

nomena are obferved there, which are feen no 
where elfe, and which nations faid to be lefs 
fuperftitious than the Italians , would moft cer- 
.tainly take to be miracles. 

A French Abbe, who has been here Tome 
time, and whom I became acquainted with at 
Cardinal Fajfionei's, was in the greateft afto- 
niftiment at the wonders which nature here 
prefented to his fight. I fhall never forget 
having gone with him to the neighbourhood 
of the City of Mattei ; and although it is not 
far, the walk took us up near five hours ; 
for he flopped at every ftep. He is a man of 
great knowledge, and has fuch a tafte for 
natural hiftory, that he becomes glued to 
an infeft or a flint, and there is no getting 
him away. He looked fo long at every ftone, 
that I was apprehenfive, he would have become 
one himfelf: in that cafe, I own, I Ihould 
have been a great lofer, for his converfation 
is as engaging, as it is cheerful and lively. 
He is the fame perfon, who wrote againft the 
fyftems of Monf. Buffon. How much longer 
would he have flopped, had he been fo happy 
as to have had you for his companion l 

I have the honour, dear Count, to be, with 
the warmeft gratitude and the moft refpe&ful 
attachment, your very humble, &c. * 


Mm LET- 
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LETTER XCIX. 

To M. C*** an Advocate. 

O H ! Compliments indeed ! Did you know 
how I love them, you would never 
make me any. * 

What is reported refpe&ing the perfon in 
queftion, is grounded folely on envy and ma- 
lice. 'Where is the man in office, where is the 
writer, who has not enemies ? Libels and la- 
tires make no impreffion but on' weak and 
badly organized heads ; and it is a remark 
you will make, that thofe people, who them- 
felves have the greateft defeats and vices, al- 
ways moft eafily give credit to calumny, and 
fhew the greateft repugnance to fee thofe, 
who have been ill ufed. 

But mifreprefentation is fo much in vogue, 
that, according to the remark of the Holy 
Father, a thoufand recommendations are ne- 
ceffary to determine a man in power to favour 
any one j and one word is enough to make 
him change his mind, and put him in a paf- 
lion. This is the greateft proof of the depra- 
vity of the human heart. 

We lhould be under a neceffity of feeing 
nobody, were we to lhut our doors againft 
every one who is fpoken ill of. Raffi judg- 
ment is the thing we are moft to guard againft. 
It is ffiameful to condemn a brother, when wc 
have not even proofs fufficient to acctife him. 

Prepoffeffion againft others will damu the 
greater part of the Grandees, and efpecially 

the 
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the bigots among them, who confider it as 
an aft of piety to give credit to all the ill 
they hear of their neighbour. They affect 
not to know that God exprefly forbids us to 
judge, that we may not be judged ; and that 
a man is lefs .criminal in his eyes, who has 
committed a fault for which he is humbly 
forry, than a man who raflily accufes his bre- 
thren. 

The firft rule of Chriftian charity is, that a 
perfon ought not to believe the ill of his neigh- 
bour, which he has not feen ; and that if h^ 
has feen it, he ought to hold his tongue. 

Moreover, if the perfon, you are advifed 
not to fee, feeks the company of good people, 
it is a certain proof, that he is not fo much of 
a libertine, as he is reprefented, or that he de- 
figns to change his conduft. Perhaps his fal- 
vation may depend on the good example you 
will fet him; therefore do not difcourage 
him. 

Charity judges not like the world ; for the 
world has fcarce ever miffed judging wrong. 

I am, &c. 

Convent of the Holy Jpoflles. 


LETTER C, 

To the Abb} L***. 

S INCE you confult me. Sir, refpefting the 
Difcourfe I lately heard, I will anfwer you 
with my ufual fincerity, that I found fome ex- 
M m 2 cellent 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



269 


Let. ci. 


LETTERS of 

cellent things in it, but that I do not like that 
affectation which enervates. One would im- 
agine, that it was a work made up at a La- 
, dy’s toilet, and that it had been painted. For 
the future, let your foul fpeak when you 
mount the pulpit, ' and you will fpeak well. 
Wit and ingenuity ought to be only the border 
of a picture, and you made it the ground of 
your Difcourfe — To be a good Orator, a man 
ought to take a middle way between the Ita- 
lians and the French, that is to fay, he ought 
neither to be a giant nor a dwarf. 

Let not the tafte of the age corrupt you ; if 
you do, you never will be able to get rid of 
that affected, high-flown eloquence, which 
puts both thoughts and words to the rack. 
It is of 1 great importance to a young man of 
talents to receive fuch advice, and above all 
to take it ; your modefty aflures me you will 
do fo. I am, Sir, with all poflible defire of fee- 
ing you a perfect Orator, your very humble, 
&c. 

Rome, the io (h Infant. 


LETTER CI. 

T° Prince SantSevero. 
Excellence, 

I Continue to admire your new difcoveries. 

You bring forth a fecondUniverfe from the 
former, by whatever you create. This makes 
pur Antiquarians go mad, who perfuade them- 

felves, 
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felves, that nothing can be interefling or beau- 
tiful, but what is very old. 

It is undoubtedly right to efteem Antiquity ; 
but I do not think that we ought to become 
Haves to it fo far, as to extol beyond bounds a 
thing of no value in its felf, merely becaufe 
it was taken out of Adrian's gardens. 

The Ancients, like us, employed very com- 
mon things for the ordinary ufes of life ; 
and if they are to be valued in proportion to 
their being old, the Earth, in that refpeft, 
merits our firft homages, as no one affuredly 
will conteft its antiquity. 

I can neither bear with Enthufiafts, nor thofe 
who are quite unaffected with what they read. 
It belongs only to fuch, as keep the medium 
between thefe two extremes, to fee things 
and to judge of them, as they ought. The 
indifference of the unaffected deprives them of 
tafte and curiofity ; both of which however 
are requifite to examine and to pronounce. 

The Imagination, when it is under no 
government, is jiill more dangerous than in- 
difference. It caufes dazzlings, which cloud 
the fight, and darken reafon. Philosophy it- 
felf, every day, feels the effects of its too fatal 
impreffion ; though that wanton jade never 
ought to have any empire over it. Sophifms, 
paradoxes, captious arguments (the retinue 
of all our modern Philofophers) have no 
other origin than the Imagination. She is 
wound up according to the different whims; 
and has no longer any regard either to expe- 
rience or truth. Your 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



2 70 LETTERS "Let. ci. 

Your Excellence mult know thefe writings^ 
as you have frequent opportunities of reading 
the productions of the times. England, which 
on account of its phlegm, one would believe 
gave lefs into Imagination than other coun- 
tries, has publifhed to the world fome of the 
molt extravagant ideas, Their Philofophert 
have dreamed even more than ours ; for it was 
neceflary they Ihould ufe greater efforts to 
lay afide their natural character, which is that 
of gloominefs and taciturnity. Their imagina- 
tion is like a new-lighted coal-fire, the vapour 
of which ofFends the brain. 

The faying, that “ the Imagination is the 
mother of dreams,” is well founded. It pro- 
duces even more than the Night itfelf: and 
they are the more dangerous, as when people 
indulge them, they think they are not dream- 
ing ; whereas the morning undeceives us with 
refpe<ft to the illufions of fleep. 

I ftill fear left your Chemical experiments 
Ihould hurt your health : they fometimes pro- 
duce dreadful accidents. But when a Natural 
Philofopher is making any new effay, he pur- 
fues it without fear of the confequences, as an 
Officer, carried away by his valour, throws 
himfelf at random amidft the fire of the enemy. 

I have the honour to be with equal refpedt 
and attachment, &c. 

' Rome , Jan. 13, 1757. 


LET- 
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To a ¥ relate. 

Mons'ignor, 

J OIN with me in vindicating the memory 
of Sixtus Quintus. I was yefterday for- 
ced, in fome degree, to be in a paffion, when 
it was afferted to my face, that he was a cruel 
Pope, and a Pontiff unworthy to reign. It is 
furpiifing how much this character, which he 
never deferved, continues to be given him, 
and how much it gains ground. 

Is it then allowable to condemn fo great a 
man, without calling to mind the times he 
lived in, and reflecting that Italt then fwarm- 
ed with robbers : that there was lefs fafety in 
Rome itfelf, than in a foreft : and that the 
molt virtuous women were infulted even at 
noon-day? — The feverity of Sixtus-Quintus, 
which is improperly Ityled cruelty, would be, 
at leaft, as 'pleating to God, as the piety of 
Pius V. 

; In the reign of fbme certain Popes we have 
feen thoufands of men affaflinated, without 
the Murderers ever being puniflied. Then 
might it truly be faid of thofe Popes, that 
they were cruel. But it was an act of juftice, 
and zeal equally advantageous to the public 
and pleafing to God, when SrxTUs-QuiNTus 
put about fifty robbers to death, in order to 
re-eftablilh manners in the midft of the cities, 
and fecurity in the heart of the countiy, at 
a time when there was no longer any law, 

good 
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good order or government. I ligh, I own, 
when I fee great men become the jeft of ig- 
norant and prejudiced Writers. More than 
once has Pofterity itfelf, which is called an 
impartial judge, been milled by the reflexions 
of a feducing hiftorian, who, without a com- 
milflon, placed himfelf on the bench, and pro- 
nounced a fentence, grounded folely on his 
own prejudices. 

It is vain to cry out, calumny ! The im- 
prelfion is made — the book is read ; and the 
multitude form their judgment only from 
what w T as firft written. Thus has Gregorio Lett 
rendered Sixtus-Quintus odious throughout 
all the regions of the Univerfe, inftead of re- 
prefenting him as a fovereign, who was forced 
to intimidate his people, and to reftrain them 
by the greateft examples of feverity. 

Nothing is more to be dreaded by all ranks 
of people than a Government too remifs and 
eafy. Crimes make a thoufand times more 
victims, than well appointed punilhments. The 
old Teftament is full of inftances of juftice 
and terrour ; and God himfelf (whom un- 
doubtedly nobody will accufe of cruelty) or- 
dered them. 

I will certainly come and fee you very foon. 
That you may depend upon, as well as on 
the affeXion, with which I fhall be all my 
life, &c. . 

Convent of the H. dpoft, dpril 2, i 75^* 

LET- 
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LETTER CIII. 

*To a Young Religious. 

T HE advice you alk me, my dear Friend, 
with refped to the method of purfu- 
ing your ftudies. muft be analogous to your 
. difpofitien and talents. If a livelinefs of ge- 
nius be your prevailing character, you muft 
temper it by reading works, in which the 
Imagination comes $fc.for a fmall {hare : if, on 
the contrary, you be flow of thought, you 
muft enliven your mind by familiarizing your- 
felf with books full of fire. 

Do not overload your memory with dates 
and fads, before you have ranged your ideas 
in a certain order, and acquired a juftnels of 
reafoning. You muft accuftom yourfelf to a 
methodical way of thinking, and to difiipate, 
though without any great efforts, all the chi- 
meras that rulh on your mind. — Whoever 
thinks only after a vague manner, is fit for 
nothing — becaufe nothing can fix his attention. 

The bafis of your ftudies ought to be the 
knowledge of God and of yourfelf. If you 
dive into yourfelf, you will there difcover the 
Agency of him, who created you : and if you 
reflect on the errors of the Imagination, and 
the wanderings of the heart, you will feel the 
neceflity of a Revelation, which has revived 
the law after a more efficacious and lively 
manner. 

Then may you give yourfelf up, without 
referve, to that fcience, which by reafoning 
N n and 
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and authority, leads us into the fan&uary of 
Religion. There you will drink of the heaven- 
ly doctrine publifhed in the facred books, and 
interpreted by the Councils and Fathers of 
the Church. 

By reading them, true eloquence will be- 
come quite familiar to you ; and you will early 
begin to take them for models, fo as after- 
wards to meet with fuccefs in your manner 
of writing and preaching. 

Make ufe of the intervals of time between 
your different exercifes, to caft an eye, now 
and then, on the fined; fragments of the Ora- 
tors and Poets, after the example of St. Je- 
rome'. that is to fay, not like a man, who 
greedily feeds on them, but like one, who 
culls from them whatever may contribute 
mod to the embellidiment of his dyle, and 
makes ufe of them to promote the glory of 
Religion. 

The Hidorians will afterwards take you, as 
it were, by the hand, and lead you from age 
to age, to point out to you the different events 
and revolutions, which have all along agitated 
and bufied the world. This will afford you ah 
uninterrupted means of knowing and adoring 
a Providence, which directs and governs all 
according to its defigns. 

You will fee, almod in every page of hif- 
tory, how Empires and Emperors have been, 
in the hand of God, indruments of judice or 
of mercy — how he raifes them — how he pulls 
them down — how he creates them — how he 

dedroys 
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deftroys them, himfelf remaining unchange- 
ably ftill the fame. 

Read over again in the morning, what you 
had read the preceding evening, that your 
reading may be properly digefted, fixed 
in your memory, and arranged in a certain 
order. Never fail to make the ..reading of a 
grave and folid work, fucceed that of a book 
which aboupds with imagination, that you 
may not become a party-man. 

This practice renders more temperate the 
thoughts, which the productions of a mind 
too much fublimated throw into' a Hate of 
fermentation: it lowers and fettles a genius, 
which too often fuffers itfelf to be carried be- 
yond its proper fphere. 

lake every poffible opportunity of enjoying 
the converfation of men of learning. Hap- 
pily Providence has provided for this : as, in 
moil of our houfes, there are found Religious, 
who have purfued their ftudies in a proper 
manner. 

Neglect not the company of old men. Their 
memory, furniflied with many facts, of which 
they were witneffes, is a magazine which 
may be rummaged to advantage — They are like 
fome old worm-eaten, dully, ill-bound books, 
which, neverthelefs, contain excellent matter. 

Have no paffion for any particular work— 
any particular author— or any particular fenti- 
ment — left you become a party-man : but pre- 
fer one author to another, when you judge 
Jiim to be more folid - and more . excellent. 

N n 2 Pre- 
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Prepofleffion and prejudices are to be guarded 
againlt with the utmoft precaution ; but, un- 
fortunately, the more a perfon ftudies, the 
more he fuffers himfelf to be carried away 
with them. 

We are identified, and become as it were one 
and the fame man with an author, who has faid 
good things; and, infenfibly, the panegyrifts 
and adorers of all his opinions, though forqe 
of them may be very Angular and fantafticab 
— Guard againft that misfortune, and ever be 
more the friend of Truth, than of Plato or 
Scot us. • 

Refped the fentimeats^jf the order of which 
you are a member, fo far as not to attack re- 
ceived ideas ; but be not a Have to them. We 
are immoveably to hold only to what is of 
Faith, and confecrated by the univerfal Church. 
I have feen Profeffors, who would have died, 
rather than abandon fome fchool-opinions : my 
behaviour towards fuch men, was to pity them 
and Ihun them. Apply no further to Scholaftic 
Divinity, than it may be neceffary for under- 
ftanding the jargon of the fchools, and re- 
futing fophifts: for it is fo far from making 
an effential part of Theology, that it is no 
more than the outer-bark of it 

Avoid difputes: they clear up nothing; 
neverthelefs know, on proper occafions, how 
to maintain the truth and attack error with 
the arms which Jesus Christ and his Apoftles 
have put in our hands, and which confift in 
mildnefs, perfuafion and charity. The minds 
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of men are not taken by affault ; but we fuc- 
ceed in gaining them over, if we know the 
art of insinuation. 

Dread fatiguing the faculties of your foul 
by giving yourfelf up to intemperate ftudy — 
each day’s trouble is enough. Never there- 
fore entrench on the morrow, by prolonging 
the ftudies of the night, except when necellity 
requites it. 

' A man, who regulates hi* time, and com- 
nonly allots only fome hours to work, goes 
on fafter, than he who heaps one moment on 
another, and knows n»t when to flop. He 
who follows no order*^n ftudying, ends in 
being no more than a mere title-page of 
books, or a library turned topfy-turvy. There- 
fore love order, but without being punctilious, 
that you may put off your work to another 
time, when you are not difpofed for ftudy. A 
iludious perfon is not to labour like the ox con- 
ilrained to trace the furrows in a plowed field, 
nor like a mercenary, who is paid by the day. 

To be continually ftriving againft reft and 
Sleep is a bad cuftom. Whatever is done un- 
willingly, is never well done ; and when a man 
is too earned in writing, he hurts his health. 

There are certain days and hours, when a 
perfon is not difpofed for work ; and then it is 
a madnefs to offer violence to himfelf, unlefs 
he be in extreme hurry— The books are few 
which do not fmell of a painful compofition, 
becaufe people too often write when they 
ought to take their reft. 

It 
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It Is a great art, in order to fucceed in our 
liudies, to know when to begin work, and 
when to leave off : without this, the brain is 
heated, the mind is either abforbed or evapo- 
rated, and our productions are either languid 
or extraordinary. Learn to make a good 
choice of the works you read, that you may 
know only what is worth knowing, and make 
a good ufe of it. Life is too Ihort to lofe any 
part of it in ufelefs ftudies — Unlefs we make 
hade to learn, we grow old without learning 
any thing at all. 

Above all, beg of Cod to enlighten you : 
for there is no knowledge but through him ; 
and whoever follows not his light, is in dark- 
nefs. 

Dread becoming learned, for no other end 
than that of acquiring a reputation : for be- 
fides that knowledge puffs up, and charity edi- 
jies *, a Community is hurt, when a mem- 
ber makes a parade of his learning. 

Let events take their courfe, and your own 
merit fpeak for you, in order to your advance- 
ment. If employments come not to feek you 
out, be content with that which is the loweft — - 
and, take my word for it, it is the beft. 

I am never better pleafed than, when after 
holding our Chapters, I have no other dig- 
nity, but the honour of exifting. I then con- 
gratulate with myfelf for having refufed what- 
ever was offered me, and for having nobody 
to govern — but myfelf. 


x Cor. viiL x. 


The 
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The advantage which accrues from "the 
love of ftudy, and from converfing with the , 
dead, is a thoufand tinies greater than the 
frivolous glory of commanding the living. 

The fineft command is that of reftraining the 
fenfes and paflions, and of maintaining the 
foul in that fovereignty which is its due. 

Add moreover, that the man who applies 
to ftudy, knows not what it is to be tired of 
himfelf. He thinks himfelf young, when he 
is already old : the little buftles of the Cloifter 
are ever as far off from him, as the hurry 
and embaraflments of the world. 

I exhort you therefore, my dear Friend, 
not only for the advantage of Religion, not 
only for the good of our Order, but even for 
your own fatisfa&ion, to give yourfelf up to 
a ftudious life. With a book — a pen— and 
your own thoughts— you will be happy and 
content, wherever you are— Both the under- 
ftanding and the heart of man are an afylum, 
when he knows how to retire to either. 

I feel with pleafure, the great confidence 
which you repofe in me, as you might, 
v preferably, have addreffed yourfelf to the 
Fathers Colombini, Marzoni, Martjnelli. 

They are really men, who for their learning 
and talents, are capable of giving excellent 
counfel. Adieu* and believe me your Servant 
and good Friend. 

Rome, June 7, 1757. 


LET- 
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LETTER CIV. 

To the Rev. Father ***, a Religious of the Con- 
gregation of Somafcha* 

T HE lofs the Church has- juft fuffered in 
the perfon of Benedict XIV. affeCts 
me the more, that in him I have loft an excel- 
lent Protector. I came back to Rome in 1 740 - 9 
the firft year of his Pontificate; and from 
that time he never ceafed honouring me with 
his kindneffes. If you are inclined to make 
his funeral oration, you will have the fineft 
fubjeCt you can defire. Certainly you Trill 
not forget that he performed his ftudies \rith 
your Congregation in the Clementine -College r 
and that you gave him the firft fketeh of that 
fublime and vaft knowledge, which makes him 
a Doctor of the Church, and will one day 
afiociate him with Bernard and Bonaven- 

TURE. 

Take care in this funeral oration, that your 
mind be elevated equally with your Hero; 
and that the greatnefs of foul, which cha- 
racterized him, may be expreffed in a becom- 
ing manner. 

Aim at being the Hiftorian, as well as the 
Orator, but fo, that there be neither lan- 
guor nor drynefs in your narrration. The 

# A Congregation of Religious men, founded in the fix- 
teen th Century, by Jerome JEmilianii a noble Venetian. 
The defign of this edifying inflitute, is the care of poor Or- 
phans of both fexes. It was made a Religious Order by 
Pius V. Jerome was canonized by Clement XIV. 

attention 
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attention of the public muft be perpetually 
kept awake by great flrokes, worthy of the 
majefty of the pulpit, and the fublimity of 
Lambertini. 

You will in vain call to your affiftance all 
the figures of Rhetoric, if they come not to 
feek you out. Eloquence is never beautiful, 
but when it flows from the fource, and arifes 
from the grandeur of the fubjeft— Forced elo- 
giums are amplifications, not elogiums. 

' Bring forth from the cinders of Bene- 
dict XIV a virtue which may feize your 
hearers, and transform them into himfelf, that 
they may be filled with him alone. Ufe no 
trivial details; tell no out of the way ftories 
about him, employ no bombaft or bloated 
phrafes. Blend, as much as poflible, the fu- 
blime with the temperate, in order to form 
thofe pleating fhades, which give a grace to 
Difcourfes. Endeavour to choofe a happy 
text, which may announce at once the whole 
plan of your Oration, and perfectly characte- 
rize your Hero. The Divilion is the touch- 
ftone of a Panegyrift: the Difcourfe cannot 
be beautiful, if that be not happily chofen. 

Strew morality with diferetidn, fo that it 
may feem to come and place itfelf; and that 
people may fay : “ It could not be better than 
“ where it was: that was its place ” 

Dread all common places ; and contrive fo, 
that every body may fee Lambertini, with- 
out perceiving the Orator. Praife with equal 
delicacy and fobriety ; and give a fpring to 
O o you* 
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your praifes, which may make them re-afcend 
to God. , 

Unlefs you move the foul by happyfurpri- 
fes, and noble images, your work will be no 
more than an ingenious compofitioij : and in- 
stead of erecting a Mau/oleum, you will only 
have written an Epitaph. 

Above all, addrefc yourfelf to the hearts of 
your Audience ; fill them with fuch alarming 
truths, as may detach them from this mortal 
' life, and may make them de&end into the 
tomb of the Holy Father. 

Pafs lightly over the Infancy of your. Hero: 
all men are alike until the moment reafon 
begins to fhoot forth its rays. Let not your 
fentences be either too long, or too fhort t 
there is nothing nervous in a Difcourfe, when 
parcelled out into fhort fentences. 

Let your Exordium be pompous, without 
being inflated; and let your firft period ef- 
pecially announce fomething grand. I com* 
pare the exordium of a funeral oratiort to the 
portico of a Church : If I find majefty there, 
I form an idea of the beauty of the whole 
Edifice. • - ■ - 

~ Exhibit, in the ftrongeft manner. Death 
overturning Thrones, cruihing feepters, tramp- 
ling on Tiaras, withering Crowns ; and place 
over this wreck the genius of Benedict, as 
having nothing to fear from the deftru£live 
hand of time ; as defying death to tarnifh Ms 
glory, and efface his name. 

. Enter 
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Enter into a detail of his virtues ; give aft 
analyfis of his writings ; and every where 
hibit a fublime foul, that would have illo- 
nifhed Fagan Rome , that edified ChrifHan Rome, 
and attracted the admiration of the Univerfe.^ 

In a word, lighten — thunder — but intro- 
duce fuch fliades, as may caufe the light to 
iflue out with greater brightuefs, and form 
the moll ftriking contrails. 

My imagination is on fire,* when fo great 
a Pope as Benedict, is mentioned-*— a Pon- 
tiff, whofe lofs is regretted by the Proteflants 
themfdves, and whom nobody, but a Michael 
Mngelo could paint. 

If I have enlarged upon this fubjecl, it was 
becaufe I know you can eafily lay hold of 
whatever I recommend to you. A funeral 
Oration cannot be beautiful, but in propor- 
tion to its being picturefque, and unlefe 
energy and truth hold the pencil. The 
greater part of elogiums go down to the grave 
with thofe whofe elogium they are, becaufe 
they are no more than an Ephemeran piece of 
Eloquence — the production of wit — and whole 
glittering is no more than tinfel. 

I fhould be mad to fee Lambertini praifed 
by an Orator, who was barely elegant. — 
Every one ought to be ferved according to 
their tafte ; and his was ever fure and good. 

Get to work, my dear Friend. I will with 
pleafure fee what you throw on paper, as I 
am convinced it will be fo many flalhes of 
fire, which will confume every thing unwor- 
O o 2 thy 
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thy of fuch an elogy. I judge from the pro- 
ductions you have heretofore communicated 
to me, and in which I obferved great beauties. 
It is time that ottr Italy fhould lofe its con- 
cetti, and afitame a mafculine and fublime tone, 
analogous to true eloquence. 

I am endeavouring to form, by my couh- 
fels, fome young Orators,- who are at the 
pains of taking my advice ; and I do all I can, 
to put them out of conceit with thofe extra- 
vagances, which are continually introducing 
into our Difcourfes the burlefque in conjunc- 
tion with the fublime. Foreigners have reafon 
to be fhocked at fo monftrous an allay. The 
French efpecially know nothing of fuch a 
ftrange whim. Their difcourfes indeed are 
often fuperficial, and have lefs of fubftance 


than furface, but we commonly find among 
them a well fupported ftyle.— Nothing is more 
ihocking, than to foar above the clouds, only 
to fall down afterwards with a thump. 

My compliments to the little Father, who, 
but for his deplorable ftate of health, would 


do wonders. 


BfOme, May 10 , 1758 .. 


LETTER CV. 

*To the * 4 bb(> Lami. 

Y OU will undoubtedly, dear Abbe, aor 
nounce in your fheets the death of the 
)ftoly Father. He yvas a man of learning, who 

ha* 
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has a claim to a place in all periodical works, 
and to whom all writers owe elogiums. 

He maintained his cheerfulnefs to the daft, 
ib that a few days before his death, fpeaking 
.of a Tbeatiue , the procefs of whofe Beatification 
:was to be drawn up, he laid : “ Great fervant 
of God, cure me ; as you aft towards me, 
fo will I ad towards you: for if you obtain 
for me the recoyery of pay health, I will 
beatify you.” 

The analyfts of his works will require fuch 
a one as you, to give us an account of them. 
It would be proper alfo to give fome extra&s, 
which may fall into the hands of fuch, as 
have not time to read a great deal, or are 
not able. to purchase Folios. 

Above all his Treatife on the Canonization 
of Saints *, ought fo be fpread abroad every- 
where. Befides that he therein talks like a 
Phyficiap, a Lawyer, a Canonift, a Theolo- 
gian, the fubjpd he treats is commonly little 
underftood. 

The Public imagines that nothing more is 
required, than to fend money to Rome in 
brder to procure a Canonization : whereas it 
is notorious, that the Pope does not make 
the leaft profit of it, and every poflible means 
are employed to avoid being deceived in fo 
important an object 

* Abbe Baudeau has publifhed an abridgment of that 
learned Treatife in i Vol. i and it is fold by Lottin, jun. 
at Parix. 

This 
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This is fo true, that Benedict XIV, for 
whofe death we now mourn, being, then Prv- 
moler of the Faith , defired two fenfiblc Englijb 
Gentlemen (who were paffing their jokes on 
the Canonization of Saints) to diveft theft*- 
fdves of all prejudice, and to read, with the 
utmoft attention, the verbid procefies relating 
to the caufe of a fervant of God, whom it- was 
propofed to beatify. They confented to do fb; 
and after having read, for feveral days together, 
with the moil critical difpofition, the proofs 
and evidence, which afeertained his fenffity, 
and all the means made ufe of to arrive at the 
truth, they faid to Monfigmr Lambertini: “ If 
the fame precautions, the feme examinations, 
and the fame feverity be ufed with regard to 
all who are canonized, there is no doubt, -but 
that things are carried even to demonftration, 
and evidence itfelf.” Monfignor Lambertini 
anfwered : “ Well, Gentlemen, hotwithftand- 
ing whatever you may think of it, the Con- 
gregation rejects thele proofs as infufficrcnt ; 
and the procefs of the Beatification will Hop 
there.” 

It is impoflible to exprreis their furprife oh 
this ; occalion ; and they fet off from Rome, 
thoroughly convinced, that people are not 
canonized on flight grounds, and that there 
are no means either eafy or difficult, which 
are not employed to come to the knowledge 
of the truth. The Beatification of a Saint, is 
a caufe, which continues pleading often above a 

century 
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century together, and the perfon, who is com- 
monly called the TXevil's ~4dvocate> never fails 
collecting every, teftiittony to the difadvantagc 
of the fervant of God, and to make ufe of the 
ftrougeft proofs, and the moft weighty objec- 
tions to invalidate his fanCtity, and to diminiifc 
the worth of his aCtions. There are many 
reputed Saints, who neverthelefs will never 
be beatified, becanfe the. tdHmonies in favour, 
of their fanctity are not fufficient. Not only 
Ample virtues’ are requifite (as you know 
very well) not only Ihining virtues ; but even 
iuch as are heroic , and uninterruptedly prac- 
ticed to the hpur of death in a moft eminent 
degree.* 

• The teftimony of miracles is alfo infilled on, 
whatever Unbelievers may fay of it, who at- 
tribute every miracle to an over-heated imagi- 
nation, or to the effeCts of fuperftition : as if 
God could be chained down by his own laws, 
and was not at liberty to fufpend their execu- 
tion — In that cafe, he would have lefs power 
than the moft infignificant Monarch — But 
what truths are not denied, when a perfon is 
blinded by a corruption both of underftanding 
and heart f 

- God often manjfefts the finclity of his fer- 
vaata by cures ; and if the prodigies operated 
loan after their death, continue only for a time, 
and then ceafej the reafon is, that the Deity 
comes not forth from his fecret place but at in-. 

* Id gradu heroico. 

tervals. 
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tervals, and only to fhew that his power is 
ever the fame ; and that he is able to glorify 
his faints, whenever he pleafes. 

Our Conclave is as yet only in labour; and 
it will not be known to the laft moment, as 
nfual, who is to be the new Pontiff. The 
whole city is now taken up with conjectures, 
bets and pafquinades, — fo it has been from 
times of old, and (he cultom will not be 
foon laid aiide. 

For my part, in the midft of this hurry, 
I am at Rome , as if I were not there ; only de- 
firing, if poflible, that we may have another 
Lambertini : nor do I quit my cell, but for 
bufinefs or relaxation. It is there I enjoy my 
books — myfelf — and relifli the reflections of 
dear Abbe Lami, whofe very humble Servant 
I immutably am, &c. 

Rome , May 9, 1758. 

\ 


LETTER CVI. 

'10 the fame. 

W E have at laft gotten for head of the 
Church Cardinal Rezzonico, Bifhop 
of Padua , who has taken the name of Cle- 
ment XIII, and who will edify the Romans 
by his piety. It was contrary to his inclina- 
tions, and after many a tear, that he accepted 
of his dignity. What a poll, when a man is 
defirous of complying with all the duties of it ! 
He muft be at the call of God, of every body 

and 
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and of himfelf ; he muft be folely taken up 
with thefe important duties ; and have nothing 
but heaven before his eyes, even in the midft 
of earthly concerns. The dignity he enters 
upon, is the more to be dreaded, as he fuc- 
ceeds Benedict XIV. and to appear great 
after him, will be very difficult. 

Clement XIII continues Cardinal Archinto 
Secretary of State. He has no better means 
of endearing himfelf to the crowned heads, 
and of rendering his Pontificate illuftrious. A 
fovereign Prince muft either make choice of 
an excellent Minifter, or do every thing him- 
felf. Benedict XIII was the moft unhappy 
of mankind for having placed his confidence 
in Cardinal Cofcia : and Benedict XIV the 
happieft in having had Cardinal Valenti for 
his Minifter. 

It is the effential intereft of every fovereign, 
and efpecially of a Pope, to have proper peo- 
ple about him. The good fenfe and know- 
ledge of the moft clear lighted Prince is im- 
pofed on, if he fuffer himfelf to be dazzled. 
Then brafs becomes gold in his eyes ; and he 
fljpports thofe men, whom he has once taken 
under his protection, whatever the confequen- 
ces may be. 

An ability to difcover the different difpofi- 
tions of people is a qualification fcarce any way 
lefs neceffary for a Prince. No one dares at- 
tempt to impofe on a 'Monarch, who is known 
to be a man of penetration : while he, who 
fuffers himfelf to be led, becomes the tool of 

P p thofe ' 
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thofe about him. Some Sovereigns have done 
more mifchief through indolence and weak- 
nefs, than through downright wickednefs. A 
man grows tired with repeating afts of cry- 
ing injuftice ; but he does not tire with feel- 
ing and feeing nothing. 

The weaker a Prince is, the more defpotic 
he will be : for as authority is never loft ; 
Minifters feize on it, and become tyrants. 

Another qualification, which I confider as 
effential to good government, is to allot to 
every one his proper place. The government 
of the moral world is like a game at chefs, 
where every piece is moved in order, and ac- 
cording to its rank. If one pawn be moved in- 
ftead of another, there enfues nothing bqt 
confufion. 

A Sovereign is not only the image of God 
by the eminence of his rank : he ought more- 
over to be fo by his underftanding. David, 
though only a Shepherd, had a fuperior light 
to direct him: and that he fhewed, as foon 
as he became King. 

A Prince who is barely good-natured, is 
no more than what every man ought to be : 
and a Prince, who fhews nothing but feverity, 
has not, for his fubjects, the love he owes them.. 

But, alas ! How finely we atoms talk of 
the duties of Royalty : and, were we invefted 
with it, we fhould not know how to a<ft. The 
difference between talking and reigning is 
great. Nothing oppofes us, when we fuffer 
our minds to take wing, and allow our pen? 
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to run on : but when a man finds himfelf 
overpowered with bufinefs, environed with 
rocks, furrounded with falfe friends ; laftly 
overloaded with debts, and the moft weighty 
duties ; he is frightened ; he dares attempt no- 
thing : and, from an indolence, natural to all 
men, he trufts the concerns of government to 
fome fubaltern, and thinks only of the plea- 
fure of enjoying and ruling. 

Certain it is, that the art of governing is 
very difficult. If a perfon enjoys an heredi- 
tary Crown, he knows the Grandeur of it, 
without knowing the detail of a kingdom j 
and is eafily deceived. If on the other hand, 
he obtains an elective Crown ; he enters on a 
fovereignty, to which he has not ferved an 
apprenticeffiip ; and he appears a borrowed 
perfonage, both in the midft of honour, and 
in the centre of bufinefs. 

When a man is placed on a throne in the 
decline of life, he is fit for nothing but to be 
made a ffiew of. There is nothing he dares 
undertake : every thing frightens him : every 
thing infpires him with indolence ; efpecially 
if he knows not who is to be his fucceffor. 
— Such is the fituation of Popes, if they be too 
old: they are then incapable of applying to 
the concerns of Church and ftate. 

But there ever will be abufes in the world : 
if there be none here, there are fome elfe- 
where : for imperfe&ions are the appendage of 
humanity. “ There is no place, but the holy 
“ city, fays the Great Augustine, where 
P p 2 “ every 
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** every thing will be in order, at peace, and 
“ in charity : for there God alone will reign.** 
I fhall go and pay my refpefts to the new 
Pontiff, not like a Religious , who wants to 
fliew himfelf, but in quality of a Confultor of 
the Holy Office. He does not know me, nor 
will I put myfelf to any expence to make my- 
felf known. I like to remain covered with the 
duff of the Cloifter; nor do I think myfelf any 
way diflionoured by it. 

Adieu. Continue to keep up, for our fakes, 
the good tafte of the Medicis; and your me- 
mory will be long preferved, though that gives 
you little concern. I am, &c. 

Rome, July 15, 1758. 


LETTER CVII. 

To a Prelate. 

I Humble myfelf, Monftgnor, as much as 
others would value themfelves, for the 
moft Eminent dignity, to which the fovereign 
Pontiff has juft raifed me. I thought I was 
going to leave Rome, from the manner in 
which this extraordinary event was notified 
to me ; ' nor am I yet recovered from my a- 
ftonifhment. 

It is the Order of St. Francis, of which I 
have the honour of being a member, that was 
defigned to be recompenfed in my perfon : but 
I take no fhare of it to myfelf. I barely lend 
my name : for the more I confider myfelf, the 

more 
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more I fee that I had no direft nor indirect 
claim to the Cardinalate, either from birth or 
merit. 

If any thing can afford me comfort in the 
midft of the flurry which agitates my mind, it 
is to fee myfelf affociated with the illuftrious 
perfonages, who compofe the facred College ; 
the latchet of whofe Jboes I am not worthy to 
untie*. I fancy, that by partaking of their 
virtues, I may at laft acquire fome of my 
own; and that by converting with them, I 
may come to imitate.them — We imperceptibly • 
copy after thofe, with whom we affociate. 

I have told my dear Brethren, that I neyer 
will be a Cardinal with refpect to them, but 
that they fhall ftill ever find in me Brother 
Lawrence Ganganelli ; for it is to them I owe, 
whatever I am ; and it was the habit of St. 
Francis , that purehafed me the honours of the 
Purple. 

You know me well enough to be convinced 
that I am not dazzled with my new dignity. 
The foul takes no colour; and it is only 
through it that we are of any value in the 
eyes of God. The Lord, by making us to his 
own image and likenefs t bellowed more on us, 
than all the dignities of the world can confer. 
To find myfelf great, it is in that light only 
I muft fee myfelf. The purple, bright as it is, , 
was not made for my eyes, happily accuftomed 
to fee nothing, but Eternity. This point of 

# Matt. iii. nj 

view 
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view makes all Grandeur furprifingly diminu- 
tive: neither Eminence nor Highness can 
ftand in competition with an immortal life, 
where nothing Great is feen, but God alone. 

I confider Dignities as only a few more fylla- 
bles added to an Epitaph, from which no one 
can draw any vanity; becaufe the buried man 
is even below the Infcriptions read on his tomb. 

Will my alhes have any more feeling, though 
they be qualified Eminent ? Or fliall I be better 
off in Eternity, when fome feeble voice on earth 
Ihall fay : Cardinal Ganganelli ; or a perilhable 
pen write it? 

A new dignity, and efpecially that of the 
Cardinalate, which brings along with it a mul- 
titude of obligations, is always a new burden. 
There are as many duties to fulfil, as there are 
occafions in which a perfon is to fpeak his min'd 
without any human refpects, or confiderations. 

I order matters fo as to perceive, as little as 
poflible, my ltrange Metamorphofis. I Ihall 
live, as heretofore, in the Convent of the 
Apoftles, among my dear Brethren, whom I 
have always tenderly loved, and on whofe 
company I fet the greateft value. 

If I quit my dear Cell, in which I have en- 
joyed more contentment than all the Kings of 
the earth, it is only becaufe I muft have more 
room to receive thofe, who will do me the fa- 
vour to come and fee me : but I will often fay 
to it : May my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth , if I ever forget thee ; * I will often go to 

* Pf. cxxxvi. Vulg . 

fee 
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fee it, and there recall to my remembrance the 
many days, which have vanifhed like a dream. 

I fti all therefore change nothing in my way 
of life ; and my dear Brother Francis fhall 
make up my whole houfehold. He is ftrong, 
he is vigilant, he is zealous ; he will do for 
every thing. My Individuality has received nei- 
ther more extent nor bulk fince I was made a 
Cardinal ; and I do not therefore fee what oc- 
cafion I have for more attendants. 

Oh ! I was once a good walker ! And my com- 
fort is, that I fhall ftill walk. I will only fuffer 
myfelf to be drawn, when the Ceremonial re- 
quires it ; and will become Brother Ganganelli 
again as often as I poffibjy can. No man likes 
to quit himfelf, efpecially when he has lived 
fifty-four years without ceremony, and at 
perfect liberty with himfelf. 

I hope you will come and fee, not the Cardi- 
nal, but Brother Ganganelli. The former will 
never be at home for you ; the latter will al- 
ways be there, to repeat to you, that what- 
ever poft I occupy, I will, without ever ceaf- 
ing, be your fervant and friend. 

Rome , Oft. 1, 1755). 

LETTER CVni. 

To a Conventual Friar . 

I Have not as yet, my old brother and friend, 
received the packet you fent me ; but I 
know how to be patient, though I am natural- 
ly 
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ly of a hafty temper. Our whole life is nothing 
but a feries of contradictions and difappoint- 
ments, which we muft learn to bear, unlefs we 
would difturb our peace and hurt our health. ' 

Father Georgi, ever the honour -of the 
Augustinians, ever beloved by all that know 
him, has not feen the perfon you mention : 
that perfon’s paffage through the town was 
too precipitate to admit of the fatisfaCtion of 
an interview. He faw Mr. Tifot , Procurator- 
General of the Prieftsof the Million, whom I 
infinitely efteem on account of his perfonal 
merit, on account of his being a member of a 
body that preaches the Gofpel to the poor with 
the greateft fuccefs ; and laftly, on account of 
his being a Frenchman. 

I muft tell you, that fince my promotion I 
experience a lingular lort of combat within 
myfelf : Cardinal Ganganelli reproaches Bro- 
ther Ganganelli for bis too great fimplicity; 
and, withftanding all the refpect which is due 
to the Purple, Brother Ganganelli gets the bet- 
ter of the Cardinal. — 1 choofe to live as I have 
hitherto lived, always poor, always retired, 
and much more with my brethren, than with 
the Great ones. It is a matter of tafte ; for 
I am far from attributing my way of thinking 
to a virtuous difpofition. 

This at leaft is certain, that I never lhall be 
able to affume that cold or haughty air (call it 
■Which you pleafe) with which men in power 
generally receive perfons of low birth, who 
have any thing to do with them. To make 

me 
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me any perfon’s equal, it is enough that he 
falute me, fpeak to me, or pay me a vifit* 
Is it poffible that one man fhould put on a 
proud ftately look when he is to fpeak to ano- 
ther man ; or that a Chriftian fhould ftudy his 
expreflions, his geilures, his Heps, his letters, 
for fear of appearing too modeft in his beha- 
viour towards his brethren? Is it poffible for 
any one to refufe giving an anfwer to a per- 
fon, becaufe he has no titles to fhew ? Were 
the pooreft wretch on earth to do mfe the fa- 
vour to write to me, I would anfwer him 
immediately; and fhould look on myfelf as 
very guilty in the eyes of God and man, were 
I to omit that dutyj No foul is contemptible 
in the eyes of Religion and Humanity. No- 
thing, in my opinion, is fo little, as a Great 
Man governed by pride. 

I enlarge on this article, to give you to un- 
derftand, that the man, in whofe behalf you 
intereft yourfelf, may come to me any time he 
pleafes, and I fhall be entirely at his fervice. 
He will meet with no worfe reception from 
Cardinal Corjini, whofe civility correfponds 
•with his noble extraction. 

If too great affability be a fault, all the Car- 
dinals may be charged with it. Pride and 
haughtinefs are rarely found among them — 
Happily there is not a- Foreigner but who does 
us juftice in that point. 

You will oblige me very much in letting 
Signor ^Antonio know, when you fee him, that 
the Cardinal Datary will not forget his affair. 

C^q Take 
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Take care of the fmall {hare of health you 
enjoy : lit up lefs at nights, walk out oftner, 
and take lefs Coffee. It is the ufual beverage 
of the Studious; but it burns up the blood; 
and then pains in the head, in the throat, in 
the breaft, are dreadfully felt. I am not, how- 
ever, fo great an enemy to Coffee, as Mr 
Thierry , the Pretender's Phyfician, who for- 
merly lived here, and gave it as his opinion, 
that Coffee was a real poifon. 

Your little Nephew came to fee me on 
Thurfday. His underftanding is as lively as 
his eyes. He tore one of my books in fport: 
it is to be hoped he will hereafter have more 
refpeft for them. He told me, moft ingenuouf- 
ly, that he would be a Cardinal. I like to fee 
the minds of children unfold themfelves : it is 
the eye or bud of a fruit, that begins to open, 
and gives pleafing hopes. He was for faying his 
Breviary with me. Alas ! His innocence would 
be more pleafing to God than all my prayers ! 
I fent my Chamberlain home with him; but 
I could not^get him away, till I had given him 
a pair of beads. He told me he would come 
Tor another pair to-morrow. That was pretty 
in a child only five years old. God' grant he 
may be one day like his Father! Adieu: I 
embrace you with all the fulnefs of my heart. 

Rome , Jan. 8, 17 60. 


LET- 
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LETTER CIX. 

To a Protejlant Minifler. 

I AM extremely obliged tp you, my dear 
Sir, for the concern you take in my health. 
It is (thanks be to heaven) very good ; and 
would appear to me ftill better, could I em- 
ploy it in any thing agreeable to you.— The 
pleafure of obliging ought to be found in all 
communions. 

I wilh, with my whole foul, I could con- 
vince you, that I bear all men in my heart ; 
that they are all of infinite value to me, and 
that I refpeft merit, wherever it is to be found. 
If your Nephew come to Rome, as you give 
hopes he will, he fhall find in me a perfon 
the moil ardent and moft defirous to teftify 
to him all the affettion I bear to you. 

The Church of Rome, my very dear Sir, fo 
perfectly well knows the merit of the greateft 
part of the Minifters of the Proteftant Com- 
munions, that fhe would felicitate herfelf for- 
ever to fee them in her bofom. Paft quarrels 
wopld, be no more thought on ; nor would 
.thofe tenjpeftuous times be recalled, when 
every one, -^ryrried away by pafiion, broke 
through the rules of Chriftian moderation : but 
the queftion would be, to unite in oi\e Faith, 
grounded on Scripture and Tradition, fuch 
as it is found in the Apoftles, the Councils 
and Fathers. No one fighs more than I do at 
the thoughts of what you fuffered in the laft 
Q_q 2 ‘ Century 
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Centiiry. — A fpirit of perfecution is what I 
utterly deteft. 

How much would not people gain by a. 
happy re-union ? It is then, if neceffary, I 
would tell the laft drop of my blood to run 
out, and be concerned that T had not a thou- 
fand lives to give, fo that I might die a wit- 
nefs of that wonderful event ! That time will 
come, my dear Sir, becaufe a time neceffarily 
will come, when there will be only one and 
the fame Faith. The Jews themfelves will 
come into the bofom of the true Church ; and 
it is with this firm hope, grounded on the fa- 
cred Scriptures, that they are tolerated in the 
heart of Rome , with the full exercife of their 
Religion. 

My foul (God knows it) is entirely yours ; 
and there is not that thing in the world, 
which I would not undertake to prove to you, 
as well as to all yours, how dear you are to 
me. We have the fame God for our Father, we 
believe in the fame Mediator, we acknowledge 
for inconteftable the articles of the Trinity, 
the Incarnation, and our Redemption ; and 
we, one and the other, fincerely defire to go 
to heaven. But in point of Dodtrine there 
are not two ways of getting thither. There 
muft be a Centre of Unity on earth, as well 
as a Head to reprefent Jesus Christ. The 
Church would be really without formi un- 
worthy of our homage and fidelity, were it 
no more than a body without a head. 

The 
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The work of the Messiah is not like that 
of men. What he has once eftabiflied, muft 
laft forever. He could not ceafc for one in- 
ftant, to affift his Church ; and you, Sir, are 
a man of too much learning, to confider the 
Albigenfes as the pillars of truth, to which you 
are to hold. Do me the pleafure to acquaint 
all your brethren, all your flocks and all your 
friends, that Cardinal Ganganelli has nothing 
fo much at heart as their happinefs in this 
•world and in the next ; and that he could wifli 
to be perfonally acquainted with them all to 
aflure them of it. Nothing can be added, &c. 

Rome, Jan. 30, 1 769. 


LETTER CX. 

To Count ***. 

I Inform you, my dear Friend, in the folitude 
where you have been for fome weeks, that 
the fame Brother Ganganelli , who always ten- 
derly loved you, is become a Cardinal , and 
that he himfelf knows not how, or why. 

There are certain events in the courfe of 
one’s life, which cannot be accounted for. 
They are brought about by circumftances, and 
ordained by Providence, which is the principle 
and caufe of every thing. 

Let what will happen, whether in purple or 
out of purple, I fhall be no lefs entirely yours, 
and lhall be always pleafed to fee you, and to 
oblige you. 

I fome- 
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ffometimes feel my pUlfe, to know whether 
-it be really myfelf or not ; fo truly furprifed ana 
I, that the lot which raifed me to one of the 
greateft dignities, did not preferably fall on 
fome of my brethren— There are feveral whom 
it would have perfectly become. - 

Every body, fays, fpeaking of the new Car r 
dinal Ganganelli : “ It is incredible that he 
ihould amve at that dignity without fome in- 
trigue or cabal it is however very true that 
there was neither. 

> - Oh! my books! Oh! my cell! I know what 
1 leave, but know not -what I am to find ! 
Alas ! Many- a troublefome Vifiter will come 
and make me lofe my time : many an inte- 
refted foul will pay me feigned homage. 

As to you, my dear Friend, perfevere in 
virtue. A man is above all dignities, when 
he is fincerely virtuous : perfeverance is pro- 
mifed only to a diftruft of ourfelves, and to 
flying from the occafions of fin — Whoever is 
prefumptuous is to look for a' relapfe. 

When I confider that the public papers will 
deign to take notice of me, and tranfmit my 
name beyond the ^ 4 lpet , to inform different na- 
tions when I have the fpleen, or when I have 
been blooded, I laugh for pity’s fake. Dignities 
are fnares made bright and glittering in order 
to catch people. Few know well the difgufts 
and troubles of grandeur : a man is no longer 
’ at his own difpofal j and let him ad as he will, 
he has enemies. 

I am 
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I am of St. Gregory of Nazianzum's way 
of thinking: he imagined, when the peo- 
ple flood in -a row to fee him pafs, that they 
took him for fome extraordinary animal. It is 
a cuftom, I own, that I do not like; and if 
that be what is called Grandeur , I would with 
pleafure bid it adieu. I confider all men as my 
brethren ; and am pleafed beyond meafure, 
when the pooreft of them draw near or fpeak 
to me. 

It will be faid that I am vulgar in my ways ; 
but that is a reproach I do not mind ; I fear 
nothing but pride. Pride is fo. fubtle a vice, 
that it will do !what it can to get within me, 
and to lay hold of me : but I fhall fee that all 
within me, and all that furrounds me, is no- 
thing— That is the belt way to keep off felf- 
love. 

Do not take it into your head to make me 
any compliments, when you come to fee me ; 
it is a commodity I am not fond of, and efpe- 
cially from a friend. But here come vifits, 
that is to fay, the thing 1 hate moft, and which, 
for fome days pad, have rendered, me infup- 
portable to myfelf. Grandeur has really its 
clouds, its flafhes of lightning, and its whirl- 
winds like dorms : I wait for a calm, and a 
moment of ferenity. I am without referve, 
and beyond all expreffion, as' heretofore, your 
good and true fervant, & c. 

. Rome, Oil. 3, 17 59. 


LET- 
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LETTER CXI. 

To Cardinal Cavalchini. 


Most Eminent, 

Y OUR recommendations are orders; nor 
can I fleep with eafe till I have complied 
with your defires. Your Eminence cannot af- 
ford me too many opportunities of teftifying 
the full extent of my efteem and attachment — 
By becoming your brother, I am become more 
than ever your fervant. 

It would be proper that you and I had a 
private conference together relative to the af- 
fairs of the Church. Your zeal for the in- 
terefts of Religion is boundlefs ; and it is 
the only objedt which, ought to employ my 
thoughts. We are not Cardinals merely to 
impofe on people by outward ftate and fhew, 
but to be the pillars of the Holy See. Our 
rank, our drefs, our functions, put us in 
mind that w'e ought to do every thing (accord- 
ing to the defigns of God, and the wants of 
Ills Church, even to the Ihedding of our blood) 
to come to the affiflance of Religion. 

When I fee Cardinal de Tournon fly to 
/ the extremities of the globe, to preach and 
maintain the Gofpel in its purity, his glorious 
example fets me all on fire, and I find myfelf 
difpofed to undertake any thing. 

The Sacred College has ever had men 
eminent for their knowledge and zeal, and 
we ought to ftrive to continue and renew the 

fuc- 
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fucceflion. It is not human Polity which is 
to regulate our fteps, but the Spirit of God, 
that Spirit without which all our actions are 
barren, and with which whatever we do is 
right* 

I know yotir piety, I know your learning; 
and that, at a proper time, and in a proper 
place, you will know how to fpeak yotir mind 
without fear. 

Some people are for making the Holy Father 
take filch fteps as he may repent of hereafter : 
for they are no longer the fame men who 
are about him, fince the death of Cardinal 
.ArchinTo; and this may be attended with 
the moft difagreeable confequertces. People 
are not fo dependant on the Holy See as for- 
merly ; and prudence requires, that regard 
fhould be had to times and circumftahces. 
When Jesus Christ recommends to Ills Apof- 
tles to be ftmple as doves , he adds : and prudent 
as ferpents .* One imprudent ftep on the part 
of Rome, in fiich critical times as thefe, might 
become the occafion of much trouble. Bene- 
dict XIV himfelf, though expert at concilia- 
ting minds, would have been at a lofs ; but 
he would have taken care not to violate the 
rights of the crowned Heads. 

The fubjcct we have to treat on is of a deli- 
cate nature. We muft not offend either the 
Holy Father or his Council, and, at the fame 
time, take fuch meafures, that he may not give 
ear to every thing that is faid to him. As his 
* Matt. x. i<. 

- Rr intentions 
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intentions are pure, he does not fufped that 
he can be impofed on. He ought however to 
balance the advantages and inconveniences of 
what people are for having him to do. Who- 
ever does not take care to calculate before- 
hand, is always fure to mifcarry. 

He affeds to open his heart to certain Car- 
dinals, and to communicate nothing to others. 
Portugal will never defift from its prefent 
way of thinking, and I fee that the other 
kingdoms will fuppoxt it, and confirm it in 
its opinion. 

The Monarchs live not, as formerly, uncon- 
neded with one another; they are all in 
friendlhip one with another, and they really 
ad towards one another with fuch brotherly 
affedion, that whoever has the misfortune to 
offend one of them, offends all ; and inftead 
of having only one enemy to deal with, he 
has all Europe againlt him. 

Will the Holy Father, through an indifcreet 
zeal, ftruggle againft all the Potentates ! Will 
he level his thunder at the Eldest Son of 
the Church, and againft his Most Faithful 
Majesty! He ought to refled that they are 
not Heathen Emperors whom he is for refill- 
ing, but Catholic Princes like himfelf. 

England ought for ever to cure Popes of 
an indifcreet zeal What would Clement VII 
fay, were he to return on earth? Would he 
applaud himfelf for what he did,* when he 

law 

* Cardinal Ganganelli does not here cenlure Clement 
for not gratifying Kin g Htnrfs unlawful defires, but for iffu- 

ing 
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law that Kingdom, formerly a Nuffery of 
Saints, at this day, the receptacle of every 
fed and every error? — A man ought to know 
how to make a facrifice of fome things, id 
order to preferve the whole. 

The Holy See will never lhine with greater 
luflre, nor will it ever be lefs expofed to an 
.attack, never enjoy more peace, than when it 
has the Catholic Powers for its defenders and 
fupport. This harmony is ablblutely neceffary 
to the glory and welfare of Religion. The 
Faithful would be expofed to every wind of 
doCtrine, if the Princes unhappily had not that 
deference for Rome, which they Ought to 
have; and the Sovereign Pontiff himfelf would 
lee his flock infenfibly fall off, and choofe bad 
paftures, inftead of thofe he offers. 

The good Shepherd ought not only to recall 
the ffrayed Iheep, but to take what pains he 
can, that the others go not affray. Infidelity, 
whofe fatal blaff is every where communicated, 
wilhes for nothing more, than to fee Rome at 
variance with the Potentates: but Religion 
likes not thefe divifions. No opportunity muff: 
be given to the enemies of the Church, of re* 
peating what they have too often faid, that 
Rome was intractable, and afpired at a manner 
of ruling dangerous to the different Rates. 


ing out an Excommunication’ againft him, without waiting for 
the powers fent by Henry to the Bifhop of Paris, whofe 
Courier did not arrive on the very day, though he arrived 
tjvo days after ; but alas ! too late to remedy what was done. 

R r a The 
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The truth is, that every Sovereign Prince is 
mafter at home, and no foreign Power has 
any right to control him. Men thought dif- 
ferently in the times of horror and confufion ; 
but to bring back again thofe times, wquld be 
a dangerous attempt. Charity, Peace, Mode- 
ration ! — Such are the arms of Chriftians, and 
efpecially thofe of Rome, which ought to fet 
examples of patience and humility to all Courts. 

It muft be remembered, that when Peter 
cut off the ear of Malchus, who was one of 
the enemies of Jesus Christ, he received a 
reprimand from that divine Saviour, and was 
ordered to put his fword into the fcabbard. 

But it would be much worfe to dare to ufe. 
a like fword againft thofe who have all along 
defended the Holy fee, and who glory in be- 
ing its fupport. v ' 

Nothing is more dangerous than an indif- 
creet zeal, which breaks the already crufhed 
reed, puts out the Hill fmoaking match, and 
is for calling down fire from heaven. 

I know that a Pope is obliged to maintain 
the immunities of the Holy See ; but he mull 
not quarrel with all the Catholic powers for a 
few territorial rights. To afford pretexts for 
crying out more than ever againft the Church 
of Rome, is but ftirring up the fire of Infidelity, 
Whoever fees things only in part, does not fee 
Well ; the whole muft be confidered together, 
and the prefent fteps weighed with refpefl to 
what is to come. A /mail /park, fays St. James , 
fett Q great wood on fre . 

Weak 
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Weak minds imagine that people bear an 
ill will to a certain Religious Order, becaufe 
they are not for maintaining it, in fpite of the 
fovereign Princes. But befides that we fhould 
draw down on them Rill jnore dreadful ftorms, 
by refilling the Potentates, we yiuft not, for 
the fake of that Order alone, fall put with 
3II the Catholic Powers. 

Had I the leaft ill will againft anyone, J 
could nevpr fleep. I fincerely love all the 
Religious Orders ; and I wifh with my whole 
foul that they could all be preferved : but I 
confider what is moll proper to be done, when 
there is a neceflity of ading one way or other. 
I do not pretend that the Holy Father ought 
tp deftroy any Order; but only that he write 
to the crowned Heads, and inform them that 
he will examine their complaints againft that 
Religious Order, and that he really do examine 
them. 

I fuppofe Rome expofed to the refentment 
of all the crowned Heads. How will fhe fup- 
pott herfelf in the midft of thofe ftorms ? 
We are not as yet in heaven ; and if God be 
to preferve his Church to the end of time, it 
is by infpiring its Rylers with a prudence of 
conduct adapted to times and places, as well 
as with a love of peace. 

It is not to be expelled, that God will 
perform a miracle in fupport of an indifcreet 
exertion of zeal. He leaves fecond caufes to 
ad; and when they take the wrong fide of 
the queftion, things go on no better on that 
apcouyt. They 
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They are only fuch as pretend to infpira- 
don, who will never yield to circumftances, 
where Faith and Morals are not concerned— 
In every concern of importance, a man ought 
to confider how it will end, in order to avoid 
the greateft evils. 

As I know your zeal, my Lord, as well as 
your learning, I flatter myfelf, that you will 
find out fome means, by which (I fay not the 
Apoftolie See, which cannot perifli) but the 
Court of Rome , now expofed to the greateft 
dangers, may be laved. 

Such are nay reflections, and I hope you 
will find them juft. I can confidently allure 
you, that I have weighed them in the pre- 
fence of God, who founds the reins and hearts ; 
and who knows, that there is neither Anti- 
pathy nor Animofity, ip my heart, againft 
any one. 

I have the honour to be with every fenti- 
raent due to your great learning and rare 
virtues, your very humble, &e. 

Convent of the H. Apoflles, the 1 6th infant. 


LETTER CXII. 

To Cardinal S***. 

Eminence, 

I Had not time yefterday to difcourfe with 
you at my eafe on the important affairs, 
which at this date agitate Europe , and by 

which 
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which Rome will fuffer, unlefs ihe behave with 
the moderation, which the Potentates require 
at her hands. The Popes are Pilots, almoft 
conftantly failing on tempeftuous feas, and con- 
fequently obliged fofaietimes to fpread all their 
canvas, and at other times to take in a reef, 
on proper occafions. 

Now is the time, to ufe the prudence of 
the ferpent recommended by Jesus Christ to 
his Apoftles. It is undoubtedly a great misfor- 
tune that Religious men deftined for Colleges, 
feminaries and millions ; men who have written 
much in every branch on the truths of Re- 
ligion, fhould be abandoned at a time, when 
infidelity attacks, with fo much fury, all the 
Religious Orders : but the point to 'be examin- 
ed, in the prefence of God, is whether or not 
it be better to afiront the Sovereign Powers, or 
to abandon the fupport of a Religious Com- 
pany. 

For my part, I think that (as the ftorm is 
roaring on every fide, and is already perceived 
hanging over our heads) it would be proper 
for a man even to execute himfelf, and facri- 
fice whatever is the moft dear to him, rather 
than incur the indignation of the Sovereign 
Powers, which cannot be too much dreaded. 

Let our Holy Father and his Secretary have 
the moft fincere affection for the Jefuits ; I 
fubfcribe to their attachment with my whole 
heart, as I never had the leaft antipathy or 
animofity againft any Religious Order; but I 
will ftill fay, notwithftanding the veneration I 

have 
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have for St. Ig*natius, and the efteem in 
which I hold his difciples, that there is ex- 
treme danger, and even an excefs of raflmels, 
in endeavouring to fupport the Jefuits in the 
prefent circumftances. 

It is fit indeed that Rome fhould folicit in 
their favour, and that, in quality of Mother 
and Protectrefs of all the Orders in the Church, 
flie fliould endeavour to fave the Society, pro- 
vided always that it undergo a reformation, ac- 
cording to the decree of Benedict XIV, and 
according to the defires of all, who wilh well 
to Religion : but my opinion is, that after 
Rome has done what {he can, {he ought then 
to leave tl\e bufinefs entirely in the hands of 
God, and of the Sovereign Powers. 

Rome will ever Hand in need of the pro- 
tection and aid of the Catholic Powers. They 
are Fortrefies which fecure her againft incur- 
fions and hoftilities ; fo that {he never is more 
glorious, or does file ever enjoy more authority 
and power, than when {he feems to yield to the 
Potentates. It is then they fupport her with 
eclat, and make it a duty to publifh every 
where, and to prove by aCts of deference and 
fubmiflion, that they really are the docile chil- 
dren of the common Father of the Faithful, 
and that they confider him as the firft of men 
in the eyes of Faith. 

The more I call to mind thofe unhappy times 
when the Popes wandering up and down — 
without afliftance — without an afylum — had 
for enemies Kings and Emperors, the more 

. neceffary 
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neceflary do I find it that they Ihould live at 
peace with the Monarchs. The Church knows 
only two Orders, iridifpenfably neceflary, and 
founded by Jesus Christ .himfelf, to perpe- 
tuate his doctrine, and to bring forth children, 
viz. the Orders of Biftiops and Priefts. 

In the firft, which we call the Fine *Ages of 
the Church, there were neither Monks nor 
Friars; which evidently thews that, if Religion 
ftand not in need of any but its ordinary 
Minifters to pteferve it, the Regulars, its aux- 
iliary troops, although extrertiely lifeful, are 
not however abfolutely neceflary. 

If the Jesuits have really the fpirit of their 
ftate, as I prefume they have, they will be the 
firft to fay : “ We will facrifice ourfelves, ra- 
ther than excite difturbances and ft Or ms.” 

As a Religious body ought not to rely ori 
perifliable riches, or temporal honours, but on 
a folid love for Jesus Christ and his Spoufe j 
they ought to Withdraw with the fame joy 
they felt in being called, if his Vicar, the Mini- 
fter and Interpreter of his words on earth, 
want their fervice no longer. Religious Or- 
ders are no longer deferving of refpeft, nor 
ought they to be continued any longer, than 
while they have the fpirit of the Church : and 
as this fpirit is ever the fame, independently of 
all the different Inftitutes of the Regulars, each 
Order fhould comfort itfelf, when it pomes to 
be fuppreffed — But felf-love often 'perfuades 
Us that we are neceflary, at the very time when 
ihe Potentates judge otherwife. 

• t S f Wer 
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Were there lefs Enthufiafm, and more prin- 
ciple among men, every one would afient to 
thefe truths ; and inftead of raffily fupporting 
a body, of which the Potentates complain, 
they would engage this very body itfelf to 
withdraw, without, any grumbling or noife— 
But people are unhappily deceived, and ima- 
gine, that there is no meddling with a parti- 
cular Inftitute, without attacking the very efc 
fence of Rbligion. 

If, when a Religious Order was to be aban- 
doned, it were required alfo to change any 
dogma of Faith, or, corrupt any point of Mo- 
rality, then, no doubt, a perfon ought fooner 
to die, than to allent to fuch proceedings. But 
after the Jefuits are gone, the Church will con- 
tinue to teach the fame truths, the Church 
will ftill fubfift ; and Jesus Chrirt will fooner 
raife up children to Abraham , out of the very 
ftones, to maintain his own work, than leave 
his myftical body without aid and fuppert— 
The Head of the Church is like the matter of 
a magnificent garden,- who at pleafure lops off 
branches from thofe trees, which, by fpreading 
,too wide, intercept the view.. 

You, my Lord, who have both zeal and 
knowledge : fpeak you to the Holy Father. It 
will come much better from ypu than from 
me, who look upon myfelf, with reafon, and 
in every refpeft, as the laft of the Sacred Col- 
lege. Shew his Holinefs the abyfs that people 
fink for themfelves, by obftinately oppofing 
the will of the Sovereign Powers. The up- 

rightnefs 
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rightnefs of his heart will make him give ear to 
you ; for it may be faid, that he is determined 
to refill the Potentates, only becaufe he thinks 
it is beft fo to do. I expeft that generous ftep 
from your love for the Church, and I am 
your Eminence’s, &c. 

Convent of the H. •Apojlles, 0 £t. 9, 1768. 

UTTER CXIII. 

To a Lay-Brother .* 

A H! why, dear Brother, did you hefitat* 
to addrefs yourfelf to me ? Am I there- 
fore another man, becaufe I have the honour 
to be a Cardinal? Ever are my heart and 
arms open to receive my dear brethren. I 
owe them too much to forget them, fince I 
owe them every thing. 

As you acknowledge your fault, I perfuade 
myfelf that you are really forry for it. The 
leaft deviation from virtue, in a Cloifter, infen- 
fibly leads to excefles, It was not through igno- 
rance that you finned, and therefore the greater 
is your guilt: and what is ftill worfe, your 
fault is become public. 

Humble yourfelf before men, and figh and 
groan in the fight of God, that you may ob- 
tain pardon. I will write immediately to your 
Gyardian to receive you kindly. 

# One who takes not orders, but does the menial duties 
of, the houfe, under the tie of the three vows, Chaltity, 
Poverty, and Obedience. 

Sfa 


r 
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You fancied, dear Brother, that, by quitt- 
ing your retreat, you would find infinite fatis* 
faction in the world. Alas ! The world is no- 
thing but deceit: It promifes what ij never, be- 
llows : it appears to be a bunch of flowers, 
when feen at a diftance ; but near at hand, it 
is no more than a thom-bufh- - . , 

, I pray the Lord may touch you in a fenfible 
manner; for every good motion comes from 
him. You muft refume your exercifes with 
the greateft fervour, and forCe thofe, who may 
blame your going aftray, to admire you. Be 
perfua.ded that you will ever be dear , Jo me, 
and that I weep moft fincerely with you fpr 
the fault you have committed. Your moft 
affectionate. ' 

Cardinal Ganganelli. 

■Convent of the H. Apoftles , Nov. 1 8, 1 764. 


TETTER cxiv. 

5 “0 the Rev. Father , Guardian of 

I F you have any affection for me, I beg of 
you, Rev. Father, to receive with tender- 
nefs of heart Brother ****, who has fcanda- 
loufly departed from his duty. But he is 
come to himfelf-r-he weeps — he prpmifes ; and 
what ought to move you more than all this is, 
that Jesus Chist, our model, teaches us how 
we ought to pardon. Contemplate him, I 
beg of you, dying on the crofs, even for the 
falvation of thofe who crucified him ; and then 

Ifhail 
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I fliall not- doubt of obtaining what I requeft; 
Such is the depravity of human nature, that I 
am much lefs furprifed, than alarmed, at the 
exceffes man rgns into. A motion of pri^e, a 
little felf-complacency, is enough to make us, 
lofe the grace of God ; and from that inftant 
behold us capable of every crime! 

The more the Lord has preferved us from 
thofe exceffes, which a re a juft fubject qf 
[mourning, the more compaflion ought we to 
have for thofe who have fallen into them: 
for it is the pure effect of his mercy, and we 
can attribute nothing to ourfelves on that ac- 
count.— Your Religious will blefs their Guar- 
dian, when they fee with what tendernefs he 
•receives the ftrayed Iheep. 

. My dftign in writing is, not to delire that 
you would remit the penance prefcribed by 
the Conftitutions, but that you mitigate it as 
far as poffible, by refraining from all bitter re- 
proaches, more capable of irritating than mov- 
ing to cepentance. 

Let your reprimands be thofe of a friend ; 
let your correction be fuch as is given by a 
Father; let your firft meeting with him, in- 
ftead of being auftere, be gracious, that you 
may not frighten the poor criminal, 

Remember that it is Charity, which ever is 
to aft, that charity is to punifh, and charity 
is to pardon. 

I embrace you moft fincerely as my ancient 
brother, and I hope to hear by the very per- 
son I recommend tq you, that he has found. 

in 
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in you a Father, rather than a Matter. No 
one loves you or honours you more than 

Cardinal Ganganelli. 
Convent of the H. ^ipoflles, V<w. 18, 1764. 


LETTER CXV. 

To the Rev. Father Colloz, Prior of Graffen- 
thal and Superior-General of the Order of the 
Guillelmites. 

Rev. Father, 

Y OUR Letter fliewed me both the fhare 
you took in my promotion to the Car- 
dinalate, and in the choice the Holy Father 
has made of my perfon, among all the mem- 
bers of the Sacred College, to intruft with the 
protection of your Order, I never doubted of 
your real fentiments ; but it was a fatisfaCtion 
to me to fee, ftamped on your letter, the joy 
which is in your hearts, and to find in it cer- 
tain marks of the confidence with which you 
honour me. Tour Order has afluredly fuffered 
a lofs in Cardinal Guadagni, who was a great 
and powerful fupport May the hopes you 
have conceived of me, make calm and peace 
arife again in your hearts ! I will at leaft ufe 
my utmoft endeavours, Rev. Father, that you, 
and all yours, may find in me a tender friend, 
a vigilant prote&or, a zealous defender of your 
privileges. I often, with pleafure, hear the 
Procurator-General of the Capuchins make the 

encomium 
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encomium of your Reverence, and of your 
Order. 

I have only one thing. Rev. Father, to de- 
lire of you, which is to excufe me, if this an- 
fwer come too late, as I have been overpower- 
ed with buiinefs, which has fcarce left me 
time to breathe, in fo new a change of my 
condition, and fo little looked for on my part. 
I beg alfo that you will put me to the trial, 
and fee if I can be of any fervice to you. I 
have fpoken to our Holy Father about you. 
I will fpeak to him on your affairs, as often as 
you commilfion me. I recommend myfelf 
firongly to the prayers of your Order: and I 
hope to fulfil the intentions of your Reverence, 
lo as to convince you, that your whole Order 
have in me a truly affectionate Protestor. 

I am with my whole heart. Rev. Father, &c. ' 

Rome, Convent of tbeH. Apofiles, May 20 , 1 7 60. 


letter cxvi. 

To the Abb} F***- ' 1 ' 

Y OU do not read, my dear Abbe the Fa- 
thers of the Church as much as you 
ought to do ; this is eafily difcovered both in 
your Difcourfes and in your Writings. Know 
you not that they are the foul of Chriftian E- 
loquence, and like thofe fruitful trees, which, 
at once the ornament and riches of a garden, 
yield both flowers and fruit. 

The 
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The Church glories in producing their* 
works, as fo many monuments of the victories' 
Ihe has gained over her enemies ; and every 
Chriftian of learning ought to make the read- 
ing of them his delight. The more a perfon 
dips into them, the more extenfive he finds’ 
their learning : and each Father of the Church 
has a genius that characterizes him. That of 
Tertullian refembles iron, which breaks the 
hardeft fubftances, and will not bend : that 
of St. Athanasius may be compared to. the 
diamond, which can neither be deprived of 
its luftre nor hardnefs. St. Cyprian is like 
the fhsfrpened iteel, which cuts to the quick ; 
St. Chrysostome like gold, whofe intrinfid 
value correlponds to its beauty ; St. Leo like- 
thofe decorations which exhibit grandeur} 
St. Jerome like brafs, which fears neither ar- 
rows nor fwords; St. Ambrose like filvef, 
which is both folid and beautiful ; St. Gre- 
gory like a mirror, where every one fees 
himfelf: St. Augustine can be compared to 
nothing but himfelf, as being lingular in his 
kind, though univerfal. 

As to St. Bernard, the laft of the Fathers 
in the order of Chronology, I compare him 
to thofe flowers, which are cloathed in the 
velvet ot nature, and which fpread around 
an exquifite perfume. 

If the French reckon Monf Bos suet, Bilhop 
of Meaux , among the Fathers of the Church, 
their judgment in this is a little too hafty, 
and to which one cannot fubferibe, till the uni- 
verfal 
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verfal Church has pronounced; as Ihe alone 
has a right to affign to her Writers the rank 
due to them. St Thomas of Aquino himfelf 
has not been able to obtain the title of a 
father of the Church ; and it is not to be 
prefumed, that the Doctors who have come 
after him, lhould enjoy that prerogative— 
, But every nation is enthufiaftieally fond of 
its own Writers, though we are forced to 
acknowledge that the celebrated Bishop of 
Meaux was a burning and bright lamp, whofe 
light will never be extinguifhed. 

I confefe to you, my dear Abb£, that if 
I know any thing, I owe it entirely to the 
reading of the Fathers, and, above all, to 
reading the works of St. Augustine. No- 
thing efcapes his fagacity, nothing is beyond 
his depth, there is nothing above his fubli- 
mity. He is concife, he is copious ; he is An- 
gle and alone, or he is many, according to the 
fubjedt in hand, which he ever treats in the 
fame interefting manner; ever elevates the foul 
to the very bofom of God, a fandtuary of 
which he feems to have had the key, and into 
which he infenfibly introduces thofe who feed 
on his noble ideas. I admire him above all 
on the fubjedt of Grace. Ah! I wilh to 
heaven that his Dpdtrine, on that point, had 
Axed all the fchools and the minds of men 1 
Some audacious Writers would not then have 
attempted to found impenetrable depths, and 
the Grace of Jesus Christ would have pre- 
ferved all its rights, and Man his Liberty. 

T t What 
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What gives me the greateft concern is, 
that the writings of the Fathers are but little 
read, and that even thofe who have occafion 
to confult them, rely on extracts, often un- 
faithful, and always too fhort. A Prieft or 
a Bilhop formerly ufed to make it as much 
a part of his duty to read the Fathers of the 
Church, as to fay his Breviary ; and now-a- 
days, few know any thing more about them, 
than their names ; except it be in the Cloi- 
fters, where this excellent cuftom is not en- 
tirely laid afide. Hence, in many countries 
we find Theologians who are mere Skeletons, 
without foul or life ; Students who know 
nothing but to fyllogize ; Inftruttibns, which 
contain nothing but words, and are void of 
all fubftance. 

I ought to declare however, to the praife 
of the facred College (without meaning to 
compliment it) that it has at all times had 
members, who ftudied the Fathers with per- 
feverance, and even at this day fome might 
be mentioned, who prefer this kind of read- 
ing to every other occupation : and our fchools 
feel the influence of their practice, where no 
other do&rine is taught, but that of St. Au- 
gustine and St. Thomas : the fure means 
of avoiding every thing that breathes Novelty. 

I conjure you then to lay yourfelf under 
an obligation of every day reading the works 
— of the Fathers. You need only to begin, for 
you never will be able to quit them. They 
are always with God, and they will place 

you 
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you where they are, if you daily feed on 
their writings. To read them, is to read the 
Holy Scripture itfelf, for they explain it like 
Mafters, and cite it on every occafion. 

It would be tearing from me three-fourths 
of my exiftence, to deprive me of the confo- 
lation I enjoy in converting with the Fathers. 
The more they are prefent to my mind, the 
more I am comforted, the more I rejoice, and 
the more I think myfelf immenfe. 

Improve by my leffons, if you love me, 
or if you love yourfelf ; for by reading the 
Fathers you will gain acquifitions a thoufand 
times more valuable than eftates and titles. 
An Ecclefiajtic has nothing to do with the 
world, but to inftrud and edify it. I am 
with all my heart, and with the moft ardent 
defire of feeing your mind frudify to advan- 
tage, your moft affedionate 

Cardinal Ganganelli, 
Rome, December 13, 1768, 


LETTER CXVIi. 

To the Rev. Father *#* his Friend. 

Y OU , have dope me a pleafure in not 
mentioning that I had written to you. 
Without making a myftery of every thing, 
I would have a perfon to be difcreet. Though 
I have now been in the Convent of the Holy 
^Apo files eight and twenty years, I have never 
mentioned to my brethren any correfpondence 

I had} 
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I had : they may guefs if they ■will, or if 
they can ; but they know nothing for certain 
—My fecret is my own.* 

I have lately feen .the Cardinals of York, 
Corsini, and John Francis Albani, whole 
rare qualities I infinitely efteem, but I learned 
nothing from them of what I Wanted to know. 

I fubfcribe with pleafure to every thing 
obliging you fay of the Prelate Durinij he 
joins to the pleafihg manner of the French, 
the fagacity of the Italians; and he deforves 
to arrive at the higheft dignities. 

I have learned nothing of the late refolu-r 
tions of the great Perfonage whom you men- 
tion ; I fee him but rarely ; he is very re- 
ferred, and does not believe me to be one 
of his friends. Is he right ? Is he wrong ? 
This is what he himfelf furely cannot decide, 
notwithftanding all the finejfe of which he is 
fuppofed to be pofieffed : but moft certainly 
God knows that I wifli him no harm, becaufe 
I never wiflied harm to any man. 

I will recommend the good work you men- 
tion to their Eminences the Cardinals Fan- 
Tuazi and Borromjeo, who breathe nothing 
but charity. You will deliver the inclofed, 
with your own hand, to M*** and you will 
charge yourfelf With the care of returning me 
his anfwer by the flying poll:, which will be 
the quickeft and fureft way. For fome time 
paft my correfpondencies almoft kiH me ; and 
yet I cannot get rid of them. Do not hence- 
* Secretum meum mihi. 

forth 
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forth iofe half a page to fliew me more refpeft : 
I like you would write to me as to Brother 
Ganganelli. I am ftill the fame Individual, 
let people take what pains they pleafe to make 
me believe the contrary: for alas! Were I to 
mind Etiquettes and flattery, 1 fhould be in- 
toxicated with the moft fnlfome praifes. 

I like to be Amply myfelf, and not to be 
lurrounded with all the concomitants of Gran- 
deur; they are generally very great mean- 
neffes, which put me out of patience, and of 
which a man can never be jealdus, unlefs he 
have a mean way of thinking indeed. 

There is no appearance tint out common 
friend can recover : he has a complication of 
diforders, each of which would be fingly enough 
to kill the moft robuft man. 1 am foliciting a 
place for your nephew, which will fuit him, 
provided he can bear confinement and {bedd- 
ing : for the great man, whofc Secretary I de- 
fign him to be, labours under the unfortunate 
madneft of flying into a paffion for a mere no- 
thing; but his heart is not the lefs excellent 
on that account. It is a fault which muft be 
overlooked, in confideration of bis goodnefs 
of heart. He is like Benedict XIV, who 
always concluded his fcoldmg "by bellowing 
feme favour on the objeft of it You fee I 
am in the mood for chatting, and that I have 
not the air of a man of much bufioefs. When 
I have laid my Breviary, and have done what 
I have to do, I talk more than fome people 
like ; for I then ftand in need of it. 

I leave 
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I leave you now with yourfelf, that is to 
fay, in the bell company 1 know; and am, 
as ufual, and for all my life, yonr affectionate 
fervant. 

Cardinal Ganganelli. 

Rome, "Dec. 6 , 1768. 


LETTER CXVIII. 

To Mr T>***, 

I T is not fufficient to give alms in order to 
pleafe God, for charity extends to every- 
thing. You muff therefore neither opprefe 
your farmers, nor plague your Vaffals. Thofe 
men have not the true fpirit of Religion, who 
exaCt, with the utmoft feverity, trifles which 
they ought to defpife. Chriftiaiiity knows not 
that fordid intereft, which is taken up with 
things of the leaft confequence : and that man 
has no more than the outer bark or external 
appearance of Religion, who is ever upon the 
watch, for fear of being cheated by his te- 
nants. The heart cannot but be wordly- 
minded, when it is too eagerly bent on world-* 
ly concerns. 

Ah ! Sir, how can you torment yourfelf fo 
much about perifhable goods ? The Kingdom 
of Jesus Christ demands Worfhipers in fpirit 
and truth*, whofe hearts are not to be con- 
traded by an interefted conduct, and views 
merely carnal, 

* John iv. 

lam 
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I am exceflively grieved, when I fee people 
of worth afraid left the Earth fhould flip from 
under them; and who often, though very 
rich, are more attached to a vile bit of money, 
than would be the moil wretched mechanic. 

I am bold to add, Sir, that all your prac- 
tices of Devotion will be abfolutely of no 
advantage to you, if you are not entirely de- 
tached from the good things of this world, 
and if you continue to be the fcourge of your 
Debtors by a too eager defire of riches. A 
man ought rather to know how to fuffer lofs, 
than to put others to trouble. The fpirit of 
juftice which you plead in excufe, has no 
connection with perpetual miftrufts, and dif- 
quiets about what may happen, and with end- 
lefs buftle and hurry. 

If there be any difputes between you and 
your tenants, accommodate matters more to 
their advantage, than to your own : to do fo 
is' agreeable to the counfels of Jesus Christ, 
who tells us to give alfo our coat to him who 
demands our cloak. Every thing fuperfluous 
(and, in cafes of urgent want, even a part 
of the neceffaries of life) belong to the poor : 
you will therefore contra# guilt, if you heap 
up riches — Thefe are hard truths ; but it was 
not I who made the law. 

The bufinefs you mention to me, could no 
where be better than in the hands of Monfig* 
nor Braschi: his uprightnefs is equal to his 
underftanding, and there is no fear that he 
will fuffer himfelf to be prejudiced: I will 

however, 
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however, if you pleafe, fpeak to him a word 
or two. I am. Sir, with the fentiments due 
to you, &c. 

Cardinal Ganganelli. 

Rome, 21 Infi, 

» 

LETTER CXIX. 
to My Lord ***. 

I Can never think of feeing a genius like 
yours become the dupe of the modem 
Philofophy. Your learning and good fenfe 
ought to fecure you againft the fophifms it 
brings forth, and which reduce us to the 
melancholy condition of brute beafts. 

If there be a God, as nature every where 
proclaims a loud, there is; then is there 
alfo a Religion. If there be a Religion; 
it muft neceflarily be incompreheniible, fub- 
lime, and co-eval with the world, fince it 
emanated from an Infinite and Eternal Being : 
and if fuch be the character of Religion, it 
is certainly Christianity, and no other. If 
it be Christianity, we muft neceflarily ac- 
knowledge Christianity to be divine, and 
acquiefce thereto with heart and understanding. 

Can any one then believe, that God has dis- 
played the Univerfe in fo bright a manner for 
no other end, than to feed the eyes of a herd 
of men and animals (between whom we are to 
make no diftin&ion, as they have the fame def- 
tination) and that the Intelligence, which refides 
in us ; that Intelligence which combines, which 

calculates. 
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calculates, which extends itfelf beyond the 
bounds of the Earth, which raifes itfelf above 
the Firmament, which recals to its remem- 
brance all paft ages, which penetrates into 
ages to come, which, in a word, has an 
idea of what is to laft for ever ; can this ra- 
diate and Ihine only for a moment, to be after- 
wards difperfed like a fleeting vapour ? 

What is that voice, which, every inftant, 
is crying; out within you, that you were bora 
for fomething great? What are thofe defires, 
perpetually renewed, and which make you 
feel that there is nothing in this world, that 
can fill your heart ? 

Man is a lick perfon, tolling and tumbling 
in his pains, while at a diltance from God: 
and the’ light of reafon, which he ftiffles, 
leaves him in the midft of a horrid night. 

• The fame truth that allures you of your 
own Exigence (I- mean your own inward tefti- 
mony) allures you alfo of the Exigence of 
God ; and it cannot give you a lively idea of 
his Exiftence, • without imprefling you with 
that of the Exiftence of a Religion. The 
worfliip we pay to the fupreme Being, is fa 
connected with him, that our heart is never 
fatisfied, but when it pays him homage, and 
when we conform to the order which he has 
eftablflhed. 

If there be a God, he muft neceflarily be 
beneficent: if he be beneficent , you ought, by 
a juft confequence, to thank him for his be- 
nefits. Neither that of your Exiftence, nor 
U u that 
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that of the Health you enjoy, really come 
from yourfelf. Seven and twenty years ago 
you were not: and, all at once, you became 
an organized body, enriched with a mind that 
commands that body like a mailer, and leads 
it at its pleafure. 

. This reflection engages you to feek after the 
Author of life, and when you are difpofed to 
found yourfelf, you will find him within you, 
and in every thing that furrounds you: but 
not one of thefe objects can boaft of being a 
part of his fubftance : for God is Jimple y indi- 
vifible t and abfolutely incapable of being the 
fame with the Elements. 

If the Religion, which he eftahlifhed, has 
affumed different forms: if it has been per- 
fected fince the coming of the Messiah, it 
was becaufe God treated it, as he does our 
reafon, which at firft is only a weak light; 
but unfolding itfelf by degrees, appears at laft 
in a meridian brightness. 

Befides, is Man to interrogate God with re* 
gard to his conduct? Is he to regulate the 
ways of God, and to prefcribe to him, how* 
he is to proceed ? God communicates himfelf 
to us, referring Hill to hiiiifelf the right of 
acting like a Matter, becaufe there is nothing, 
but what is really fubje& to him. Were ho 
clearly to manifeft to us his defigns here below: 
were the myfteries, which aftonifli and con- 
found, unfolded to us, there would then he that 
intuitive vifion here, which he referves. for us 
after thislife ; and to die would be ufelds. . Evit 
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deuce is referved for heaven : Then Jball I know 
God, as I myjilf Jball be known by him*. And 
we want to anticipate that moment, without 
reflecting, that every thing is regulated by an 
infinite wifdom, and that we have nothing to 
do, but to fubmit and' adore. The Unbe- 
liever alters nothing in the defigns of God, 
when he dares to rife up againft him ? he even > 
then enters into his plan, that vaft plan, where 
evil concurs with good, for the harmony of 
this world, and the happinefs of the next. 

Nature and Religion derive equally from 
God, and each, though in a very different 
manner, have their myfteries, and incompre- 
henfibilities : and for the fame reafon that we 
do not deny the Exiftence of Nature, though 
its operations be often concealed, we neither 
can, nor ought we to deny the Exijlence of 
Religion, notwithftanding its obfcurities. 

There is nothing hefe below, that has not 
a dark fide, becaufe our foul, while rendered 
heavy and dull by a body which darkens it, 
and which is a burden to it, would not be 
capable of feeing all. It is here below in a 
fort of Infantine State, and the light of the 
days mull be proportionate to the weaknefs 
of its fight, until death difengage it from the 
•weight which preffes it down. It is like a 
little bird, that flutters and chirps in its neft, 
till it is able to fpring forward into the air 
and fly. 

i* Cognofeam, licut et cognitus fum, i Cor, xiii. u. 

U u 2 ' Tho 
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The progrefs of Religion is wonderful in 
the eyes of a real Philbfopher. He fees it 
firft like a twilight arifing from the bofom 
of Chaos ; then like the Aurora, the harbinger 
of day ; he at laft fees the day itfelf appear, 
but clouded on every fide, and he is fenfible 
it will not be perfectly ferene in its meridian 
brightnefs, till the moment in which the 
heavens will be opened to us. 

Has then the Unbeliever, who, without a 
principle to go on, explodes Revelation, any 
particular one made to him, which allures 
him that the Revelation we believe, is abfb- 
lutely chimerical ? But at what time, and in 
what place did this fecret light come and 
fliine upon him? Was it at the moment his 
paffions got the mattery over him, and he 
was totally taken up with the gratification 
of them? Was it in the midft of the public 
Ihews and pleafures, where he fpends the 
greateft part of his life ? 

It is aftonilhing, My Lord, to think how 
men abandon all the authority of Tradition^ 
elude all the force of the ftrongeft teftimonies, 
to blindly give themfelves up to two or three 
men, who give them leffons of Infidelity! 
They will not hear of any Infpiration, and yet 
they confider thefe two or three men as infpi- 
red : from whence the conclufion is eafily drawn, 
that they are the paffions alone, which draw 
people over to Infidelity. A Religion that lays 
its followers under any reftraint, is abhorred 
by men who are for following the torrent of 

their 
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their vices, and fwimming down the tide of 
a world covered with waves and foam. 

Christianity is a magnificent piece of 
painting fketched by the hand of God him- 
felf, which he prefented to mankind, when only 
the out-lines were drawn, and was to remain 
in that Rate till the time Jesus Christ lhonld 
come and finiih it ; and we are to wait until 
he give it all the luftre and colouring it is 
to have in Eterpity— Then will Religion be 
the only obje& that will fix our fight, be- 
caufe it will be in the eflence of God himfelf, 
making A whole with him , according to the 
expreffion of St. Augujline . 

This progrefs is conformable to the time 
which conftitutes the fpace of this life, and 
which exifts only by fucceflion. God has 
therefore varied the forms of Religion, be- 
caufe we are in a world that varies; and he 
will fix it in an unchangeable manner in hea- 
ven, becaufe there no change is known. Thefe 
combinations and proportions difplay the wif- 
dom of the fupreme Being. As Religion is 
only for man, it was his pleafure that it 
ihould follow the progrefs of man according 
to his different ways of exifting. 

- Nothing of all this is feen by the Earthly- 
minded ; and you would judge as I do, 
were you difengaged from all thofe pleafures 
and riches, which materialize you in fpite of 
yourfelf. Chriftianity is fpirit and life ; and 
that man withdraws to a prodigious diftance 
from it, who is entirely taken up with what 
• concerns 
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concerns tile body alone. Sonia become lumi- 
nous at death, only becaufe they have no 
longer a body to inclofe and darken them. 
True Philofophy does now, what death wiH 
do hereafter, by difengaging a man from 
whatever is carnal : — but fuch is not the mo- 
dern Philofophy, which knows no other Exr 
iftence than that of matter, and coniiders Me- 
taphylics as a fcience merely chimerical, al- 
though it be more certain than Phyfidogy 
or natural Philofophy, which is grounded only 
on the fenfes. 

I enter not on the proofs of Religion, be- 
caufe they have been fo often and fo well ex- 
plained in fome immortal works, that 1 fhould 
only repeat what others have laid. Jesus 
Christ is the beginning and end of all things, 
the key of all the myfteries of grace and of 
nature; fo that it is no wonder, that men 
bewilder themfelves with a thoufand abfurd 
fyftems, when they have not that fublime com- 
pafs to direct them. “ I can account for no- 
thing either in the phyfical or moral world,** 
faid the celebrated Cardinal Bembo to a Philo- 
fopher of his time, ** if you admit not Jesus 
Christ.” The Creation of the world itfelf is . 
inexplicable, incomprehenfible, nay impoilible, 
if it were not made for the Woro Incarnate : 
for God can have no other objed in whatever 
he does, but what is infinite. It is for this 
reafon that Jesus Christ is called by St. John, 
jilfha and Omega , and St. Paul tells us, that 
the ages were made by him.* 

* Per quem fecit & faecula. Heb. i. z. Study 
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Study thoroughly this Man-God, as far as 
a Creature is capable of doing it, and you will 
find in him all the tfeafures of Wifdom^and 
Knowledge, and difcovqr him to be, as it were, 
the firft link of the chain,' which joins all things 
vifible and invifible, and acknowledge him to 
be that divine breath, which makes righteouf- 
nefs and fan&ity germinate in the hearts of 
men. 

The Unbeliever can give no fatisfa&ory an- 
fwer, if he be aiked what Jesus Christ is, 
that man at once fo limple and fo divine, fo 
fublime and fo abjeft, fo pure during the whole 
courfe of his life, fo great at the time of his 
pafiion, fo magnanimous at his death. Here 
however an explicit anfwer muft be given. If 
be be no more than a man, he is a mere Im- 
poftor •, for he faid he was God. In that cafe 
what becomes of thole fublime virtues ? What 
becomes of his Gofpel, which forbids the ufe 
of the leaft Equivocation? How can we ac- 
count for his victories, and thofe of his Difci- 
ples in every part of the world ? If he be God, 
What muft we think of his Religion? What 
muft we Chink of thofe, who dare oppofe it? 

, Ah! my Lord, this is what you ought to 
know, this is what you ought to fearch to the 
bottom, rather than all the profane fciences* 
to which you give yourfelf up. The fciences 
will have an end: tongues will ceafe, fciences! 
will be defrayed**', the knowledge of Jesus 

* Lingwe ceffabunt, fcientia deftruftur. i Cor. xiii. 8. 

Christ 
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Christ alone will flote on the lurface of that 
Abyls, wherein all ages and the elements will 
be fwallowed up. 

< Confider yourfelf, and that light will ne- 
ceffarily lead you to the truth. The lead mo- 
tion of your finger points out to you the A- 
gency of God on your perfon ; this Agency de- 
clares to you a Providence; this Providence 
tells you that you are dear to the Creator; 
and the telling' you that, will lead you from 
truth to truth, till it bring you to thofe which 
are revealed. ™ 

If you be neither your own Creator, nor 
ycmr own laft end, you ought necefiarily to 
leek out him, who includes thefe two qua- 
lities: Ah ! if it be not God, what can it be? ' 
Religion will be ever fure to gain its caufe 
in the eyes of all -who proceed on principles. 
To know the truth of what it ' teaches, no- 
thing more is required, than to go • up to its 
fource, to analyfe it, ito follow it to where 
k is to terminate; but is disfigured, it is dis- 
honoured ; and it is no more than a lkeleton, 
that wicked men fubftitute in its place. I 
am therefore no longer furprifed, that thofe 
who have never received, any,, inftru&ions, 
fhould fwear on the reputation of ourimodiih 
wits, and be afraid of it. 

The uprightnefc of your, foul,' and the ex- 
tent of your underftanding make me hope, my 
Lord, that you will form a more, folid judg- 
ment on Chriftianity than you have hither- 
to done. Lay afide the fyftems and opinions 

with 
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with which you have unhappily filled your' 
head : enter, like a new man, on the road 
which Tradition will open for you, and you 
will judge very differently. Appeal from your 
prejudices to your own heart, for it is not you, 
■who have hitherto pronounced. But I really 
aft as my heart and mind diftate to me, 
when I affure you of all that afieftion, with 
“which I lhall continue, during my whole life, 
your fervant, &c. 

Cardinal Ganganelli. 

Rome, Nov. 29, 1768. 


LETTER cxx. 

To Count ***. 

Y OUR reflections. Count, on the prefent 
ftate of the different Courts of Europe , 
are extremely judicious. You {hew that you 
are intimately acquainted with them, and 
that, though you are not admitted into the 
cabinet of Princes, you perfeftly know what 
paffes there. 

* It is a fine thing to be on a level with the 
age we live in, in order to know it well, add to 
difcover the fecret fprings, which aftuate the 
perfonages who Ihine on the theatre of the 
world. 

The perfon you mention to me is infigni- 
ficant, unfteady, irrefolute, and confequent- 
ly not to be depended upon. There is ano* 
ther perfon, whom you know, zealous, as any 

X x one 
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one ought to be, for the auguft houfe of Bourne 
bon ; and he fets out from his palace with 
a mad determined refolution to fpeak, in the 
ftrongeft maimer, to the Holy Father rda*- 
lively to the affair of Parma ; but fcarce 4o«f 
he appear in his preience, when he dares 
not (ay a word. -As to the little Prelate* 
who was to have a&ed and become a modur 
tor on his own accord, he is an undetermined 
foul, who is always for putting things off 
tilj to-morrow, and from whom you can never 
get any other anfwer but : we will fee*. 

One may even fpeak a word to the General 
of the *** ; but he muft not be too far in- 
trufted, efpeciajly at prefpnt, when even the 
fecret enjoined by the Holy Office, is not 
kept. As to his Affiftant, he is good fort of 
man enough. 

France and Spain have here many of the 
firft rank juftly attached tp them j but they 
are fo much harraffed by a multitude of pea* 
pie who furround them, and who make hear 
ven fpeak in vtheir favour, that they dare not 
explain their fentiments. 

An ignorant Devotion, and which unhap-; 
pily is but tqo much in vogue, is continually 
whifpering, that every thing is to he facrfficed - 
to maintain the interefts of God; as if Gad 
required of his prime Minifter on Earth, that 
he (honld quarrel with all the Catholic powers, 
to maintain a few territorial rights, and to 
keep up, whether they would or not, a body 

* Vcderemo. 
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of men, who no longer can do any good, 
when the Catholic Powers are once fet againft 
them. For let us fuppofe for a moment, that 
thefe Powers are merely influenced by preju- 
dice, it is ftill true that this body of men can 
no longer be of any .fervice, when it is become 
an object of diflike to powerful Princes : but 
it is smpoffible to make people hearken to 
reafon, when they have once adopted a man- 
ner of thinking agreeable to the opinions 
they have before imbibed. 

AU this forms a Labyrinth, to get out of 
whkh there is no way feen: and the beft 
thing a man can do, is to be filent, and to 
wait God’s time. He can, whenever he 
pleafes, enlighten the minds of men, and let 
them know his defigns. 

The misfortune is, that the more delay is 
ufed, the more the minds of people are exaf- 
perated. I am convinced. Count (though I 
know yOur great talents) that you do not fee 
any dafy means of extricating U9 from our 
prefent difficulty. We have to deal with 
people who cry out, when an accommodation 
is mentioned j and there is no poffibility of rea- 
soning with them, becaufe they look upon 
themfelvcs as infpired. 

This, however, does hinder my indignation 
from riling, when I hear what is faid againft 
Clement XIII. and the more fo, as it is never 
lawful to fpeak againft the High-prieft, and 
as we read in St. Jude’s Epiftle, that St. A/i- 
chael durft not curfe even the Devil, but 
X x 2 that 
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that he contented himfelf with faying: May 
God confront you.* 

Hence I conlude that, whatever way of think- 
ing men may have, they generally make Religion 
bend to their prejudices. Some are exceffively 
fond of the Religious body, which is the pre- 
fent fubjeft of conteftation ; others carry their 
enmity againft them to an excefs : and hence 
it is, that neither the one nor the other fee 
things* as they ought to beKTeen ; and that 
truth is no longer hearkened to, but paffion 
alone. As to my part, as I have all along 
kept the medium between L -two extremes of 
each party, and have ever detefted all cabals 
and prejudices : my opinion is, that a Pope 
can do nothing better, than to examine what- 
ever has been written fro and con, in the pre- 
fence of God; as alfo- the inconveniences, 
which may arife from his determination one 
way- or other; and then, and only then he 
either can, or ought to pronounce a definitive 
fentehce: for he is the Judge, nor did I ever 
confider him', as the Ample- Executor of the 
will of the Potentates. The power that eftab* 
IHhed a Religious Order, is the only power 
that can deftroy it ; and the right is fo indis- 
putable, that it would be madnefs to conteft ifc 

But my comfort in the mirfft of thefe evils 
is, that although St. Peter’s bark is to be 
forever tolled, the Lord is Iikewife ever to fup-. 
port it, even in the midft of the greateft ftorms. 

•Non efc aufus judicium inferre bhfphemix, fed dixit; 
ipiperet tibi Dominos, Jude 9. 

You, 
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You, Sir, are more perfuaded of this, than 
any one elfe, as you have always applied 
yourfelf to meditate bn the eternal ' truths, 
and to fee, whatever relates to Religion, with 
the eyes of Faith. Thofe are eyes, quite dif- 
ferent from the eyes of Philofophy, and raif- 
ing us above this wprld, fpread us in the 
immenfity of God hitttfelf. Nothing is there- 
fore fo abford, as.-tp .adeft with our modem 
Philofopheys, that the views of- a Chriftian are 
excellively limited. A foul that expands itfelf 
even into .Eternity, and fifes: above the Uni*, 
verfe to reach to God himfelf, (who isafpirit 
purely immatqial) can this foul be contrived 
in its ideas?; ;• • 

Whenever-a man Ihall be difpofed to draw a 
parallel between Religion r aed Philofophy^ it 
will not be long before he perceive that- the 
one enlarges,. to an immenfe degree, jail the 
faculties of the; foul, While .the other .con tfa&s 
them, into a' circle extremely narrows. This 
world ii the ne plusi ultraito a.modein Philofo-: 
phery but to a.Ghriftian it : is no- more than atn 
atom. . The ene makes it. his happineis/and 
laftend; the other confiders.it only as, a figure 
that pafles away, .and gives Only a, fiiople 
glance at it.' Theone adores -it-, 1 beeaufe- it is 
his God; and his all; the other: fees it only as 
a vapour, that will foon difappear. 

• Rely not on the Prelate **#,/he has too 
much to do. 

__ If any alteration happen here, I will fpeedily 
let you know it : . but there muft be a terrible 

ihock 
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fhotk before tbntcan take ptaco* I have the 
honour to be, Count, See* 

, My Compliments to the AbW. 


LETTER CXXL 
To a Prelate . 

^1/ OU have layed me tinder a Very fenflble 
'■Jt f dbfigation by thef fervke yott halve ren- 
dered' Father u4rnatus Je Lambalte. He is a 
6afntch*thFriar f far whom I have a particular 
affeftion at* account of his godd qualities. He 
has the virtues of bis profeffloo, that is to fey, 
he is humble, meek, zealous ; and very atten- 
tive to fee the Rule oUervediu its full vigour. 

-- 1 trait your return with impatience, arid 
the more fa, as we have to difcoorfe oe peo- 
ple feying a great deal and) doing nothing. 
Each day brings xn the mod extraordinary 
news, and each day contradfeb it. Wheirthe 
mnseb Of men ane in a ferment, and affairs 
of importance are in agitation, e v er y One fets 
ftp for a Pe4itidan, and a Newfinooger, sfpe- 
cfelty in Rtmti where we hare a wbrid of 
peculators and idle people. 

As this Kfe is nothing but a fncceffioo of 
inquietudes and defiites, fee M fear, others 
hope. It was yefterday reported that the King 
of Napier was making fame troops file off 
towards us. 

St. Ign at'ius. Who wafe inflamed with a 
delire of promoting the glory of £Jod> did not 

forefee 
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fonrfee the difturbances, that one day tvcre 
to happen on account of his Children. It is 
however faki of him* that he begged of God, 
that (hey might ever be in a ftate of foffer- 
ing ; if that be true, his prayer was certainly 
heard ; for it rouft be owned, that, for fame 
time pall, their calamities have been very 
great I have really felt for their fufferings > 
they are doubly my brethren, both as men* 
and as Religious ; and if the green wood be 
treated thus, what will become of the dry*. 
You will find your Director here no more 
be is buried. Death, which always comes 
without being lent for, gives us no refpite. 
It makes its round night and day, and men 
live in as much fecurity, as if they woe funs 
that it would never come near them. 

I hope you will bring me the little pifture 
t begged of you. Continue to depend on my 
cfteem and fricndflnp ; I can give you noi 
thing elfe;. but thefe I give in a plentiful 

manner, being &c. s A .. 

6 Rome, April 23, 17^8. 

# Si » viridi ligno hsec faciuat, quid id arido fiet. 
Luke xxiii. 31* 


LETTER CXXII. 

To the Marquis Caraccioli. 

1 Return you. Sir, a thoufand thanks for the 
work you fent me, entitled : The lafi Fare- 
well of the MarechaPs Lady to her Children :* it 

* dernier* Adieus de la Marechale it fe$ Iufans. 

is 
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is a book of fentiment, and affects the heart in 
fo ftrong a manner, that I was fenfibly moved 
■with it : you ought to give it us in Italian , 
and the rather, as I confider it in the light of 
a molt complete Treatife on Education. 

- I am forry'you were not in time fupplied 
with all the interefting Anecdotes relating to 
the life of Benedict XIV : you were too late 
in endeavouring to procure them. When a 
perfon defigns to publilh the Hiftory of a So- 
vereign Pontiff, the memoirs muft be collected 
during his life-time ; every one is then eager 
to give them ; whereas after his death, he is 
foon forgotten, and very often by thofe who 
owe to him all they are. 

I exhort you, Sir, to continue your literary 
labours, which are fo advantageous to the 
public, provided it be not at the expence of 
your health ; and believe me more than lean 
exprefs, your molt affectionate fervant, 

Cardinal Gan&aNelli, 

Rome, Sept. 13, 1768. 


LETTER CXXIII. 

To the Embajfador of ***, 

I F the affair of Parma , or that of the Jefuits , 
interefted Faith, then indeed there could 
be neither any temporizing, accommodation, 
or capitulation ; for the anfwer of the Sove- 
reign Pontiffs to him, who was for altering the 
Faith, ought to be $ “ put me to death.” 

Certain 
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Certain it is, that I fear very much, left the 
Potentates end in doing juft what they pleafe, 
and that we at laft fhall be obliged to fubmit, 
when all fubmiffion will be rejected. 

Thofe times are no more, when men of 
^every rank came to bring their offerings to 
Rome, and to lay their vows before hex*. But 
•were that ftill the cafe, could Ihe, With any 
•confcience, violate the rights of ciowncd 
Heads ? A Pope, no doubt, ought to maintain 
his immunities, but not when the maintaining 
of them might caufe a fchifm ; efpecially as 
Rome is the centre of Unity, and flie cannot, 
for points that concern neither Faith nor Mo- 
rals", expofe thofe who live in her bofom, to 
the danger of a reparation from her. 

If, when the Potentates firft began to com- 
plain of the Jefuits , the General himfelf had 
written to the Monarchs, in order to appeafe 
their wrath, and to beg of them to punifli, in 
a fevere manner, thofe who might have of- 
fended them : if the Holy Father himfelf had 
followed this plan, the Monarchs might have 
been appeafed : and I really believe it would 
have been fo, provided always, that an offer of 
a Reformation had been made : but feme peo- 
ple were then obftinately bent, and are fo ftill, 
on fupporting the Society ; and this it is that 
has fet all againft them. 

Father Pontalti, the General of the Carme- 
lite Friars, afted like an excellent Politician, 
when he wrote to the King of Portugal, to 
befeech him to hinder the Religious of his 

Y y Qrde: 
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Order from trading in the Brafils. He advifed 
the Rev. Father Ricci , the General of the Je- 
fuits, to take the fame ftep ; but he would not 
hear of it. 

Where is the Sovereign, who is not the 
Mafter to keep in his territories, or to expel 
from them fuch as difpleafe him ? I am bold to 
fay, that the prefent Minifter of his Holinefs has 
not laid hold of that affair properly, nor has 
he forefecn all the confequences of it : There 
are fome fine eyes , that fee nothing .* 

Avignon, Benevento, Porto-Corvo tell 
us, that unlefs matters be foon made up, other 
places will be feized on : and thus it is, that 
territories are infenfibly loft, a long enjoyment 
of which had rendered the poffeflion of them 
very lawful. 

Benedict XIV, though of a timid difpo- 
fition, would have fatisfted the Sovereign 
Princes at this Crifis j and it is a pity that 
' Clement XIII, whofe piety we all refpect, as 
well as that of his Nephew, ihould fee things 
in a different light. I took the liberty to fpeak 
to him on this fubject, and he appeared ftruck 
with what I faid ; but immediately after, fome, 
whofe intereft it is to keep him in the way of 
thinking which they have fuggefted to him, 
prefent themfelves, and by fpecious reafoning, 
perfuade him to perfift in his former fenti- 
ments. They tell him, “ that a Religious body 
of men, who have rendered fuch fervices both 
in the old and new world, who make an ex- 
* An Italian proverb, 
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prefs vow of obedience to the Holy" See, muft 
abfolutely be preferved, and that the attempts 
made to deftroy them, proceed entirely from 
a hatred to Religion.” But they do not tell 
him, “ that the common Father of the Faithful 
ought not to provoke Princes the moil reli- 
gious and moft obedient to the Holy See: 
they tell him not that his behaviour may 
caufe a fchifm between the Holy See and 
Portugal, and that a Head of the Church 
ought to tremble, when ; there is danger of a 
leparation, which may have the moft fatal 
confequences.” 

The lofs of a few territories is nothing in 
comparifon to the’, lofs of fo many fouls by a 
fchifm. What a pitture would England be to 
Clement VII, were he now alive! The 
thought makes one tremble. The Sovereigns 
now reigning, one may be pretty fure, will 
never think of a feparation ; but can any one 
anfwer for their fucceffors ? What prefents 
itfelf under an appearance of piety, is not 
always the moft expedient. A Pope is ap- 
pointed Head of the Church to pluck up, as 
well as to plant : the good books written by 
the Jefuits , will fubfift, when they are no 
more. Neither Infallibility nor indefeftibility 
have fallen to the fhare of Religious Orders. 
Were they all to be extinguifhed at this time, 
the lofs, no doubt, would be great ; but 
the Church of Chrift would neither be lefs 
Holy, lefs Apojlol'ic , nor lefs refpeftable. The 
Religious Societies are on the footing of aux- 
Y y 2 iliary 
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iliary troops; and it belongs to the Cupreine 
Faftor to judge when they are of ufe, and 
when they are no longer fc. 

The Humiliati, or Humble Brethren, even the 
Knights-Templars did good for fome time; for 
there is no Order but what gives edification, 
and efpecially at its firft Inftitution: never* 
thelefs they were extinguiftied, when the Kings 
and the Popes judged it proper.- 

I fhall certainly regret the lofs of the good 
the Jefuits might do ; but I Ihould ftill more 
regret the lofs of thofe Kingdoms which may 
feparate from us. Thefe Fathers muft them- 
felves feel the juftnefs of my reafons ; and I 
have the preemption to think, that I could 
make them own they did, had I a conference 
with them, and would they diveft themfelves 
of the prejudices attached to every condition 
of life. — If my Friend, Father Timone, had been 
their General, they would not have met with 
the ftorms to which they have been expofed. 

Thefe are my real fentiments, though a 
Religious man myfelf: and I would fay the 
fame of my own Order, if (which God forbid) 
it ever fhould become an objeft of difpleafure 
to the Catholic Powers. 

There are certain devotional impreffions, 
which happily never dazzled my eyes. I weigh 
events according to Religion and Equity ; and 
as thefe are two fure lights, by their judg- 
ment I determine myfelf. 

Were there no other party in the Church, 
but that of Jesus Christ, all the Faithful 

would 
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would wait in peace for the evfint narked 
out by divine Providence, without being fu- 
rious partifans for Cephas or .Apollo. But peo- 
ple now fuffer themfelves to be led only by 
fenfible afFe&ions, and becaufe they know one 
Religious man, whofe conduit has been edi- 
fying, and whofe do&rine has been very 
found, a conclufion is drawn from hence, 
that the Order, of which he is a member, 
neither can, nor ought to be extinguifhed — 
But there is neither found judgment nor good 
reafoning in fuch a conclufion. ; 

: When a perfon has not feen the cafe drawn 
tip, nor the reafons on which judgment is 
to proceed, it is abfurd to attempt pronounc- 
ing. Here is a great difpute between the fove- 
reign Princes and a body of Religious men, 
famous for their talents and credit ; and un- 
lefs a perfon knows what has occafioned the 
difpute, hie neither can, nor ought to fpeak 
of it Opce more, . I do, not mean that the 
yfefmts ought to be deftroyedj but I think 
that the complaints of the Potentates ought 
to be heard ; and that thefe Religious ought 
to be fuppreffed, if there be ftrong reafons for 
doing it. 

, It is not exactly known to this day, why 
the Templars were deftroyed, and people want 
.already to know why the Jefuits may be de- 
ftroyed. I wife with my whole foul they may 
clear themfelves, and that there may be neither 
divifion amongft us, nor deftruction of them ; 
for my foul loves peace, and is incapable of 
, ' hating 
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hating any individual, much lefs a Religious 
Order. I have the honour to be, & c. 

Rome, Ofl. 29, 1768. 


L E T T E R CXXIV. 

To the Marquis of ***. 

W E are now, behold at the greateft Crifis 
that ever happened. All Europe is 
thundring againft us, and unhappily we have 
nothing to oppofe to this roaring tempeft. 
The Pope relies on Providence ; but God 
does not perform miracles every time he is 
alked to do it. Befides, is he to perform one, 
that Rome may enjoy a right of feignory over 
the Dutchy of Parma ? 

Rome has no more than an adminiftration 
purely fpiritual in Catholic Kingdoms, and 
her temporal authority exifts no where, but 
in the Ecclefiaftical State ; and even her tem- 
poral authority there is from the grant of 
the Sovereigns, whom fome are for having us 
oppofe. 

The Court of Rome cannot forget that fhe 
is indebted to France for almoft all her riches 
and fplendour ; and if Ihe remember it, how 
can Rie hefitate about yielding to the will of 
Lewis XV : efpecially as he alks no more than 
he has a right to demand. 

I compare the four principal Kingdoms, which 
fupport the Holy See, to the cardinal virtues ; 
France to fortitude, Spain to prudence. Sec. 

Sui rounded 
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Surrounded and defended by thefe the Holy 
See is formidable to its enemies; and then, 
may wevfay to it: a tboufand Jhall fill on thy 
left , and ten thoufand on thy right , but to thee 
evil Jhall not approach .* 

I figh, my dear Sir, I own, at the fight of 
the misfortunes, which, what we are now 
doing, prepares for us, and could willingly 
fay: let this bitter cup pafs from us , not be- 
caufe our cloak is taken from us, and our coatf 
may be alfo taken, but becaufe I fear a rup- 
ture : and what misfortunes will not that drag 
after it, though Religion can never be de- 
flroyed ? 

Would the Holy Father, whofe heart is 
purity itfelf, only order the atts of beneficence, 
which the Holy See has received from the, 
French Monarchs, to be laid before him, he 
could never hefitate to comply with the defires 
of Lewis XV. refpedting the Dutchy of 
Parma: but you know that every thing may 
be feen two ways, and the afpedt under 
which this affair .is prefented to the Holy 
Father, is direfUj^'oppofite to the views of the 
Sovereigns. 

There will be found a necefiity of retreat- 
ing ; and unlefs this Pope do it, his fuccefibr 
muff : a thing the more difagreeable, as Cle- 
ment XIII is a Pontiff* worthy of the primitive 
ages of the Church, and deferves to be bleffed 

# Cadent a latere tuo raille, & decern millia a dextris tuis; 
ad te autem non appropinquabit. Pf. xc. Vulg . 

t Matt . v. 40. 
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by all the Kingdoms, which acknowledge Lis 
Authority. 

The Sacred College might remonftrate to 
him : but beiides the difference of fentiments, 
■which is found among its members, relating 
to the affair of Parma and that of the Jefuits, 
the Pope will always aft as his Council directs 
him. 

I am not furprifed that Cardinal *** inte- 
refts himfelf fo warmly in favour of the So- 
ciety and its General; his attachment arifes 
from very natural reafons : but what furprifes 
me is, that he, whofe way of thinking is 
known to fevery body, Ihould be confulted 
preferably to others. In critical circumftances, 
the advice only of fuch, as are perfectly difin- 
terefted, ought to be taken : otherwife a per- 
fon becomes a party-man without delign, or 
even without miftrufting it. 

It is a fine thing to be in love with truth 
alone, and to know it, as it is in felf: but 
there are fo many illufions which affume its 
appearance, that we arg afrm milled by them. 
When a perfon would fet^Hflearly in any af- 
fair that comes before mm, he muft diveft 
himfelf of all he hithertfl^knows, he muft in- 
form himfelf, as if he k^ew nothing ; in a 
word, he muft take advice of thofe, who fee 
and judge without prepoffeffion. 

An upright intention moreover is required, 
and fuch as may draw down upon us fuper- 
natural lights ; for the Lord founds our hearts 
and reins* and if the love of juftice animate us 
Rom. via. a?. not 
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not in our refearches, he abandons us to our 

own darknefs. 

I am, with all the fulnefs of my heart, &c. 

Rome, Jan. 7, 1769. 

LETTER CXXV. 

To a Religious man of his own Order. 

\ X 7HEN Providence raifed me to the dignity 
' ’ of a Cardinal, it did not make me lofe 
fight of the place from whence I came: the 
view of that is always before my eyes, and 
wonderfully ferves to keep off ftlf-love and 
vanity. The dignity I enjoy, afid to which I 
was not born, has more thorns than rofes, 
and in that refpect, it is like all other eminent 
Rations. 

I am often obliged to be of a contrary way 
of thinking to the perfon, whom I refpeci: 
above all others, and who, above all others, 
demands my gratitude — ’Tis the moft cruel 
flruggle my heart can feel. 

Charity, which is infeparable from truth, 
has not always the moil agreeable things to 
fay: but many people are deceived in this 
point, becaufe they fancy that charity is ever 
meek and complaifant : in that cafe it would 
refemble flattery. There are occafions, on 
which charity takes fire, blazes out and thun- 
ders. The Fathers of the Church, who were 
filled with it, fpoke only by its organ, even 
when they exprefled their zeal in the ftrongeft 
manner, 

Z z When 
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When you write to the BHhop of*#*, you 
will make my . fincere conj'pliruents, and let 
him know, that eveiy thing has been done to 
pacify matters, but to no purpofe. God will 
fooner or later manifeft his will : for we ought 
ever to have him in light. 

You reftore me to life, by telling me that 
our common friend will not die. His exten- 
five learning is of important forvke to thofe 
who confult him* He has, in an eminent de- 
gree, the talent of directing folds* without 
any of thofo trifling filly ways, too commonly 
found amdftg Ihe generality of Directors : fw 
it mull be hemmed, that many men *fire& 
otheus, who hand in need of .being dice&ed 
thenafelyea;. and the women are aloxoft ever 
their ruin, by Ihewing them an attention, 
and refpe&, which is due only to God. 
When they fee the man* in whom they 
have placed their confidence* they coafidee 
him .at leaft, as the Auk 'Angel Gvkritk It 
is fit, no doubt, that a perfon fljQuld have 
a real, efteem for thofo he gonfolts* and whom 
he hearkens to as the. oracles qf the law * but 
that mufl] not be carried to an excels. 

They who are ever enthufiafticaJly fond of 
their Director* may affure, therofdves that 
there, are many humaa motives, in fiich aa 
attachment. .... 

What a furprife will it bo to many devout 
ones .of the fex, (who fincerely thought their af~ 
fecHons fixed on God, but were in reality fixed 
only on their Direftors) when, at the moment 

of 
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of their death, they fhall hear from that fu- 
preme mouth, which is to pronounce the laft 
fentence : “ It Was not 1 whom you loved j 
» begone therefore from me\ I know you not.”* 

This thought has long' made me tremble 
for Directors. I could wifli, that he who was 
formerly mine at Rome , and who died in the 
odour of j anility , had made public his manner 
of directing. He was a heavenly man, who. 
raifed people above humanity, and abfolutely 
infilled, that they fliould fprget him, to attach 
themfelves to God alone. 

We want in Italy a good book on the fub* 
je£t of Direflion. We have many that contain 
nothing but common-place Huff. But to cdm- 
pofe fuch a bode, a man mull, firfl of all, have 
the fpirit of God. Secondly, he mull have a 
great knowledge of the human heart : for it is 
incredible with what addrefs felf-love and a 
thoufand fenfible affeCtions come and relide 
there, while we perfuade ourfelves, that they 
are fo many fublime fentiments, and wor- 
thy the eyes of the Eternal. — ’Tis this, that 
renders it fo difficult a thing to form a right 
judgment of ourfelves. 

I wilh you whatever you can defire, becaufe 
I know you will defire nothing but what is 
excellent ; and I am your moll dear and af- 
fectionate fervant, 

Cardinal Ganganelli. 
Convent of the Holy Apoflles. 

. * Difcedite, nefcio ves. Matt. xxv. 13. . 
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LETTER CXXVI. 

To the Count do ***. 

W E are at laft fummoned to a Confiftory, 
which is to determine great things. We 
have to confider of the unhappy affairs, which, 
for fome time paft, have embroiled us with the 
Potentates. It feems now, that the Holy Fa- 
ther, finding himfelf unable to ftand out any 
longer, will acquiefce in the defires of the 
Houfe of Bourbon. He will at leaft lay be- 
fore us, for the fubjeft of our deliberation, his 
prefent uneafinefs, and every one will give his 
opinion. 

Would to God this plan had been followed 
from the beginning ! But, unhappily, the dif- 
agreeable confequences of an affair are often 
not feen, till a perfon is entangled in them. 

I advife you to confer with ****: Rome, 
though famed for its policy, is not always— 
You underftand me. 

The Minifters continue to make the moft 
bitter complaints ; and the parties interefted. 
in order to prevent any thing being concluded, 
form circumvallations, contravallations, &c.— 
Your own mind will tell you the reft. 

There is great room to think that France, 

Spain, and Portugal will -. 

I fhall let you know nothing, if filence be 
enjoined ; and in that you will moft furely ap- 
prove my conduct. I lhall not expofe myfelf 
to the fame reproaches the little man in quef- 
$iou did, for betraying a fecret. 

Befides 
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■ Befides the probity of a Cardinal, I have a 
natural probity, which constitutes the effence 
of an honeft man ; and this is a double en- 
gagement to fecrecy : but it will not be fo 
well kept, is to hinder the thing from being 
immediately -divulged.: nor fhould I be fur- 
prifed, were the Gazetteers -of Holland to 
receive intelligence of it 

I can know nothing before hand, becaufe 
nothing is faid. The life I lead here is as ob- 
fcure as my habit; and confequently I Shall 
not be found in thofe brilliant circles, where 
people hear and tell great news. I learn no- 
thing, but by means of our dear Abbe . . . But 
does he know every thing, or does he always 
tell the truth ? Not that he defigns to impofe 
on people; but his imagination, his lively 
temper, & c. 

• I have again feen the flying-poft .... He 
brought me the letters I looked for, and they 
contain nothing -but wife reflexions on what I 
wanted to know. Adieu without ceremony, 
as you ordered me. 

Rome, Jan. 31, 1769. 


LETTER CXXVII. 

To the fame. 

H ERE is a Revolution quite different from 
that expeXed in the Confiftory I men- 
tioned to you in my laft. The Holy Father, 
getting into bed laft night, was feized with a 

dreadful 
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dreadful convuliion — fcreamed out — and ex- 
pired. This was the day appointed to have 
drawn from the Alembic, what keeps aU the 
Catholic courts in fufpence, and has embroiled 
ns with them. People will reafon differently 
on this fo extraordinary a death in the pre- 
fect circumftances. 

I moft fincerely regret the loff of the late 
Pope, On account of his excellent qualities, 
and the gratitude 1 owe him— Religion muff 
make his Elogium, and mourn for him. Ho 
rendered it truly refpeftable, to all who were 
near him, by the purity of his morals equal 
to the uprightnefs of his intentions, and a seal 
proof againft every thing: but I ihall continue 
to lay, that it was a pity he did not fee things 
in the light in which he ought to have feen 
them. 

He has left behind him Nephews reCcitn- 
mendable for their excellent qualities, and 
tfpecially the Cardinal, who has the beff foul 
that can be met with. 

The great difficulty now is, to know who 
will be chofen in his place : I pity him before- 
hand whoever he be. I ihall not pretend to tell 
you, it is fuch a one, or fuch a one ; for it 
is always fome one, who was never thought 
on. This is certain, that I will not give my 
vote to any, who Unites not learning with 
piety. A Pope, as the Vicar of Jesus Christ, 
ought to have true devotion •, and, as a tem- 
poral Prince, a deal of knowledge and iaga- 
city. Happily the iacred College offers us an 

eafy 
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eafy choice from among its members. Pray 
that the Lord may infpire us, and give us a 
Head according to his own heart, and accord- 
ing to that of the fovereign Princes. 

I have lately feen Monfgnor Marefofihi : he 
is a wonderful Prelate for his knowledge and 
candour. 

The Conclave will be more fupportable than 
in fummer, and will make little alteration in my 
manner of life. I am only going to exchange 
one Cell for another ; and if there be any 
intrigues, I proteft to you I will be a ftranger 
to them, as I am a man who meddle the leaft 
of any thing with forming parties. 

You know my heart, and I need not tell 
you, that I am, &C. ^ Ftb . h ^ 


LETTER CXXVIII. 

To a Religious man , a Friend of his. 

I AM going to the Conclave; pray to the 
Lord that he may blefs our intentions, 
and fend a calm after fo long a ftorm. 

I am almoft engaged to take a Frenchman 
for my Conclavi/1*. Befides my great fond- 
nefs for his nation, he has fome excellent 
qualities: but after all I fhall truft nobody 
but myfelf, that I may have nothing to fear 
from his indiferetion, fhould he be difpofed 
to blab : my fecret is my own\. 

* A Cardinal’s Secretary, while in the Conclave. 

•fc Secretum raeum mihi. 

You 
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You will tell our Prelate, that I could not 
anfwer his letter, but that I expect to fee 
him at the Convent of the Holy Apollles the 
very day the Conclave ends. The minds of 
men are divided, but God is the fovereign 
Matter of hearts, and it is his work about 
which we are going. 

Endeavour to procure me the book I men- 
tioned, the moment I fliall be at liberty again. 
Adieu. I am ever your fervant and friend. 

Cardinal Ganganelli. 

Six o’clock in the morning. 


LETTER CXXIX. 

Monfignor ***. 

F OR thefe four months paft I have neither 
belonged to myfelf, nor to my friends, 
but to all the different Churches of the world 
(of which, by divine permiffion, I am become 
the Head) and to all the Catholic Courts, fe- 
veral of which, as you know, have great 
matters to fettle with Rome. 

It was impoflible to become Pope in times 
of greater ftrife and contention $ and it is 
precifely on me that divine Providence has 
appointed fo oppreflive a burden to be laid. 
I hope the fame Providence will fupport me, 
and bdftow on me that prudence and forti- 
tude, both of which are fo neceffary in order 
to govern according to the rules of juftice and 
equity. 

I take 
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I take pains to acquire the mod exa£t know- 
ledge of what my Predeceffor left me to do ; 
and which cannot be concluded till after a 
long examination. . 

You will do me a real pleafure in bringing 
me what you have written relative to this ob- 
ject, and in trailing nobody with it, but myfelf 
alone. 

You will find me, fuch as you ever have 
known me, as much a ftranger to all the 
Grandeur that furrounds me, as if I knew not 
the very name ; and you may (peak to me as 
freely as you formerly did, fince the Papacy 
has given me a Hill greater love for truth, 
and a frdh conviction of my own nothingneis. 

Rome, Sept. 21, 1769. 


LETTER CXXX. 

To a Portuguese Nobleman. 

Y OU ought not to doubt, Sir, of my mod 
earned defire to unite more than ever 
thofe ties, which fome have attempted to 
break, between the Court of Rome and that 
of Portugal. I am no firanger to the inti- 
mate union, which at all times has reigned 
between thofe two Powers, and it will afford 
me the greated pleafure to put things on their 
ancient footing : but as the Common Father 
of all the Faithful, as the Head of all the Re- 
ligious Orders, I will not proceed to aft* till I 
have examined, weighed, and judged of every 
A a a thing 
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thing according to the rules of juftice and 
truth. 

. God forbid that any human confident tion 
whatever fhould determine me ! I lhall already 
have an account fufficiently rigorous to give to 
God, without loading my confcience with any 
new fin ; and it would truly be an enormous 
one to proferibe a whole Religious Order on. 
rumours, prejudices, or even fufpicions. I will 
never forget, that while I give to Cafar what 
belongs to Cafar , I am to give to God ,what 
belongs to God. 

1 have already employed fome perfons to 
examine the Archives of the Propaganda , and 
to procure for me the correspondence of 
Sixtus-C)uintus, my illuftrious Brother-Friar 
and Predeceffor, with Philip II. I require, 
moreover, that the heads of the accufation, 
fupported by fuch teftimonies as cannot be 
rejected, be laid before me. I will be in pri- 
vate the Advocate of thofe whofe deftrudion 
is demanded of me, to the end that I may 
feek, in my own breaft, every means of jufti- 
fying them, before I pronounce fentence. 

The King of Portugal is too religious a 
Prince, as alfo are thofe of France, Spain, 
and Naples, not to approve of my manner of 
proceeding. 

If Religion require a. facrifice, the whole 
Church lhall hear me, and *#***. 

I heartily wifh that Providence had not re- 
ferved me for fuch calamitous times; for let me 
ad as I will, I fhall make male-contents, occafion 
r a deal 
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a deal of grumbling, and render myfelf odious 
to a multitude of people, whofe efteem and 
fnendlhip I could wifh to enjoy. 

I confider myfelf as one of thofe Prophets, 
whom God raifed up in the midft of tempefts, 
and one of thofe men, whofe rank expofes 
them in battle, though they have no other 
views but thofe of peace ; but who, from the 
nature of their poft, are obliged to aft. 

All is in the hands of God— May he direft 
my pen, my tongue, and my heart; I will 
fubmit to every thing — 1 will do whatever 
ought to be done — without apprehending the 
conferences, &c. 


LETTER CXXXI. 

To a Religious , a Friend of his. 

I F you think me happy, you are deceived. 

After having been hurried the whole day, 
I often awake in the night, and figh after my 
Cloifter, my Cell, and my books: and I can 
truly fay, that I envy your fituation % What 
encourages me is, that Heaven itfelf placed me 
in St. Peter’s Chair, to the great aftonifli- 
ment of the whole world ; and that, if it de- 
fign me for any great work, it will fupport 
me. 

I would fhed all the blood in my veins (God 
knows it) that every thing was quiet, that 
all people would return to their duty, that 
thofe, who have given offence; would reform, 
A a a 2 and 
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and that there be neither Divifion nor Sup- 
preffion. 

I will not proceed to extremities, till urged 
to it from the moft powerful motives, that 
Pofterity at leaft may do me juftice, .in cafe 
my own age refufe it me. But this is not 
what employs my thoughts; it is an eternity 
fo dreadful to all, but efpecially to Popes. 

I will fend you my anfwer to what you 
alked me about. You fliall find that I do not 
forget my friends, and if I fee them not fo 
often as formerly, it is becaufe bufinefs and 
cares are my centinels : they may be found at 
my gates — in my chamber— in my heart. 

Mention me to my old acquaintances : l 
fometimes think how great their aftonifliment 
muft be, when they heard of my Elevation. 

Particularly tell my old fchool-fellow, that 
he did not prophefy truly, when he ufed to 
tell our companions, that I fhould go and end 
my days in France. There is no appearance 
of that coming to pafs ; or elfe I muft be de- 
ftined to very extraordinary things indeed. I 
am ever your moft effeftionate, 

Clement, 

Cajlel-Gandolfu. 


LET- 
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Let cxxxii. P. CLEMENT XIV. $75 

LETTER CXXXJI. , 

To the Rev. Father Amatus de Lamballe, 
General of the Capuchins. 

, i 

I AM fincerely obliged to youfor the prayers 
you addrefs to heaven for my fifety. 1 
Hand doubly in need of them, both as a parti- 
cular, and as Head of the Church. I unite 
myfelf to all your fufferings, and to all your 
labours, being perfuaded that' you bear all in 
a fpirit of penance, and in a manner pleafing 
to God. 

If you make any long flay at Parts , as I 
fear you will on account of your diforder, you 
will have an opportunity of feeing Monsig- 
nor Doria, whom I love with all the pleni- 
tude of my heart, as a Prelate, who will one 
day be the joy and honour of the Church. I 
fee you among a fet of people, where there 
are great vices and great virtues ; and where, 
by a particular Providence, the zeal of the 
moft Chriftian King, and of the whole Royal 
Family, and the great Piety of the Prelate, 
who fills the See of Paris, flop the progrefs 
of Infidelity. 

Bring back with you one of the French 
Cordeliers , who, by his learning, may here 
do honour to his Nation. The Dominicans 
a&ed wifely, when they called Father Fabrici, 
your worthy Countryman, to the Minerva ; 
he perpetuates the glory of his Order by his 
Erudition. 

If 
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If your diforder hinder you not from going 
to pay your homage to Madame Louisa, I 
com million you to tell her, that I continue 
to admire the facrifice Ihe has made. Allure 
all your brethren, that I lincerely love them 
in the Lord ; and that I exhort them to con- 
tinue to live in a manner worthy of our 
Founder. 

What you delire, I will mention to Cardi- 
nal de Bern is. He will be often enquired 
after in France ; for I know he is as dear to 
the French , as he is to the Italians. 

I wilh to fee you again in good health 
and am, as heretofore, entirely yours. 

Signed, Clement XIV. 

Rome, jifril 2, 1773* 
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AN 

ENCYCLICAL LETTER 

OF 

CLEMENT XIV, 

To all the Patriarchs, Primates, 
. Archbishops, and Bishops, on his 
Exaltation. 

CLEMENT XIV 

To our Venerable Brethren, Health and Apo- 
ftolic Benediction. 

W HEN we confider the duties of the fupreme 
Apoftolate, with which we are invefted, the 
weight of fo great a burden bears us down ; and, after 
being dragged from the repofe of a life of tranquillity, 
we feem to be thrown into the depth of the fea, where 
we are ready to fink under the violence of the waves. 

But it is the •work of the Lord \ and our eyes fee 
it with admiration *. The unfearchable judgments of 
God, and not human Counfefe* loaded us with the 
moft awful fun&ions of the Apoftolate, when we were 
for from entertaining any thoughts of it. This Con* 
vision fills us with a confidence, that he who has cal. 
led us to the laborious cares of the fupreme Miniftry, 
will come and allay our fears, aid our weaknefs, and 
gracioufly hear our prayers. Peter, who ought to 
be our model, was encouraged by the Lord, who re* 
proached him with his want of faith, when he thought 
he was drowning in the fea. There is uo doubt, but 
that our Divine Head, who, in the perfon of the Prince 
of the Apoftles, has entrufted us with the keys of the 
• Pf. civiL 13. Vulg. 
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kingdom of Heaven * , and hgs commanded us to feed * 
£/7 Jheep f, defigned that we fhould lay afide all uncer- 
tainty of obtaining affiftarice. W e fUbihit therefore 
without referve to him, who is our ftrehgth and fup- 
portj, abandoning ourfelves entirely to his might and 
to his fidelity. He, through his own goodnefs, will 
finish in us the work he has begun ; and our own low- 
linefs Will ferve to make his mercy lhme the brighter in 
the eyes of all men. For if he be refolved to accom- 
plish, in thefe unhappy times, any thing for the advan- 
tage of his Church, by the miniftry of fo unprofitable 
a fervant as we are, all men will evidently fee, that 
he alone is the Author and Finijher thereof, and that 
all the glory is to be given to him alone. But the 
more mighty the aid h on which wfe rely, the more 
efforts* will we ufe to co-operate with it: the more 
fublimC the honour, to which we hahre been raifcd, the 
more care ought we to take to worthily fulfil the func- 
tions thereof. 

While we call otxr eyes over the different countries 
of Chriftendom, we perceive you, our Venerable Brt- 
thren, fharUig with us our glorious labours, and this 
fight fills us with confolation* We acknowledge m 
you, with the greateft joy, worthy Co-operators, faith- 
ful Paftors, and Evangelical Labourers. It is for this 
reafon that we are eager to addrefs ourfelves to yofc at 
the commencement of our Apoftolate. It is in your bo- 
fom, that we will pour*forth the moft inward fentimfenti 
ot our foul ; and if we feem to exhort you, or give you 
any advice, attribute it only to the diftruft we have of 
ourfelves; and reflet that it is the effe& of that tonfi- 
dence, which yoar tirtues, and your filial love towards 
tu infpire. 

In the firft place* we pray and hefeech you, Od$ Ve- 
nerable Brethren, to continually beg of God, that he 
would ftrengthen our weaknefs : it is a return of Itfnd- 
nefs which we have a right to claim from you. Pray 
for our wants, as we do for yours, to the end that am- 

♦ Matt. xvi. 19. f John xxi. 17. { Heb. xii. %. 

tually 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 


An ENCYCLICAL LETTER. 381 

tually fupporting one another, we may be the ftronger, 
and the mpre watchful. We will prove by the unity of 
hearts, that Unity by which all of us together make 
only one and the fame body; for the whole Church iy 
poe Edifice, the foundations of which were laid by the 
Prince of the Apoftles. Many (tones are joined togc- 
thcr to conftiru<ft it; but all reft upon a (ingle one, 
which is Jesus Christ himfelf. 

Intrufted, as his Vicar, with the adminiftration of his 
power, we are* by his will, railed to the moft eminent 
place.; bn* you, united with us, a£ with the yifibfe 
Head of the Church, are the principal parts of this fame 
t*6dy. Nothing can happen to apy of us, but the others 
mult be affe&ed by it; as there is nothing which can 
concern you, but what is an object of our (olicitude. 
Wherefore, in perfect concord, animated with the fame 
fpirit, which Sowing from the fnpreme Head, and fpread- 
ing through all the members gives them life, we ought 
principally to labour, that the whole body of them 
may be found and entire, and that, without wine kies 
or it may flourilh by the pra&ice of all Cbriftian 

virtues. This we may attain by the divine affiftance* 
if each, according to his power, be inflamed with 
zeal for the defence of the flock entrufted to him, if 
each apply with care to fe cure them from all fedu&ion, 
and to procure them (olid inftru&ions, and the proper 
ineans of falsifying themfelves. 

There never was a r time, wherein it was more necef* 
fary to watch over the falyation of fouls. Each day 
lees opinions, the moft capable of overthrowing all Re- 
/ ligion, fpread every where, and crouds of people fuffer 
themfelves to be feduced by the bait of Novelty. It 
is a mortal poifon, which pervades all ranks, and caufes 
the moft cruel havock. 

A frelh motive this, our venerable Brethren, to la- 
bour with more ardour, than ever, in reprefting that ' 
madnefs, which audacioufly attacks the moft facred 
laws, and infults even the Divinity himfelf. 

You will fucceed in this glorious enterprize, not by 
the aids of human wifdom, but by the fimplicity of the 
* £pb. v. *7. B b b 2 word 
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word of God, Jharper than a tnvo- edged fiword.* You 
will repel without difficulty, all the attacks of the ene-. 
my* you will eafily blunt all his darts,' when you 
prefent in your difcourfes nothing but Jesus Christ 
and him crucified :f He built his Church, that Holy 
City, and has ftrengthened it with his laws and ordinan- 
ces. He has entrufted to it the Faith he came to eftab- 
liffi on Earth, as a depojitum , which it is religioufly tc> pre- 
serve in its utmoft purity. It was his will that fhe ffiould 
be the inexpugnable rampart of his do&ritoe, and of his 
truth, and that the gates of hell jhould never prevail 
againfi her\ . As we are appointed to govern and guard 
this holy City, let us, Venerable Brethren, carefully 
preferve the precious inheritance of the Faith of our 
holy Founder, and divine Mafter, which our Fathers 
have tranfmitted down to us entire, that we in the fame 
manner may tranfmit it to our defcendants. If our ac- 
tions and counfels be agreeable to the rule consigned 
in the facred books, if we walk in the Reps of * our 
Forefathers, which cannot miflead us, letus be Allured 
that we ffiall have ftrength enough to avoid every falfr 
ftep capable of weakening the faith of * the Chilian 
people, or of hurting in any point the Unity' Of the 
Church. Let us draw only from fcripture and tradi- 
tion, what it concerns us to know and obferve; they 
are the facred fources of divine wifdom, and in them is 
found whatever we are obliged to believe and pratfife* 
whatever concerns the worfhip of God, the difcipline 
of the Church, the rules of a good life, are found in 
that two- fold depofitory. We fhal! there fee the depth 
of our fublyne Myfteries, the duties of piety, the rules 
of juftice andhumanity. We (hall there learn what we 
owe to God, y|o the Church, to our country, to our 
neighbour, ancj be fenfible that there are no laws which 
better eftablifh ^he rights of Nations and of Society, 
than true Religion. And in fa< 5 t never was the dodlrine 
of Jesus Christ attacked without diflurbing the pub- 
lic tranquilTty of nations, infringing on the obedience 

• Kch iv. 12. ' f i Cor . ii. 2. J Matt . xvi. 18. 
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due to fovereigns, and fpreading every where trouble 
and confufion. 

Such is the connection between the rights of the 
divine Majefty, and thofe of Earthly Princes, that, 
when the laws of Chriftianity are obferved, the fovft-* 
reign is obeyed without referve, his power is refpe&ed» 
and his perfon beloved. 

We therefore exhort you, Venerable Brethren, as far as 
in us lies, to frequently inculcate into the minds of the 
people entrufted to you, obedience and fubmtdion to- 
wards the fovereigns; for, among other commandments 
of God, this is fpecially neceflary for the maintenance 
of Order and Peace Kings were rai fed to the eminent 
rank they enjoy, for no other end, but to watch over 
the fafety and fecurity of the public, and to keep men 
within the bounds of wifdom and equity. They are 
the Minifters of G6d to lee jufttce obferved, and they* 
bear the fword only to execute the vengeance of God,' by 
punilhtng every one, who fwerves ffom his duty.* They 
are moreover the deareft Tons of the Church, and its 
Protedors ; and it belongs to them to maintain its rights, 
and defend its interefts. Take care, therefore, th; \ 
the very children be taught, as foon as they are fufce^- 
tible of rcafon, that fidelity to the fovereigns is to be 
inviolably obferved, that their authority is to be fub- 
mitted to, their laws obeyed, not only through fear of 
puniftimenr, but from an obligation of confcience.f 

When you have by your application and zeal thus 
difpofed the minds of fubje&s to obey the Kings, to re-' 
fpeCt and lovd them with their whole hearts, then will 
you have laboured efficacioufly in promoting the tran* 
quility of the Citizens and the intereft of the Churchy 
for the one is infeparable from the other. But to acquit 
yourfelves of this duty, fo as to infure an infallible fuc-' 
cefs, you will join to the prayers which you daily fay 
for your people, particular prayers for the Kings, to 
obtain from God their prefervation, their profperity, 
and the grace neceflary to govern with juftice and equity. 

By thus labouring for the happinefs of all men, you 
will worthily fulfil the functions of your holy Miniftry ; 

• Rom, xiii. 4, f Xb, xiii. S* fo r 
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for it i$ and juft, that Pontiffs ejiablijbed ffor nut % 

in what concerns the worjhip off Cod,* fhould prefent tq 
God the vqws of all the Faithful, befeeching the Lord 
yithput i^tennUhon, that he would fupport and 
ftccngthen him who watches over the public tranquility* 
*nd fafety of all the Citizens. 

It would undoubtedly be fuperfluous to recall here tqt 
jour memories, all the other obligations, which the 
Paftqral dignity impofes on you. You peifc&ly know 
all the duties which the Chriftiap Religion exa&s, a% 
you live in the pra&ice of every virtue: for you fail not; 
continually to have before your eyes, Jesus Christ 
hirofelf our Head, the Prince of all Pallors, and to ex- 
hibit in your own perfons a p^rfe# model of charity* 
fan&ity and humility. Our labours, our thoughts, can* 
no; have a more glorious and excellent objed than him* 
who being the bright neffs off the glory off bis Father# 
and the figure off his ffubftauce,\ has vouchfafed to raife 
us to the quality of children of God by adoption, and 
to make us his co-heirs. It is the vay to preferre the 
union and alliance of me$ with Jesus Christ, and u> 
imitate that divine model of patience, meeknefs, and 
qharity. Hence it is faid : Get thee yff up op a high 
mountain , thou that bringeji good tidings to Sion.\ 

If you have an ardent defire to comply with thefe 
duties, it is impoffible but that holy ardour mqft pafo 
from your hearts into thofe of the faithful, and that 
they be vehemently inflamed : for the example of a Paf- 
tor has an aftonifbing efficacy and force fo move th$ 
hearts of the faithful, intruded to his care. When they 
obferve all his a&ions regulated by the model of true 
virtue; when they fee him avoid whatever h^s.the ap- 
pearance of cruelty, pride or haughtinefs y that he 
quite taken up with works infpired by a motive of cha- 
rity, mildnefs, humility; they will then find thena- 
fplves ftrongly animated to follow fuch wonderful and 
edifying examples. 

When people are convinced that a Paftor forests 
hinafelf, in order to become ufeful to others, that he 

, : * He *, v. 1. f Jb . i . 3. $ If . xl. 9. 
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takes a pleafure in affifting the indigent, rn comforting 
the afflided, in teaching the ignorant; that he delights 
in helping them by his good offices and by hk cotmfeis; 
in a word. When ever he fhews himfelf perfedly difyofed 
to lay down his life for the falvation of his people : then 
every one, ftruck with his virtues, and moved by his ©x- 
ample, enters into himfelf, ahd amends his faults. Bat 
if on the other hand a Paftor, attached folely to his 
own intereft, prefer the goods of this world to thofe 
of heaven, how can he perfuade his hock to love God 
alone, and render mutual aid and affiftance to dne ano- 
ther 1 If he figh after riches, pleafures and honours, 
how can he infpire others with a contempt for them ? 
If he love pomp, if he he ptffFed up with pride, how 
can he perfuade others to the pradice of me'eknefs and 
humility? 

Since therefore, Venerable Brethren, you are under 
an obligation of forming the people according to the 
maxims of Jesus Christ, your firft duty is to liVo 
in that holinefs, that meeknefs, that innocence of man- 
ners, of which he has given us an example. Be affiired 
that you will never make a worthy ufe of your autho- 
rity, but by choofmg rither to give proofs of yOUr 
modefty and charity, than in difpldymg the mirks olf 
your dignity. Lay it down as a firff principle, that 
if you fcrupuloufly acquit yourfelves of the duties im- 
pofed on you, glory and happinefs will be heaped 'upon 
you ; and on the Oontfary if you negled them, you will' 
be covered with fhame, and will lay up for 'yourfelves 
the greateft evils. Defife therefore no other riches, than 
to gain to God the fouls he his redeemed with his oWn 
blood : feek no other glory, than that of confecrating 
yourfelves entirely to the Lord, that yon may inceflantiy 
labour to extend his worfhip, increafe the beauty of his 
boule, extirpate vices, and cultivate virtues. Such ought 
to be the only objed of your thoughts, your defires, 
your adions, your ambition. And think not, Veneyblt 
Brethren, that after having fpent a long time in painful 
labours, there will nothing more remain to exercife your 
virtue. Such is the nature of our Miniftry, fuch the 

condition 
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condition of a Bilhop, that he is never to fee the term 
of his folicitnde and cares; he never can allow himfelf 
any reft ; for they, whofe charity ought to know no 
bounds, ought not to fet any to their activity. The 
expectation of an eternal recompenfe is very capable of 
fweetening all our pains; • ' 

Ah ! What can appear hard to thole, who never lofe 
fight of that ineffable happinefs, which the Lord- will 
beftow on fuch as have faithfully guarded and incredfed 
bis ' flock, when he comes to demand an account of 
their adminiftratidn ? ■ Befides this fo precious arid fo 
pleafiog a hope, you will experience in the midft of the 
very toil of an Epifcopal life/ fuch joys afnd comforts, 
as cannot be exprelfed. When God fetotads our endea- 
vours, we fee the people, intimately united by the bands 
of a reciprocal charity, diftinguifh themfelves by their 
innocence, r candour and piety: we fee a quantity of 
excellent fruit which our watchings, our fatigues, our 
fweat have produced in the field of the Church. - * ■ ■ttx 
Oh that we could, by an unanimous concert of will, 
zeal, application. Oh that we could, our moft dear and 
Venerable Brethren, revive im the time of our Apofto- 
late, this flourifhing ftate of Religion, and re (lore it to 
the full beauty of its firft age ! Oh that we eould felici- 
tate you, and rejoice with you in the Lord on that'oc- 
cafion 1 May he, that'God of Mercy, vouchfefe t6 fup- 
port u$ by the afiiftance of his grace, and fill our hearts 
with whatever is wfell-pleafing to him ! i - - ^ 

As a pledge of our love, we give to you, witli 
all pofllble affeClion, and to all the faithful of your 
Churches, our Apoftolic befnedi&ion. 

Rome , at St, Mary- Major's, the 12th of December^ 
in the year of Ch rift 1769, and the firft of our 
Pontificate . , . 

. / • * ; * : m 

, - - • rti ' : 

•' 17-v * 
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^'letter 

To Lb wi s XV, the Most Christian King, on 
Irrbligion. 

W E knpw nothing more proper to inflame your zeal, 
than the motive which engages us to write to 
you. This letter regards not our perfonal Intereft, but 
the intereft of Religion. If we be fure of your Royal 
prote&ion for ourfelves, we have much more room to 
believe that you will grant it to our earned entreaties, 
which have no other objeft, than the advantage of the 
Church. 

It is the common caufe of God, and of Chriftianity, 
which we lay before you, our moft beloved Son ia 
. Jesus Christ. We fee, not without the deepeft for- 
row, the public worfhip eftablifhed by the fupreme 
Legiflator, attacked, for a long time paft, by impious 
men, who ceafe not aiming at it the facrilegious darts 
of their perverfe wit. One would fay, that they had 
formed a general confpiracy to entirely overthrow, by 
the moft audacious attempts, whatever is moft vener- 
able and moft facred. They blufti not daily to publish, 
heaps of writings (eternal monuments of their folly) 
in order to deftroy the firft principles of Morality, to 
break afunder the bands of all fociety, to feduce fimple 
fouls, by the baneful talent they have of fpreading 
abroad and propagating their perverfe opinions. 

The aftoniftung rapidity of their progrefs perfuades 
us, that there is not a concern of greater importance, 
or more prefling, than to oppofe a mound againft this 
torrent. 

It is not enough to take out of the hands of the 
Readers the poifonous works which ilTue every day 
from that horrible fchool ; it is moreover neceffary that 
the zeal of our Venerable Brethren, the Bilhops, fhould 
come to our afliftance ; fo that uniting our forces, we 
may, with common confent, engage the different ene- 
mies of Religion* and defend it from the infults daily 
offered it. 

Ccc We 
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We fee, on this occafioUr with .an ipexpreffible joy, 
that the Prelates of your Majefty’s vaft and flourifhing 
Empire {who are pow ^ffembled at Pqris fqr t£e affairs 
of the Clergy) enter perfectly into. our views, and that 
their paitoral folicitude engages them to ufe every 
means of flopping the ravages of Infidelity. We have 
a firm 'confidence, that by labouring, as they are going 
to do, for the caufe of God, they will receive abun- 
dantly the fpirit of Counfei and Fortitude. It is no 
Tmall comfort to us to fee them, of their own accord, 
apply themfelves, with fo much ardour, to the. fulfiling 
i'o important a duty. 

But if they (land in need of the prote&ion of the Mos-r 
High, they have alfo a right to expedt from you, our 
mofi dear fon, the neceflary fuceours for feconding their 
labours, and crowning them with fuccefs* We there- 
fore, to the utmoft of our power, befeech you to favour 
them m whatever they do for the good of Religion, and 
to fupport them with vigour. They will then give ef- 
fectual proofs of the zeal that animates them, not only 
for the falvation of the faithful, but alfo for the tem- 
poral advantage of their country, and your Majefty*s 
facred perfon : for as Religion is the ftrongeft fupport 
of Thrones, the nations who obey God, are mod eafily 
kept within the bounds of that obedience which is 
due to Kings. 

Hence it eafily appears, that our cares and folicitude 
tend no lefs to the drengthening of your Majedy’s royal 
Authority, than to the maintaining the mtereds of God. 
Human Societies are more indebted for tbeir prefervd- 
tion and fecurity to the exercife of the true worfhip of 
God, and to the dability of the revealed Do&rines, than 
to the force of arms and abundance of riches. 

The true means of drawing down on your facred 
Perfon, on the Princes and Princefles of your blood, 
the mod precious effedls of the divine mercy, is publicly 
* to maintain Faith and Piety in their purity.* Thus will 
you poflefs, in an eminent degree, the art of rfcignfag, 
that art by which your A ncedors ever {hewed therh. 
fejves Most Christian Kings ; and you will im- 
port 
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port your own glory and their’s, by incefTantly adding 
thereto, after their example, the brighteft marks of your 
own Religion. 

This fubjedt, no doubt, would require to be treated 
by us more at large ; but the high opinion we have of 
your truly Royal Piety makes us confider any longer 
difeourfe on this fubjed as fuperfluous. 

In a firm confident v* that your Majefty will grant 
what we afle with equal zeal and juftice, We beg of 
the Almighty, by whom you reign, long to prefdrve 
you, as well as your Auguft family, and we impart to 
you, with all the tendernefs of which we are capable, 
our Apoftolic Benedi&ion. May it be a happy prefage. 
of the grace and happiaefs we wifh you ! / 

Row, T/Larch 21, 1770. 


A LETTER 
To Madame Louisa of Francs. 
CLEMENT XIV 

To our dearly beloved Daughter in Jesus 
Christ, health. 

T HE moft painful labours of the Apoftolate, with 
which we are inverted, appear to be fweet and 
light, fince we were informed of your holy and gene- 
rous refolution. You could* not have undertaken any 
thing more grand, any thing more fublime, than to 
exchange the pomp of a Royal Court for the low and 
abje& ftatc of living in a Nunnery. Whether we con- 
fider the pious condefcenfion of our moft dear Son in 
Jesus Christ, Lewis, your Auguft Father, the Moft 
Chriftian King, who allows you to accomplilh fuch a 
facrifice ; or whether we confider the precious advan- 
tages which muft hence accrue for the good of the 
Church, we cannot contain our joy and admiration. 

May forever thanks be rendered to God, the Au- 
thor of all good, for having vouchfafed to fet, in your 
per fon, fo ftriking an example to alj Princes and Na- 
C c c 2 dons* 
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390 A LETTER to Madam Louisa* 

tions ; for having been pleaied to confecrate our Ponti- 
ficate by fo glorio.us an sera : It is a fubjeft of felicita* 
tion both for us and you. Ah ! How could we help 
being in raptures at the fight of thofe abundant 
riches, which the Lord has juft heaped on you, and of 
that divine fortitude, which, after the moft mature de- 
liberation, has engaged you to embrace a kind of life, 
which may be called a (ketch of heaven ? No other but 
God himfelf could infpire you with fo generous a defign. 
You learned, by the favour of his light, that all the 
grandeur of the world is no more than a thin vapour ; 
that all its pleafures are only illufions; that all its pro- 
mifes are only lies ; in a word, that the foul can find 
its peace only in the fweet exercife of the love of God* 
and that it is by ferving him alone, that you can reign. 

It is now, in the port you are in, that, removed 
from all danger of rocks or (hip wreck, you are going 
to enjoy the moft delightful tranquility, to tafte more 
than ever, thofe holy and divine pleafures, which are 
the lot of the fervants of God. When we know how 
to triumph over the world, we poflefs the greateft riches 
in the midft of want. We find true liberty, by renounc- 
ing ourfelves, true grandeur and glory in the abafing 
pra&ices of the moft profound humility. Nothing is 
comparable to the happinefs of concentering all our 
thoughts, all our defires in the bofom of God ; of liv- 
ing with him alone ; of being inflamed with his love ; 
of having no other hope than of poflefling him for ever* 

Let your courage encreafe, our moft dear Daughter, 
in proportion to the graces which the Lord fo abun- 
dantly pours out upon you. Perfevere, with all your 
might, in the noble defign which you have formed, ©f 
aiming and arriving at fan&ity. Think continually on 
him, whom you have propofed to yourfelf, as the ob- 
ject of your love, and whom you have taken the refolu- 
tion to ferve all the days of your life : refletf with your- 
felf, that the objeft of your defires is infinite, and that 
the fruits you look for, are incorruptible. Thus will 
you change your labours into delight, and enjoy aforc- 
tafte of our heavenly country. 

The 
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A LETTER u Madame Louisa. 391 

The more we refled on the generous ftep you h$vfe 
juft taken, the more we rejoice in hppe that this glori- 
ous example may excite in many others a defire of fol- 
lowing it. You will not fail calling to mind, that as 
the King, your affe&ionate Father, has facrificed even 
the pleafure he had of living with you, that he might 
not oppofe your vocation, you alfo mull do every thing 
to teftify a juft return. The only way to acquit your- 
felf of this obligation, is continually to beg of God his 
happinefs both in this life and the next. 

Your zeal for the Church, which is well known to us, 
as alfo your refpedful attachment to the Holy See, are 
frefti motives of joy and confolation : for we are per- 
fuaded that you will uninterruptedly reprefen t to God 
both our particular wants, and thofe of Religion. We 
offer you in return for thefe good offices, every advan- 
tage you can exped from our paternal kindnefs. No- 
thing can come up to the extreme defire we have of fe- 
conding your pious intentions, and favouring the fer- 
vour with which you march on in the paths of virtue. 
Wherefore, although we are thoroughly convinced of 
your zeal and perfeverance, we grant to your Confef- 
for, both prcfent and future, a power to mitigate your 
Rule, or even to difpenfe with you from it, in every 
cafe, where the weaknefs of your conftitution is not 
correfpondent to your courage. We grant you more- 
over, in virtue of our Apoftolic authority, a plenary 
and complete Indulgence* every time you approach the 


* u Whenever God remits the guilt ctf fin,- he remits at the fame 
time the eternal punifhment due to fin, but he requires fome tem- 
poral punifiunent, in order to keep us to our duty. This temporal 
punifhment confifts in thofe penitential and laborious practices which 
we perform in a fpirit of forrow and humility, and the performing 
of them is called fatisfaBion or Canonical penances. When in confide- 
ration of the fervour of the Penitents, and of other good works pre- 
feribed, the Church remits any of thefe penitential works, this re- 
mittance is called an Indulgence Boffiiet’s Expofition of the Catb . 
DoBrine , §. 98. of SatisfaBion , Purgatory , and Indulgences • Here 
is nothing in all this that has the leaft appearance of giving leave 
to commit fin, or of purchafing the remiifion of fin by money— A 
truly uncharitable fuggeftion! 

Holy 
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Hbiy Table ; and the farther to teftify to you our affec- 
tion, we grant the fame to all our holy Daughters in 
Jtitii CkaiafT, your vorthy companions, and we ren- 
der them partakers tffth you of our Apoftolic Bene- 
diction. 

Given at Rome, May 9, 1770, the firjl year oj cm? 
MntificaU. 


A Second LETTER , 

To Lewis XV. the moft Chriflian King, on occaJUn tf 
Madame Louisa’s taking the Habit . " '' 

To our moft dear Son in Jesus Christ, health** 

I T is juft that at the fame fime when we write to our, 
dearly beloved Daughter in Jesus Christ, th* 
Princefs Lovisa-Maria, to congratulate her on her, 
great facrifice, we fhould alfo pour forth our joy into 
your Majefty’s paternal bofom. You caufe in us the 
greateft tranfports of joy, in as much as you have die 
greateft lhare in an action fo glorious and fo wonderful; 
but what fills our heart with infinite fatisfa&ion is, that 
after having applauded the generous determination of 
your auguft Daughter, you fhould moreover fhew an ex- 
traordinary courage and resolution in parting with her r 
notwithftanding the valuable qualifications, which made 
her fo dear to you. When you heard the voice of Re- 
ligion, you ftifled the cry of nature, and you no lbngfcr 
faw any other in her, who was your beloved Daughter, 
than a future fpoufe of Jesus Christ*. Thus did you 
yourfelf open the way of heaven to a pious Princefs, 
who eameftly defired to enter thereon, and, by your 
generous confent, you contributed to the placing her, 
where ihe will be fheltered from the dangers which fur- 
round human life, and the boifterous waves which agi- 
tate it. 

I fee her, from that facred retreat (he has chofen, 
teaching the whole world, that there is nothing more* 

frail 
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frail and more vain than all the delights, and all the 
.grandeurs of this life: that it is neoeflary to confidcr 
ahem only as fo ®apy rocks and (helves, and the more 
fo, as they become the lamentable caufcs of a multitude 
evils, by hindering the acquifition of an eternal hap* 
piuefs. 

The lhare you have in fa glorious an a&QU, ought 
to afford you the greateft confidence in the prayers of 
your llluffrjous Daughter. She will not ceaie rcconv- 
cnending to the Lord your auguft perfon, your Royal 
family, your whole Kingdom, and what mull; in ter eft 
your Majefty the moft of all, the fahration of your foul. 
It is a powerful inter cefiion, which you have procured 
for yourfelf with the Almighty. It is therefore of the 
greateft concern for you to reap all poffihle fruit from 
an event, which providence has permitted for your good. 

V iWe wifh, with ail the fulnefs of our heart, that you 
would receive thefe teftimonies of our attachment, as 
-the fweet overflowings of the affe&ion of a Father, 
who tenderly loves you, and who is nor lefs zealous for 
your glory and happineft, than he is for his own. To 
.convince you of this, we give you with all poffible af- 
feftion, Moft dearly beloved fon, our Apoftoiic Bene- 
diction, as an indubitable proof of the Singular Jove, &c. 

.Given at Rome , May 9, 17.7Q, the firjl year of our 
^ O Pontificate. 

„ j>: J. / < . ■ ' ' ■ ■ ; ; ' » 

r -f rr . ■ fry T ?rrr _ . r 

A Third LETTER 

To Lewis XY, on the^fame fuhjett . 

A FTER fejjcifat*'ng your Majefty by our letter of 
the 9th of May, on the heroic courage with 
which your ahguft Daughter was going to embrace the 
Religious ftate of life ; after having teftified to her the 
whole fufnefs of our joy on that occafton, we could not 
dielp exprefling again to you our raptures and tranfports 
at the approach of fuch a facrifice. Her zeal is fa. 
ardent, that it can bear no delay, and fhe finds herfelf 

inflamed 
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inflamed with a defire of feeing herfelf cloathed in the 
holy habit of the Carmel itb-Nuns, by the hands of oar 
Venerable Brother, Bernardin, Archbdhop of Da- 
tnafcus , our Nuncio in Ordinary with your Majefty. 

- As foon as ever we were informed of her generous 
defign, we were fenfible that the fpirit of God adtad 
in a moft wonderful manner on the foul of that auguft 
Princeft; and we felt ourfelves preffed with the greateft 
*defire to go and perform in perfon, the ceremony of 
giving the habit, which our Nuncio is to perform,. to 
add thereby to the glory and celebrity of fo great a 
day. As the diftance of places rendered the thing in*- 
poffible, we, in part, accomplifhour defire, by charging 
'the Nuncio , our aforefaid dear Brother, with that 
auguft fundkion : We fhall feem, m fome fort, to aflift 
thereat ourfelves, and to lead our moft dear Daughter 
in J e s u s C h r i s T to the huptrals of her divine fpoufe* 
We entreat you to allow of the letters which we have 
fent for that purpofe to the Nunch, v?ho is to repre- 
sent us; and we perfaad* ourfchres' that you will ac- 
•quiefce thereto the more eafily, as thefe difpofitions 
arife folely from our zeal and affe&ion for your Majefty. 
• Receive, as an undoubted pledge of thefe fentiments, 
and as a happy prefage of divine bleflings, our Apofto- 
lic Benedidtion. We give< it you with all the tender- 
nefs of a Father, as well as to all your Auguft Chil- 
dren, and efpccially to the Auguft Princefs, who is the 
memorable fubjedt of our common joy. 

Given at Rome, n July 18, 1770, the fecond year of 
our Pontificate . 


A Second LETTER ' 1 K 

• • • J. X 

To Madame Louisa of France,, d liitr 

To our moft dear Daughter, health. 


T HE moft glorious and moft fortunate day of <y*Ctr 
life at laft approaches ; the day on which, Ae 
tighteft and moft facred bands, you are going 

came 
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fcETTER II. to Madams LouisA. 395 

itifcAc tile fpOUfe of Jgstit Christ himfelfo and to 
ydtti* ^adioiis^ ail your defires, and 
all your thoughts. 1 ' ; V ‘ * ** 

* - We -were dranfperted with jey> atld applauded your 
magnanimity from the time, when, trampling undet 
thfc : raaittei r hf the- woridi 1 you renounced all thfe 
VlelfglitiW Aemod brilliant Cdurt, to confine Tourfelf 
*4 fch£nW 24 rity of aHCloHler, ind there ferve in ap* 
prenticefhip to a life the mod humble and mod morti- 
fied; bitf yfedr 4 publlc profeiBbn, by which you are 
^ohJgf to render heaven and earth witntffes of your 
generous fartrifice, tompleats our joy". * Jftiver forget 
tharth^ tctfd, when he called jrou from the bofom of 
Grandeur to live in the fhade of the crofs, marked yOtt 
%itlf thVzfcaf of the preileftinate. ‘ The higher tae rank 
^bu ocCupibcf in the wofl 3 , tlfe more fignalized ft this 
fofetcy, anti ihe mfere Ought your foul to be penetrated 
* with love and gratitude. : 

All the ddyS fit apart for the public rejoicings of the 
W0tW : 'Kave nothing' in them comparable to this great 
flay, { 'On which, docile to the infpirationp of grace, you 
kf^ golhg to abandon yohrfelf entirely to the conduct 
bf God, and take him in a fdlemn manner for your 
irfhfcritiatice. ; ' ' . * ■* • 

Oh ! Had it pleafed heaven, our mod dear Daughter 
that ft had beeri poffibie for us to have affifted in p£rfon 
at that ceremony, J and -to { have been, not only a wit- 
hifs, 1 btot the MiHider alfO of fo heroic a facrifice J 
Btft'tWigh ihat honour be denied us* we will never* 
tKeiOfs enjoy it, as hitich as ‘poffible^ by ordering ouf 
JN'uncio m ordinary, oUr Vfcherahle Brbfcher, the Arch- 
$ifhbp of Ddmafcus, to repteleijt our perfon. It was 
l^y his hands We gave you the fScfed habit $ and by his 
lands W Will alforeceive yoi^r yows ; and, that no- 
thing &iy hi wanting to the folemnity of fo great a 
dayj Ve bhar^e'him to impart 1 to yotc all the treafures 
of the Church. , 

We n 3otibt K not but you will anfwer all the marks of 
bur paternal tendernefs, ”by advancing' more more 

ill the k career you have entered, by the conftant practice 

Ddd of 
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396 LETTER II. n Madam* Lovtslu 

,pf ail the virtue*, clj^riaVy that of humility;' ^Fb*t 
virtue will teach ypu, that jop have -nothing qf your 
own in which you can glory ; that you have received 
all from God ; that ypu are continually to difrfuft your 
own ftrength, not to rely on your own merits, but only 
on his almighty grace, and to think yourieU^ at the fame 
time, capable of every thing, through him, who 
hrengthens you, having recourfe without ceafipg to Ip* 

. infinite mercy. ( . 

„ Thefe fen timents, deeply, engraved op . your foul, 
will fpread a Chriftian, modefty over your whole exte- 
rior ; and, in the (hade of this humility, the divine 
love will take foot in your heart, and fend fpjrth the 
moft ufeful and abundant fruits , 

It is not by way of advice that we fp^ak to you in 
this manner, thinking as we do, that you (land not in 
need of any; but to enhance to you tbeyalue of. that 
(late of life to which God has called you. . . . 

You will mod undoubtedly make it a, capital duty 
to teftify, on every occafion, the mod lively gratitude 
\o ydur Augud Father, that Father who jores you fo 
tenderly, and has done every thing for you. You will 
never ceafe begging of God that he would preferve 
him, profper his Kingdom and his Augud family* and 
above all,' that he grant him eternal happinefs. 

As to us, if we may be allowed to claim the rights 
which our paternal tend ernefs ( gives us, we conjure yoji 
to dfaw down on our perfon (as being ypur Fajher 191 
Jesus Ckrist) the favourable looks of the Lor^, 
pnd to pray continually for the Church intruded to 
bur folicitude and care. Now that you are more intL 
mately iinited to him, you ongbt to intered yourfel£ 
more than per, in what concerns its a^vapt^ge apd 
glory. Be you peyfuaded on your part that we ( wiH 
continually pray to God that he may blefs yo$£ pious 
refolutions, and that he may make you advapec.morc 
and more ip his love. , 

Receive, as a pledge of ouy paternal affe&iqn," pur 
Apoftolic Benedi&ion ; we give it you with our whole 
r heart. 
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heart, as alfo to the whole Order of the 'CariuelUes^ 
to which you are going to be for ever fcffociated. 

Given at Rome , at St. Mary -Major's, under the 
Flfherman's ring, Aug. "14, 1771, the thitd y eat 
of our Pontificate . J 


A b E T T $ R 

To Monfeigneur Bernard in Girault, Archlijbop of 
Damafcus , Nuncio at the Court of the Moft Chrif 
" tian King, 

V i ... 

Venerable Brother, Health and Apoftolic 
Benedidion, , 

W E are informed that the frincefs Louisa-Marja 
of France, our dearly beloved Daughter in 
Jesus Christ* who has retired to the hjonaftery of 
the difcalceated Carmelites of St. Denis , moft ardently 
defires to embrace their holy Inftitute, apd the mord 
completely to fatisfy her devotion, fhe is to receive the 
habit from your hands, you being the fuperior of the 
Order. 

When I reprefent to myfelf that Princefs, born in 
the midft of pleafures and Grandeur, in a word, born 
in the moft brilliant Court of the whole Univerfe, con- 
fecrating herfelf to a moft auftere and retired life, I 
cannot but at once admire and acknowledge the im- 
preffion of the Holy Spirit, which may be called a 
miracle of the moft High . We are penetrated thereby 
in fo lively a manner, that, to anfwer the inexpreffible 
fen ti merits of the zeal which animates us, and the joy 
which tranfports us, we charge yoq to perform that 
Ceremony in our name. 

Therefore to give that facred and celebrious function 
all tlie fplendor it deferves, and all the folemnity it is 
fufceptible of, we, in an efpecial manner, depute you, 
our Venerable Brother* and commiffion you to perform 
it in our name. 

D d d 2 We 
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We, fbajl . be the more interested iy this, as weUulJ 
imagine ourfelves to be pr$fent» and to fee wither own. 
eyes thofe holy tranfports, with which our moljl be- 
loved Daughter in Jesus Christ wilfconfecrutf hcrfelf 
with her whole heart to her heavenly fpoufe. 

Defiring moreover to encreafe the common joy of the 
Order, and to render it more complete, by imparting 
to all the Nuns who compofe that Order, the fpirituai 
treafures of the Church, by -an effedbof our benevolence* 
we grant plenary Indulgences to all the dife dictated Car* 
inelite Nuns of the Kingdom of France , who on the day 
that (he takes the habit, fhall receive the facraments of 
penance and of the Eucharift, and implore the clemency 
of the Almighty for the exaltation of the duly Catholic. 
Church, -for our moft dearly beloved Son uf Jesus 
Christ, Lewis the Moft Chriftian King of France, 
for the Royal family, and particularly for the Priaceia* 
who is this day the fubjedf of our joy, and wh® \s gplng 
to enter on the noviciate of a ftate of life theuujftau* 
ftere, and the moft holy, to the end that being enriched^ 
day by day, with new' graces, (he may become more tb^ 
ornament of her Order by the regularity of her lif^ 
than by the fplendour of her name; and we charge 
our Venerable Brother, fpeedily to inform all who may 
be concerned, of the.falutary favour we Ifindly grant 
them ; and as a mark of our Pontifical benevolence, wy 
give you, 8cc. Y ' . ^ ^ 

Reme, July 18, 1770, the fecond year of cur Pen* 
tificate . , 



To the M o 9 t Christ.un King. 


To our moft dearly beloved Sqn in Jesvq 
Christ, Health. ^ v 

’* i s f ■ •' . 

W Henever we think of your Illuftrious Daughter; 

Louisa-Marja of France, who is alfo out 
Daughter in Jesus Christ, we blefs God for having 
infpired her with fo holy a refolution : wc have con^ 
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ft»^yb^pte^jr /eyes, the great example ftefctftoriie 
whole w^rj(d^aii example* which is -an honour, to tfr^ 
prefent ^ge, and will ,be the admiration of Pofterity. 
The tppre the moment of;th$ facriEce^ draws nigh, t $h$ 
more we redouble our prayers, and the more we.^qfir^ 
to pour forth injttvypur he*rt the featiments which at- 
tach us to your, perfon, in paying.you? the tfib^tf 7 c^ 
praife juftly dueto.ypu for th^fliare . you,ha*e in 4J1® 
great event, of jyhich Church is^goi^gto be wi;neis. 

You could undoubtedly hav^ done nothing better* 
than to fecure to ypuffelf afpppprt in the, prayer^ and 
vows o£herf t who. is. ]CQNiy> devoted to jour perfon, and 
fo wellrpleafing to God. In that your wifdom and re-, 
ligjon egually Upne_ forth ; . and we are thereby per- 
fuaded, that >the., divine Gpodnels will enable you to 
reap the greateft advantage fronrfQ favourable an event. 
We fecilitate you thereon with our whole heart, and 
we congratulate ourfelves that “ourconne&iorr with our 
moft dearly beloved Daughter inJssua^CHRisT is foon 
to become ftri&er than ever. It would be our moft ar- 
dent with to tighten theft knots ftill faftfir by prefiding 
purfelyes at the Ceremony which we fee drawing near* 
and receiving in our hands the folemn Vows which the 
ipoft tender and affe&ing piety is going to pronounce. 

This wifh penetrates us the more, as that would be 
the happieft opportunity for us of difcoutfing with you, 
pf embracing you, and of fhewing in our countenance 
and in our eyes the fentiments with which you infpire us. 
Then our paternal tendemefs, and our paftoral charity 
fully difplayed, would allure you, in the ftrongeft man- 
ner, of the whole extent of pur affedlion. But alas! 
We are unhappily reduced to enjoy this fatisfa&ion only 
in idea. 

As to every other advantage, we have endeavoured 
to procure them for ourfelves, in fpite of our abfence, 
by making choice of our Venerable Brother the Arch- 
biftiop of Damafcus t to fupply our place, having given 
him, for that effect, the moft fpecial and ample powers, 
as we did before, when we charged him with the repre- 
sentation of our perfon at the taking pf the habit. 

, Informed 
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400 LETTER u the pumt of Parma. 

Informed* as we ire, that your Majefty was then fa- 
tisHed with the manner in which we ordered our Auguft 
Princeft’s taking the habit, we flatter ourfd ves, that you 
will equally approve of the fame orders and diipofltions 
on this occafion* ^ t r; 

We therefore earneftly intreat you to fecond oUr vie*fes 
with your ulbal goodnefs, by allowing us the confolai- 
tion of feeing our place again fupplted Hy him who re- 
prefen ts us. Receive, as the beft proof we can give you 
of our attachment, our Apoftolic Benediction/ which, 
like a pledge of the bleflings of heaven, win extend to 
all your Auguft Race, and your whole Kingdom, if our 
vows are heard. 

Given at Rome , at St. Mary*Majtr-s 9 under the 
Fijherman's ring % Aug;. 14, 1771, the third year 
of our Pontificate • 


A L E T T E R 

* ■ . ■ • ;■■*•-*-** • ■ < • * * m •»* 

7 a the Du KB a/VAiMA. . *. , - 

I T would be very difficult for u$ to exprefs all the joy 
your letter gave us, as in it we found the fentiments 
of the moft tender affeftion. We are the more pleafed 
with receiving at this time the marks of your friendftup*. 
as we always were fincer$ly attached to you, and ever* 
uninterruptedly iuterefted ourfelves in whatever con-, 
cerned you. . . ** 

We felicitate purfelyes at the fame time; for your 
having received, with' all poffible kindiiefs, the tefti- 
mony of our friendlhip, with regard to the illuftribij? 
young (hoot, who will one day inherit your virtues, ahd 
the marks of our gratitude, for the ardour with which* 
you laboured to reconcile us with the moft Chriftian 
King, By that you crowned your piety towards the* 
Holy See, and took a ftep equally glorious and merito-^ 
rious. The mediation which you are to employ with* 
pur dearly beloved Sons in Jesus Christ, thole mofP 
virtuous Kings, your Grandfather,* Uncle f andCoufin,* 
* kewis XV. f King of Spain. \ King of Naples. * ' 


\ 
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BETTER II. la: tb*. Butt P a r*a. 401 

tor engage them to effect* the* fmaMeft trace** of all pall 
miftmdcrftanding*, andtd reft ore to us the territories of 
-<Avign 9 n> Benrvtnto and Portt'CorvO', cannot fail being 
very efficacious. You, did us juftice, when you appear- 
ed convinced ctfooreitremeJoveforpsace and concord* 
particularly with rite -AngP ft Sovereigns of the houfe of 
B^ur^on* who.fcaye always defer ved fo well ofus, 
the Chair of St: Peteri and of the Church in gene? 
ral. We never doubted but that the religion and piejry 
of thofe Princes, would infpire them with the pacific 
difpofitton*, -we -ourfelves had. We conceive the 
greater hopes from yoOr mediation, on account of your 
royal virtues, and the love your Auguft Relations juftly 
hear yon. They, will be the more earned to’ fecond 
qrOur good defigns, as they will be pleafed to fee peace 
and harmony arife from the very fource, from whence 
had proceeded the fubjelt of mifunderftanding and dif- 
union. We will, by way: of return, take every oppor- 
tunity of proving in the moft conspicuous, manner, ou^ 
gratitude and Rffe&ionV We give to you, with all the 
.tendeniels of a paternal heart, oqr Apoftqliy Benedio-^ 
tion, as we alfo give it t° ,y?ur virtuous fpoufe, apd 
to your de^r new born fon; and pray Almighty 
Cod to encreafe from day to day yqur virtues, and 
bring you to that glory which he.referyes for his El$$. ; 

• m . 1 . ' ; . ' ■ . » ijy t, , ■ • • * ■ j 


A Second LETTER 'to the /aide. 

. A^S Coon ^s we werp informed of the care and pains 
you had taken to reconcile us with the JMonarchsv 
0#* dearly beloved fo^s in Je*Vs Christ, and to rein- 
ftate the Apo/tolic See in its ancient pofleffiaus, we re* 
folved to return you our moft fmepre thanks. Sjnce, by 
ypur wifdom,, you have, accomplifhed that grea^ work, 
we will make our joy and gratitude break forth: We 
affure you that we nevpr will forget that generous ftep, 
which procured us the moft fignal benefits, and that the 
paternal tendernefs we bear you, is equal to your rare 
virtues. We therefore wifh you, with all the tulnefs of 
, our 
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bur hut, whatever : am contribute to you* glory and 
happiuefs. The M *«kfufe*of h*no> for whom we hare a 
tender affection ^odp accbtrtit 6f his merit, and the fer- 
vices he ha$ rendered Us, rotift ha*« informed you of otir 
fehtiment*withf*g$rd*6 y otf." ~ TV demerit thde fenti- 
iaents (till more and more, weofttnntially ^ray to the 
Lord'to foeond, by the abtmdaOce t^i^^eavenly gift*, 
the Apoftolic Briifeditfion with ftht , * 

the tnoft certain pledge of ouT 3 affSASorf, • r * 1 


f ) I..,-*. ... ft( . * .a, i w7 nrrii v ? ■ 

A : ,, it B R I . EL E ::: ... :; ; 

9bcta*r folotvd'Sn P^TtfR-FRAacisdBoooii 
- ' Gtnwrtl* yf tbA M**k* tb* Ctngrtgatiin 

* Mauruf. - i J - •* ■ .u^ 1 nn 

- .in . l ’ j ai >3: - • t * * .)• . f . 

; C L EiMiE N T XIV . a 

Our dear Squ^ ticaltfe' and Apoftoifc 

Y O U R Letter, '^Hieh was dictated by mfj/eft, at- 
tachment, and the mdft tender 1 lute; (hews the 
exteht of the joywhifchyoiiahd yoUr Congregation felt 
Ot our Exaltation to the Sovereign Pontificate. But wb 
knew before that* tindery our fonfciWfettt* with regard t& 
the Apoftolic See, and the frefli teftimony you have 
given us, ferves lefs to prove thofe fentiments, than to 
allure us of tjbeoltnare^ad more.; - ^ ■*> * M 

We were therefore fenfibly affected by thefe demon- 
ftrationsof your zeal, tbb value of wldch yoti ilrdy^r 
Congregation have enhanced, by befeechin^‘as )feu di; 
the Father of Mercies^ td fupport and Rrrii^theh ott? 
Weakttefs by his powerful affiftance, in the dtfchkrge of 
fo important an employ. 1 n ; 

As to the judgment you form refpdftfh jj otif perfon, We 
only fee it tn your indulgence, y©Ur fiffal lbve/and die 
ardent zeal which animates Vod towards us. Oh on t 
(ide, we earneftiy wifti for an opportunity of teftifyihjr 

• This Gentleman is now Grand-Prior of, the Rojal Abbey of 
it. Denis. 
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In an obliging manner the kindnefs we bear you and 
thofe who are in fubjedtion to you. In the mean time, 
we give, as a pledge of our paternal tendernefs, to you 
gnd to all yours, with all the effufion of our heart, our 
Apoftolic Benedi&ion. 

Given at Rome , at St. Mary* Major's, under the 
Fijker man's ring, dug. n, 1769, and the firjl 
year of our Pontificate. 

Benedict Stay. 


A BRIEF 

To our dear Son Bo dd a eat, Prior-General of the Order 
of the Guillelmites. 

CLEMENT XIV. 

Our dear Son, Health and Apoftolic Benedi&ion. 

T HE joy you teflify to us on our coming to the 
Sovereign Pontificate, correfponds with the at- 
tachment your Order has had for us now this long 
time. We doubt not, but that, to thefe exterior marks 
•f your zeal, you join the fuccour of your prayers to 
Almighty God, that he would vouchfafe to fupport our 
weaknefs; and in confequence of this perfuafion, we 
eairieftly beg the continuation of them, as an effedl of 
your charity towards us. As to our fentimenls with re- 
gard to you, the proofs we have heretofore given of our 
kindnefs, fhew fufficiently what you may expedl here- 
after. Be allured that our new dignity, fo far from 
weakening this kindnefs, only encreafe 3 and augments 
it ; efpecially after the teftimony you give ns, that, 
having vifited with care the Monafteries of your Or- 
der, you found them faithful to the rules of their 
Inftitute. This affurance coming from you afforded us 
the greateft pleafure, and redoubles the tenderrefs we 
had for you : and, as a pledge of it, we grant to you, 
•ur dear Son, and to the whole Order entrufted to yoi r 
E e e cate 
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care, with all the effufion of oar heart 9 oar Apoftolic 
BenedifHon. 

Given at Rome, at St . v Mary -Major's, under tht 
Fijher man's ring, July 9, 1 769, and tbe firjl year 
of our Pontificate . 

Benedict Stay* 


A DISCOURSE 

Pronounced by Clement XIV, in a fecret Conjifiory held 
Sept . 24, 1770, on occajion of tbe reconciliation of 
Portugal with tbe Court of Rome. 

I T looks, Venerable Brethren, as if Providence had 
made choice particularly of the 24th of this month, 
for me to notify to you the great event, which has 
brought us together in this place. This ftme day, the 
anniverfary of my coming to Rome, of my elevation to 
the purple (however unworthy I were of that honour) 
is alfo that, on which I announce to y#u a full and en- 
tire* reconciliation with Portugal. 

We have juft received the moft fincere and moil glo- 
rious proofs of the fubmiflion and zeal of his Most 
Faithful Majesty towards us : they have even fur- 
pafled our expectations. Not only the ancient cuftoms, 
and the ancient mutual refpect, which have ever fob** 
lifted between us and that Court, are renewed, but con- 
firmed in fuch a manner, as to acquire new ftrength. 

When we foretold what is come to pafs, we grounded 
our hopes on the faith and piety of our moft beloved 
Son in Jesus Christ, who at all times has given the 
moft allured marks of his zeal for the true Religion. The 
day on which we were informed of his reconciliation, 
has augmented the glory and advantages of the Holy 
See, filling us at the fame time with confolation and' 
joy. There is nothing therefore, which we ought not 
to do, in order to teftify the full extent of our gratitude 
to his Most Faithful Majesty ; nor is there a wiftt 
'which we ought not to form for his prefervation, that 
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of his Atiguft and dear Spoufe, Ma r i a- An n a-V i ctor i a, 
*pho emulated him in labouring herfelf with the greateft 
zeal in bringing about this accommodation. The Count 
<POyeras, Secretary of State, is likewife deferving of 
our gratitude and elogiums, without forgetting the 
Commander of Almada, Plenipotentiary Minifter at 
our Court, and whom we have often heard, with the 
greateft joy, declare to us the pious and magnanimous 
fentiments of the Most Faithful King* As there 
are no means more proper to teftify our gratitude to- 
wards a Prince fo worthy of our elogiunas, than to praj 
God that he would pour down his bleffings on him ; let 
us entreat him continually to grant us that great fa- 
vour, &c. 


A DISCOURSE 

Qf Clement XIV, in a private Conjtftory held June 6* 
1774, on the death ^ Lewis XV. 

' Venerable Brethren, 

I F any thing could afford as comfort in the midft of 
our painful labours, it was to learn that Lew 14 
the Most Christian King had the beft intentions, 
and the greateft attachment to Religion and our Perfon: 
But Alas ! That comfort is this day become the fubjeft 
of the moft piercing grief. Our life is filled with bitter- 
nefs ever fince the melancholy event of his death, which 
happened in .confequence of a moft cruel diftemper. Our 
confternation is the greater, as we have loft him at the 
moment he juft had given us the moft fhining proofs of his 
juftice, his greatnefs of foul, and his moft tender affec- 
tion towards us and the Apoftolic See. What adds to 
our affli&ion is, that we can now difcharge, only by 
pur tears and grief, what we owe to him. 

Let us however adore the decrees of divine Provi- 
dence, and while we fubmit to the orders of the A 1 -. 
mighty, on whom absolutely depends the deftiny of 
Kings, let us alfo acknowledge that every thing is 
direded by his wifdom, and for his greater glory. 

E e e 2 Nothing 
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Nothing but thus refigning to the divine will cam 
alleviate our grief. Scarce had we learned the danger 1 
which threatened the King’s life, but we addrefled our 
mod fervent prayers to heaven for obtaining his reco« 
very. All France then weeping joined with us, and 
the whole Royal Family, with torrents of tears, per- 
formed the fame duty ; but above all our deared be- 
loved Daughter in Jesus Chris t, Maria-LouisA of 
France , who from her holy retirement railed her hands 
to heaven, and fent forth the deeped groans. 

Though our vows were not heard, we have at leaft 
a firm hope that our prayers may be of advantage 
towards the repofe of his foul, and procure him am 
eternal glory. 

Our hopes are grounded on the love he ever had for 
the Catholic Religion, his attachment to the Holy See, 
his kind difpofitions towards us, of which he gave us 
marks to his lad breath ; finally on the fincere repent- 
ance he tedified in the prefence of the whole Court, 
begging pardon of God, and of his Kingdom for the 
errors of his life, and defiring to live for np other end, 
but to repair them. 

The fame prayers which we offered in private for 
the repofe of his foul, we will perform alfo in public ; 
nor (hall that hinder us from remembering him before 
.God to the lad hour of our own life. 

We are to declare to you on this occafion, Our Ve- 
nerable Brethren, that Lewis-Augustus, our mod 
dearly beloved Son in Jesus Christ, Grand-fon of 
the late King, fucceeds to the territories and kingdom 
of his Grand-father, inheriting at the fame time all the 
heroic virtues of the augud houfe of Bourbon. 

We are already perfedlly acquainted with his zeal 
and attachment to Religion, as alfo with his filial Jove 
towards us. His moving and affc&ionate letters joined- 
to what fame already every where publiflies of his rare’ 
virtues, are the mod convincing proof. Nor have we 
$ny thing more at heart, than to correfpond, as far as 
Jifs in our power, with fentiments fo commendable. 
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We are in like manner to inform you, that our 
Venerable Brother, Franci s-Joachim, Cardinal de 
Bern is, heretofore Minider of the late King in our 
Court, is confirmed in that port: by credentials which 
he has prefented to us. While we (hew our entire 
fatisfa&fon on that account, we fee your joy break out, 
knowing that you are perfuaded equally with us, that 
he is a mod faithful Interpreter of both the King’s 
intentions and of our’s, in order to maintain the mod 
happy harmony. 

Let us, with the mod fervent prayers, conjure the 
Almighty, from whom Kings hold their crown and 
Empire, to fhower down his mod abundant bleflings 
on our mod dearly beloved Son in Jesus Christ, 
Lewi s-Augustus King of France, that he may, 
during the courfe of his reign, enjoy every kind of 
profperity, and that he may live in a manner equally 
ufeful to Religion and advantageous to the illudrious 
French nation. 


The BULL 

FOR 

The UNIVERSAL JUBILEE 

of the Year 1775. 

Clement, Bifliop, fervant of the fervants of 
God, to all the Faithful in Jesus Christ,' 
who thefe prefent flhall fee, health and Apo- 
llolic Bcnedi&ion. 

T HE Author of our falvation, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, contented not himfelf with procuring 
for mankind, by his padlon and death, a deliverance 
from the ancient flavery of fin, a return to life and 
liberty, and elevating them to the fublime title of 

co*heirs 
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fcd^ieirs of Ills glory, and of children of God : but to 
aH thefe favours he added one of infinite value, defigned 
for thofe, who dragged away by- human weaknefs, and 
their own wicked difpofitions, fhould have the misfor- 
tune of'lofingall right to thatdiviilb inheritance. By 
the power which he gave to the Prince of the ApofUes 
of remitting fin, when he committed to him the keys 
of the Kingdom of heaven*, he procured for finners 
die nleans of expatiating their crimes, of recovering 
their firft righteoufnefs, and of receiving the fruits of 
fchrir redemption* As this is the ohly thing they can 
do, Who ' have ' 1 departed from the law of the Lord, 
In order to be hdinitted again to the friendfhip of God, 
ahd arrive at eternal falvation, the fuccetfors of St. ! 
Pxtbr, the heirs of his power, never had any thing 
inore at heart, than tW invite all Aimers to thefe divine 
fburcfes J of mercy, to offer and promife pardon to true 
penitents, and laftly to invite to the hopes of rbmifiion 
even thofe who fhould be chained down under the moft 
heavy load of their crimes. 

Although in the exercife of fo important a function, 
and fo necefTary for the falvation of, mankind, they 
never interrupted thefolicitude of their Apollolic Minif- 
try ; they however thought proper to choofe and pitch 
upon, in the fucceflion of ages, certain remarkable 
EfmkaS) wherein torengmge finners' to appeafe the divine 
wrath, embrace repentance as the only plank after 
fhip wreck, and this-frdjh hopes of a ihorc ample harveft 
of graces and pardon, and from the public and general 
liberty 6 f partaking of the tfeaiuF& of the Indulgences, 
of which they are the dfcpofitaries,- Apditp the etod that 
no generation might be deprived -of the precious ad- 
vantages annexed to this time of releaferaem, they ap- 
pointed the renewal of the Jubilee , every five and 
twenty years ; which year is the holy year, a year, a- 
bove others, of grace and pardon, the opening of which 
they appointed in the City, which is looked upon as 
the Centre and feat of Religion. 

• • Matt 4 , xvi. 19+ 

In 
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Iir conformity tharefoce> to fo filutary a cuftorn, and 
being very near one of thofe privileged . years, w£ are 
eager to announce tQ youall, our* Children** who. are 
united in the profeflion of the . fame, fajtfi with u$* 
and the Catholic,. A port ol it tiadi Roman Church; and 
we exhort you tp labour for theiiij vatic® of, your fouls* 
and to profit by the means of falvation* which may 
turn out* the moft efficacious for you. We will make 
you fbarers and partakers of all the riches of the 4» v me 
goodnefs and mercy; and in the firft place* of thofe 
which have their fource in the Wood of Jesus Christ. 
We will then ppen to you all the doors of the rich Ma- 
gazine of fatisfedlory works* which derive merit from 
the moft Holy Mother of God, the Holy Apoftles, the 
blood of the Martyrs,' and the good works of all the 
faints ; fo lively and fo fin-cere is our defire to facilitate 
for you the recovery ef peace and reconciliation. 

Now nothing can contribute more to this end, than 
the multitude of fuccours, which may be expe&ed from 
the Cemmunhn of Saints. United to their Auguft com- 
pany, we altogether compofe the body of the Church, 
which is one radivifiblc body, and that of Jesus 
Christ himfelf, whofe blood purifies us, reftores us 
to life, and enables us to be of ufe one to another. For 
to (hew* in a more glorious manner, the immenfity of 
his love and mercy, to render more fen fible the infinite 
force and efficacy of his paffion, and of his merits, the 
Redeemer of mankind has been pleafed to make the 
effe&s thereof flow on all the members of his myftical 
body; to the end that they may have every eafy means 
of mutually aiding one another by a communication of 
iuccours, and reciprocal advantages. His intention 
was in this wifely contrived affociation (the principle 
of which, is his precious blood, and the union of hearts 
all the ftrength) to prevail on the tendernefs of the 
Eternal Father to fliew us mercy, by offering him mo- 
tives the moft capable of determining him thereto, viz. 
the ineffable price of the blood of his fon, the merits of 
bis Saints, and the power of their fufferages. 

We 
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We invite you, therefore, to come and drink of this 
imtnenfe canal of indulgence, to enrich yourfelves from 
the inexhauftible treafures of the Church ; and accord- 
ing to the practice and inftitution of our anceftors, with 
the confent of our Venerable Brethren the Cardinals, &c. 

O all ye, who are children of the Church, let not 
pafs this fo valuable an opportunity, thefe days of 
falvation, without employing them in appealing the 
juftice of God, and in obtaining pardon. Alledge not 
in excufe of your delay, either the fatigues of the jour- 
ney, or the difficulty of the paflage. When you are to 
be enriched with the Largefles of heavenly grace, and 
to be introduced into the tabernacle of the Lord, would 
it be fit that you (hould fuffer yourfelves to be dis- 
heartened by inconveniencies and obftacles, which never 
frighten thofe, whom curiofity, or a defire of riches lead 
every day to the moft diftant regions ? The very labour 
and difficulties, which you may apprehend, undertaken 
on fo noble a motive, may be of infinite fervice towards 
reaping the moft abundant fruits from your repentance- 
And, indeed, the Church has all along regarded, as of 
fingular ufe, the pra&ice of Pilgrimages , being perfua- 
ded, that the trouble and inconveniences neceflarily at- 
tending them, are fo many compenfations for paft fins, 
and convincing proofs of a fincere repentance. Should 
the aftivity of your zeal, the ardour of your love for 
God inflame you to fuch a degree, as to make you 
entirely forget your fatigues, or to diminifh them, be 
not alarmed on that account : that holy joy and ala- 
crity will accelerate your reconciliation, and will even 
be a principal part of the fatisfadion due for your fins, 
fince much Jhall he forgiven him , *who hath loved much .* 

Come, run therefore, to the city of Sion ; come 
and feed of the abundance, which reigns in the houfe 
of ^he Lord. Every thing here will draw you to re- 
pentance; even the fight of -this City, the ordinary 
abode of Faith and Piety, the fepulcher of the Apoftles, 
the tombs of the Martyrs. When you (hall fee that 
ground, which was watered with their bloody when 


* Luke vii. 47 . 


the 
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the numberlefs veftiges.' of their fan&ity (hall on every 
fide prefent themfelves to your fight, it will be im- 
pollible for you to hold out againft that bitter grief, 
which you will feel for having gone fo far from the 
rules and laws they followed, and which you had pro- 
cnifed to follow as, well as they. You will find in the 
dignity of the divine worlhip, and in the majedy of the 
Temples a powerful voice, which will recall to your 
mind, that you yourfelves are the Temple of the living 
God; apd which will encourage you to embellilh it 
with the more ardour, as you had formerly an inclina- 
tion to profane it, and make forrowful the Holy Ghoft. 
Laftly, the tears and groans of a great number of 
Chridians, whom you will fee deploring their pall 
errors, and begging pardon for them of God, will iup- 
port your good refolutions. The fentiments of grief 
and piety, of which you will be witneffes, will Aide* 
into your hearts with a facility, that will furprife you. 

But the mod affedting of all confolations will not fail 
fpeedily to follow that holy forrow, and religious 
mourning, when you fee a multitude of people and na- 
tions running in crouds to pradtife works of repentance 
and righteoufnefs. In fadt, can you ever hope to fee a 
fpedtacle more pleafing, more enravilhing, chan that 
which a moving reprtfentation of the glorious triumph 
of the crofs and of Religion prefents to the whole 
earth ? We at lead, on our part, (hall be at the height 
of our joy, when there wiU be an almod general meet- 
ing of all the children of the Church ; being perfuaded 
that we ihall find for ourfelves a fuperabundance of aid 
and refources in the mutual efforts of your charity and 
piety. For we have an entire confidence, that when you 
join with us, in intreating the fupreme didributor * of 
graces to preferve the Faith, to bring back thofe nations 
who are feparated from its Unity, to bedow tranquil- 
lity on the Church, and happinefs on the Chridian 
Princes, you will alfo remember, in your prayers to 
God, your common Father, who has you all in his 
heart, and procure, by vows and earned entreaties, the 

F f f ftrength 
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ftrerigth out weaknefs (lands m need of to bear the inv 
menfe load laid upon it. 

As to you, our Venerable Brethren, Patr*- 
archs, Archbishops and Bishops, ibare with ns 
in our folicitude ; take on yotirfelves, at one and the 
fame time our functions and your own; publifb to the 
people entrufted to your care this time of repentance 
and reconciliation. Employ all your care and au- 
thority, that this favourable opportunity of obtain- 
ing pardon, which our paternal love has offered to 
the whole Chriftian world, in conformity with the 
ancient pra&ice of the Church, may produce the mod 
ample fruit in the lalvation of fouls. Let them hear 
you explain what works of humility and Chriftian 
charity they are to perform, in order that they may be 
the better difpofed to receive the fruits of that heavenly 
grace, which is offered to their wants. Let them learn, 
by your precepts and examples, that they ought parti- * 
cularly to have recourfe to fafts, prayers, and almf- 
deeds. 

If there be any among you, our Venerable Brethren, 
who are willing, over and above their other Paftoral 
toils, to add that of leading themfelves a part of their 
flock towards the City; which is, as it were, the Fortreis 
of Religion, and from whence will flow the fprings of 
Indulgences, they may promife themfelves, that we 
(hall receive them with all the feeling tendernefs of a 
Father. Independant of the luftre they will add to our 
folemnity, they themfelves will be able, after fuch noble 
fatigues, and meritorious toils to reap a mod ample 
harveft of the largeffes of the divine mercy ; and at 
their return with their flock, they will have the confu- 
tation of diftributing this precious harveft among them. 

Neither can we doubt, but that our dearly beloved 
Sons, the Emperor, the Kings and all Chriftian Princes, 
will aid us by their authority, in the vows we form for 
the falvation of fouls, that they may be crowned with 
the happy fuccefs we expedl from them. Wfe therefore 
exhort them with our whole foul, to concur, in a man* 
Her anfwerable to their love for Religion, with the zeal 
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of our Venerable Brethren the Bifhops, to favour tbeir 
undertakings, and to procure the Pilgrims all fafetjr 
and convenience on the road. They are not ignorant 
that fuch cares cannot fail of contributing much to 
the tranquillity of their reign ; and that God* k wili be 
the more favourable and propitious to them, in propor^ 
tion as they (hew themfelves more attentive to aug- 
ment his glory among the people. 

But to the end that thefe prefents may come to 
hand, &c. 

I liven at Rome, at St . Mary -Major's* <bc. May 12 , the 
year oj Lord 1774, and the fifth of our Pontificate . 


CONCLUSION. 

T HIS Bull, with which I conclude this 
Collection, may be confidered as the 
laft Will and Teftament of Clement XIV. 
Death, which was then working within him, 
told him his end was drawing near, that he 
was then fpeaking to all the Faithful for the 
laft time, and that God demanded of him the 
facrifice of his life. 

Every one took a lhare in this misfortune ; 
and all the different Communions, however 
divided in their belief, united to beg of the 
Lord the prefervation of a Pontiff fo agreeable 
to all the crowned Heads, and dear to the , 
whole world. Some called to mind the kind- 
nefs with which he had received them ; others 
his prudence and pacific difpofition, while, a 
ftranger himfelf, to the greatnefs of his fuffer- 
ings, he employed his intercepted breath in 
fending up fighs to heaven to obtain on earth 
F f f 2 the 
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the reign of Concord and Truth, and to leave 
behind him marts of his love for juftice and 
peace. 

I wifhed to have fome of his letters, which 
he wrote during the fix laft months of his life, 
which were a time of trial and fufferings, but 
I could not procure any. We have however 
enow to convince us, that this great Pontiff 
was fincerely attached to what is efiential in 
Religion, without being tied down to any 
fcholaftic opinion, and without any fpirit of 
party : and certain it is, that no one can re- 
fufe becoming his Panegyrift but from preju- 
dice, and that Pofterity, which will appreciate 
him according to his merits, will be fincerely 
afflicted for not having known him. There 
will be then neither paffions, nor cabals, nor 
prejudices capable of tarnifhing his glpry, and 
truth alone will draw his portrait. , > 


FINIS. 
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Ages, all cannot be alike — — ■— xoi 

Albani (Card.) Ganganelli efteems him — — 3x4 

Algarotti (Count) Author of the Newtonianifm of the Ladles xxx. 
Letters to him 44, 14* , xxx 

Almaday Commander d\ commended by Clement XIV 405 

Alpes and* Apcnnins> what thofe mountains are — — 7 

America , a Climate dangerous to the Pattions — — > ix$ 

Ancients (The) it is beautiful to come near them in our manner of 

writing — — 198 

Anthony (St.) why he quitted his defert — — — 3 

Antonio (Signor) Card. Ganganelli applies to the Cardinal Datary 

in his behalf — . — 297 

Arcadians (the Academy of) the objeCfc of their ftudies frivolous 184 
Auguftine (St.) and St. Thomas, lead to the pure!! fources of 
Theology 168. The former has never been praifed enough 197. 
How to make his Panegyric ib. The admirable qualities of that 
Father 321 

Ay malii (Monfignor) Letters to him — — 118 — 22 5 


B 

j Banchieri (Card.) a Letter to him — - ■ 203 

Bayle, the mills raifed by him and other unbelievers again!! the 
Chriflian Religion long ftnee difjperfed — — 27 

Bazar di (Signora) a Letter to her * 2.9 

Bemho (Card.) what he faid to a Philofopher of his time — 334 
BenediB (St.) inftitutes a Seminary for young Gentlemen — 5 

— . - XIII (Pope) the caufe of his uneafinefs. See Cofcia 

— XIV why he enjoyed* fo good a ftate of health 22. Gives a 

luftre to Rome 158. His Elogium 209. Advantages of his 
treaty with Spain ib. An inftance of his cheerful temper 242. 
His funeral Oration a fine fubjeCt to treat 280. Directions for 
making it ib. Preserves his cheerfulnels to the laft 284. His 
work on the Canonization of Saints 285. Always did fome 
kindnefs to thofe he had fcolded 325 
Benedict! ns (of St. Maur) how they gained fo great a reputation 4 
Benedict ins, importance of their learned works 23. For what 
moft commendable 24. The great men they have produced ib. 
Bentivoglio (Card.) what he faid of the Engl i£h — 137 

Berkley , an illuftrious mad-man — — — ■ - — 25 

Bernard (St.) in what he rendered himfelf truly ufcful — 4 

Bernardin Girault (Aiehbifliop of Damafcus) a Letter to him 393# 
Clement XlV’s Nuncio at the Court of France 397 
Berms (Card.) the action that immortalizes him 227. As dear to 
the French as to the Italians 3 75 

Mk 
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J Bielk (Count) a Letter to him _ x ^ 

Birds, thofe of America, feldom brought alive to our climates ai6 
Bifhops, theif ftudies 153. Their dignity to be dreaded 177. The 
qualifications they ought to have ib. Their obligations iSl 
Bcddatrt (Superior-General of the Guillehnites) a Brief to him 405 
. 'Bologna (city of) the Iciences cultivated there — — 9 

Book, a good one the patrimony of the whole world — 3* 

Books (French) difference between the laft and prefent age 184 

—The facred, how to be read — — — 113 

Borromxo (Card.) breaths charity a— — 3x4 

BoJJuet (Mods.) has reduced to powder all the objections of the 
Proteftants in two learned works an. Is not to be ranked 
$mong the Fathers of the Church 320. His Eiogium 3*1 
Boiari (Mpnfignor) his chara&er _ ■ ■ 13 6 

Beuditr (Superior-General of the Monks of St. Maur) a Brief to 

Bouget (M.) Chamberlain to Ben. XIV. his amiable qualities at 
Bourbon (Houfe of) its alliance with Auftria xz6. The happy ef- 
fects of that alliance ib. Has done great kindneffes to the Holy 
See 351 

Brucre (la) Letter to him — — — — 157 

Bourdaloue (Father, a Jefuit) a pattern for Preachers 108. His 
Sermons tran Hated into Italian ib. 

Boxadors (Father) ehofen General of the Dominicans 241. Hi# 

character ib. — * ■■ ■ — ■ 

Bnifchi (MonGgnor, now Pius VI.) his character — 517 

Bremond (Father) General of the Dominicans, his character 114 
Bufon (Monf) His natural Hiftory praiied and blamed by Father 

Ganganelli — — aid 

Buona-Fede (the Abbe) his Elogium — — 87 

Buonamci , Author of the Compagnes of Don Carlos 114 

C 

Cabane (the Chevalier dc) Letters to him — #— 1, 94 

Canillac , a Letter to him — — — 1*8 

Canonifation of Saints, the fevere precautions ufcd in that bufi- 
ne& at Rome 285 . What two Englifh Gentlemen thought of 
it *8C ^ 

Capitol, the Metamorphofis there — 

Capuchins, the good they have done 104. Never did any harm ib. 
Caraccioli (Mon feigheur) Letter to him — - — * 130 

— (Marquis) Letter to him — — — 343 

Cardinals (The R-oman) their grrat affability *07* The defign of 
their ipflitution 304. What ought to regulate their fteps 305 
Apply to the reading of the Fathers 322 

CarrachiOy his peculiar talent — 22$ 

Carthufians, their inftitutc not to be multiplied 2. The fault of 
their Priors 122 

Celfuu his impotent attack on the Chriflian religion — z? 
Qazerta (city of) its beauties — — — 

Orati-( The Prelate) full of curious Anecdotes 30. Letters to 
him 30, 52, 127, 13$, 1 9 ^ » 241 

Charities, the manner of bellowing them — — ' 133 

Charity, (Chriftian) its firft rule — — — - 267 

Chcerfulnefs, the balm of life — ■ — ■— — 2 59 

Chrif- 
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Ghriftiaftity, the Ancient Phifofophers, who attacked it 27. The 
only true Religion 3x8 

Church (The) on what its infallibility is grounded xix. No 
innovations of Faith poffible in it ib. Alone has a right to alfign 
a rank to its Writers 3 xr. One only Edifice, ©f which the 
Prince of the Apoftles laid the foundation 381 
——of Rome, her favourable difpofitions with regard to the 

Proteftant Communions « — *99 

Clement VII. too precipitate in excommunicating Henry VIII. 30$ 
■■ — XIII. fiaw not things in a right light, in his difpute with 
the Potentates 34$. Reafons prefented to him, in favour of 
the Jefuits ib. Thofe that were not reprefented to him 347. 
He ought to have complied with the defires of Lewis XV* 
refpe&ing Parma 351. A Pontiff worthy of the primitive Ages ib. 
Guided by his Council 3 6x. His fudden death 367. His excel- 
lent qualities 368. Thofe he wanted ib. 

Clerici (the Marquis) a Letter to him — — — 31 

Cloifters, their value 69. Emulation ncceffary in them ib. The 
Fathers of the Church read in them 32a 

Collins attacks Christianity - x 7 

Colloz (Father) a Letter to him — — — 318 

Colombin't (Father) his Elogium ■ ■ - — — - a,7j> 

Concina (Father) a Letter to him — 173 

Conclave, (The) ftate of Rome during one x88 

Confefibr (The) of a Soveteign Prince, an employment to be 

dreaded. Sec Letter xi — — — 334 

Coffee prejudicial to health — X98 

Ctrftni (Card.) his character — X97 — 3x4 

Cofcia (Card.) the caufe of Benedict XIII. uneafmefs x8p 

Counfel, of whom to be taken •— 35 a 

Count Letters to him 54, S 6 » 77 * l"i 17*, X58, 301 

Crefcenci (Card.) a Letter to him ■■■■■- ■ - — x 3 p 

D 


Death makes its round night and day — - 343 

D ^monomania , its caufes ■ ■ ■ 63 

Defcartes , his fy Item ridiculed — — —> — X17 

Devotion (True) in what it does not confift 3X. In what it does 
confift 34. Its practices ufelefs without a detachment from tho- 
things of this world 3x7 

Direction of fouls, a good book on that fubjeft, wanted ift 

Italy 3<*s 

Directors generally ruined by the women 364. Some devout one 
of the fex more attached to them than to God ib. The excellent 
qualities of him who dire&ed Ganganclli in his youth 365 
Difputes in the Church, how they might have been avoided in 


teaching Theology 1 6 8 

Voria (Monfignor) Clement XIV. opinion of him — 375 

Dttrini (The Prelate) his chara&er -■ — — - — - 324 

D* ## (Mr.) a Letter to him — — — 3x6 

E 

Education of children, Letters on that fubjedi: 139, *85 


Eloquence, that which is called puerile 191. True, confifts neither 
in wit nor words 19 7. What it is ib. A defedfc in Orators, 

when 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



4i8 GENERAL INDEX. 


when they aim at it ib. Its qualities, and how it differs from 

Elegance 198 

Englifli (The) trayel to advantage 137. Arc Enthufiafts of theis 
country 247. Why likely to preferve their liberty 227. Their 
Philofophers have advanced Tome extravagant notions 270. Let- 
ters to Tome of that nation 243, 328 
Errors that creep into morals to be oppofed — - — 1 73 

Eternity, reflexions on it ■ — xox 

Evidence in matters of faith, not to be found till after death 166 
. Refer ved for heaven — - 330 


F 

J 'abriei (Father) a Dominican, his Elogium — — 375 

Faniuzzi (Card.) breathes nothing hut charity — — 3x4 

Fathers, their fault with regard to the Preceptors of their children 

188 

— - — . - ■ ■ (The) of the Church, their writings, models, of Chrif- 
tian Eloquence 3 19. Their Elogium 320. Speaks only by the 
organ of Charity 363 

Fergben (Abbe) a Letter'to him — — — 7 

Ferrara (city of) what is to be feen there 9. Celebrated for great 

events — 203 

Firntani (Bp. of Perugia) a Letter to him — — 135 

Fleur y (Abbe) pafies too (lightly over fome great events < 56 . Mo- 
deftly cenfured by F. Ganganelli 6 7. Blamed by the Italians 
for being too zealous for the Gallican privileges ib. Ganganelli*s 
remark on that cenfure ib. 

Florence (city of) its Elogium 13. Famous for literature 208 
Founders of Religious Orders, their defigns in their different infti- 

tutes 95 

French (The) have communicated an agreeable elegance to the 
Italians xoo. Are fonder of Literature than of deep learning 
a S3* Given to Literary fquabbles ib. 

Frefcati (city of) a delightful abode 4^ 

Friends (True) their refource, when the mind cannot make a re- 
turn of fricndfhip — — — ■- - 1 5 $ 

Friendfhip, what St. Auguftine faid of it 138. The gteateft Saints 
have cultivated it — — — ih* 


G 


Gaillard (Dom.) Letters to him — — — 120, 123 

Ganganelli (Father) his letter to one of his fitters 19. Loves the 
Englifh nation 25. His thoughts on Religion 27. Why unwil- 
ling to advife a religious ftate of life 29. His diOnterettedhefs, 
as a Religious man 3 6. Compofes a Difcourfe for a friend 37* 
Jnterefts himfelf in the military fuccefs of the French 38. His 
laborious ftudies and relaxation 39, &c. How he would have a 
work on Religion written 41. Where he defires to die 4s- Hi# 
favourite fcience ib. His refle&ions on the rapidity of time 48. 
Is overpowered with work 32. Complains of the fuperiicial man- 
ner in which people ftudy 34. His Letter to an Abbefs 72- 
Blames puns 106. Defires the reformation of the Breviary no 
Recommends the reading of the Gofpel and St. Paul’s Epittlet 
1x2. His advice to a Religious man fetting off for America 124. 
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His fentiments of humility 136. His advice to a Lady on the E- 
ducation of her Daughters x 39. To a Religious, cbofen Bifhop 
176. To a Father on the Education of his Tons 185. Reflec- 
tions on French Elegance xoo. Condemns all hafty cenfures of 
a Pope’s proceedings xio. DifcufTes the contefted points of Re-, 
ligion with a Proteftant Gentleman xix. Refutes the vaiious 
fyftcms on the formation of the world xx8. The plan he would 
follow in writing Natural Hiflory xxo. His pleafure in fpeaking 
of God xxi. His refleXions on. the deftination of our fouls xxx. 
His reflections while walking on the banks of the Tiber xx8. 
The object of his labours in his Cell ib. Is vifited by ihe French, 
and why xxp. Juftifies the Ecclefiaflical Government X44. His 
advice to a Phyfician, to live at peace with his wife X48. Pre- 
fers his Cell to all the pleafures of the world xso. Defcribes hi* 
way of life xsx, X63. How he treats writers xsx* What quali- 
ties a work ought to have in order to pleafe him x$4* His re- 
flections on the Papal dignity X89 : and on Sovereigns X90. His 
fentiments on being raifed to the purple xgx & feq. Defires 
the reunion of the Proteftants 300. Jokes with a friend, on his 
being made a Cardinal 30X. Is not fond of the honours paid him 
303. His fears on account of a difpute between Rome and the 
houfe of Bourbon 305. His fentiments on the affair of the Je- 
fuits 309. His remonftrances to a Religious man, who had 
quitted his Convent, &c. 315. His Letter. to a Guardian in 
favour of a Lay-brother 316. Exhorts an Abbe to read 
the Fathers, 319. Loves difcretion 3x3. Blames a Gen- 
tleman for oppreffing his tenants 3x6. His reafoning on Re- 
ligion 3x8. His Letter to an Englifh Nobleman on Religion 3x8. 
Complains of thofe who dare not fpeak to the Pope, on the 
affair of the Jefuits 338. Other reflexions on the afFair of 
Parma, and that of the Jefuits in a letter to an Embaflador 344* 
Speaks to the Pope on thofe affairs, but to no purpofe 346. 
Fears a fchil'm 348. His thoughts on the complaints of the So- 
vereigns and the fate of the Jefuits 349. Hopes the Pope will 
acquiefce in the defires of the houfe of Bourhon 3 66, Enters 
the Conclave 369. Is chofen Pope 370. His fentiments on hi* 
Exaltation ib. • Informs himfelf of affairs 371- Labours to 
bring about a reconciliation with Portugal in a Letter to a No- 
bleman of that country ih. Declares his impartiality with regard 
to the affair of the Jefuits 3 74. His Encyclical letter 399. His 
Difcourfe in a fccret Confiflory on the reconciliation with Por- 
tugal 404 His Bull for the Jubilee 407. His Elogium 413. 

Genefis (the book of) whatever departs from it, grounded only 


on paradoxes or iuppofitions — — — x 1 7 

Genda , its Port, Churches, and Doge ' ■ - — 17 

Gcrdil (Father) a learned Bernabite — — — 1x4 

Genori (Count) a Letter to him — — — X63 

Gentili (Card.) a Letter to him ■ ■ 17 

Georgi (F.) an Eminent Auguftinian ■■■ — — 296 

Germans have the proper qualities for friendfliip — — 137 

Gcrfen , Abbot of Vercelli, Author of the Imitation of Chrift 114 

God, how always to be fpoken of 166. What to be avoided in the 
fchools in fpeaking of him ib. His Agency on us points out * 
providence 33$. Docs not perform miracles every time be is 
G g g afkcd 
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afked 350. Government (The Ecelefiafttcal) hit judgment oa 
it 243. Too mild a government, dangerous to the tote %y% 
Gofpcl, the rule of a Chriftian x. An Elogium on it in 
Grace and Freewill, moderation to be obferved on that fnbje<a 165 
Great ones, the greateft part loft by prepofleffion — . %66 

Gregorio Heti cen fared — — - a7 * 

Guadagni (Card.) ■■ . . .. az 8 

Guftavus, a Conqueror' — — . ^ M — %l j 

H 

Happinefs, in what it confifts — — 171 

Heart (The) what tend* to the reformation of it not generally 
liked — — — — 1 53 

Henriquez (Monfeigneur) a Letter to him — 7* 

Herculaneum fwal lowed up — — 14 

Hiftory, the only good friend of Kings 145. What it may be com- 
pared ib. How to be ftudied 1 91. Its advantages ajd 

Natural Iefs ftudied than Antiquity — *64 

Humanity^ a fine word fubftituted by our modern Philofophers in 
lieu of Charity — - — _ 14 $ 

Humility, what it teaches _ _ — 394 

1 

Ignatius (St.) did not forefee the difturbances to be raifed one day 
about his Children 343. What he begged of God for them ib. 

Imagination, the mother of dreams — — *70 

Imitation of Chrift. Sec Gerfen. The Elogium of that book 1x4 

Jerome (St.) his character , ■ , 310 

Jefuits (The) what fciences they have cultivated with fuccefs *18 
— (Their General) what ought to have been his Behaviour, 
in order to fave the fociety 345. Would not follow the advice 
given him by the General of the Carmelite Friars 346 
*fefus Chrift , the key of all the Myfteries of Grace and Nature 334 
Men bewilder themfelves in a thoufand abfurd fyftems, when 
they have not him for their compafs ib. Why called Alpha and 
Omega ib. 

Innocent XI* (Pope) what he faid of the Benedi&in Monks a 3 
Jnfpirati >n, pretenders to it will not yield to circumftanees 31© 

Job, the beauty of his reflexions 109 

Journal (A) of all the publications of Europe, what is learned 

by one — — — — — *oS 

Jouroalift (A) the qualities required in one 183. Ought not to 
criticize with too much feverity ib. 

Iflands (The Borromean) the beauties of them — — 17 

Italians, their manners 18. Their love for the fciences ib. The 
ftamp of their Genius lightnefs aoo. Do not write Hiftory well 
*56* 

Italy, every man of learning owes homage to it 7. A fhort deferip- 
tion of it ib. What the Government there is mod taken up with 8. 
Prefen t s whatever can ezercife the curioiity of the naturalifts 264. 


Kronech (Baron) a letter to him 

4 L 

L**' (Abbe) a letter to him 
Lamballe (Father) a letter to him 
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Lam (Abfe£) Letters to him 4$> JS, i|4> 183, xod, 25$, 284, 288 

JLances (Card, des) his Elogy . 184 

Lano (Marquis of) praiied by Clement XIV. ■ ' ■ ■ 40a 

Law (The ancient) only a figure of Jefus Chrift - - - - - 41 

Lay-brother, a letter to one ■ — 313 

he Dante , a faying of his ■ — 47 

Learned (The) ought to fet an Example of moderation 232 

Leghorn t its port ‘ ' ■ ■ — 1 4 

Leibnitz , a Mathematician* See Thee dice.? 

Lewis XIV. or the Great. A Conqueror 227 

— — XV. Letters to him 387,39*1 3 93. Difcourfe on his death 398 
- XVI. his piety and zp^l for Religion — — 406 

Lewis of Cremona (Father) a letter to him — 108 

Libels and Satires affect only weak brains — ■ - ■ 2 64 

Literature more expofed to fquabbles than the Sciences 2$ 3. Dif- 
ference between it and profound Learning ib. 
hocks. ranf. by a Venetian Lady 104. A paflage in him cenfured 103 

Lord***, a letter to, _ 318 

Loretto a famous Pilgrimage ■ 9 

Louifa (Madame of France) Letters to her — 389, 394 

Luciardi (father) a letter to him — — — z6o 

Lucretius y believes matter eternal 1 -■ ■ 217 

Luxury corrupts writings as well as manners - ■ — ■ 1x8 

M 

Mabillon (Father) had the advantage of Abbe J lance in the difpufie 

about Monadic Studies — — — — - 4 

Madame ***, a letter to — 3* 

Malta (The Order of) how a man may lanctify himfelf in that date 

Man, every one in office has his enemies - ■ ■■■ — 266 

Martinelli { Father) commended — X79 

Marzoni (Father) commended ■ — — ib. 

Majfoleni (Father) an Author 1 37 

Mathematics (The) Advantages ofthofe Sciences 148 

MaupertuiSy a man of abilities - — - 46 

Medicis (The family of the) wh&t they did for the Arts and Sciences, 

an interefting part of the Hiftory of Tufcany zs 8 

Mekner (M.) A Proteftant Gentleman, a letter to him xii 

Melancholy, why we are fubject to it at certain times 134. How 
to free ourfelves from it 1 35 

Metaphyiics (The) of the laft century more ufeful than the ancient 

Milan , its Church 16. The Company found there ib. Its Libra- 
ry ib. Letter to a Prebendary of X03 
Miracles (The teftimony of) neceffary for the canonization of Saints 
X87. Why they continue only for a time ib. 

fylodena (The city of) for what famed — 16 

Monafterics, from whence the relaxation in them is thought to pro- 
ceed 3. Reflections on the occupations of thofe who live in 
them 4* 

Monaftery, A letter to an Aboefs of a — 7 z 

Mofety his account of the creation overthrows allfyflems xi 7 

Mpuntains, God’s apparent predilextion for them — 48 

Monte-CaflhiOy a regular, tho’ rich monaflery 15. A letter to the 
Abbot X3. 

G g g z Mont - 


Digitized by Google 



Mont -fan con (Father) the ornament of the Congregation of St% 

Muraiori , his treatife ou true devotion recommended 83. Author 
of the Annals of Italy 1x4. His relaxation after ftudy 39. A Say- 
ing of his 153. 

N 

Naples, the Churches of 14. Its Environs ib. . The character o£ 
its inhabitants, ib. 

Nature, is nothing without God — — 110 

Newton, what he faid of an Afhonomer and an Anatomift 47. 

Read and admired by Ganganelli a 6 . His character ib. 

Nicolini (Abbe) Letters to him — - - ■■ - — 59 — xx8 

Nivernois (Duke of) his fine qualities — r— — — 159 

Noeetti (Father) a Jcfuit, his work on the Rain-bow commended 1 xS 

O 

Opinions capable of overthrowing Religion every where fpread 381 
Orator, the medium he ought to follow in his Difcourfes z6S 

Orders (The Religious) neither indefe&ible nor infallible 347. Arc 
auxiliary troops in the Church ib. Can be fuppreiTed by the 
Pope alone 340. None in the fine ages of the Church 313. Not 
to be kept up in oppofition to the Catholic Powers 348. Juf* 
tified again ft falfe imputations 96. All confidered by G^nga-r- 
nelli as one family x 3 6 

Or/i (Father) Letter to him — — — - ■■ — ' 66 

Oycras (Count) commended — — 405 

Ofimo , a Letter to a Prebend of — — — — — 39 

P 

Painter (A Letter to a) -- — -* - *25 

Panegyric, what that fpecies of writing ought to be — 204 

Papacy, the obligations of the — 288 

Papi (Abbe) Letter to him — 1 — — 2x3 

Parma , the Theatre of that city 16, Letters of Clem* XIV to the 
Duke of, 400, 401 

Pafcbal' Thoughts commended — — — — 114 

Pajjionei (Card.) a Letter to him xi7* His furprifing Memory 65 

PafTions, to what they may be compared — 27 

Patriarchs (The ancient) obferved the Law of Nature 40 

Paul (St.) the difficulty of making his Panegyric io3. His cha- 
racter x 05, &c. 

Petrarch , the Italians want him to fhew the true way to Par- 
nafl’us 184 

Pharifees, how found in all ages — 153 

Philofophers (the modern) why they reject Revelation 14 6. Are 
not what they pretend to be ib. Impofe on the public ib. Sec 
Letters 8x and 119 

Philofophy, its inconveniences 1x6. Ought to be joined with 
Geometry ijo. Feels the impreffions of the imagination 169 
— — (fcholaftic), the ancient, its Ergotifms feem to render the 

mod certain truths problematical — — i6x 

Phyfician, Letters to a X48, 25* 

Piglxani (Lady) a Letter to her — ■ ■ . 139 

Pifa (The City of) why famous — — 1 6 

Plato , his Elogy ■ 106 

fliny, M. Aurtlius , and Seneca commended — - ■ 11 5 

Poets, 
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£oets, the difference between the Italian, Englifb, German and 
French 154. The fault of our modern ones ib* "What they 
ought to obferve in their poems ib. In what the danger of being 
too fond of the Poets confifts 190 

Poetry, perfects languages — — ■— — 190 

Poland , the great men it has produced 17$. The wars have made 
their Authors mifcarry ib. 

Poles, (The) iufenlibly loofe their national fpirit — 227 

Policy, the different effects of a worldly, and Chriffian 230. In 
what found Policy confifts ib, &c. That of Rome 233 
Politician (A) what he ought to know 231. How he is to behave 

towards people x — ' 232 

Pontalti, hjs advice to the General of the Jefuits — — k 345 

Portici what found there * — — 14 

Porte-Corvo reftored to the Holy See — ■ 4»x 

Porto-<Jarrero , what he faid of the Prelate Cerati — 31 

Prayers (vocal) conftitute not the merit of Prayer — 3 

Preacher (A) the qualities he ought to have 108. "What he ought 
to avoid ib. 

Preachers (Italian) their fault •»■■■■■■ — — 108 

Preceptor, the neceffary qualities of one 188. How treated by 
fome Fathers ib. 


Prince (A fovereign) the weaker he is, the more defpotic his go- 
vernment, and why ■ — 2 go 

i (A at the head of a great kingdom) the fnares which fur- 

round him — — — — — 144 

Proteftant (Minifter) a Letter to one 299 

Proteftants, in what they went too far 213. What they falfely ob- 
jc«Sfc to the Church of Rome 213, &c. Stopped by worldly intereft 
214. Have broken the chain which united them to the Centre of 
Unity ib. Are as many Se&s as different Communions ib. 

Provincial, Letter to a one 87 

Fruflia (the King of) what will be the Hiffory of his reign — 44 
Pfalms (The) furpafs in fublimit^all other pieces of Poetry 11$ 

guerini (Card ) Letters to him 63, xoi, 160, 200. His death and 
Elogium 22 3 

R 

J lanc'e (Abbi) See Mabillon. 

Raphael and Michel^ Angelo, their Matter-pieces of workmanfhip in 
the Vatican 10 


Ravenna , a Letter to a Gentleman of — — — 63 

Reafoh (without faith) digs precipices for itfelf — — 2x9 

Reli&s (of Saints,) two (helves to be avoided with regard to 

Religion, why people fuffer themfclves to be dazzled with the 
fophifms brought againtt it by modern Philofophers 27. The 
faife judgments of men refpe&ing it 28. Its fir ft temple on 
earth 39* Alone forms adorers in fpirit and truth 40. It changed 
the face of the world, and how, ib. The heft way for young 
Theologians to ftudy it 169. The advantage young people reap 
from the ftudy of it by principles 187 The proofs of it per- 
fe£ly laid open in fome immortal works 334. Will perfuade all 
thofe, who have principles to go on 330. Moft men make it 
bepd to their prejudices 340. 

Rhetoric^ 
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Rhetoric, to be taught more by examples, than precepts — xp€ 
Mmtini, a Letter to a Parifh of the Diocefe of — — 209 

Revelation puts us in the right road — — — — — %6 

Rezzontoo (Card.) chofen Pope, and takes the name of Cle- 
ment XHI 288. The character of his Nephews 368. 

Romans (the modern) their chara&cr 13. Are not the majefttc 
people they formerly were a 00 

Rome, a description of it 9. The Baiiltc of St. Peter there 10. Sup- 
ports a number of Beggars is. Difference between ancient and 
modern iji 

(Court of) owes all its riches to France — — 3 So 

Rota (Mdnfignor) Letter to him — - — 14a 

R***, the Marchiooefs, a Letter to her — — 91 


Sagrii Ganganelli's rcfle&ions on occafion af that young man I99 

San-Marino , Letter to the Gonfalonier of — — 143 

Ran Sever 0 (Prince) Letters to him — — — 86 — 268 

Schifm, fatal to fouls — — — — — . * 347 

Sciences (The) arc to the mind, what food is to the body 190 
Scipio Majfei (Marquis) Letter to him ■ ----- *xp 

Sienna (City of) for what remarkable — — ■ ■ j<S 

Sigifmond (Father) General of the Capuchins, a letter to him 103 
Sextus-^uintusy vindicated - < — ,271 

Sobiefki , fee Poland 

Somafcha, a Letter to a Religious of that congregation 280 

Sovereign (A) many reafons requifite to cpndemn one 209 

Sovereign (Princes) can keep in, or expel their territories whom 
they pleafe 

Spinelii (Card) a letter to him — — ^ *5* 

Spolettay a Letter to the Bifliop of 98 

Stuart (Mr.) Letters to him — — — — xj — 230 

Superior (A) of Religious Communities, his duties ixt. The nc- 
ceffary qualities he ought to have ixo 
Superfluous (What is) belongs to the poor — - — 3*7 


Terefa (St.) her Elogium — , — — — r — 49 

Theodicea (the) of Leibnitz xould not have been written by him 
unlefs he had been a Mathematician 148 
Theology, on the ftudy of, Letter 66 

Tjiierry (Mr.) Phylician to the late Chevalier de St- George, his 
opinion of Coffee — — — — — 296 

Tijfot (Monf.) Superior of the Priefts of the Million — 296 

Ttvob, the beauty of its cafeade - — . — 7 

Trappe (la) a houfe of that order in Italy., as regular as that in 

Travelling, enlarges the foul — — — - — a ox 

Truth, the Book entitled A Search after ; could not b.e written but 
by a Mathematician 148. How a perfon is to a&, who wants 
to fee it clearly 3 6z 

* The one Catholic, by what alone folidly proved . 1 6% 

Tufcany , the Reftauratrix of fcieuccs 1x7* The hiftory of it a fine 
fubjedt to treat of — ' — ■*— — as 5 

Valenti 
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V 

Valenti (Card.) a Letter to him 50. Secretary to Benedidl XIV 
*89 ; 

Vatican, what to be feen there — — — — 10 

Venice (City of) a description of it — — ■ — • • 

Vefuvius (Mount) its eruptions — — »4 

Virgil , his tomb 13. No lefs eloquent than Cicero 190 
Voltaire , one of the great men at Potfdam 46. Muff lament the 
death of Card. %nerini % if Poets be fufceptible of friendflsip *24 
Univerfe (The) a Riddle without Religion — — 2S 

W 

JVeJler (Mr.) kindly entertained by P. San-Scvero — $6 

Y 

Tork (Card, of) commended — — — — 3*4 

Z 

Zalujki ■ -A Letter to him — — 11 ■ 74 


ERRATA. 

Page 157 line 27 For Buyere read Bruere. 

175 — For Referendary read Referendary, 

aoi 2 z For Char, read Car. 

212 23 For interrupted read uninterrupted. 

33 x note For Cognofeam read Cognofcam. 
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